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AD  VERlriSEMENT* 

THE  following  HiftcMrjr  hath  been  chiefly 
compiled  from  original  manufcripts,  which 
the  writer  had  the  honour  to  be  entrufted  with 
by  the  reverend  and  learned  prelate,  the  Bifho{» 
of  Gloucefter»  the  intimate  fiiend  of  Mr« 
Pope, 

As  a  compofition  of  this  nature^  ought  to  \A 
compleat  in  itfelf,  without  reference  to  any  othef 
work,  the  reader  willy  neverthelefs,  unavoidably 
meet  with  fome  repetitions  of  matter,  which  \% 
already  perhaps  familiar  to  him« 

In  thofe  inllances,  where  the  writer  hath  teeil 
indebted  to  others,  more  efpecially  in  what  hct 
hath  borrowed  from  the  Commentary  and  Notes, 
he  hath,  for  the  moft  part j  followed  the  very  words 
of  the  author,  firom  whom  thepaflages  are  taken. 
As  in  juftice  to  the  public,  he  would  not  pre- 
fume  to  alter  expreffions  which  he  could  not 
xnend;  ib  in  jufUce  to  himfelfi  he  would  not 

A  *  incur 


ADVERTISEMENT, 

incur  the  fufpicion,  of  attempting  to  conceal  the 
true  owner,  by  a  pitiful  variation. 


r% 


With  refped  to  the  critical  animadverfions  on 
Mr.  Pope's  writings^  and  genius,  he  is  far  from 
being  over  anxious  to '  make  others  adopt  his 
fentiments.  He  will  think  it  fufficient,  if  hi^ 
remarks  Ihould  engage  the  reader  to  review  his 
own  opitiidns.  Where  he  hath  prefumed  to 
differ  from  the  moft  refpeftable  authorities,  he 
would  be  rathqr  under  flood  to  propofe  a  doubti^ 
than  to  offer  a  contradiction  t  he  is  not  fo  vain, 
^o  make  light  of  the  opinions  of  others ;  nor 


ADVERTISEMENT, 
author's  moral  and  didadic  pieces,  fully  ^d 
candidly  to  exemplify  the  beauties  and  blemiihet 
of  his  compofitions,  without  giving  a  Ihort 
conneftcd  view  of  the  plan  of  each  piece,  and 
of  his  chain  of  rcafoning;  which  contributes, 
in  fome  inftances,  to  conftitute  the  peculiar  ex- 
cellencies and  faults,  which  are  moft  material  to 
be  remarked. 

It  would,  to  a  few  perhaps,  have  been  fufficient 
to  have  pointed  out  particular  beauties  by  in- 
verted commas,  or  other  marks  of  diitindHon ; 
and  the  writer  is  aware  of  the  oftentation  of 
citing  fine  paflages  with  general  applattfes^  and 
empty  exclamations^  at  the  ends  of  them.     But 
he  recoUeded,  that  flight  intimations    do  not 
always  ftnke  precipitate  readers.     Befides,  it  is 
fcarce  poffible  fometimes,  when  we  are  fmitten 
with  a  fine  paffage,  to  fupprefs  thofe  involun- 
tary burfls  of  applaufe — Euge !    atque  belle  ! 
though,  in  truth,  they  are  but  empty  exclama- 
tions. 

Whenever  fuch  may  have  efcaped  from  his 

pen,  he  trufts  that  the  candid  reader  will  afcribc 

them  to  a  folicitude,  which  made  him  rather 

caraeft  to  do  jullice  to  the  poet's  merit,  than  to 

raifc  an  admiration  of  hi^  own  judgment. 

Should 
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Should  the  following  flieets,  which  have  been 
the  fruit  of  a  leifurc  vacation^  be  deemed  by  his 
graver  friends,  too  foreign  from  the  line  of  hi» 
profeiTion ;  he  hath  only  to  anfwer,  that  as  the 
nature  of  the  human  mind  requires  diverfity  to 
preferve  the  edge  of  attention,  fo,  to  him,  no  kind 
of  relaxation  could  have  been  more  agreeable :  and 
in  his  choice,  he  is  juftified  by  the  authority  of  the 
great  Lord  Coke — ^After  making  certain  allots 
ments  of  time,  not  much  perhaps  to  the  tafte  of 
a  modern  ftudent,  this  great  fage  of  the  law 
thus  direfts  the  application  of  the  remainder — 

^mdfuperefl^  ultra  fact  is  largire  catmms. 


(  I  ) 
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AMONG  the  chief  beauties  of  a  famou$ 
Italian  poexn^  is  the  following  allegoryf 
t[^  juft  and  iogenious  in  the  opinion  of  a  great 
[Alloibpher)  that  he  has  borrowed  it  toulluf- 
tisUe  and  adorn  a  general  principle  in  one  of 

his  more    capital  works Attached  to  the 

thread  of  every  man's  life,  fays  the  noble  alle- 
goriftt  is  a  little  mecjal,  whereon  each  man's 
name  is  Infcribed,   which  time,    waiting  on 
the  fhears  of  fate,  catches  up,    as  they  fall 
from  the  inexorable  fteel,    and  bears   to   the 
river  Lethe  ;  into  which,  were  it  not  for  cer- 
tain birds  which  keep  flying  about  its  banks, 
they  would  be  immediately  immerged.      But 
thefe  feize  the  medals  ere  they  fall,  and  bear 
ihem  for  a  while  up  and  down  in  their  beaks, 
with   much   noife   and  flutter;  but  carelefs  of 
ihdx  charge,  or  unable  to  fupport  it,  they  moft 

B  of 
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of  them  foon  drop  their  Ihining  prey  one  after 
another  into  the  oblivious  flreara.  Nevcrthe* 
lefs  among  thefe  heedlefa  carriers  of  fame,  are 
SL  few /iMans^  who,  when  they  catch  a  medaU 
convey  it  carefully  to  the  Temple  of  Immor- 
tal it  Y»  where  it  is  confecrated, 

Thefe  fwans,  of  later  ages,  have  indeed  been 
rdrae  a^ues :  What  innumerable  names  have 
been  dropped  into  the  dark  ftream  of  oblivion, 
for  one  that  has  been  cdnfecratcd  in  the  bright 
temple  of  immortality  !  f 

When  it  is  confidered  that  the  faculties  which 
men  receive  from  Nature,  are  perhaps  nearly 
equal  *,  and  that  fo  few  difUnguifh  themfelves 
by  the  difplay  of  any  fupcrior  talents,  we  are 
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It  is  indeed  difficult,  to  affign  the  reafons  why- 
talents  equally  promifing,  fhould,  even  under 
the  like  early  cultivation,  bear  fuch  unequal 
crops  of  fame.  But  if  we  attend  minutely  to 
the  caufes  by  which  men  have  acquired  renown, 
we  fhall  find  that  perhaps  the  far  greater  part 
owed  their  reputation  to  adventitious  circum- 
ftances,  concurring  to  excite  their  emulation, 
and  render  application  grateful. 

Genius  is  not  forward  to  endure  the  toil  of 
perfevering  ftudy.  It  is  afpiring  and  impatient. 
Unlefs  animated  by  the  early  dawn  of  enliven- 
ing hope,  it  will  foon  become  torpid  and  fupine : 
or  at  bell  only  break  forth  by  fudden  and  un- 
equal darts.  Praife  and  renown,  are  the  rich 
rewards  it  covets.  Praife,  as  Pope  obferves,  is 
to  a  young  wit,  like  rain  to  a  tender  flower. 
If  it  is  not  occafionally  revived  by  refrefhing 
fiiowers  of  applaufe,  it  will  fhrink  and  \sdther. 

The  fruits  of  genius  can  only  be  matured  by 
a  conftant  and  affiduous  culture  *  ;  without  it, 
excelling  parts  may  now  and  then  produce  a 
momentary  blaze,  but  will  never  difFufe  that 
ftrong  and  fteady  fplcndor^  which*  fhines  to 
Uteft  pofterity. 


•  TTic  difplay  of  genius  fccms  to  depend  on  the  power 
cf  attention,  which  is  greater  or  Icfs  according  to  the 
Arengtb  of  the  pai&on  which  excites  it :  and  this  again  in 
a  great  meafure  depends  on  certain  conditurional,  though 
UGknowUf  difirrences  in  the  ftrudlure  of  our  minds. 

B  «  As 


4  THE   LIFE   OF  | 

As  fuch  affiduigty  alone,  can  procure  and  ete r^ 
nlze  the  glory  of  pubUe  applaufe,  fo  it  is  the 
bcft  title  from  whence  we  can  derive  the  heart- 
felt pleafures  of  felf-commendation.  To  be 
proud  of  the  gifts  of  nature,  is  a  prepofteroiis 
vanity.  Our  improvements  only,  arc  what  we 
can  properly  call  our  own,  and  which  afford 
the  moil  rational  ground  of  inward  approba-* 
don. 


Various  circumftances  however  frequently  oc- 
cur to'  check  the   habit  of  improvement*     The 
fame  exquifite  fenfibiHty,   and  ftrong  glow  of  J 
fpirits,  which  warms  the  genius,  fires  the  liber-  ■ 
tine  J  and  opens  to  every  mode  of  difTipation. 
The  blandifliments  of  beauty,  the  joys  of  fcf-^ 
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toxkation  of  the  fofter  pleafures.  Thus  in 
many,  the  latent  powers  of  the  mind  remain 
unknown  even  to  the  pofleflbr;  and  to  thefe, 
among  other  reafons,  it  may  be  imputed  that  fo 
many  flop  fhort  in  the  career  of  glory,  and  that 
their  names  never  reach  pofterity. 

Among  the  few  diftinguiflied  characters,  how- 
ever, whofe  names  are  refcued  from  oblivion,  and 
enrolled  in  the  bright  annals  of  fame,  they  fland 
in  die  moft  confpicuous  line,  who  have  reaped 
the  harveft  of  glory,  in  the  adiive.fcenes  of  life* 
The  bulk  of  mankind,  are  more  folicitous  to 
learn  the  hiAory  of  ftatefmen  and  warriors, 
than  to  be  acquainted  with  the  calm  and  tran- 
quil purfuits  df  poets  and  philofophers. 

The  regular  and  uniform  tenor  of  a  fludious 
life,  afFoids  little  variety  for  the  entertainment 
of  thofe  who  are  more  amufed  by  a  fucceflion 
of  glaring  incidents,  which  gratify  idle  curio- 
fity;  than  afrefted  by  a  hiftory,  which  might 
tend  to  enlarge  the  fund  of  ufeful  knowledge. 

It  is  neverthelefs  of  more  general  importance 
to  be  acquainted  with  what,  in  fome  degree, 
concerns  men  of  every  rank,  than  with  that 
which  can  only  be  interefting  to  a  few,  w1k> 
move  in  thie  higher  iUtions.  It  is  more  eflen- 
tial  to  reflet  on  the  means  by  which  an  obfcure 
man  made  his  way  to  fame,  through  the  ftill 
paths  of  life,  than  to  pry  into  the  intrigues  of 
minifters,    or  gape    at  the    atchicvements   of 

heroes. 

B  3  Add 
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Add  to  this,  that  in  the  hiftories  of  flatefmen 
and  warriors,  we  often  admire  merit  which  is 
not  their  own.  They  are  often  direfted  by  thofe, 
whom  they  appear  to  guide.  Accident  likewife*  i 
has  a  confiderable  fhare  in  the  events,  which  . 
render  them  celebrated.  Nay,  their  very  error* 
frequently,  by  flxange  and  fbrttiitous  occurrences, 
prove  propitious  to  their  fame. 

But  when  we  penife  the  lives  of  the  learned, 
when  we  admire  the  fentiments  which  adorn 
their  pages,  w^hen  we  approve  the  moral  and  • 
focial  rules,  by  which  they  framed  their  con- 
duct; we  then  pay  the  juft  tribute  of  applaufe^   • 
where  alone  it  is  due. 
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fpirit  and  virtue  to  oppofe  miftaken  prejudice, 
and  fet  the  public  judgment  right. 

There  have  been  fome,  however,  in  the  learn- 
ed world,  whofe  merit  ftand^-  on  fo  fair  and 
firm  a  bafis,  as  not  to  need  the  prop  of  par-  * 
dality  to  fupport  it,  or  to  be  in  danger  of  being 
fliaken    or   undermined   by    prejudice   or   ca-" 
price. 

Among  the  few  whofe  fame  is  thus  firmly 
rooted,  Mr.  Pope  (lands  capitally  diftinguiflied. 
Our  bard,  however,  experienced  the  common 
fate  of  every  man  who  ftarts  from  the  crowd. 
Ignorance  and  en^'y  waged  war  againft  his  merit. 
80  true  is  Moliere's  obfervation— — 

La  'uertu  dans  le  monde  eft  toujours  pourfuivie^ . 
Lex  etfuieux  mouront^  tnais  non  jamais  Penvie. 

His  towering  fame  however  foon  foared 
above  the  reach  of  thofe  obfcure  Dunces, 
who  would  have  flopped  his  afpiring  growth.'  - 
But  envy  would  not  quit  her  fiold ;  and  when 
ihc  could  no  longer  detradt  from  the  faculties 
of  his  mind,  malicioufly  endeavoured  to  arraign 
the  virtues  of  his  heart. 

With  what  little  juftice  attempts  have  been  - 
made  to  depreciate  either  the  one  or  the  other, 
will  be  examined  in  the  courfe  of  the  following 
fheets;  and  as  an  admiration  of  his  genius  fliall 
not  pervert  the  juflice  of  criticifin,  fb  neither 

B  4  lhall 
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fliall  a  regard  for  his  virtues^  be  an  indiiceriicilt 
to  conceal  his  failings* 

The   life  of  a   fludious  man  can   confift  of 
little  elfe  than  a  charadier  of  hinifelf^  and  of  hi» 
njuritings  ;  and  the  hiftory  of  the  author  and  of     , 
the  man  are  fo  intimately  blended,  that  they  ^ 
ferve  to  iUuftrate  each  other :  fince^  to  an  accu- 
rate obfervcr,  the  temper  and  morals  of  a  writer 
generally  breathe  through  his  works. 

In  this  hiftory,  therefore,  T^hich  will  contain 
the  moil  interefting  particulars  of  our  poet's 
life,  an  account  will  be  interwoven  of  his  writ- 
ings, as  they  are  publilhed  in  the  qHwug  edi- 
tion ;  with  fuch  animadverfions  as  they  may 
occafionally  furnifh :  as  likewifc  with  remarks 
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ItnBt  correfpondence  between  his  public  and 
private  fentiments.  Such  a  comparifon,  it  is 
apprehended,  will  be  of  fmgular  benefit;  for 
a  reader  cannot  fail  to  receive  additional  delight 
and  profit,  when  he  is  convinced  of  the  fince- 
tity  of  the  writer's  fentiments :  which  cannot 
be  better  demonftrated,  than  by  fuch  an  exem* 
plification. 

Laftly,  his  ;wt?r^/ character  will  be  particularly 
exemplified  in  all  its  various  relations  :  and  this 
part  of  the  defign  will  be  of  the  moft  general 
ufe ;  for  though,  to  many,  the  account  of  the 
author  may  be  moft  entertaining,  yet  the  hi- 
ftory  of  the  man  will  be  found  moft  inftrudHve. 
All  may,  and  ought  to,  emulate  the  latter, 
diough  very  few  are  bleft  with  powers  to  rival 
the  former. 

Having  thus  ftated  the  plan  of  the  enfuing 
hiftory,  it  next  remains  to  make  the  reader 
acquainted  with  the  circumftances  of  our  au« 
thor's  life. 

In  the  hiftories  of  celebrated  perfons,  we  fre- 
quendy  meet  with  fabulous  relations  of  mira- 
culous incidents,  which  attended  them  either 
in  the  womb,  or  in  the  cradle,  as.  prophetic  of 
their  future  eminence.  We*  do  not  find,  how- 
ever,  that  any  thing  remarkable  happened  to 
our  poet,  either  at  his  birth,  or  during  his 
early  infancy.  No  bees  were  feen  to  hang  upon 
his  lips,  no  doves  bound  his  temples  with  the 
laurel  of  Apollo,  or  the  myrde  of  Venus. 

He 
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He  was  bom  in  London,  on  the  sift  day  of 
May,  in  the  year  i688,  and  was  chriftened  by 
the  name  of  Alexander.  He  defcended  from  a 
good  family  in  Oxfordfliire,  and  we  arc  In- 
debted to  the  bafe  and  illiberal  afperfions  *  which 
malice  atterrtpted  to  throw  on  his  charader,  for 
the  ibilowirig  fhort  account  of  his  genealogy. 

His  father,  whofe  CSiriftian  name  was  like- 
wife  Alexander,  was  a  confiderable  merchant, 
and  a  diftant  relation  to  the  Earl  of  Downe, 
whofe  fole  heirefs  married  the  Earl  of  Lindfay* 
Our  poet*s  mother,  Editha,  was  the  daughter 
of  William  Turner,  Efq;  of  York.  She  had 
three  brothers,  one  of  whom  was  killed,  an^ 
other  died,  in  the  fcrvice  of  King  Charles  L 
And  the  eldeft,   becoming  a  general  officer  ill 


ALEXANDER  POPE,   Esci.     ii 

peculiarly  fweet  and  engaging;  thefe  circum- 
fiances,  no  donbt,  contributed  to  endear  him  to  his 
parents,  for,  as  on  the  one  hand,  the  mildnefs  an4 
fuavity  of  his  difpofition  attracted  their  love,  fo 
on  the  other  hand,  the  imbecility  of  his  frames 
excited  a  tender  commiferation ;  and  thus  both 
co-operated  to  increafe  and  confirm  their  paren-^ 
tal  afFe<^on. 

It  was  probably  owing  to  their  tendernefs  for 
him,  that  it  was  late  before  he  was  fent  to 
fchool,  having  in  his  childhood  been  taught  to 
read  by  an  aunL  By  the  time  he  was  feven  or 
eight  years  old,  he  is  faid  to  have  taken  un^ 
common  delight  in  reading :  and  it  is  remark^ 
able  that  he  learnt  to  write  by  imitating  printi 
which  he  copied  with  great  correiSnefs  and  ex* 
afinefs. 

When  he  attained  his  eighth  year,  he  was 
placed  under  the  private  tuition  of  one  Taver- 
ner,  a  prieft  *,  who  lived  fomewhere  in  Hamp- 
ihire;  from  him  he  learned  the  rudiments  of 
the  Latin  and  Greek  tongues,  and  he  made  a 
very  confiderable  progrefs  under  the  care  of  this 

At  this  very  early  age,  he  difcovered  the 
bent  of  his  genius.  About  that  time,  he 
chanced   to  meet  with  Ogilby's   tranflation  of 

•  His  family  was  of  the  Romi(h  religion,  in  which  he 
bimfelf  was  educated,  and  conftaritly  profefled  :  but  an  oc- 
cafion  will  occur  hereafter  to  fpc^  mopt  particularly  of  hii 
feligious  principles. 

Homer, 
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Homer,  and  was  fo  fmitten  with  the  fubje^ 
that  he  read  it  with  great  avidity  and  delight ; 
being  then  too  young  to  be  difgtifted,  by  the 
poverty  and  infipidity  of  the  verfion.  He  foon 
after  took  Sandys's  Ovid  in  hand^  and  the  agree-- 
able  imprcflions  he  received  from  thefe  indiffe- 
rent tranflations,  were  fo  powerful,  that  he 
ever  after  continued  to  fpeak  of  them  with 
pleafure. 

He  did  not  remain  long^  however,  under  the 
tuition  of  the  prieft ;  he  was  fent  from  him,  in 
a  little  time,  to  a  private  fchopl  at  Twiford  near 
Winchefter,  Neither  did  he  continue  there  any 
confiderable  time ;  for  in  about  a  year  he  was 
removed  from  thence  to  a  fchool  near  Hyde- 
Park  Corner,    being  then  about  ten  years  of 
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into  the  form  wherein  it  is  now  printed  in  the 
odavo  edition. 

While  he  was  at  'the  fchool  near  Hyde-Park 
Comer,  the  attention  paid  to  his  conduit  was 
fo  remifs,  that  he  was  fuffered  to  frequent  the 
playhoufe  in  company  with  the  greater  boys. 
At  his  years,  and  with  his  caft  of  genius,  it  is 
cafy  to  conceive  that  the  novelty  of  theatrical 
rqprefentation,  muft  have  made  a  more  than 
ordinary  impreifion  on  his  mind.  He  was  fo 
forcibly  fmitten  with  the  charms  of  the  drama, 
that  he  was  difpofed  to  imitation,  and  applied 
himfelf  to  turn  the  chief  tranfadtions  of  the 
niad  into  a  kind  of  play,  compofed  of  a  number 
of  fpeeches  from  Ogilby's  tranflation,  tacked 
together  with  verfes  of  his  own. 

By  his  early  abilities  and  winning  difpofi- 
tion,  he  had  acquired  fuch  influence  among  his 
fchool-fellows,  that  he  perfuaded  fome  of  the 
upper  boys  to  take  parts  in  a  reprefentation  of 
this  juvenile  piece,  and  he  prevailed  on  the 
mailer's  gardener  to  aft  the  charader  of  Ajax. 
The  drefles  of  the  adors  were  all  modelled  after 
the  fafliion  of  the  prints  in  his  favourite  Ogilby, 
which,  as  fome  have  remarked,  formed  the 
chief  merit  of  that  book,  they  having  been 
defigned  and  engraved  by  artifts  of  note. 

At  the  age  of  twelve,  he  went  to  refide  at  Bin- 
field,  in  Windfor-Foreft,  with  his  father,  who  had 
retired  thither  from  bufinefs  about  the  time  of  the 
2  revo- 
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revolution :  and,  having  converted  all  his  efFe£l3 
into  money,  he  is  faid  to  have  brought  with 
him  into  the  country,  near  30,ooo  /.  Being  a 
papift,  he  could  not  veft  his  money  on  real  fe- 
curity;  and  as  he  adhered  to  the  intercft  of 
James  J  he  deemed  it  a  poiut  of  confcience  not 
to  lend  it  to  the  new  government.  He  there- 
fore locked  up  this  fum  in  his  cheft^  and  lived 
upon  the  pnnci|>al,  till  by  that  time  his  fon 
came  to  the  fucceffiooj  a  great  part  of  it  was 
confumed*  To  this  miftaken  pertinacity,  our 
bard,  fpeaking  of  his  father,  alludes  in  the 
following  lines,  in  his  Epiftle  to  Dr.  Arbuthnot ; 


€i 


For  right  hereditary  tax*d  and  fin'd, 
*^  He  ftuck  to  poverty,  with  peace  of  mind.' 
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talents  with  unwearied  fedulity.  The  method 
of  ftudj  which  he  prefcribed  to  himfelf  for  thia 
purpc^,  was  the  reading  of  the  claffic  writer?, 
aKM«  cfpecklly  of  the  poets,  to  whom  he  ajv- 
plied  with  great  eagemefs  and  enthufiafm. 

It  is  in  our  early  years,  that  the  true  bent  of 
genius  is  diicovered.  It  then  ads  fpontaaeoufly, 
nay  in  jfon^e,  as  has  been  intimated,  it  is  fo 
powerful  a8  even  to  aiGt  againft  opposition.  Mn 
PoPB*8  paffion  for  poetry  was  fo  ftrong,  that  he 
rft»  declared  he  began  to  write  verfes  earlier 
in  life  than  he  could  call  to  memory ;  and  he  fays, 
in  his  Epiflle  to  Dr.  Arbuthnot : 

^  I  lifp'd  in  numbers,  for  the  numbers  came.'* 

When  he  was  yet  a  child,  his  father  would  fir©- 
quentiy  fet  him  to  make  Englifh  verfes,  and^ 
though  no  poet,  was  neverthelefs  fo  very  dii&» 
ficult  to  be  pleafed,  that  he  would  make  his  fon 
correGt  them  again  and  again.  When  they  were 
to  his  mind,  he  took  pleafure  in  perufmg  them, 
and  would  fay,  "  Thefe  are  good  rhymes."  It 
has  been  well  obferved,  that  the  early  praifes  of 
a  tender  and  refpefted  parent,  co-operating 
with  the  powerful  bias  of  natural  inclination  in 
the  fon,  might  fix  our  young  bard  in  his  am- 
bition to  become  eminent  in  this  art. 

It  feems,  however,  that  his  father  had  fometimcs 
reccHnmended  to  him  the  ftudy  of  phyfic  *,  but 


•  Letter  8ih,  to  Cromwell. 
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this  could  be  no  more  than  a  bare  rccommen- 
datioDi  fmce  our  author  himfelf  alTures  us^  m 
the  epiftle  above  mentioned*  that  he  broke  no  j 
duty,  nor  difobeyed  any  parent  by  commencing  1 
poet^ 

**  I  left  no  calling  for  this  idle  trade, 
**  No  duty  broke,  no  father  difobey'd.'* 

By  the  time  he  was  fifteen,  having  made  a 
very  refpeftable  proficiency  in  the  learned  lan- 
guages, he  exprefled  a  very  ftrong  defire  of 
removing  to  London,  in  order  to  learn  French 
and  Italian,  His  family,  v^hofe  folicitude  chiefly 
regarded  the  improvement  and  prefervation  of 
bis  health,  and  who  knew  that  his  miferable  i 
infirm  ftate  of  body,  would  never  fuffer  him  to 
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His  pafiiOQ  for  poetry,  however,  being  pre- 
dominant, he  was  eager  to  explore  all  the  trea- 
fures  of  ParnaiTus ;  and  between  this  and  his 
twentieth  year,  he  devoted  himfelf  entirely  to 
the  reading  of  the  moft  confiderable  poets  and 
critics  in  the  Greek,  Latin,  French,  Italian  and 
Englilh  languages.  About  this  time  likewife, 
he  made  a  tranilation  of  TuUy  dc  SeneSlutCy  a 
copy  of  .which,  it  is  faid,  is  preferved  in  Lord 
Oxford's  library. 

In  all  this  time,  he  has  been  heard  to  de* 
dare  that  he  never  read  any  treatife  on  the  art 
of  logic  or  rhetoric,  Locke  indeed  fell  into  his 
hands,  but  he  confeflfed  that  his  effay  was  at 
firft  quite  infipid  to  him.  Nature,  however, 
kaving  early  difpofed  him  to  method  in  his  com-* 
pofitions,  and  philofophic  reflexion  quickly  fol- 
lowing, and  foon  enabling  him  to  corred  the 
flights  of  his  imagination,  as  clearly  appears 
from  his  juvenile  letters,  he  became  delighted 
with  ihztprecifim  of  thought ^  which  is  the  cha- 
laderiftic  of  that  immortal  effay :  and  Mr, 
Locke  had  fo  warmed  and  fortified  his  innate 
love  of  truth,  that  the  only  thing,  he  ufed  to 
lay,  he  could  never  forgive  his  philofophic  mailer, 
was  the  dedication  to  the  effay  *• 

He  likewife  read  Sir  William  Temple's  effays  ; 
but  when  he  met  with  any  thing  political  in 
them,  he  owned  that  he  had  no  manner  pf  relifb  for 


•  This  dedication,  though  it  contains  many  juft  and 
fenfibJc  remarks,  is  in  general  coucheH  under  fuch  terms  of  un- 
BanJy  adulation,  as  degrade  the  fchohr  and  the  philofophec. 
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it.  Tills  difrelifh  for  politics,  continued  tBrough'T 
out  his  whole  life  :  and  farther  than  a  warm  love 
for  his  country,  which  never  could  miflead  him,, 
and  for  his  friends,  which  fometimes,  perhaps^ 
did,  (that  is,  his  judgment  only)  his  indifference 
at  laft  ended  in  averfion.  In  a  word,  his  early" 
ftudies  were  confined  to  poetry,  and  the  Belles 
Lettres*.  But  flilt,  as  he  aflures  us,  he  read 
without  any  defignbut  that  of  pleafing  himfelf. 
He  profecuted  fuch  iludies  as  accident  threw  irt 
his  way,  or  as  the  caprice  of  fancy  inclined  him 
to  purfue.  He  iifed  to  obferve,  that,  during 
this  time,  he  %vas  like  a  boy  gathering  fiowers 
in  the  fields  and  woodsj  jufl  as  they  rofe  before 
him ;  and  he  always  fpoke  of  thefe  four  or  five 
years,  which  were  pafled  in  mere  curiofuy  and 
ainufement*    as  the  mofl  pleafing  part  of  his 
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Ae  antients ;  with  this  difFef ence  Only,  that  as 
Be  frequently  copied  the  h^&,  modems  likewife^ 
which  thofe  painters  had  not  the  fame  opportu-^ 
pity  of  doing  in  their  art,  he  as  commonly  ex- 
celled as  he  copied, 

Mr.  Pope's  dilcemmerit,  however,  was  too 
acute  not  to  perceive  the  defedls  of  fuch  irregu- 
lar and  defultory  habits  of  ftudy.  For  though 
a  retentive  memory  and  correA  judgment  en- 
abled him  to  remedy  many  of  thofe  defeds, 
they  at  the  lame  time  contributed  to  render  him 
more  ienfible  of  them  all.  At  twenty  there- 
fore, when  the  impetuofity  of  his  fpirits  began 
to  fubfide,  and  his  genius  grew  more  patient  of 
reftraint,  he  fubjeSed  himfelf  to  the  toil  of  re- 
newing his  (ludies  from  the  beginning,  and 
went  through  the  feveral  parts  of  a  learned 
riucation,  upon  a  more  regular  and  well-digefted 
plan.  He  penetrated*  into  the  general  grounds 
tod  rcafons  of  fpeech ;  he  learnt  to  diftinguifh 
the  feveral  fpecies  of  ftile ;  he  ftudied  the  pe- 
culiar idiom  of  each  language,  with  the  genius 
and  charai5lcr  of  each  puthor ;  he  maftered  thofe 
l»uts  of  philofophy  and  hiftory  *,  which  moftly 
contributed  to  enrich  the  ftore  of  fentiment: 


•  Our  author,  in  his  riper  years,  \ifed  to  fay,  that  the 
true  ufc  of  reading  was  not  to  know  fadb,  but  to  undcr- 
fcnd  hu.Tian  nature,  and  therefore  recommended  the  ftudy 
tf  hiftory.  **  I  (hould  read,  faid  he,  in  a  very  different 
■unner  now  than  when  I  had  my  early  fit  of  reading,  from 
Mco  20.  Then  it  was  merely  f»om  the  amufement  the 
fory  affwded  mc,  now  it  (houM  be  with  the  view  of  learn- 
fc»;hoj^-  to  make  myfcjf  and  others  bcuer," 

C  a  *^^ 
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and  laftly,   he   reduced  his   natural  talent  for 
poetry,  to  a  fcience. 

From  the  age  of  twenty  to  twenty-feven*  he  ^ 
purfued  this  fyftem  with  unremitted  atteotioii'  1 
and  feverity ;  and  he  ufed  to  fay,  that  he  had 
fpent  thefe  feven  years,  in  unlearning  all  that  he 
had  acquired  before,  *  | 

Many  circumllances  Jiowever,  contributed  to  fix 
him  in  a  habit  of  perfevering  induftr)%  His  con-  I 
ftitution  was  too  infirm  and  delicate  to  liiftain 
the  violent  agitations  of  licentious  pleafures  : 
fo  that  his  tender  frame  preferved  him  from  ! 
thofe  modes  of  intemperance,  to  which  genius, 
in  particular,  has  often  proved  a  vi£Um,     The 
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render  our  poet  more  affiduous  to  cultivate  his  . 
mental  faculties,   that'  he  might  atone  for  thb  . 
defers  of  an  ungraceful  figure,  by  the  accom- 
pliihments  of  an  elegant  and  poliiked  mind. 

As  thefe  confiderations  were  incentives  to  hia 
induilry,  fo  the  condition  of  his  circumftancea 
proved  propitious  to  the  perfedion  of  his  ftu-» 
dies.  For,  in  the  early  part  of  his  life,  he  in- 
herited a  decent  competence,  fuBicient  to  defray 
all  the  expences  which  his  conftitution  and  ap- 
petites required.  Being  free  from  want  and  de--' 
pendance,  he  was  under  no  neceflity  to  produce 
fugitive  incorred  pieces  for  a  prefent  lupply ; 
or  to  proftitute  his  talents  to  ferve  the  intereft  of 
a  bookfeller,  or  flatter  the  depravity  of  the 
times* 

During  his  retirement  in  Windfor-Foreft,  he 
became  acquainted  with  Sir  William  Trumball  *, 
who,  in  the  year  1691,  was  appointed  one  of 
the  principal  fecretaries  of  ftate,  which  office 
he  refigned  in  the  year  1697,  and  retired  to 
£a(l*Hamilead,  the  place  of  his  nativity,  which 
was  near  Binfield ;  and  it  was  not  long  before 
Mr.  Pope  was  introduced  to  him.  Sir  William 
delighted  in  learned  converfe,  being  of  a  ftudious 
tpm,  and  particularly  inclined  to  claflical  and 
polite  literature.    Our  poet,   therefore,    could 


^  Amon^  other  fingularities  in  the  charaAer  of  this 
Suefman,  it  is  faid,  that  in  the  year  1687,  being  appointed 
fmbai&dor  to  the  Ottoman  Porte,  he  performed  the  journey 
tafoot. 

C  3  not 
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not  fail  of  being  agreerible  to  one  with  whoni 
nature  had  formed  him  to  afiipiils^te,  notwith-p 
(landing  the  inequality  of  their  ypars  :  and  Sir 
William  foon  admitted  liim  to  a  fliare  of  his 
friendftiip.  They  affbciated  together  on  terms 
of  intimacy  J  and*  when  they  w^ere  feparated^ 
a  literary  correfpoadence  iiib lifted  between 
them^  fo  long  as  Sir  William  lived;  and  at  hif 
death*  Mr.  Pope  did  juftice  to  his  memory,  by 
the  epitaph  now  extant  among  his  w^orks. 

This  retirement  in  the  foreft,  could  not  be 
Otherwife  than  grateful  to  a  ftudious  mind,  ancj 
we  may  judge  of  the  imprefiions  it  made,  from 
our  poet^s  havings  about  this  time,  compofed  his 
Ode  on  Solitude^  which  is  the  firft  fruit  now 
extant  of  his  poetical  genius*  and  which  ftrongly 
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talents  were  congenial  with  his  own,  Aat  he 
abandoned  the  reft,  and  ftudied  his  writings 
with  unconunon  pleafure  and  unremitted  atten^ 
tion.  He  ufed  to  fay,  that  Dryden  had  improve 
ed  the  art  of  verlification  beyond  any  of  the 
preceeding  poets,  and  that  he  would  have  been 
perfeA  in  it,  had  he  not  been  fo  often  obliged  to 
write  with  precipitation.  His  works,  there- 
fore, ferved  as  one  of  the  models  from  whence 
our  poet  copied,  and  he  even  adopted  the-  very 
turns  of  his  periods  :  juft  as  Mr.  Addifon  did 
thofe  of  Sir  William  Temple  in  profe,  not  lefe 
Arongly  marked  than  the  imitations  of  the 
poet,  though  lefs  commonly  obferved.  In  fhort, 
ftom  Dryden  principally,  our  bard  learnt  all  the 
Bligic  of  his  verfification. 

Fram  the  time  he  became  fo  enamoured  of 
Drydett*s  wt>rks,  he  grew  impatient  to  fee  the 
audior,  and  at  length  procured  a  friend  to  in- 
troduce him  to  a  coffee-houfe  which  Dryden 
frequented,  where  he  had .  the  fatisfadion  of 
feeing  him.  But  Dryden  died  before  any  inti- 
macy could  take  place  between  them,  which  Mr. 
Pope  often  lamented,  particularly  in  his  firft 
letter  to  Mr.  Wycherley,  in  the  following  pa- 
thetic  manner. "  Virgilium  tantum  'uldu^ 

He  never  {poke  of  him  without  a  kind  of  rap- 
turous veneration,  and  he  makes  refjfcftable 
mentioo  of  him  in  feveral  parts  of  his  works. 

During  his  refidence  in  the  foreft,  our  poet,  being 
then  between  the  years  of  thirteen  and  fifteen, 
eompoied  a  comedy  ind  a  tragedy.  With  regard 
to  the  fubje<a  of  the  former,  we  are  wholly  ia 

C  4  '^^ 
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the  dark  ;  the  latter  however  wis  founded  on  a 
ftory  taken  from  flie  legend  of  St.  Gene  vie  vet 
But  whether  he  diftrufled  his  talents  for  dra- 
matic poetn'^,  or  whether  he  was  cautious  of 
hazarding  his  fame  on  the  fickle  tafte  of  a  cap-i 
tious  audience,  he  xould  never  be  prevailed  on 
to  write  for  the  ftage^  though  he  was  ftrongly 
importuned  by  feveral^  and  particularly  by 
Eettertou  *^  with  whom  he  was  acquainted  from 
a  boy  f  • 

In 


*  It  appears  to  have  been  Mr.  Bciterton's  good  fortune^ 
to  have  been  not  only  admired  as  a  p1a)fer,  but  eileemed  as 
a  man*  In  the  poflfcript  to  one  of  our  author's  letters  to 
Mr,  Croniwelf,  he  fpraks  of  him  in  a  manner,  which  does 
honour  to  his  memory. 
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'  In  his  latter  days  he  told  a  particular  £iiend 
that  he  had  a  ftrong  propenfity  to  the  tragic 
drama,  and  fhould  certainly  have  made  it  his 
principal  ftudy,  had  not  the  moral  and  intel« 
ledual  charaders  of  the  players  of  his  timey 
(o  different  from  that  of  Betterton,  always 
deterred  him  from  putting  his  defign  in  execu^ 
tion.  And  whoever  has  carefully  obfervedi 
m  his  other  works,  the  profound  penetration 
into  nature,  and  eafy  fublune  of  expreffion,  to- 
gether  with  his  uncommon  correfbiefs  of  judg- 
ment, will  hardly  doubt  but  he  would  have  fuc- 
ceeded  to  the  utmoft  of  his  ambition,  and  what 
it  more  to  his  own  fatisfa^on,  in  the  merit  of 
theatrical  compofition. 

Soon  after  his  compofing  thefe  dramatic  pieces^ 
our  poet  had  the  courage  to  attempt  the  arduous 
taik  of  writing  an  epic  poem,  which  he  called  Al« 
cander  J,  of  which  he  wrote  four  books  of  about 


**  Leave  elegy  and  tranflation  to  the  inferior  clafs,  on 
wboin  the  Mules  only  glance  now  and  then,  like  our  win- 
ier*s  fun,  and  then  leave  them  in  the  dark.  Think  on  the 
dignity  of  trasedy,  which  is  of  the  greater  poetry,  as  Den-^* 
nis  fays,  and  foil  nim  at  his  other  weapon,  as  you  have  done 
in  criticirm.  Every  one  wonders  that  a  genius  like  yours 
will  not  fupport  the  Anking  drama ;  and  Mr.  Wilkes  (tho* 
J  think  bis  talent  is  comedy)  has  exprefled  a  furious  ambi* 
tion  to  fwcll  in  your  buflcins.'^ 

X  As  fome,  perhaps,  may  be  curious  of  farther  informa* 
tion  refpeding  this  early  and  adventurous  efiay,  it  may  not 
be  improper  to  fubjoin  the  following  particulars.  Alcander 
was  a  prince  of  Rhodes^  driven  from  his  crown  by  Deucalion^ 
fiUber  •f  Minos.     In  this  epicpicce^  Alcander  difplayedall 

the 
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u  thoufand  verfes  eachp  Into  this  piece,  he  eon-  ♦ 
feffed^  tboiigh  wiUi  a  ridicule  on  the  attempt^  that 
he  lud  thrown  all  his  learning,  as  MUton  hag 
^Jone  with  too  much  profufion,  in  his  Paradife 
Loft.  Tlvis  Alcander  was  chiefly  an  imitative  - 
poem,  in  which  Mr.  Pope  had  coUeited  the 
leveral  beauties  of  all  the  epic  writers  he  wa« 
thea  acquainted  with  *.  i 

t 
It  is  the  chara^fleriftic  of  a  great  genius  to 
jaakc  early  efforts  far  beyond  its  ftrength.     Our  j 
poet,  ho^'^ever,  was  fenfible  of  the  wcaknefs  of 
this  attempt,    and  fpeaks  of  it   with  the  moft 
amiable  franknefs,  in  a  paflage  reftored  to  the  I 
excellent   preface   before  his  works.     **  I  con- 
fefs,"  fays  he,  "  there  was  a  time  when  I  was 
in  love  with  myielf,  and  my  firft  productions 
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Atterbury,  the  Bifliop  of  Rochefter,  a  little 
fccfore  he  left  Er^laad^  advifed.  him  to  burn  itf 
which  he  did  *,  though  as  be  coafeflfed  vnth 
feme  regret. 

The  bilhop,  on  this  occafion,  in  one  of  his 
letters  to  Mr.  Pqpe,  expreffes  himfelf  thws — " 
*^  I  am  not  forry  your  Alcander  is  burnt;  had  I 
known  your  intentions^  I  would  have  intw^ 
ceeded  for  the  firft  page,  and  put  it,  with  your 
leave,  among  ,my  cmriofities."  As  a  proof, 
however,  that  this  early  piece  was  deeply  im-* 
printed  in  his  memory,  and  that  he  was  not 
partial  to  its  imperfedions,  he  took  a  pleafure 
in  laughing  at  the  childiih  extravagances  in  thi$ 
poem,  and  in  mentioning  them  to  his  friends* 
Among  thefe,  was  a  defcription  of  a  Scythian 
iiero,-in^o  contemned  a  pillow,  though  of  fbow, 
as  luxury  and  efEeminacy.  Some  of  thefe  extra-*- 
vagances,  are  pleafantly  produced  for  examples 
ia  the  art  of  Jinking  in  poetry  ^  under  the  title 
of  verfes  by  an  Anonymous.  He  muft  be  a 
writer  of  true  genius,  who  has  the  virtue  to 
fidicule  his  own  defeats. 

The  ridicule,  however,  of  this  juvenile  attempt^ 
did  not  difcourage  him  from  once  more  attempting 
this  fpecies  of  compofition ;  for,  in  his  riper  years, 
he  formed  a  defign  of  writing  an  epic  poem, 
founded  on  a  ilory  recorded  in  the  old  annaliil: 


*  It  msky  oot  be  immaterial  to  add,  that  the;  dramatic 
pieces  abov't  fpolcen  of^  (bared  the  fame  fate* 

Geoffrey 
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GeoflFrey  of  Monmouth,  concerning  the  arrival 
of  Brutus  the  fuppofed  grandfon  of  ^neas  into 
our  ifland,  and  the  fettlement  of  the  firft  foun- 
dations of  the  Britilh  monarchy*  of  which 
more  hereafter. 

Mr,  Pope's  next  poetical  effay,  after  this  epic 
piece  of  Alcander,  was  his  Paflarals^  which  he 
wrote  lX  the  age  of  fixteen :  and  he  ufed  to  fay 
pleafantly,  that  herein  he  literally  followed  the 
pafiage  in  Vij'gil,  where  he  fays, 

*^  Cum  camrem  regis  ci  praeiia^**  &c 

Being  now  come  to  fuch  part  of  his  worki, 
as  have  undergone  the  trials  of  criticifm ;  it 
remains  agreeably  to  the  plan  propofed*  to  exa* 
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Many  of  thofe  who  have  occafionally  criti- 
clfed  on  our  poet^  have  written  only  to  expofe 
their  ignorance  or  their  ill  nature.  Peace  to  the 
remains  of  futility  and  envy ! 

There  is  one  however,  (the  author  of  Aa 
EJfajf  on  the  genius  andnvritings  of  Pope)  who  * 
has  undertaken  the  office  in  form ;  and  has,  fo 
far  as  he  has  gone,  executed  it,  at  leaft  with 
politenefe  and  elegance.  If  I  am  inclined  to 
difpute  fome  of  his  principles,  and  cannot  al- 
ways fubicribe  to  the  propriety  of  his  applica** 
dons,  I  (hall  at  lead,  wherever  I  diffent  from 
him,  endeavour  to  exprefs  myfelf  with  the 
feme  temper,  and  with  the  fame  decorum.  Per-* 
fHaded  as  I  am,  that  tiie  learned  writer  meant 


^  This  work  is  anonymous,  but  the  name  of  the  author  is 
well  known  to  the  learned  world.  As  he  has  himfelf,  how* 
ever,  thought  proper  to  conceal  it  from  the  public,  I  do  not 
tbtok  myfelf  at  liberty  to  proclaim  it :  for  though  the  merit 
•f  the  work  is  fuch,  as,  upon  the  whole^  might  do  credit  to 
any  name,  yet  at  is  but  decent  to  allow  every  writer  to  be 
the  beft  judge  of  what  conduces  to  his  own  intered  and  re- 
putation. At  the  fame  time,  I  will  be  free  to  obferve, 
chat  though  this  effay  is  evidently  the  work  of  an  ele- 
gant critic  and  polite  fcholar ;  yet  it  by  no  means  anfwers 
to  the  title.  Paflagcs  are  frequently  cited  from  Mr.  Pope, 
without  the  leaft  remark  upon  them  \  and  only  ferve  to  in* 
troduce  a  ftring  of  anecdotes  and  quotations  concerning  fo* 
reiga  writers,  .or  perhaps  foreign  fubjetfts.  This  method,  it 
is  true,  is  extremely  entertaining  to  readers  of  a  certain 
clafs;  but  it  is  rather  too  mifcelianeous  and  digrefTive  :  and, 
let  it  be  faid,  without  envy  or  ill-manners,  that  it  favours 
too  much  of  a  laviih  difplay  of  erudition,  to  which  a  writer,^ 
of  fuch  approved  learning,  might  have  dccmwd  himfelf  fu- 
fcridr. 

to 
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to  fix  the  true  merit  of  oiir  poet^  and  to  fettc 
the  caufe  of  literature ;  and  being  confcious  that 
I  am  influenced  by  the  fame  motives*  I  fliall 
freely  animadvert  on  the  errors  and  inaccura- 
cies of  the  critic^  and  as  candidly  admit  the 
|uftice  of  his  cenfure,  and  the  propriety  of  his 
correftions.  In  this  critique,  however,  I  Ihall 
purfue  a  different  method  from  the  author  of 
the  Eifay:  for  before  he  enters  into  any  exa- 
mination of  our  poet's  v^ritings,  he,  in  his  de- 
dication to  Dr.  Young,  and  in  other  places,  more 
than  hints  his  opinion  of  the  nature  and  extent 
of  our  poet*s  genius.  But  I  propofe  firft  to 
analyze  Mr.  PopE*s  writings,  and  from  thence 
ihall  attempt  to  afcertain  the  nature  and  force 
of  his  genius  ;  for  as  I  fhould  blufli  to  mifleadf 
fo  I  equally  fcorn  to  prepoflefs  the  leaden 
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At-prefcnt  it  is  fuflRcient  to  obferve,  that  waa 
it  true  as  Ac  critic  objefts,  that  there  is  riot  a 
fingle  nsral  image  in  thefe  paftorals  that  is 
new,  it  is  no  more  than  what  our  poet  himfeif 
premifeS)  with  that  candor  and  modefly  whidi 
is  ever  attendant  oh  genuine  merit.  For  in  his 
excellent  difcourfe  prefixed  to  thefe  paftoralsy 
ic  concludes  with  the  following  declaration^ 
**  But  after  all,  if  they  have  any  merit,  it  is  ta 
•*  be  attributed  to  Ibme  good  old  airthors,  whofe 
**  works  as  I  had  leiftrre  to  ftudy,  fo  I  hope  I 
"  have  not  wanted  care  to  imitate*'^  Notmth- 
ftanding  this  modeft  declaration^  perhaps  fomc 
pdEiges  may  be  juftly  deemed  original. 

It  is  obfervable  that  a  paftoral  is  appropriated 
\o  each  feafon  of  the  year,  and  that  the  fcene  as 
wdl  as  the  hour  of  the  day,  is  artfully  diffin- 
guiihed  in  each,  which  in  fome  inftances  gives,  x 
peculiar  beauty  to  the  imagery  ;  as  in  the  follow- 
ing couplet  dcfcribingtheykw;w^r  feafon  :  thefcenc 
is  by  a  river  fide ;  and  the  time  of  the  day,  noon. 


"  Where  dancing  fun-beams  dn  the  waters  playMy 
**  And  verdant  Alders  form'd  a  quiv'ring  fhade. 


ir 


Thefe  lines  are  perfeftly  piflurefque,    nor   are 
the  following  inferior.  . 

**  Soft  as  he  mournM,  the  ftreams  forgot  to  floW, 
**  The  flocks  around  a  dumb  compaffion  fhow, 
**  The  naiads  wept  in  ev^iy  watry  bow'ry 
^  And  Jove  coi^ented  in.  a  filent  ftiow'r." 

Though 
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ThougK  it  may  be  allowed  that  the  new  images 
in  thefe  paftorals  are  not  frequent,  yet  in 
truth,  it  is  too  much  to  fay,  that  they  do  not 
afford  a  fmgle  image  that  is  new-  Let  any 
reader  of  fenfibility  attend  to  the  following  lines 
in  the  fecond  paftoral,  where  the  poet  delcribes 
the  charms  of  his  miftrefs*s  voice* 

^'  But  would  you  fing  and  rival  Orpheus'  ftraia> 
**  The  wond'ring  foreft  foon  fhould  dance  again, 
**  The  moving  mountains  hear  the  powerful  call, 
•*  And  beadlongjireams  hang  lijfning  in  thcir/aiV* 

The  laft  line  furely  prefents  a  neiv  image,  and 
SL  bold  one  too  *'. 


The  following  couplet  likewife  from  the  fourth 
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death  of  Daphne  affords  a  new  unage,  and  the 
peribQificadon  has  a  fine  eflFe^t. 

"  The  balmy  zephyrs^  filent  fince  her  death, 
**  Lament  the  ceafing  of  a  fweeter  breath  *♦'* 

Thp  fame  may  be  faid  of  the  following  beauti«» 
fid  couplet  in  this  paftoral. 

**  No  more  the  mounting  larks,  while  Daphne 

"fmgs, 
**  Shall  Hji^ning  in  midniir  fufpend  their  wings.*^ 

The  image  of  the  birds  liftening  with  their 
wbgs  fufpended  in  mid-air,  is  ftriking ;  and  I 
*  tnift,  new  f. 

•Our  critic  having  thus  fet  out  with  denying 
our  poet  the  merit  of  invention,  he  immediately 
nukes  a  kind  of  digreffion  in  praife  of  Theo- 
critus; whom  he  very  frequently  ftiles  the  fa- 
ther and  model  of  this  enchanting  kind  of  com- 
pofition.   Theocritus,  he  obferves,  derived  many 


•  The  four  lines  which  precede  thefe,  grc  incomparably 
fine;  but  I  know  not  whether  they  may^not  be  confiderej 
as  imitations  of  thofe  beautiful  paftoral  images  in  £ve> 
fpcechto  Adam;  which  are  thus  recapitulated  :_ 

**  But  neither  breath  of  morn,  when  ihe  afcends 
**  Wiih  charm  of  earlieft  birds,"  &c, 

•f  The  two  lines  however  which  immediately  follow, 

**  No  more  the  birds  (hall  imitate  her  lays, 

**  Or  hu(h'd  with  wonder,  hearken  from  the  fprays," 


^but  convey  the  fame  image,  a  little  diver fificd. 


advan- 
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adrant^gcs  from  the  climate  in  which  he  livecf 
and  wrote,  "  The  poet,**  lays  he»  **  defcribed 
what  he  faw  and  felt,  and  had  no  need  to  have 
rccourfe  to  thofe  artificial  aflemblages  of  pleaf- 
ing  objaftSi  which  are  not  to  be  ibund  in  na- 
ture. The  figs  and  honey  which  he  affigns  * 
as  a  reward  to  a  vitloriows  OiepheVd,  were  in 
thcmfelves  exquiute,  and  are  therefore  alEgned 
with  great  propriety.'* 

With  due  deference  to  our  critic^  however, 
thefe  remarks  do  not  appear  to  be  well  founded. 
The  figs  and  honey  of  SiciJy»  how^ever  exqui- 
fite  in  themfelves,  w  ere  common  to  the  inha- 
bitants :  and  whoever  is  acquainted  with  the 
nature  of  the  human  appetites,  will  allow  that 
things  in   general  eftimation*   are   not  always 
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leftrained  in  his  defcriptions  to  the  produce  of 
particular  climes.  He  may  impregnate  every 
foil  with  what  feed  beft  fuits  his  purpofe :  he 
majr  make  the  fpicy  gales  of  Arabia,  dif- 
fiiie  their  fragrance  over  fcentlefs  and  fterile 
wilds :  he  may  bring  the  garden  of  the  Hefpe- 
rides  from  its  native  Africa,  and  make  the  gol- 
den fruit  ripen  in  the  moft  untoward  clime. 
The  following  cenfure,  therefore,  will  probably 
be  thought  too  nice  and  captious,  **  Com- 
plaints," fays  he,  **  of  immoderate  heat,  and 
wifties  to  be  conveyed  to  cooling  caverns,  when 
uttered  by  the  inhabitants  of  Greece,  have  a  de- 
corum and  confiftency  which  they  totally  lofc 
m  the  charader  of  a  Britifh  Ihepherd," 

That  fuch  caufes  of  complaint  will  more  fre- 
quently occur  in  the  Grecian  climate,  is  unqucf- 
tionable  ;  but  is  it  neceflary  to  make  a  complaint 
of  this  kind  confiftent,  that  every  day  (hould  be 
a  dog-day  ?  The  Britifh  fhepherd  might  very 
confiftently  defcribe  what  he  often  felt,  though 
not  fo  frequently  as  the  Grecian ;  and  we  have 
days  in  England,  which  might  make  even  a 
Grecian  faint. 

He  admits,  however,  that  Mr.  Pope  was  fen- 
fible  of  the  importance  of  adapting  images  to 
the  fcene  of  adlion ;  which  he  inftances  in  the 
tranflation  of  the  following  line : 

"  Audit  Eurotas^  J^lfitqitc  edifcere  laiirosP 

Here* our  poet,  as  the  critic  candidly  obfervcs, 
bs  dropped  the  laurels  appropriated  to  Eurotas, 

D  12  aa 
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as  he  is  fpeaking  of  the  river  Thames ;  and  haf 
rendered  it 

"  Thames  heard  the  numbers  as  he  flow'd  along, 
**  And  bade  his  njuillouus  learn  the  moving  fong  *.'* 

Our  critiG  objefts  that  **  a  mixture  of  Britifli 
and  Grecian  ideas,  may  be  juftly  deemed  a  ble- 
mifh  in  the  Pastorals  of  Pope  :  and  pro- 
priety*'* he  adds,  **  is  certain  to  be  violated 
when  he  couples  Pa<9:olus  with  the  Thames/^ 
&c.  How  far  fiich  a  violation  is  to  be  imputed 
to  our  poet,  let  the  lines  from  the  mouth  of  the 
fhepherd  fpeak  for  themfelves, 

**  O'er  golden  fands  let  rich  Paftolus  flowt 
"  And  trees  weep  amber  on  the  banks  of  Po ; 
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What  the  critic  means  by  coupling  Pa£tolus 
with  Thames,  it  is  not  eafy  to  conjcaurc.  Tliey 
ftand  evidendy  contradijiingui/hed :  %nA  furely 
the  poet  might  draw  a  contraft  from  Greece, 
without  being  chargeable  with  a  faulty  mxturt 
«f  Britiih  asd  Grecian  ideas. 

Etct  partial  to  his  favourite  Sicilian,  the  cri^ 
tic  prefers  his  imagery  to  Mr.  Pope's  in  the 
fidlowing  inftance.  "  A  fliephcrd,"  fars  he, 
^  in  TTieocritns,  wiflies  with  much  tendemefs 
and  elegance,  both  which  muft  fuffer  in  a  literal 
tranflation,-^— **  Would  I  could  become  ;i  mur- 
muring bee,'  fly  into  your  grotto,  and  be  per-* 
mitted  to  creep  among  the  leaves  of  ivy  and 
fern,  that  tx>mpofe  the  chaplet  which 'adorns 
yoarhead.^*  Pope,  he  obferves,  has  thus  sl^ 
tered  this  image : 

^  Oh !  were  I  made  by  fome  transforming  pow'r 
"  The  captive  bird  that  fmgs  within  thy  bow^r  ! 
**  Then  might  my  voice  thy  lift'ning  ears  employ^ 
•*  And  I  thofe  kifles  he  receives,  enjoy.^ 

**  On  three  accounts,*'  he  concludes,  "  the 
foregoing  image  is  preferable  to  the  latter.  For 
the  paftoral  wildnefs,  delicacy,  and  uncommon- 
i^  pf  the  thought.'^ 

It  is  ibmewhat  ffarange  that  the  critic  (hould 
appkiad  the  Greek  image  for  the  uncommonnefs 
(rf  thp  thought :  fince  it  is  the  perfection  of  paf- 

D  t^  toral 
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toral  images  to  be  fimple  and  natural.  The 
beauty  of  this  kind  of  poetry,  arifes  from  a 
natural  eafc  of  thought,  and  fmoothnefs  of  verfe* 
Now  nothing  can  be  more  fimple  and  natural, 
and  at  the  fame  time  more  plaintive  and  pathetic^ 
than  the  image  of  Mr.  Pope;  nor  can  any 
thing  be  expreffed  with  greater  beauty^  and 
harmony  of  numbers  *, 

A  lover  who  wllbes  for  a  metamorphofiSi 
for  the  fake  of  approaching  more  clolely  to  his 
millrefs,  would  undoubtedly  wifh  to  be  trans* 
formed  iruto  fomething  which  might  be  the  ob- 
ject of  her  carefTes,  and  not  into  that  from 
which  fhe  would  £hrink  and  retire. 


The  image  in  Theocritus  is  ftraincd  and  nnaa- 
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Impartial  judgment  muft,  neverthelefs,  in 
feme  degree,  fubfcHbe  to  the  propriety  of  our 
critic's  animadverfion  on  the  riddle  of  the  Royal 
oakt  in  the  firft  paftoralf  which /is  in  imitation 
of  the  Virgilian  enigma ;  and,  as  he  well  ob- 
fcrves,  favours  of  pun  and  puerile  conceit. 

"  Say^  Daphnis,  fay,  in  what  glad  foil  appears, 
"  A  wood'rous  tree  that  facred  monarchs  bears  ?" 

»  **  With  what  propriety,  tlie  critic  a£ks,  could 
the  tree  whofe  Ihade  proteded  the  King, 
be  iaid  to  be  prolific  of  princes  ?*'  Here  hovr-% 
ever,  there  does  not  feem  to  be  the  impropiiety 
which  the  critic  apprehends.  For  the  tree,  by 
preferring  the  royal  line,  may,  not  improperly, 
be  (aid  to  be  prolific  of  Princes.  After  all,  if 
idle  riddles  be  a  rural  amufement  all  the  world 
over,  there  can  be  no  great  objection  to 
tbeir  being  introduced  in  paftoral  fcenes :  and  if 
rea&n  would  not  juftify  the  ufe  of  them  with- 
out example,  our  bard  could  fhelter  himfelf 
under  no  authority  more  unexceptionable  than 
that  of  VirgiL 

Among  thefe  paflorals,  the  moil  confpicisous 
is  the  Meifiah,  a  facred  eclogue,  in  imitation  of 
Virgil's  Pollio  *.     This,  the  critic  allows  to  be 


•  It  Is  but  juft  to  obfervc,  that  our  criiic  has  cor- 
rtSbed  a  erammatical  error  in  the  Mcjftahy  where  our 
poet  fhould  have  faid.  The  fwain— — 

**  Shall  START  amidft  the  thirfty  wild  to  hear 
^  New  falls  of  water  murmuring  in  his  car." 

P  4  f»- 
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Superior  to  the  Pollio  :  and  indeed^  if  Mr,  Pope 
hadgiTen  no  otber  inftance  of  the  fuMime,  this 
alone  would  prove  the  fublimity  of  his  genius  f. 
How  folemn  and  awful  is  the  following  invo- 


cation 


i 


-**  O  Thou  my  voice  infpJre 


€i 


Who  tOuchM  Ifaiah's  hallowM  lips  with  fire  l^ 


In  what  a  bold  exalted  ftrain,  does  the  poet 
break  forth. 


***  Hark !  a  glad  voice  the  lonely  defart  cheers ; 
**  Prepare  the  way !  a  God,  a  God  appears  ; 
**  A  God>  a  God  !  the  vocal  hills  reply, 
**  The  rocks  proclaim  th*  approaching  Deity. 
**  Lot  eanh  receives  him  frora  the  bending  fkies  J 


i( 
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which  are  colle£i:ed  by  the  learned  editor  of  his 
works  *•  Some  inftances  of  imitation  however^ 
fecm  to  have  efcaped  his  recoUe^ti^m.  The 
84th  line  in  p^ticuUrvof  the  4th  paibralfi 
on  winter ; 

^  Thy  name,  thy  honour,  and  thy  pffaife  ihall 
"livct!** 

it  an  imitation^  or  rather  indqed)  a  literal  trani^ 
lation  of  the  following  line  in  Virgil 

^^  Semper  hanosy  nomenque  tuum^  Undone  ma^ 
nebuntJ' 


*  Tbe  prefcnt  Bifhop  oF  Gloucefter. 

f  This,  which  was  our  author's  favourite  paftcvraU  WU 

Writlen  to  the  memory  ^f  Mrs.  Tempeft,  a  lady  of  an  aja«> 

Cieot  family  in  Yorkfbire,  aid  pa^rtiguUrly  admired  by  our 

author's  friend  Mr.  WaMh  ;  who  having  celebrated  her  in  a 

paftoral  elegy,  deflred  his  friend  to  do  the  fame,  as  appears 

from  one  of  his  letters,  where  he  fays, — "  Your  laft  eclogue 

king  on  tbe  fanie  fubje<a  with  that  of  mine  on  Mrs.  Tern- 

peft'adcathy  I  Ihould  taice  it  very  kindly  in  you  to  give  it  a 

Kttic  turn,  as  if  it  were  to  the  memory  of  the  fame  lady,  if 

tkey  were  not  written  for  (<Mne  particular  woman,    whom 

you  would  make  immortal.    You  n»v  take  oceafion  to  fl>ew 

the  diffenence  between  poets  miftreflcs,  and  other  men's." 

Tbe  death  of  this  lady  having  happened  on  the  night  of  the 

great  ftonn  in  1703,  gave  a  propriety  to  his  eclogue,  which 

in  its  general  turn  alludes  to  it. 

t  It  is  ©bfervahlct  that  the  fame  line  occurs,  with  little 
variation,  towards  the  conclufion  of  the  third  canto  qf  the 
lUpc  of  the  Lock 

^  So  XoDfttjf  hopo^s  mme)  and  praiib  fl^  l^ve." 

Thefe 


43 


THE   LIFE    OF 


Thefe  pa  florals  were  fo  much  admired,  that 
they  hrought  our  poet  acquainted  with  the  moft 
eminent  men  of  that  time.  Sir  William  Trum- 
ball,  who  was  his  zealous  patron^  firft  fhev\xxl 
them  to  Mr,  Wycherley,  who  communicated 
them  to  Mr.  Walfli^  the  author  of  many  pieces 
both  in  profe  and  verfe,  and  efteemed  by  Mr. 
Dryden,  to  have  been  one  of  the  bell  critics  of 
his  age.  He  was  fo  delighted  with  them,  that, 
in  his  letter  to  Mn  Wycherley,  he  fays^ —  **  Tlie 
autlior  feems  to  have  a  particular  genius  for  this 
kind  of  poetry,  and  a  judgment  that  far  ex- 
ceeds His  years.  He  has  taken  very  freeiy  from 
the  antients,  but  what  he  has  mixed  of  his  own 
with  theirs,  is  no  way  inferior  to  what  he  has 
taken  from  them.  It  is  not  flattery  to  fay  that 
Virgil  had  written  nothing  fo  good  at  his  age. 
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.  Notwithftanding  the  early  time  of  their  pro- 
du^on,  our  author  himfelf  efteemed  thei^  as 
the  moft  correal  in  the  verlification,  and  mufical 
ki  the  numbers,  of  all  his  works ;  being  con- 
icious,  as  we  may  learn  from  his  preface,  how 
much  their  excellence  depended  on  thofe  nice-i 
tics ;  in  which  he  appears,  even  then,  to  have 
had  uncommon  {kill  c  for  in  one  of  his  letters 
to  Mr.  Walih  about  this  time,  we  find  an  enu-> 
meratidn  of  feveral  niceties  in  veriification, 
which  perhaps  have  never  been  ftridtiy  obferved 
iQ  any  Englifli  poem,  except  in  thefe  paflpr^s. 

Our  poet,  indeed,  feems  never  to  have  re-t 
mitted  his  attention  to  the  correftnefs  of  his 
▼erfification ;  10  which  he  was  greatly  encour 
raged  by  the  advice  of  Mr.  Wallh,  who  ufed  to 
tdl  him  there  was  one  way  left,  of  excelling : 
for  that,  though  we  had  feveral  great  poets,  yet 
we  never  had  any  that  was  correct ;  and  he 
therefore  recommended  corrednefs  to  him,  as 
his  principal  (ludy  and  aim. 

It  muft  be  confefled,  however,  that  thefe  pa-r 
ftoraU  did  not  efcape  the  malice  of  criticifm,  at 
the  time  of  their  publication. 

Many,  who  had  not  judgment  to  diflinguiih 
what  is  rural  from  what  is  rtej^ic^  imputed  to  them 
that  they  wanted  that  fimplicity,  which  is  the 
charafl:eri(lic  of  paftoral  poetry.  To  ridicule  thefe 
objedions,  Mr.  Po^p  E  privately  fent  an  effay,  which 
was  publiihed  in  a  paper  called  the  Guardian ; 
and  which  contained  an  ironical  comparifon 
5  betweei^ 
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between  his  own  paftorals^  and  thofe  of  Phil- 
lips. In  this  effay,  our  author  went  fo  far  as 
to  deny  tliat  his  own  had  any  claim  to  be  called 
pallorals;  adding  humouroufly^  that  though 
they  were  by  no  means  paftorala,  yet  tl^y  were 
fomething  better. 

He  pleafantly  obferves,  that  neither  Theocri- 
tus nor  Virgil  intended  their  poems  for  pafto- 
rals ;  *'  and  in  that  refpea,"  fays  he,  **^  Phil- 
lips hath  excelled  both  Theocritus  and  Virgil* 
Virgil,  he  continueSj  hath  been  thought  guilty 
of  too  courtly  a  ftile-  Mr.  Pope,  he  adds,  hath 
fallen  into  the  fame  error  with  Virgil,  His 
clowns  do  not  convcrfe  in  all  the  Simplicity 
proper  to  the  country  :  his  names  are  borrowed 
from  Theocritus  and  Virgil,  which  are  improper 
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and  die  next  time  he  met  Mr.  Pope,  told  him, 
into  what  a  ridiculous  iituation  he  had  put  his 
fixends;  who  had  declared  their  diHike  of  hav- 
ing Phidlipa  fo  extolled  at  the  expence  of  an-- 
odier  of  die  club :  which  is  the  language  Steele 
hid  befofe  held  with  Pope,  when  he  firfl  re- 
ceited  the  pipers. 

Some  who  were  weak  enough  to  fuppofe  this 
comparifon  ferious,  thought  that  it  proceeded 
from  a  partiality  to  Mr.  Phillips ;  for  whom 
Sir  Richard  was  fuppofed  to  have  a  perfonal 
kindnds. 

Bat  the  real  occafion  of  that  ludicrous  piece 
of  critofm,  was  Mr.  Phillip's  injuftice  to  Mr. 
PoF£«  Whether  occafioned  by  the  latter's  fu- 
perior  talents,  or  the  former's  over-heated  zeal 
for  whiggifm,  certain  it  is,  that  Mr.  Phillips 
iras  always  induihious  to  reprefent  Mr.  Pope  as 
engaged  in  the  intrigues  of  the  tory  miniftry ; 
for  which  he  had  no  other  grounds  whatever, 
than  the  acquaintance  and  friendlhip  Mr.  Popk 
had  with  thofe  eminent  tory  wits  Swift  and 
Prior,  as  alfo  the  minifters  Oxford  and  Boling- 
broke.  'But  in  their  frequent  meetings,  politics^ 
never  entered  among  the  topics  of  convcrfation : 
And  I  am  warranted  to  fay  from  the  beft  autho- 
rity, that  Mr.  Pope  never  wrote  a  political 
paper  in  his  life. 

Mr.  Phillips's   mean   injuftice  on   this  head, 

raifcd  the  indignation  of  fome  of  Mr.  Pope's 

friends,  and  particularly  occafioned  the  Shep- 

2  herd's 
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herd's  Wkek  of  Gay,  in  the  proem  of  which, 
ih^t  ftmplicity^  for  which  Mr.  Phillips  ib  mucli 
valued  himfelf,  in  his  paftorals,  is  pleafantly 
ridiculed ;  as  is  the  naivete  of  the  incidents  of 
thde  paftorals  in  the  Shepherd's  Week  it- 
fdf-  Yet,  this  is  remarkable*  that  they  who 
were  not  in  the  fecret,  miftook  Gay's  paftorals 
for  a  hurlefque  on  Virgil's,  How  far  this  goes 
towards  avindication  of  Phillips's  manner  in  the 
coniLnnStion  of  his  poem,  let  others  judge. 

Our  bard,  neverthclcfs,  was,  in  general,  pe- 
culiarly happy  in  ctdtlvating,  improving,  and 
prefcrving,  a  friendfhip  witli  writers  of  repu- 
tation, though  he  fometinics  gave  offence  by 
the  ingenuous  candour  and  freedom,  which  he 
himielf  fo  ftrongly  rccouunends  in  the  follow- 
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that  his  old  friend  was  hurt  to  fee  his  infufii- 
dcncy  fo  expofed^  Being  aged  and  captious^ 
he  had  not  ftrength  of  underftanding  enough 
left  to  sbdmire  this  noMe  exertion  of  one  of  the 
beft  offices  of  friendihip,  nor  to  receive  it  with 
fuitable  thanks  and  gratitude*  Neverthelefs^ 
though  his  pride  was  fo  much  offended  that  he» 
for  fome  time,  diicontir^ued  all  correfpondence 
with  Mr.  Pope,  yet  bis  judgment  was  fo  far 
correded,  that  he  defifted  from  his  defiga  of 
rq)ublifhing  his  poems» 

This  weak  and  ungenerous  return,  Mr.  Pope 
rciented  with  a  moderation  and  dignity  far 
above  his  years.  For  when  Mr.  Cromwell  gave 
lum  the  firft  bint  of  Wycherley*s  chagrin,  he 
anfwcred  thus 

**  I  may  derive  this  pleafure  from  It,  that 
whereas  I  muft  otherwife  have  been  a  little  un- 
cafy  to  know  my  incapacity  of  returning  his 
obligations,  I  may  now,  by  bearing  his  frailties^ 
cxercife  my  gratitude  and  friendfhip  more, 
than  himfelf  either  is,  or  perhaps  ever  will  be 
ie&iible  of. 

**  i7/f  m^osy  primus  qnijtbijunxity  amores 

"  Abftulity  tile  habeat  fecuniyjirvetquc  fepulchro.^ 

In  the  laft  vifit  which  Mr.  Pope  made  to 
him,  the  breach  was  openly  intimated.  *•  He 
told  me,  (fays  Mr.  Pope  in  a  letter  to  Cronv- 
well)  he  was  going  inftantly  out  of  town,  and 
till  his  return  was  my  humble  fervant/'  Here- 
upon 
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upon  Mr.  Pope  finding  that  this  journey  intd 
the  country  was   not  ib  inftantaneous  as  was 
pretended,  did  not  fpare  to  return  the  compU-* 
ment,     "  I   beg  you,'*    fays   he,  to   the  fame 
friend,  "  do  what  you  may  with  all  truth,  that' 
*^  is,    aflure  Mr.  Wycherley  I  have  ever  born 
all  refpe(fts  and  kindnefs  imaginable  to  him. 
I  don't  know  to    this  hour,  what  it  is  that' 
has  eftranged  him  from  me ;  but  this  I  fcnow^  ' 
that  he  may  for  the  future  be  more  fafely  my 
friend,  fince  no  invitation  of  his  fhall  ever 
make  me  fo  free  with  him*" 


ii 


0 


u 


u 


By  the  mediation  of  a  common  friend,  Mf • 
Wyclierley  was  afterwards  prevailed  on  to  re-w 
fume  the  correfpondence,  yet  it  never  went 
farther  than  cool  refpecl  or  bare  ceremonial* 
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ever  fenilble  Mr.  Pope  was  of  the  ill  retura 
wmch  his  old  friend  made  to  his  fincerityt  yet 
fome  time  after  Mr.  Wycherley's  death,  his 
poems  being  republifhed  by  ibme  mercenary 
editor  in  the  year  17^8,  our  author  in  the  fol- 
lowing year,  printed  feveral  letters  which' pafled 
between  them,  in  vindication  of  Mr.  Wycher- 
ley's  fame,  againft  fome  mifconflruftions  pre- 
fixed to  that  edition :  and  throughout  the  whole 
of  this  mifunderftanding,  Mr.  Pope,  though  a 
jooths  difplayed  a  moil  manifeft  fuperiority. 


wife  men  fiiy,  fliould  be  the  laft  we  receive :  *<  For,  if  you 
obferve,^  lays  our  author,  ^*  maOrimony  is  placed  after  ex« 
treme  undkm  in  oar  catechifm,  as  a  kind  of  bint  of  the 
onlcr  of  time  in  which  they  are  to  be  taken.  The  old 
Bua  then  lay  down,  fatisfied  in  the  confcience  of  having  by 
tbb  one  aA,  paid  his  juft  debts,  obliged  a  woman,  who  (he 
wastoM)  had  merit,  and  (hewn  an  heroic  refentment  of  the 
iU-iiCige  of  his  next  heir.  Some  hundred  pounds,  which  he 
had  with  the  lady,  difcharged  thofe  debts ;  a  jointure  of 
bur  hundred  a  year,  made  her  a  recompence  ^  and  the  ne- 
phew he  left  to  comfort  himfelf,  as  well  as  he  could,  with 
the  miierable  remains  of  a  mortgaged  eftate.  I  faw  our 
friesd  twice  after  this  was  done ;  lefs  peevifli  in  his  ficknefs, 
than  he  ufed  to  be  in  his  health  ;  neither  much  afraid  of 
^jiog)  nor  (which  in  him  had  been  more  likely)  much 
ilhamed  of  marrying.  The  evening  before  he  expired,  he 
called  his  young  wife  to  the  bed- fide,  and  earneftly  entreated 
her  not  to  deny  him  One  requeft,  the  laft  he  fhould  make. 
Upon  her  afluranccs  of  confentine  to  it,  he  told  her,  ^*  My 
^,  it  IS  only  this,  that  you  will  never  marry  on  old  man 

S'n«'*  I  cannot  help  remarking,  that  ficknefs,  which 
a  deflroys  both  wit  and  wifdom,  yet  feldom  has  pow^r 
to  remove  that  talent  which  we  call  humour :  Mr.  Wy- 
cherley  (hewed  his,  even  in  this  laft  compliment ;  though  I 
think  his  requeft  a  little  hard,  for  why  ibould  he  bar  her 
from  doubling  her  jointure  on  the  fame  eafy  terms  ?" 

E  ^  It 
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It  IS  remarkable  that  our  poet  had  afterwards 
the  ill  luck  to  difoblige  Mr.  Cromwell  by  thtf 
fame  commendable  franknefs  and  fuicerity, 

InMn  Pope's  fuft  letter  to  Mr,  Gay,  in  tlie 
year  17 is,  he  fays —  ^*  Your  Friend  Mr,  Crom'* 
*'  well  has  been  filent  all  this  year.  1  believe 
*'  he  has  been  difpleafed  at  feme  or  other  of  my 
*'  freedoms,  which  I  very  innocently  take ;  and 
*'  liioft  with  thofe  I  think  moft  my  friends.'* 
Now  it  appears  by  his  letters  to  Mr.  Cromwell, 
that  our  poet  ufed  to  rally  him  on  his  turn  for 
trifling  and  pedantic  criticifm.  .So  he  loft  his 
two  early  friends,   Cromwell  and  Wycherley, 
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Wt^i^x^  Lanfji^wa^  to  whom  i^  i^  adcjr^edi 
i^miy  be  iiiferred  from  the  motto  *•  .    j* 

The  author  of  the  eflay  above-mentioned^ 
qpenft  his  criticifm  on  this,  giece)  by^iaying  that 
**  Dofcriptive  poetry  was.  bygao  means  the  Ihin- 
^  ing  talent  of  Pope**'  •  ^^ 

;.:-?...   .  .  ■  ,  .  .  ••  •  -     , 

-  in  this  ptemature  manner  docs  the  cflayirt 
cenfure  oiir  poet.— -;A  hard  cenfure,  which  even 
hisown  citations  contradict.  '    » 

•  .  T  * 

He  admits,  for  iilft^nce,  that  tholigh/fpcak- 
jbg  of  old  Father  Thames,  the^trate  at^d^ob- 
'"ti^us  iiiiignia  of  a  river  god  are  attributed  to 
him,  yet  there  is  one  circumftance  in  his  ap- 
pearance highly  pidhirefque,  which  is  q- 


^r 


**His  fea-green  mantle  waving  with.the  wind^^ 

He^  corifefles  likewife  that  the  relievo  upoii 
his  urn  is  finely  iniagiricd-= .         .w 

"  The  figurM  ftreams  in  waves  of  filver  rolled, 
**  And  on  their  banks  Augufta  rofe  in  goldj 

Our  critic  is  farther  obliged  to  acknowledge^ 
tKat  the  poet  has  with  ekqiiifite  ikill  fcle^ed 
<Jnly  thofe  rivers  as  attendantson  Thames,  who 


^,*  Non  tnjuffa  tano :   Te  n$ftrae^V  ^tc,  mjricae^ 
^       .Te  Ncma$  omne  canet ;  nee  Phoebo  g^a'ttlr  ulla  tji^ 
l^amjihi  quae  Vari  prafferiP/J  t4tgina  nm:n. 

.^•»  Hi  S3^  are 
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are  his  fubje£ts,  Vis  tributaries,  or  neighbours* 
The  paffage  alluded  to,  is  too  beautiful  to  be 
omitted* 

**  Firft  the  famM  authors  of  his  ancient  name, 
**  The  winding  Ifis  and  the  fruitful  Tame  i 
*'  The  Kmnci  fwift^  for  fiber  eels  renownM  j 
**  ThtLodden  flow, with  verdant  alders  crown *d; 
"  0)le^  whofe  dark  ftreams  his  flowery  iflandi 

**  lave  J 
**  And  chalky  Wey^  that  rolls  a  milky  wave  ; 
*^  The  blue,  tranfparent  Vandalu  appears; 
•    *'  The  gulphy  Lee  his  fedgy  treffes  rears  ; 

**  The  fullen  Mok'^  that  hides  hia  diving  flood; 
•  '  **  And  filent  Barents  ftain'd  withDanifh  blood/* 


The  following  fpecimen  likewife  of  pure  de* 
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The  other  fports  likewifc  of  fetting,  OiooN 
iflg,  and  hunting  are  defcribed  with  great 
beauty.  . 

The  following  lines  are  finely  defcriptive,  and 
it  the  fame  time  pathetic.  After  having  de- 
(bribed  a  pheafant  fhot,  he  gives  way  to  the  fol* 
lowing  moving  exclamation. 

"  Ah !  what  avail  his  glofly,  varying  djcs^ 
^^  His  piurple  creft,  and  fcarlet-circled  eyes, 
•*  The  vivid  green  his  fhining  plumes  unfold, 
^^  His  painted  wings,  and  breaft  that  flames 
•*  with  gold  ?*V 

The  following  Kncs  in  the  ftag-<:hafet  like- 
^e  are  inimitably  fine. 

•*  Th*^  impatient  courier  pants  in  ev*ty  vein, 
"  And  pawing,  feems  to  beat  the  diftant  plain  *r 
"  Hills,  vales,  and  floods  appear  already  crofs'd, 
**  And  ere  he  ftarts,  a  thoufkad  fteps  are  loft.** 


^  The  firft  two  lines  are  tranflated  from  Statius. 

•*  Stare  aJio  miferum  eflj  pereunt  vifiigia  milk 

•*  Anufugom^  abfmUniipu  ferit  gravii  ungulacampum.^ 

Thefe  lines,  Mr.  Dryden,  in  his  preface  to  his  tranflation 
of  Frefno/s  Art  of  rainting,  calls  wondirfully  fine  ;  and 
fays,  «  they  would  coft  him  an  hour,  H"  be  had  the  Ififure, 
'^  to  tranflate  them,  there  is  fo  much  beauty  in  the  original  ;'* 
iphici)^  probably  excited  Mr.  Pope  to  try  bis  art  widi  theou 


'  **  See  the  bold  youth  ftrain  up  the  threat'nin^ 

♦*  Ruflx  through  the  thicket^,  down  the  valleys 
'f  fweep,  ' 

^^-4«  Hang  o*er  their  courfers  heads  with  esqger 

'  ^  A  nd  earth  rolls  back  beneath  the  flyi  ng  fteed/ ' 

Many  other,  and  more  ftriking  inftances 
of  Mr^  PpPJE^s  talent  for  defcriptioii,  appear  in 
the  feourfe  of  his  works,  and  fome  will  be  taken 
notice  of  jn'their  proper  places. 

It  is  certain,  that  defcriptive  poetry  can  claim 
Jliiit'  a  very  fubordinatq  r^nk  ir;  the  fcale  of  poe-^ 
tical  Excellence.     As   the  leanied  editor  of  his 
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-Who  could  take  offence 


.^*  While  pure  Defcription  held  the  place  of 
«  Sci?fe  ?'? 

Mr.  Pope,  however,  has  not  failed  in  this 

Stake  every  occafion  of  adorning  good 
ind  he  fometimes,  as  pur  critic  obferves^ 
:es  moral  fentences  and  inflxudtions  in 
aa%blique  and  indire<St  manner,  in  places 
wkere  one  expe<f3B  only  painting  and  amufe- 
mfct.  Thus  we  have  viirtiie,  as  our  poet  him- 
fclf  remarks  *,  put  upon  us  by  furprize,  and  are 
plcafed  to  find  a  thing  where  we  Ihould  never 
have  looked  to  meet  with  it. 

Among  other  fpecimens  of  this  diftinguifhing 
excellence,  our  critic  has  capdidly  fdeded  the 
Mowing,  where,  after  fpeaking  of  hare-hunting, 
the  poet  fubjoins — — • 

**  Beads,  urg'd  by  us,  their  fellow-beafts  purfuCt 
*'  And  kam  of  man  each  other  to^  undo." 

The  manly  indignation  and  generous  freedom 
likewife  with  which  our  poet  fpeaks  of  the 
-ravages  of  the  Norman  kings,  dcferycs  to  be 
admired.  After  dcfcribing  the  beauties  of  the 
foreft,  he  thijs  breaks. forth 


?  IliaJ,  b.  i6.  in  the  notes,  ver.  465. 

t  To  undo  is  unpoctical,  and  the  expletive  to  makes  the 
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*'  Not  thus  the  land  appeared  in  ages  paft» 
*'  A  dreary  defcrt,  and  a  gloomy  waflet 
**  To  favage  beafls  and  favage  laws  a  prey, 
**  And  kings  more /^//vof/jandT^T/fiT  I  than  theyj 
**  Who  claimed  the  Ikies,  difpcopled  air  and 

"  floods, 
*^  The  lonely  lords  of  empty  wilds  and  woods : 
*'  Cities  laid  wafte,  they  ftormM  the  dens  and 

**  caves, 
'*  (For  wifer  brutes  were  backward  to  be  flaves;) 
•'  What  could  be  free,   when  lawlefs  beafts 

"  ohey'd, 
And  ev'n  the  elements  a  Tyrant  fway*d  ?'* 


It 


This  leads  our  poet  to  lament  the  miferiea 
Confequential  of  fuch  devaftation,  which  he  be- 
wails with  amiable  fenfibility. 


\ 
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•*  Round  broken  columns  dafping  ivy  twinM  ; 
"  O^er  heaps  of  ruin  ftalk'd  the  ftately  hind; 
**  The  fox  obfcene  to  gaping  tombs  retires, 
"  And  favage  bowlings  fill  the  facred  quires*'* 

But  the  groupe  of  allegorical  perfonages  to- 
wards the  conclufion,  are  confefled  to  be  worthy 
the  pencil  of  Rubens^  or  Julio  Romanoi  The 
cflayift  candidly  owns  that  Virgil,  in  defcribiqg 
the  inhabitants  of  Hell's  portal,  has  exhibited 
no  images  fo  lively  and  4ifl:in£t,  as  the  foUow^f 
ing  living  pictures  painted  by  Pope,  each  of 
them  with  their  proper  infignia  or  attributes. 

** Envy  her  own  fnakes  fhall  feel, 

*'And  Persecution    mourn    her  broken 

"  wheel ; 
•* There  Faction  roar,   Rebellion   bite 

**  her  chain, 
"  And  gafping  furies  thirft  for  blood  in  vain  *. 


>f 


After  the  feveral  inftances  of  beautiful  defcrip- 
tion,  which  our  critic  himfelf  has  applauded,  toge- 
ther with  others,  which  will  be  felefted  or  refer- 


^  The  critic  aflures  us  he  was  informed  by  a  perfon  of  no 
finall  rank,  that  Mr.  Addifon  was  inexpreflibly  chagrined  at 
thn noble  conclufion  of  Wikdsor^forest,  both  as  a  poli- 
tician and  as  a  poet.  As  a  politician,  becaufe  it  fo  (lighlf 
cdebrated  that  tre^ity  of  peace  which  he  deemed  fo  pernici- 
ous to  the  liberties  of  Europe ;  axid  as  a  poet,  becaufe  he 
vas  deeply  confcious  that  his  own  Campaign,  that  gazette 
in  rhyme,  contained  no  ftrokos  of  fuch  genuine  and  uiblime 
poetry,  a^  the  conclufion  before  us« 

red 
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red  to,  the  reader  muft  be  left  to  determine  witl| 
what  propriety  it  can  be  aflferted  that  "  dcfcrip- 
**  tive  poetry  wa^  by  no  means  the  Ihining  ta* 
**  lent  of  Pope.**  Surely  his  candour  and  pe- 
netration as  a  critic  had  been  better  dif- 
played  in  obferving  '*  that  the  ftudious  cultiva- 
*^  tion  of  de/cripiive  poetry  was  far  below  tha 
•'  poet's  coroprehenfion  and  fublime  genius." 

Our  critic  IS  rights  never thelefs,  in  remark- 
ing that  there  dLicfeiv  images  introduced  which 
aie  not  applicable  to  any  place  whatever,  and 
rather  defc  rip  tive  of  rural  beauty  in  general^ 
than  of  the  peculiar  beauties  of  Windfor  Foreft* 
At  the  fame  time  it  fhould  be  remembered^  that 
the  foreft  in  its  ftate  at  that  time^  afforded  but 
few  images  which  could  be  peculiarly  appro^ 


«|fcf  images,  though  the^^^it'-Hfft  paeUUff  to 
te  foreft  alone,  yet  they-ftre'lbaaiftiAMyMg* 
(bribed,  that  they  may  be 'fc^iS*f*(aid -to-be  tftcttll 


lent  in  their  kind,  and  to'^^wethtft^'K^^^ 
poffcffed  the  talent 
toy  eminent  degree- 


poffcffed  the  talent  of  4itfftrf|>d^fe  'fib^rf  ^^fi^^^ 


r'.;T  !  f.    r-:-/  ■  r!7/->--j  "tj-'^rft 


Our  poet's  talentS;^  hpy^yeif^^^^^^^^         'wi 
under  the  benign  arid  f6ftenhg'*patfbi\age'df  i& 
\   noble  and  ingenious  frfcndkrifei(ift''fc^^^ 
fpccies  of  poetical  compqfition  unattempted^nd 
attcihpted  none  in  whicK'hl*^yi&''iibt  fetfcHJ . 

His  lyric  pieces,  .wluQh.he  ^^cpmj^^^ 
after  his  Wiodfor  ^^^^^^^^^^^ 
admired :  and  his  Ode  oaS^^  Gecl^^^  ^If  ^^7^^> 
ia  particular,  has  been  WJ^tvi^ 
w  well  as  the  moft  fulitroe  Jfit  Ji^ 
pofitions.  . .  /  . S.   ,  • .  .-/...  '  .  J,  ,4 


•  X  K'  rf 


*>r.fV.i 


Bohours,  favs  he,  would 'ra^^thifCo^n^ariibn  ^mox^Jfift 
(hnughts  and  Italian  conceus  :.  tne/allacy  conrifts^in  gjylng 
cefign  and  artifice  to  the  W66d^'  ias  V^^l'^S  ttf  the  AqSBttte^ 
aaJ  in  puning  the  ligHt  of  xHcXimy^y^kt^lfHxitM^dt^k, 
lover,  pn  a  level.  .  -^  f:    -,r  1  :.^     ;  .V    'rUtr^r/y. 

This  15  a  fault,  however,  a?  he  acicnowlede;cSj,  verrijn- 
•«wnmon  in  the  writih'gs  6f 'Mf.  HVfi''^'kikiy^ 
itvit  here  imputed  to  the  poei^n^'f^ifftUr  ^iilgtft^a^IKiab 
iatte  critic  It  is.aot  ih©  i^rfiph'Vja^ifrofitiofkc?)C|W9ifej^ 
whiih  the  chequered  fcene  |i^hjfrer^ci)mpfMtd^  \^\xf.^ppi  ^ 
ifiSii  produced  by  that  dirpofitiOTi^  viz.  Sitn-nnhe  anas^oom : 
•Which  arc  iw/W,  ih  tHf /AjKa^fif*  Aj^y!M;  inif  W^?- 
ta/ifl  the  Gfbjeas  faf'mnfdtifoip  *;;  ^^ ;  i  ,:.  aa  y-J :;.»': 
#  ■  ■ 
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The  firrt  ftanza  expreffes  the  various  tonca  and 
meafures  in  mufic,  and  is  almoft  a  perfed:  con* 
cert  of  itfelf.  The  fecond  defcribcs  their  power 
over  the  feveral  paflions  in  general.  Tliq  third 
explains  their  ufe  in  infpiring  the  heroic  pafliona 
in  particular.  The  fourth,  fifth  and  fixth, 
their  power  over  all  nature,  in  the  fable  of  Or- 
pheus's  expedition  to  hell.  The  feventh  and 
laft  concludes  in  praife  of  mufic,  and  the  advan-* 
tages  of  the  facrcd  above  the  profane. 

The  beginning  of  the  fecond  Aanza  in  the 
opinion  of  our  critic  is  a  little  flat,  and  by  no 
means  equal  to  the  conclufion  of  it.  But  we 
might,  on  this  occafion,  very  properly  anfwer 
him  by  a  remark  of  his  own  in  another  partj 
where  he  fays,  '*  If  we  confider  that  variety^ 
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M  dimajc    But  let  the  reader  judge  for  lum* 
fel£ 

^  By  Mufic,  minds  an  equal  temper  knowi 
**  Nor  Iwcll  too  high,  nor  (ink  too  low* 
•*  If  in  the  breaft  tumultuous  joys  arife, 
^  Mufic  her  foft,  afluafive  voice  applies ; 
•*  Or,  when  the  foul  is  prefsM  with  careSf^ 
•*  Exalts  her  in  enlivening  airs. 
•*  Warriors  Ihe  fires  with  animated  founds  ; 
^  Pours  balm  into  the  bleeding  lover's  wounds  ; 
**  Melancholy  lifts  her  head, 
**  Morpheus  roufes  from  his  bed, 
^  Sloth  unfolds  her  arms  and  wakest 
**  Lift'ning  Envy  drops  her  fnakes ; 
**  Inteftine  war  no  more  our  Paffions  wage, 
•*  And  giddy  Faftions  hear  away  their  rage/^ 

Nothing  can  be  more  artftiUy  managed  than 
this  ftanza,  nor  can  any  thing  be  more  (hiking 
and  poetical  than  the  beautiful  perfonifications 
here  introduced. 

^^ 

To  talk  of  the  flatnefs  in  the  beginning  of 
this  ftanza,  is  as  if  a  learner  in  the  mathema- 
tics ihould  cenfure  the  drynefs  of  a  theorem, 
becaufe  he  does  not  immediately  perceive  that 
fertility  and  abundance,  which  fpring  up  frwn 
it  on  profound  cultivation.  Though  oiu:  poec 
be  as  fubHme  as  Pindar,  yet  he  is  infinitely  more 
regular  and  philofophic:  and  it  was  here  his 
purpofe  to  prove  that  the  legitimate  ufe  of  mufic 
IS  to  temper  the  paffions,  in  fiipport  of  reafon. 
In  the  two  firft  hues  therefore,  thjis  ufeftil  pro- 

pofition 


3    ^nHTmmiAi^^^jQk  ~  I  \ 

p^&aultk^iiti^ttAs€dj  M^futii  al;way$  £hoiaId  hci 
whether  in  poetry  or  profe,  with  great  fimj>li>t 
city-  But  the  proof  of  it,  ia  the  various  in- 
ftanc&Sr  tl^  it«v-'trtiilir'M-4ielivek  in  ail  the  fub-» 
lim&'Sl'lpddtib  ithiFuigy  and  ex preiQon. 

But'0*lV|c|4tkU€ciiftfre  of  the  following  nmn- 
1)«f »?i*wHichf  lab^eJAide  Ithe  fifth  ftatlzi,  appear* 
to  be  better  &ttfi4^i'v^' r 

**  0;fer:dfeatlii  giid  o'er  hell* 
**  A  ubttd^iMft  hawtli;aTd  and  how  gloridus  I 
te^iiV/lOto?  fffttJ^hspdl  felt  bound  her 
jejfrWltfcStjppOTlifieiatnes  round  her, 

•*,5MO  li'uh  'frrr^  ILOd    ;:.  m.  -  ,  .       -  '     ' 


■    H 
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^  Now  under  hanging  mountain89 
<^  Befide  the  falls  of  fountains, 
"  Or  where  Hebriis  wanders^ 
^^  Rolling  in  Maeanders, 

**  All  alone, 

**  Unheard,  unknown^ 

**  He  makes  his  moan ; 

**  And  calls  her  ghoft, 
•*  For  ever,  ever,  ever  loft ! 
*'  Now  with  Furies  furrounded^ 
"  Defpairing,  confounded, 
*'  He  trembles,,  he  glows, 
**  Amidft  Rhodope's  fnows.'* 

A  reader  of  nice  ear,  will  readily  perceive 
that  the  meafure,  in  thefe  lines,  is  much  too 
fprightly  for  the  fentiraent.  The  too  frequent 
returns  of  rhyme,  are  highly  improper  for  any 
wvere  or  ferious  pallion :  the  difference  between 
Ac  fubjedt  and  the  modulation  is  very  fenfibly 
fdt* 

Theeflayift,  however,  candidly  admits  that  the 
fupplicating  fong  at  the  beginning  of  the  fifth 
fianza  is  highly  pathetic  and  poetical. 

"  By  the  ftrcams  that  ever  flow, 
^  By  the  fragrant  winds  that  blow 

**  O'er  the  Elyfian  flow'rs  ; 
**  By  thofe  happy  fouls  who  dwell 
'    *'  In  yellow  meads  of  Afphodel, 
**  Or  Amaranthine  bow'rs ; 


•  Sec  EUmenfr  of  CrU-afm, 


B/ 


^ 
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"  By  the  heroes  armed  ftiades, 
**  GUtt*ring  through  the  gloomy  glades  { 
**  By  the  youths  that  dy'd  for  love, 
**  WandVing  in  the  myrtle  grove, 
**  Reftore,  reftore  Eurydice  to  life : 
**  Oh  take  the  hulband,  or  return  the  wife  1** 

Thcfe  images  he  obfefves  are  pifturefque  and 
appropriated^  and  the  notes  are  fuch  as  might— 

**  Draw  iron  tczxs  from  Pluto's  cheek, 

"  And  make  hell  grant  what  love  Ji^feek.  f " 

Our  bard  J  likewife,  compofed  two  choriifes 
in  the  lyric  ftrain,  at  the  defire  of  the  Duke  of 
Buckingham,  to  embellifh  a  very  bad  play  which 
his  grace  had  altered  from  Shakefpeare,     They 
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ill  adjufted  ornaments,  only  ferving  to  make  the 
meannefs  of  the  fubjedi  more  confpicuous.  Ne- 
verthelefs,  they  were  fet  to  mufick  many  years 
afterwards  by  the  famous  Bononcini,  and  per- 
formed at  Buckingham-houfe. 

Thefe  lyric  pieces  alone,  are  fufficient  to  prove 
Mr.  Pope's  abilities  for  this  fpecies  of  poetry, 
and  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  he  did  not  profecute 
his  purpofe  of  executing  fome  plans  of  this  na- 
ture, which  he  had  chalked  out.     But  the  cha- 
ndlers of  the  managers  of  the  play-houfes  at  that 
time,  determined  him,  as  he  faid,  to  lay  afide  all 
thoughts  of  that  kind.    Other  confiderations  like- 
wife  probably  co-operated  to  render  him  averfe 
from  having  any  thing  to  do  with  the  ftage.     He 
remembered  that  Pliny^   or  fome  other  antient 
author,  had  delivered  down  to  us  this  extraordi- 
nary particular,  concerning  the  conftrr.ftion  of 
Pompey^s  magnificent  theatre ;  that  tlie  feats  of  it 
were  fo  contrived,  as  to  I'erve  at  the  fame  time 
for  fteps  to  the  entrance  of  the  Temple  ofVifunx^ 
which  he  had  joined  to  his  theiilrc.     The  moral 
poet  could  not  but  fpcculate  on  a  circumftance, 
where  the  Xoyo^  and  the  [^ipjog  of  the  (lory  were 
as  clofely  united  as  the  two  edifices. 

Among  other  beauties  in  the  lyric  pieces  under 
coafideration,  there  is  fomething  very  bold  and 
mafterly  in  the  bllowing  lines,  where,  dcfcribing 
the  effedls  of  the  arts  in  Britain,  he  fays 

"  See  Arts  her  favage  (ons  controul, 
**  And  Athens  rifing  near  the  pole  ! 
**  Till  fome  new  Tyrant  lifts  his  purple  hand, 
**  And  civil  madncfs  tears  them  from  the  land.'' 
F  In 
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In  the  two  la  ft  lines,  there  itJ  a  happy  and 
noble  combination  of  imageiy  and  fentiment. 

But  the  next  chorus  afFords  a  beauty  of  the 
foftcr  kindj  where  the  poet  thus  feelingly  de- 
f^ribes  the  dehghts  of  connubial  love. 

**  Oh  fource  of  ev'ry  fecial  tye, 

*'  United  wifli,   and  mutual  joy! 

*'  What  various  joys  on  one  attend, 
*'  As  fon,  as  tathcr,  brother,  hufband,  friend? 
**  Whether  his  hoary  fire  he  fpies, 
*'  While  thoufand  grateful  thoughts  arifej 
**  Or  meets  his  fpoufe's  fonder  eye ; 
**  Or  views  his  fmiling  progeny; 
**  What  tender  paflions  take  their  turns, 

**  What  home-felt  raptures  move? 
*'  His  heart  now  melts,  now  leaps,  now  burns, 
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^8  fo  charmed  with  it,  that,  in  a  letter  ^hich  he 
ftddrefled  to  him  in  return,  he  concludes  thus,  — 
**  All  I  can  add  is,  that  if  your  excefs  of  modcfty 
**  fliould  hinder  you  from  publifhing  this  eflay^ 
"  I  (hall  only  be  forry  I  have  no  more  credit  with 
"  you,  to  perfuade  you  to  oblige  the  public,  and 
**  in  particular,  Dear  Sir,  &x. 

This  poem,  the  writer  of  the  elTay  candidly 
allows  to  be  a  mafter-piece  of  its  kind,  and  that 
notwithflanding  the  partial  commendation  of  Mn 
Addifon,  who  remarks  that  —  "  the  obfervations 
"  follow  one  another,  like  thofe  of  Horace^s  Art 
"  of  poetry  *>  without  that  methodical  regularity, 
"  which  would  have  been  neceflary  in  a  profe 
"  writer,"  yet  it  is  evident  that  the  plan  is  regu- 
lar, and  the  condud  of  it  maflerly. 

Indeed,  it  is  difficult,  as  our  poet's  learned 
friend  and  commentator  obferves,  to  conceive 
any  prerogative  in  verfe,  to  difpenfe  with  method 
and  regularity.  Befides,  in  truth,  our  poet  laid 
the  plan,  and  digefted  all  the  matter  in  profe ; 
and  then,  as  he  has  been  heard  to  fay,  he  turned 
it  into  verfe  with  great  rapidity. 

The  general  order  and  defign  of  this  work  is 
fiilly  delineated  in  the  admirable  commentary 
fubjoined  to  it.  But  it  would  not  be  confiftent  with 
the  profefled  plan  of  this  hiftory,  ihould  I  omit  to 
point  out  its  moft  diilinguilhed  beauties  and  de^ 
feds,  which  cannot  be  done,  without  giving  a 
fliort  analyfis  of  the  poet's  chain  of  argument: 

•  That  Horace  attended  to  method  in  his  Art  of  Poetry,  has 
been  (hewn  by  a  learned  critic.  See  Mr.  H  rd's  coauncnt  on  the 
Epiile  to  die  Pifos. 

F  ^  and 
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and  I  cannot  help  thinking  it  a  capital  ohje£liofi 
to  the  effay  above-meniioned on  Mr.  Pope's  nnril^ 
ings^  &c»  that  the  cfTayift  frequently  only  felcfis 
detached  paffages,  as  the  foundation  of  his  enco- 
miunn  or  cenfurci  without  attempting  to  conne£i: 
the  fenfe.  Unlefs  we  recoUeft  the  writer's  gene- 
ral fcDpe  of  reafoning,  we  cannot  always  fully 
relifh  the  beauties  of  particular  parts,  more  efpe* 
cially  in  Mr.  Pope,  who  has  the  particular  fkiU 
to  employ  poetical  ornament  in  aid  of  his  argu* 
nieats.  Add  to  this,  that  when  parts  are  thus 
taken  detached^  we  may  fometimes  impute  faults 
to  the  writer,  which  are  fo  only  from  the  partial 
view  w^e  have  given  of  his  work  ^^ 

The  poem  confifts  of  one  book^  which  is  di- 
vided into  three  principal  parts,  or  membera. 


1 
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The  poet  having  in  the  opening,  fhewn  theufe 
and  feafonableneffi  of  the  fubjed,  he  proceeds  to 
mquire  into  the  proper  qualities  of  a  true  critic 

"  Tis  with  our  judgments  as  our  watches,  none 
**  Go  juft  alike,  yet  each  believes  his  own* 
**  In  Poets,  as  true  genius  is  but  rare, 
"  True  tqfie  as  feldom  is  the  Critic's  (hare ; 
**  Both  muft  alike  from  Heav'n  derive  their  light; 
*•  Thefe  born  to  judge  ^  as  well  as  thofe  to  write.*' 

The  reafoning  in  thefe  lines,  as  the  learned 
commentator  obferves,  is  conclufivej  and  the 
Cmilitude  extremely  juft. 

k  may  be  neceflary,  however,  to  confider  this 
paflage  refpeding  the  human  faculties,  fomewhal; 
more  critically ;  as  it  will  be  of  ufe  hereafter,  in 
the  attempt  to  afcertain  the  nature  and  extent  of 
our  author^s  genius.  1 

It  has  been  faid  that  ^^judgmenty  when  it  goes 
"  dme^  is  generally  regulated,  or  at  leaft  much 
"  influenced,  by  cuftom,  fafliion  or  habit ;  and 
"  never  certain  and  conftant,  but  when  founded 
"  upon  TASTE ;  which  is  the  fame  in  the  critic^ 
"  as  CENi us  in  \)\tpoet.  That,  in  fadl,  genius 
"  and  tafte  are  but  one  and  the  lame  faculty  dif- 
**  ferently  exerting  itfelf  under  different  names, 
**  in  the  two  profeflions  of  poetry  and  criticifm: 
**  for  that  the  art  of  poetry  conlifts  in  feledling 
**  out  of  all  thofe  images  which  prefent  them- 
"  fclves  to  the  fancy,  fuch  of  them  as  are  truly 
*'  beautiful :  And  theartof  criticiiin  in  difcerning, 
**  and  fully  rclilhing,  what  it  finds  fo  felededJ* 

F  3  Though 
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Though  it  may  be  allowed,  that  judgment  li 
never  certain,  but  when  ripened  intotafte:  ne- 
verthelefs  we  muft  be  cautious  how  we  fall  into 
an  crror^  which  has  been  adopted  by  many  wri- 
ters, who  have  coniidercd  J luij^meni  and  tij^e  m 
things  totally  diftin<S  :  for  they  appear  to  be  the 
fame  faculty,  and  to  differ  only  in  the  degree  and 
extent  of  their  application,  TaJIe  is  nothing  but 
judgment  matured  and  refined.  The  faculty  of 
judgment,  is  born  with  us;  tafte  is,  in  a  great 
mealure,  acquired.  Judgment,  is  the  faculty  of 
comparing  and  feparating  our  ideas :  tafte,  is  the 
fame  faculty  of  comparifon  improved,  and  ap* 
plied  to  works  of  imagination  and  elegance. 


The  man  of  tafte  fcems  at  one  glance,  by  a 
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other,  he  would  not  fail  to  be  delighted  with-, 
that  which  had  the  preference,  and  to  pronounce 
it  beautiful.     But  fliould  he  afterward  become, 
omveriant  with  the  works  of  a  Vandyke  or  a. 
Eiymlibf  he  would  difcover  the  uncertainty  of 
his  fenner  judgment,   and  what  pleafed  him 
before  as  beautiful,  he  would  then  defpife  as 
defedive.     In  this  fenfe,  we  may  be  allowed  to 
lay,  that  judgment  in  the  fine  arts  is  never  cer- 
tain, but  when  matured  and  refined  to  tafte. 

At  thelame  time  it  may  be  doubted,  whether 
gmuf  and  tqfic  can  be  ftridly  confidered  as  the 
iamc  faculty,  differently  exerting  itfelf  under 
different  names.  Genius,  as  the  derivative  fenfe 
of  the  word  implies^  denotes  the  faculty  of  in- 
venting, or  of  forming  new  aflbciations  of 
ideas ;  but  the  bufinefs  di  fekBing  fuch  images 
as  are  truly  beautiful,  feems  to  be  the  province 
of  tafte ;  which,  as  the  term  imports,'  is  the 
faculty  of  difccrning,  or  in  its  etymological 
fenfe,  of  yir^/m^whatis  beautiful. 

It  is  as  ufual,  and  perhaps  as  proper,  to  fay 
a  nvriter  of  tafte,  as  a  critic  of  taflte :  and  it 
feems  eafy  to  conceive  a  writer  of  geniusj  that 
IS,  of  fbong  creative  powers,  witTiout  tqfie  to 
Jclc^  fuch  images  as  are  truly  beautiful,  from 
the  group  which  throng  before  liim.  This  de- 
fed  is  -fometimes,  perhaps  oftcnell,  obfervable 
in  writers  of  the  greateft  genius  ;  and  feems  to 
arife  firom  too  quick  a  fenfibility,  which  caufcs 
the  novelty  of  various  images,  to  make  fuch  a 

F  ^  power*- 
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powerful  impreffion  on  their  mindst  as  to  pre- 
vent the  timely  interpofjtion  of  jiidgmenti  to 
difUpate  the  charm  which  mifleads  them  in  their 
choice.  But  though  tafte  is  fpoiled  by  too  ex-^ 
quifite  a  fenfibilityj  yet  without  a  certain  degree 
of  it,  neither  tafte  nor  genius  can  exift.  They 
fpring  from  the  fame  common  ftock;  fenfibility 
Is  the  root  of  both :  nnd  though  both  may  be 
improved  and  refined  by  cxercifcf  yet  the  kcds. 
of  each  are  fown  by  nature. 

The  poet  himfelf,  indeed^  feems  to  have  had 
the  diftinftions  in  view  which  I  v?ould  cndea- 
'Pour  to  point  out.     He  fays ; 


**  Authors  are  partial  to  their  ^t;i/,  *tis  true. 
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reckons  falfc  learning,  falfe  reafoning,  falfe  wit, 
and  falfe  politenefs :  on  which  he  farther  expa- 
tiates in  the  fecond  part.  Againft  falfe  wit, 
which  is  the  moft  frequent  caufe  of  a  perver- 
fion  of  judgment,  he  is  particularly  fevere. 

"  Some  have  at  firft  for  Wits,  then  Poets  paft, 
f  TurnM  Critics  next,  and  provM  plain  fools 

"atlaft. 
"  Some  neither  can  for  Wits  nor  &itics  pafs, 
"  As  heavy  mules  are  neither  horfe  nor  afs. 
V  Thofe  half-leam'd  witlings,   numerous'  in 

"  our  ifle, 
**  As  half-formM  infers  on  the  banks  of  Nile ; 
"  Ui^nifhM  things,  one  knows  not  what  to  call, 
?*  Their  g:eneration'£  fo  equivocal."    \ 

Nothing  can  be  more  keen  and  farcaflic  than 
thefelines,  in  which  the  images  are  moil  hap-- 
pily  choien  to  heighten  the  fatire. 

He  next  proceeds  to  deliver  the  precepts  of 
criticifm^  recommending  it  to  the  critic  in  the 
firft  place  to  exa^pine  his  own  ftrength  :  nature 
he  oliferves  has  fet  fixed  limits  to  the  human 
£iculties — ^The  lines  by  which  he  expreflcs  this 
ientiment  are  incomparable. 

**  Nature  to  all  things  fix'd  the  limits  fit, 
**  And  wifely  curbed  proud  man's  pretending 

^wit. 
**.  As  on  the  land  while  here  the  ocean  gains, 
^  In  other  parts  it  leaves  wide  fandy  plains ; 

"Thus 
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**  Thus  in  the  foul  while  m^w^ry  prevails, 
*'  The  folid  pow*r  of  uiiderfianding  fails  ; 
**  Where  beams  of  warm  imugination  play, 
*^  The  memory's  foft  figures  melt  away* 
**  One  fcience  only  will  one  genius  fit ; 
*^  So  vaftis  art,  fo  narrow  human  wit." 

The  poetry  as  well  as  the  philofophy  of  this 
paflage,  can  fcarcelybe  too  much  admired.  How 
chafte  and  elegant,  yet  how  ftrong  and  lively, 
is  the  imagery  by  which  hd  iUuftrates  the  ten- 
dencies of  the  different  faculties !  There  is  pe- 
culiar beauty  in  rcprefenting  the  beatm  of  ivarm 
imagination,  as  mehing  away  thcfofi  figures  of 
memory-  Every  epithet  is  fo  happily  adapted, 
that  it  is  impoflible  to  change  a  word,  without 
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Thefe  rules  of  art,  he  obierves^  the  cridps 
borrowed  from  the  antient  poet8>  who  drew 
them  immediately  from  nature. 

"  Juft  precepts  thus  from  great  examples  giv*ii, 
"  She  drew  from  them,  what  they  derived  from 

"  Heav'n. 
**  The  generous  Critic  fannM  the  Poet- s  fire, 
**  And  taught  the  world  with  Re^fon  to  admire. 
**  ThenCriticifm  the  Mufe's  handmaid  proved, 
^*  To  drefs  her  charms,  and  make  her  more 

"belovM: 
f*But   following   wits  from  that   intention 

"  ftrayM, 
**  Who  could  not  win  the  miftrcfs,  wooM  the 

"  maid ; 
f*  Againft  the  Poets  their  own  arms  they  tum'd, 
^*  Sure  to  hate  moft  the  men  from  whom  they 

**  learnM. 
"  So  modern  'Pothecaries,  taught  the  art 
"  By  Dolors*  bills  to  play  the  Doftor^s  part, 
**  Bold  in  the  pradlice  of  miftaken  rules, 
**  Prefcribe,  apply,  and  call  their  mailers  fools.'* 

Tliere  is  a  great  deal  of  fprightly  wit  and 
keen  raillery  in  this  paflage,  in  which  the  poet 
has  drawn  his  obfervations  from  Quintilian; 
tut  has  fkilfully  enlivened  them,  as  he  feldom 
fails  to  do  any  trite  or  borrowed  fentiments, 
^ith  all  the  graces  of  a  fplendid  imagination. 

Our  author  next  obferves,  that  thf  re  are  graces 
beyoijd  the  reach  of  precept^ 
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/'  If,  where  the  rales  not  far  enough  extend, 
^     "  (Since  rules  are  made  but  to  promote  their 
end) 
*'  Some  lucky  licence  anfwers  to  the  full 
"  Th'  intent  proposM,  that  Licence  is  a  rule* 
**  Thus  Pegafus,  a  nearer  way  to  take, 
**  May  boldly  deviate  from  the  common  track. 
^     "  From  vulgar  hounds  with  brave  diforder  part, 
'    "  And  fnatch  a  grace  beyond  the  reach  of  art. 
*^  Which  without  paffing^  thro*  the  judgment, 

'*  gainj 
"  The  hearti  and  all  its  end  at  once  attains." 

The  eflayift,  before  mentioned,  has  cenfured 
the  foregoing  illuftration  ;  where,  as  he  obferves, 
there  is  evidently  a  blameable  mixture  of  meta-* 
phors,  the  attributes  of  the  horfe  and  the  writer 
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^^  Let  it  be  feldom,  and  compdlM  by  need ; 
^'And  have,  at  leaft,  their  precedent. ta 
plead/' 

Tlu8  muft  be  confidered  as  a  precept  of  pru- 
Jcnce  only,  and  to  avoid  cenfure :  for  furely  it 
isdebafing  gepius  to  ihackle  it  with  the  fetters 
of  PRECEDENT.  Irregular  ftrokes,  audaffer 
Jkn^tOj  will  always  be  juftified  by  the  natural 
cffcfts  they  produce,  though  there  fliould.be 
no  precedent  to  plead  for  them.  If  thefe  efFeds 
will  not  yindicate  them,  the  difpenfing  power 
ef  the  antients  will  plead  in  vain» 

It  is  admirably  obferved  by  a  writer  of  trutf 
original  genius  *,  that  we  might  exped  to  learn 
the  principles  of  the  arts  from  the  artifts  them- 
felves ;  but,  fays  he,  they  have  been  too  much 
txxupied  in  the  pradHce,  and  have  fought  the 
rules  of  the  arts  in  the  wrong  place ;  they  have 
fought  it  among  poems,  piftures,  &c. — "  But," 
he  continues,  "  art  can  never  give  the  rules  that 
**  make  an  art.  This  is,  I  believe,  the  reafbn 
"  why  artifts  in  general,  and  poets  principally, 
**  have  been  confined  within  fo  narrow  a  circle ; 
"  they  have  been  rather  imitators  of  one 
"  another,  than  of  nature;  and  this  with  fo 
**  faithful  an  uniformity,  and  to  fo  remote  an 
"  antiquity,  that  it  is  hard  to  fay  who  gave  the 
"  firft  model.     Critics  follow  them,  and  there- 


*  Tlie  author  of  a  Philofophtcal  Enquiry  into  the  Origin 
of  our  Ideas  of  the  Sublime  aiid  Beautiful. 

"  fore 
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for€  can  do  little  as  guides.  I  can  judge  but 
pooriy  of  any  thing,  whilft  I  mealure  it  by 
**  no  other  flandard  than  ilielf.  The  true  ftand- 
"  ard  of  the  arts  is  in  every  man*s  power,  and 
'^  an  eafy  obfenration  of  the  moft  common, 
"  fometimes  of  the  meaneft  things  in  nature* 
will  give  the  trueft  lights,  where  the  grcateft 
*^  fagacity  and  induftry,  that  flights  fuch  obfer- 
**  ration,  muft  leave  us  in  the  dark,  or  what  is 
*^  worfe,  amufe  and  miflead  us  by  falfe  lights,'* 

Our  poet,  however,  the  better  to  enforce  the 
authority  of  the  antients,  endeavours  to  vindi- 
cate them  from  the  prefumptuous  cenfure  of  mo- 
dern critics. 


**  I  know  there  arc*  to  whofe  prefumptuous 
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flaod  gteen  with  bays ;  and  turns  towards  their 
manes,  in  the  following  moft  admirable  apof- 

trophe: 

^  Hail,  Bards  triumphant !  bom  in  happier 

**  days4 
**  Immortal  heirs  of  univerfal  praife  ! 
**  Whofe  honours  with  increafe  of  ages  grow, 
"  As  (beams  roil  down,  enlarging  as  diey  flow : 
^^  Nations  unborn  your  mighty  names  fhall 

**  found, 
^^  And  worlds  applaud  that  muft  not  yet  be 

''  found ! 
"  0  may  fome  fpark  of  your  celeftial  fire, 
**  The  laft,  the  meaneft  of  yoiu:  fons  infpire, 
**{That  on  weak  wings,  from  far,  purfuea 

**  your  flights ; 
**  Gkvws  while  he  reads,  but  trembles  as  he 

**  writes) 
**  To  teach  vain  Wits  a  fcience  little  known, 
"T' admire   fuperior  fenfe,   and  doubt  their 

**awn!" 

In  thefe  beautiful  lines,  the  poet  appears,  as^ 
the  commentator  ftrongly  exprefles  it,  **  with 
^  the  humility  of  a  Suppliant  at  the  fhrine  of 
"  Immortals,  and  the  fublimity  of  a  Poet  par- 
"  ticipating  of  their  fire."  There  is  not,  I 
believe,  a  ftronger  indication  of  true  genius^ 
than  the  enthufiaftic  veneration  with  which  an 
early  candidate  for  literary  fame,  looks  up  towards 
thofe  who  have  reached  thofe  arduous  heights, 
to  which  his  ambiticHi  afpires,  A  cold  phlegma- 
tic genius,  defpairing  to  foar  to  fuch  an  exacted 

pitch. 
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pitch,    beholds    their    towering    pre-€tnineEcei  i 
with  languid  and  uneniulating  regard. 

The  rules  for  perfe£ling  the  art  of  criticifm, 
having  been  fetfoith  in  the  firft  part,  the  caufes 
tending  to  impede  its  perfection  are  next  ex- 
plained.    Of  thefe  the  firft — ~- 

**  Is  Pridcy  the  never-failing  vice  of  fools, 
*'  Whatever  Nature  has  in  worth  denyM, 
"  She  gives  in  large  recruits  of  needful  Pride  j 
"  For  as  in  bodies,  thus  in  fouls,  we  find 
*'  What  wants  in  blood  and  fpirits,  fwelPd  with 

*'  wind ; 
*'  Pride,  where  Wit  falls,  fteps  in  to  our  defence, 
"  And  fills  up  all  the  mighty  Void  of  fenfe. 
If  once  right  reafon  drives  that  cloud  awa^ 
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**  So  pleased  at  firft,  the  tow'ring  Alps  \^e  try, 
"  Mount  o'er  the  vales,  and  feem  to  tread  the 

''  iky, 
**  Th'  eternal  fnows  appear  drcady  paft, 
**  And  the  firft  cloilds  add  mountains  feem  the 

"laft: 
"  But,  thofe  attainM,  we  tremble  to  furvey 
"  The  growing  labours  of  the  lengthened  way,' 
**  Tb'  iiicfeafmg  profpedl  tiies  our  wandering 

"  eyesi 
"  Hills  peep  o*er  hills,  ind  Alps  ori  Alps  arife !  ^' 

The  EJfayiJi  does  not  feem  inclined  to  applaud 
this  celebrated  illiiftratioti.  The  imjiges,  he 
obferves,  are  too  general  ahdindiftindt ;  but  if  the 
mind,  as  it  enlarges  itfelf  \n  the  pUrfiiit  of 
learning,  be  indeed  in  the  ft^te  of  a  wearied 
traveller,  when  entered  oh  the  paflage  of  the 
Alps  (2I8  It  is  furely)  could  there  be  an  apter 
Cmilitude  ?  And  if,  in  the  defcriptioh  of  this 
journey,  the  images  are  too  general  and  indi/iinciy 
if  is  the  fault  of  that  bctrferi  and  extenfive 
region,  and  not  of  the  poet,  who  niuft  defcribe 
what  he  finds  or  conceives.  But  the  EJfaytjl 
^ould  have  him  an  InvRntor  at  the  expence 
of  every  other  faculty  of  the  poet  cr  the  man.   . 

In  truth,  however,  though  the  fimile  is,  on 
the  whole,  very  fine  and  appofite,  yet  it  feems 
to  be  fpun  out  to  a  languid  iteration  of  idea. 
"  The  Alps  rifing  on  Alps,^'  is  but  an  echo  (SC 
"  hills  peeping  o^er  hills  j'^  ah^  there  is  too' 
much  in  thefe  Imes  of  wh^t  the  French  call  Ver** 
biage  :  a  word  which  I  would  not  ufe,  but  that 
'  G  Ido 


Ba  THE  LIFE   OE 

I  do  not  know  one  in  our  own  language  fo  ex^ 
preffivc  of  my  meamng. 

Among  other  caufes  which  occafion  wrong 
judgment,  he  reckons  a  narrotv  capacity ;  which 
may  be  expofed  in  judging  either  of  the  m^i~ 
icf\  or  the  mamieVy  of  the  work.  Of  the  mat- 
ter^  in  judging  by  parts ;  or  in  preferring  one 
favourite  part,  to  a  difregard  of  all  the  reft. 
Of  the  manner,  in  confining  the  attention  only 
to  conceit^  language  or  numhas. 

The  poet  firft  expofes  thofe  phlegmatic  critics, 
who,  not  entering  into  the  fpirit  of  their  author^ 
take  a  partial  furvey,  and  are  curious  to  detect 
trivial  faults. 


f 
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fhquently  appear  irreguliir.      This,   however^ 
the  poet  hixnfeif  admirably  illuflratesi 

•*  In  Wit,  as  Nattlre,  what  afFedis  our  hearti 
•*  Is  not  th*  exa&nefs  of  peculiar  parts  ; 
^*  Tls  not  a  lip,  ot  eye,'  V^c  beauty  call, 
•*  But  the  joint  force  and  full  refult  of  all. 
**  Thus  when  we  view  fome  well-proportion 'd 

"dotae, 
"  (The  world^s  juft  wonder,  and  ev'n  thindi 

"  O  Rome !) 
"  No  fingle  parts  unequally  furprize, 
•*  All  cotnes  united  to  th*  admiring  eyes ; 
^  No  monftrous  height,  or  breadth,  or  length 

**  appear ; 
**  The  Whole  at price  is  bold,  and  regular.* 


$9 


There  is  a  moft  happy  propriety  in  this  illuf* 
tnktion,  and  perhaps  it  will  not  b^  too  much  to 
iay,  that  there  is  even  a  fublimity  in  it,  which 
etdtes  our  admiratioti  of  the  noble  ibrudure 
which  the  poet  defcribes. 

The  folly  of  hiaking  the  whole  fubfervidnt  to 
ijpart,  is  pleafantly  ridiculed  by  the  tale  of  La 
.mauha ;  which  is  told  with  incomparable  hu- 
niour,  and  is  a  ftrong  proof  of  our  author^ 
^irious  merit,  which  enabled  him,  with  that 
happy  facility,  to  Aide  imperceptibly  from  the 
gravity  of  the  didadic,  to  the  gaiety  of  the 
Sections  narrative. 

The  poet  next  expofes  the  limited  talents  of 

thofc  who  confine  their  attention  to  conceit  and 

G  a  ^^^^ 
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wit)  whkh  be  f  Idicules  by  a  fkoile  drawn  £roicK 

SI  lifter  art, 

*'  Poets,  like  painters,  thus,  unlkill*d  to  craco 
**  Tlie  naked  nature  and  ihe  living  grace, 
**  With  gold  and  jewels  cover  ev^ry  part^ 
"  And  hide  with  ornaments  thdr  want  rf  art'* 


Haring  ridiculed  the  fatfcf  he  defcribes  the 
iiature  of  the  true  fpecies  of  wit. 


ts 


**  True  Wit  is  Nature  to  advantage  drefsMJ 


The  drcfs  which  is  moft  becoming,  the  poet 
points  out  in  the  following  beautiful  iiluftra- 
tion.  t* 
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**  The  face  of  Nature  we  no  more  furvey, 
^*  All  glares  alike,  without  diftindion  jgay." 

Imagination  cannot  conceive  any  thing  more 
happily  appropriated  than  this  fimile,  to  ridicule 
the  fantaftic  glare  of  falfe  eloquence, 

fie  thea  expofes  the  folly  of  too  ^reat^a  fond- 
nefs  for  the  harmony  of  numbers ;  ridiculing 
thofe  who  only  haunt  Parnajfusj  to  pleafe  their' 
ear :  and  next  gives  rules  for  true  harmony,  of 
which  the  chief  is,  that  the  found  (hould  be  an 
echo  to  the  fenfe ;  which  precept  he  illuftrates 
by  feveral  examples  of  fmoothnefs,  roughnefs, 
flownefs,  and  rapidity. 

I  cannot  help  thinking,  that  upon  the  whole, 
there  is  great  merit  in  the  following  exempli- 
fications ;  though  I  am  free  to  confefs,  that  there 
is  gr*t  juftice  likewife  in  fome  of  the  animad- 
veriions,  made  by  the  ingenious  author  of  the 
Rambler ;  though  others  are  perhaps  rather  nice 
and  faflidious, 

^  Soft  is  the  ftrain  when  Zephyr  ^^«//k  blows, 
**  And  the  fmooth  ftream  in  Smoother  numbers 

**  flows ; 
•*  But  when  loud  furges  lafli  the  founding  fhoar, 
*  The  hoarfe,  rough  verfe  fhould  like  the  tor- 

.    **  rent  roar : 
"  When  Ajax  ftrives  fome  rock's  vaft  weight 

"  to  throw, 
**  The  line  too  labours,  and  the  words  move  flow: 
G  3  ^*  Not 
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**  Not  fo^  when  fwift  Camilla  fcours  the  plain,^^ 
Flies  o*er  th'  unbending  corUf  and  Ikims  along^ 
"  the  main/* 


€£ 


**  The  verfe,"  this  author  obferves,  "  intended 
**  to  reprefent  the  whifper  of  the  vernal  breeze, 
^*  mil  ft  furely  be  confefled  not  much  to  excel  in 
**  Jojhujs  and  njolubUity ;  and  the  fmooth  ftream 
**  runs  with  st  perpetual  clafh  of  jarring  con-^ 
**  fonants." 


But  notwitbftanding  the  authority  of  this 
criticifm,  a  man  may,  with  good  reafon,  per- 
haps, be  fuppofed  to  have  a  very  lingular  ear 
who  docs  not  difcover  a  peculiar  foftnefs^  in  the 
firft  verfe;  and  as  to  volubility,  that  might 
indeed  have  been  neceflary,  had  the  poet  been 
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*'  But,'*  he  proceeds,  "  in  the  lines  which  men- 
**  tion  the  eflFort  of  Ajax,  there  is  no  particular 
**  heavinefs  or  delay." 

This  laft  cenfure,  however,  feems  to  be  ill 
founded.  It  is  fcarce  poffible  to  read  thefe  lines 
widi  any  degree  of  fluency  and  volubility. 

Nothing  can  be  more  tardy,  nor  move  with 
greater  profaic  drag,  than  thefe  lines,  which 
abound  with  fluggilh  monofyllables ;  which  are 
particularly  adapted  to  exprefs  the  tardy  motion 
of  a  laborious  effort  *. 

*^  The  fwiftnefs  of  Camilla/'  the  writer  adds^ 
**  is  rather  contrafted  than  exemplified.  Why 
**  the  verfe  (hould  be  lengthened  to  exprefs  fpced^ 
^  will  not  eafily  be  difcovered.  In  the  dactyls 
'•'ufcd  for  thatpurpofe  by  t;he  antients,  twofhort 
"  fyllables  were  pronounced  with  fuch  rapidity, 
•*  as  to  be  equal  only  to  one  long ;  they  therefore 
"  naturally  exhibit  the  art  of  palling  through  a 
'•  long  fpacf  in  a  Ihort  time.  But  the  Alexan- 
'*  drine,  by  its  paufe  in  the  midft,  is  a  tardy  and 
"  ftately  meafure ;  and  the  word  unbendiyig^  one 
"  of  the  mod  fluggilh  and  flow  which  our  Ian- 
**  guage  affords,  cannot  much  accelerate  its  mo-* 

Thefe  remarks,  it  muff  be  allowed,  are  not 
without  propriety.    But  though  the  Alexandrine 


•  Monoryllables  likcwife,  as  Mr.  Pope  fome-whcrc  ob- 
kvm%  may  be  happily  employed  to  exprefs  nulqncbo^. 

Q  4  ia 
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is  in  this  place  rendered  faulty  by  the  choice  of 
words  J  which  cannot  be  pronounced  with  rapi- 
aity,  yet  if  it  was  compofcd  of  epithets  which 
would  run  with  fluency^  the  Alexandrine  would 
be  the  pieafurc  befl:  calculated  to  exemplify  fwift- 
pcfs ;  becaufe  it  would  then  moH  naturally  ex^ 
hibit  the  a£l  of  pafling  through  a  long  fpace  bx 
a  fhort  time-  It  may^  on  thisoccafion,  be  worth 
remarking  too,  that  though  mibtiiding  be  indeed 
fluggifh,  and  ill-adapted>  by  its  Jmndy  to  ex* 
empliiy  fwiftnefs ;  yet,  if  we  attend  to  the 
ifji^  it  will  appear,  that  nothing  could  be  more 
iappily  cholcn.  It  is  impoffible  to  convey  a 
higher  idea  of  the  rapidity  of  Camilla's  modoa, 
than  by  defcribing  her  to  have  flown  fofaft,  that 
the  corn  did  not  even  bend  to  the  impreffion  ihe 
made  in  her  flightp     The  fame  happinefs  of  ex- 


{ 
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ire  oot  rough  and  fonorous.  In  fliort,  the  fkill, 
in  the  feveral  inftances  of  adapting  the  found 
to  the  fenfe,  feems  to  lie  rather  in  the  arrange^ 
jBcnt,  than  in  the  choice  of  the  words. 

The  laft  caufe  which  the  poet  enumerates,  as 
tending  to  obftrud  the  judgment,  is  Partiality  ; 
which  he  confiders  in  its  various  branches,  as  it 
begets  prejudices  againft  particular  things  or 
perfons :  Firft,  as  it  induces  critics  to  prefer 
foreign  writers,  before  our  pwij  j  the  antient8| 
before  the  moderns — r- 

f*  And  force  that  fun  but  on  a  part  to  fliine, 
"  Which  not  alone  the  fouthern  wit  fublimes, 
f*  But  ripens  fpirits  in  cold  northern  climes.^* 

Thefe  lines  are  very  poetical,  and  convey  a 
juft  cenlbre  of  a  failing,  to  which  not  only  the 
unlearned,  to  whom  the  poet  particularly  ap- 
plies them,  but  even  the  learned,  are  too  apt  to 
incline.     When  men  have  beftowed  a  great  deal 
of  time  and  attention  to  make  themlelves  ac- 
quainted with  claffic  lore,  they  frequently  fet 
too  high  a  value  on  the  acquifition.     They  are 
often  partial  to  the  merit  of  the  antients,  while 
they  difregard  excellence  among  the  modems. 
Perhaps  felf-love  may  induce  them,  to  prefer 
what  has  cofl  them  mod  pains  to  acquire. 

Our  author  next  proceeds  to  expofe  the  in- 
flances  of  partiality  in  the  learned,  fuch  as  fingu- 
larity  and  novelty,  and  in  the  laft  place  exprefles 

his 
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hi's  indignation  againft  party  rage  and  €nvy^  for 
which  he  had  a  natural  abhorrence.     The  com— 
parifon   between   envied    merit,     and  the    fun 
eclipfed,  is  mofl:  happily  conceived,  and  the  laft 
lines  are  even  fublime* 

***  Envy  will  merit,  as  its  Ihade,  purine  ; 
**  But  like  a  fhadow,  proves  the  Subftance  true : 
*'  For  cnvy'd  Wit,  like  Sol  eclipsed,  makea 

**  known 
**  Th*  oppofing  body's  groffnefs,  not  its  owti* 
*'  When  firft  that  fun  too  powerful  beams  dil^ 

"  plays,  ' 

**  It  draws  up  vapours  which  obfcure  its  rays; 
"  But  ev*n  thofe  clouds  at  laft  adorn  its  way, 
*'  Reflect  newglorieSi  and  augment  the  day/* 
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•*  When  mellowing  years  their  full  ][:erfedioii 

**  give, 
.^*  And  each  bold  figure  juft  begins  to  livct 
**  The  treach -rous  colours  the  fair  art  betray, 
**  And  all  the  bright  creation  fades  away  !** 

Nothing,  as  the  eflayift  candidly  admits,  was 
ever  fo  happily  expreffed  on  the  art  of  painting: 
a  fubjedl  on  which  Pope  always  fpeaks  con 
amorcj  being  himfelf,  as  will  he  Ihown,  a  prac-« 
titioner,  in  that  pleafing  art. 

But  if,  fays  our  author,  any  dregs  of  thelbuf 
critical  humour  ftill  remain,  let  them  be  vented 
againft  obfcenity  and  impiety.  Here  he  takes 
occafion  to  brand  Xhtfaf  age  of  pleafure^-'^ 

**  When  Love  was  all  aii  eafy  monarch's  care.'* 

There  is  great  merit  In  the  following  beauti- 
fill  lines,  in  which  the  poet  at  once  cenfures  the 
prurient  tafte  of  the  dramatic  writers  of  thbfe 
days,  and  the  indelicacy  of  the  fair  fex,  to  whom 
that  tafte  had  ceafed  to  be  ofFenfive. 

"  The  Fair  fate  panting  at  a  G)urtier's  play, 
**  And  not  a  Mafk  went  unimproved  away : 
♦*  The  modeft  fan  was  lifted  up  no  more, 
♦*  And  Virgins  fmiPd  at  what  they  blufli'd 
**  before.'^ 

There  is  a  fweetnefs  ?nd  melody  in  thefo 
lines,  which  give  the  r^^  k  c  and  delicacy  of 
tjic  fcntiment,  ap'^c^-'..       i£h, 

In 
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in  the  third  part,  our  anthor  confiders  the 
Morals  of  the  critic ;  under  which  are  compre- 
hend^ candour,  modefty,  and  good  breeding. 

Without  the  firft  elTential  requiilte^  he  fhews 
that  all  other  talents  are  infufficient, — ~ 


**  *Tis  not  enough,  tafte,  judgment,  learning, 

**  join ; 
*^  In  all  you  fpeak,  let  truth  and  candour  Ihine." 

The  truth   likewife   mufl:  be   communicated 
with  modefty 

**  Be  filcnt  always,  when  you  doubt  your  fenfe  i 
**  And  fpeak,  though  Jure^  with  feeming  diffi- 
**  dence.'* 
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**  But  where*8  the  man,  who  cb\infel  can  beftow, 
*^  Still  pleasM  to  teach,  and  yet  not  proud  to 

"  know  ? 
"  Unbiafs'd,  or  by  favour,  or  by  fpite ; 
"  Not  dully  prepoflefs*d,  nor  blindly  right ; 
"  ThoMeamM,  well-bred  J  and  tho' well-bre^ 

"  fincere ; 
"  Modeftly  bold,  and  humanly  fevcre ; 
"  Who  to  a  friend,  his  faults  can  freely  fhow, 
"  And  gladly  praife  the  merit  of  a  foe  ? 
"  Bleft  with  a  tafte  exaft,  yet  unconfin'd ; 
"  A  knowledge  both  of  books  and  human 

"  kind ; 
"  Generous  converfe;  a  foul  exempt  from  pride; 
"  And  love  to  praife,  with  reafon  on  his  fide  ?" 

The  poet  then  anfwers  the  queftion  himfelf, 
and  fhews  that  fuch  critics  were  to  be  found  in 
the  better  ages  of  Athens  and  Rome^  and  points 
out  their  charaders,  beginning  firil  with  ^n- 
fiotle^  whom  he  defcribes  in  the  following  bold 
metaphor. 

*^  The  mighty  Stagirite  firft  left  the  fhore, 
**  Spread  all  his  lidls,  and  durft  the  deeps 

"  explore ; 
"  He  (leered  fecurely,  and  difcoverM  far, 
**Ledby  the  light  of  the  Maeonian  ftar.'* 

With  the  Stagirite,  Horace  is  contrafted,  and 
his  charaiSer  is  juftly  and  happily  defcribed  \xk 
two  lines.^ 


C( 
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^  Horace  ftill  charms  with  graceful  negligencei 
**^  And  without  Methcxi  talks  us  into  fenfc*** 

That  of  Dimyjius  fucceeds =• 

**  SeeDionyfiusHomer*s  thoughts  f^ne^ 
'*  And   call  new   beauties  forth  from  ev*ry 
"  Hne  i*' 

Thefe  verfes  are  cenfured  by  the  Eflayift,  not 
only  as  fpiritlefs,  and  profaic,  but  as  the  cha- 
ra^er  they  exprefs^  is  not  equal  to  the  merit  of 
the  critic  whom  they  are  intended  to  celebrate* 
Neverthekfs,  though  they  do  not  excel  in  point 
of  verfification,  they  are  fraught  with  a  great 
deal  of  meaning.  In  the  tirll  of  thefe  lines^ 
on  wluch  the  other  depends,  is  defcribed  that 
itcrial  and  ufcful  part  of  an  able 
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and  e(^c :  But  tbe  Poet  is  not  here  fpeaking  (nor 
was  it  ^nr  his  purpofe  to  fpeak)  of  the  chief 
merit  of  Petronius,  but  in  whjt  his  merit  as  a 
critic  coniifted,  which  was  (bftening  the  art  of 
a  fcholar  with  the  eafy  fancy  of  a  courtier.  And 
whoever  reads  and  underftands  the  critical  parts 
of  his  abominable  licentious  fragments  will  ice^ 
that  the  poet  has  truly  chara^toized  him. 

It  is  obfervable  likewife,  that  though  th^ 
cflayift  confines  the  merit  of  Petronius  to  the  art 
of  telling  a  ftory  with  grace  and  eqfe^  yet  he  im- 
mediately adds,  ^^  that  his  own  ftile  is  more 
**  ijfeSedy  than  even  that  of  his  cotemporaries." 
How  the  eflayift  can  reconcile  the  grace  and  eafe 
Vhich  he  admits,  vdth  the  qff^eHaticn  which  he 
objcds  to  him,  I  own  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  conceive. 

Indeed  the  eflayift  obferves,  with  good  reafon, 
that  many  of  Petronius's  metaphors  are  far 
fetched  and  mixed,  of  which  he  produces  a  very 
glaring  inftance.  But  this  is  fo  far  from  con- 
tradifldng  Pope^s  judgment  of  him,  that  it 
rather  tends  to  eftablifli  it.  Such  as  write  with 
the  court-like  eafe  which  Mr.  Pope  fpeaks  of, 
are  moft  apt  to  fall  into  a  confufion  of  metaphors. 
It  is  not  the  corredtnefs  and  accuracy,  but  the 
fency  and  eafe  of  Petronius,  which  our  poet 
commends,  and  which  in  truth  the  eflayift 
admits. 

Our  author's  charader  of  Quintilian,  alfo 
fiJls  (hort  of  the  eflayift's  eftimate. 

^*In 
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**  In  grave  Quintilian's  copious  work^  we  finif 
**  The  jufteft  rules,  and  deareft  method  joinM/* 

Whoever  ftudies  and  praftifes  Compo/ftion^  can^ 
not  pay  too  much  attention  to  the  InRitutes  of 
Quintiliani  whofe  rules  will  lead  to  perfection  irt 
this  part  of  literature*  This  is  amongft  the 
higheft  praifes  a  critic  can  dejerxw*  And  this  is 
given  to  himi  in  thefc  two  very  lines. 

Never theiefs,  the  efTayill  remarks,  that  Quin^. 
tilian  deferves  a  more  appropriate  and  poetical 
character:  And  indeed^confidering  that  our  author 
has,  in  the  piece  before  us,  been  indebted   to 
him  for  many  of  the  precepts  which  he  has  fo 
admirably  illuftratcd,  it  is  to  bewifhed  that  his^ 
juft  encomium  on  the  critic's  meritf  had  been . 
fomewhat  more  amplified.    But  he  feems  to  have 
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eflayift  candidly  obferves,  more  fuitable  to  the 
charader  of  the  perfon  addrefled,  than  if  he 
had  coldly  fpoken  of  him  in  the  third  perfon. 

The  poet  then  gives  a  fhort,  but  animated 
hiftory,  of  the  decline  of  arts  and  fcierices  under 
defpotic  power ;  and  obferves,  that  though  they 
afterwards  made  fome  little  efforts  to  revive, 
they  were  again  overwhelmed ; 

"  A  fecond  deluge  Learning  thus  o'er-run, 
•*And  the  Monks  finifhM  what  the  Goths 
*«  begun." 

Then  he  turns  towards  that  fecond  period,  in 
whkh  the  true  critic  again  appeared  at  the  revi- 
tal  of  letters  ia  the  weft 

"  But  fee  I  each  Mtifei  in  Leo?^s  golden  days, 
**  Starts  from  her  trance,  and  trims  her  withered 

"  bays, 
^*  Rome^s  antient  Genids,  o^er  its  ruins  fpread, 
••  Sliakes  oflF  the  duft,  and  rears  his  rev'rend 

"  head." 

Thefe  lines  are  perfeflly  poetical.  With 
what  awful  imagery  the  genius  of  Rome  is 
reprefented  !  Nothing  can  be  finer  than  this 
ddcriptive  perfonificaition.     It  is  truly  fublirae. 

Neverthelefs,  the  excellence  of  this  compofi- 
tion  did  not  fecure  it  againft  the  malice  of  cri- 
ticifm.  Mr.  Dennis,  and  others,  vented  their 
fpleen  againfl  it;  but  chiefly  Mr.  Dennis,   a 

H  furious 
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furious  old  critic  by  profeflion^  who  took  oflFenc^^ 
at  the  following  lines,  where  Mr.  Pope^  after' 
having  recommended  a  generous   freedom  06* 
advice^  and  obferved,  that  they  can  bell 
reprooff  who  merit  praife,  adds— 

**  'Twere  well,  might  Critics  ftill  this  freedom] 

"  take, 

"  But  Appius  reddens  at  each  word  you  fpeafc,! 
*^  And  ftares,  tremendousi  with  a  threatening  j 

"  Eye, 
**  Like  fome  fierce  Tyrant  in  old  tapeftry,*^ 

It  is  faid  that  Mr.  Dennis  took  this  picture  tc 
himfelfj  and  upon  no  other  provocation  wrote  J 
again  ft  the  eflay  and  its  author,   in  the  moft 
abfurd  and  virulent  manner  :  For  as  to  the  men- 
tion made  of  him  in  ver.  270,  he  took  it  as  a 
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Mr.  Dennis,  however,  at  this  time  bor6  the 
charader  of  an  acute  critic  * ;  though  he  was 
generally  condemned  as  an  ill-natured  one: 
And  our  poet  himfelf  was  once  not  without 
apprehenfions  from  his  feverity ;  for  being  afked 
by  a  particular  friend,  whether  he  ever  regarded 
what  was  written  againft  him  ?  he  anfwered, 
«  Never  much ;  only  the  two  or  three  firft 
attacks:  particularly  when  Dennis  firft  wrote 
againft  me,  it  gave  me  fome  uneafinefs,  but  it 
quickly  fubfided,  when  I  came  to  read  his  Cri- 
ticifin,  and  found  him  in  fuch  violent  rage/' 

Ncverthelefs,  our  poet,  with  an  amiable 
fianknefs  and  candour,  acknowledged  the  jui^ 
tice  of  fome  of  his  animadverfions ;  and  in  a 
ktter  to  the  honourable  J.  C.  Efq;  he  exprefles 
himfelf  with  admirable  temper  and  good  fenfe> 
where,  fpeaking  of  Dennis,  he  fays,  "  To  give 
"  him  his  due,  he  has  objefted  to  one  or  two  lines 
"  with  reafon,  and  I  will  alter  them  in  cafe  of 
"  another  edition  :  I  will  make  my  enemy  do  me 
•*  a  kindnefs,  where  he  meant  an  injury,  and  fo 
•*  ferve  inftead  of  a  friend.   What  he  obferves  at 


•  He  appears,  however,  to  have  been  indebted  for  this 
charader  to  thofe  (and  they  are  the  grofs  body  of 
readers)  who  could  not  di(lingui(h  between  the  mechanical 
part  of  criticifm,  which  was  learnt  by  the  ftudy  of  the 
rrench  critics,  and  that  more  liberal  part  which  can  only 
be  acquired  by  the  mens  dlvinior.  And  had  Dennis's  turn, 
on  this  foundation,  been  like  Mr.  Addifon's,  towards  en- 
comium rather  than  cenfure,  it  had  enabled  him  to  have 
written  as  good  a  critic  on  Milton's  Paradife  Lcf^  as  that  we 
£iu|  In  the  papers  of  the  Spectator. 

H  1?  **  the 
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*'  the  bottom  of  page  30  of  his  Refle£lions»  was 
"  objefted  to  by  yourfelfi  and  had  been  mended 
**  but  for  the  hafte  of  the  prefs/' 

What  our  author  fubjoinst  affords  an  excel- 
lent IcfTon  for  authors  in  general  to  fupprefs 
their  irritability,  and  to  truft  their  reputations 
to  the  judgment  of  the  difcerning  few,  who  will 
not  fail  to  do  juftice  between  them  and  their 
critics. 
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**  I  fhall  certainly,"  fays  he,  "  never  make 
the  leaft  reply  to  him,  not  only  becaufe  you 
advife  me,  but  becaufe  I  have  ever  been  of  opi* 
nion,  that  if  a  book  can^t  anfwcr  for  itfdf  to 
the  public^  ViV  to  no- fort  of  furpofe  for  its 
author  to  do  it.  If  I  am  wrong  in  any  fen- 
timent  of  that  Effhy^  I  proteft  fmcerely,  I 
don*t  defire  all  the  world  fliould  be  deceived 
(which  would  be  of  very  ill  confequence)  \ 
merely  that  I  myfelf  may  be  thought  right 
(which  is  of  very  little  confequence):  I  would 
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abroad,  where  it  was  fo  highly  efteemed,  that 

it  was  tranilated  into  French  verfe,  by  General 

Hamilton,  which  occafioned  the  following  letter 

from  our  poet  to  the  tranflator.-  • 

.• 

**'  If  I  could  as  well  exprefs,  or  (if  you  will 

"  all6w  me  to  fay  it)  tranflate  the  fehtiments  of 

^  my  heart,  as  you  have  done  thofe  of.  my  head, 

**  in  your  excellent  verfion  of  my  E^ay ;    I 

"  fhould  not  only  appear  the  beft  writer  in  the 

**  world,  but  what  I  much  more  defire  to  be 

**  thought',  the'moft  your  fervant^of  any  man 

**  liTing*  /Tis  an  advantSige^  very  rarely  known, 

**  to  receive  at  once  a'gieat  honour  and  a  great 

**  improvement.     This,  Sir,  you  have  afforded 

^  me ;  having  at  the  fame  time  niade  others . 

"  tike  my  fenfe,  and  taught  me  to  underftand 

•**  my  owh  ;  if  1  may  call  that  my  own,  which 

•'  is  indeed*  more  properly  your's.     Your  verfes 

•*  areno  more  a  tranllation  of  mine,   than  Vir- 

^^  giPs  are -of  ffomh^s]    but  are  like  his,  the 

**.  jufteft  imitation,  an^  the  nobleft  commentary. 

"  In  putiing.  me  into  a  French  drefs,  yoii 
**  have  not  only  adorned  my  outfide,  but  mended 
"  my  (hape ;  and  if  I  am  now  a  good  figure, 
"  I  mufl:  contider'you  have  naturalized  me  into 
"  a  country,  which  is  famous  for  making  every 
"  man  a  fine  gentleman.  It  is  by  your  means, 
**  that  (contrary  to  mod  young  travellers)  I  am 
•*  come  back  much  better  than  I  went  out/' 

The  ((rain  of  compliment  in  this  letter  will 

be  cxcufed,  when  it  is  confidered  that  it  was 

idijrefled,'  from  a  young  writer,   to  the  cele- 

H  3  brated 
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brated  Author  of  the  Life  of  Count  Gramonf  f 
and  that  fulfome  adulation  was,  in  truthi  more 
particularly  the  vice  of  the  times. 

This  piece  was  afterwards  tranflated  into 
French  hy  other  hands,  and  feveral  verfions  of 
k  have  fince  appeared  in  the  Latin  language  *, 

But  whatever  reputadon  our  author  may  have 
gained  by  this  didadic  effay,  in  which  he  dif- 
played  fuch  uncommon  compafs  of  learnings 
Such  extenfive  knowledge  of  human  naturef 
and  fuch  flrength  of  judgment ;  yet,  as  a  Poeiy 
he  acquired  ftill  greater  fame  by  the  Rape  of  the 
LovL  The  ftdl  force  of  hi?;  poetical  talents  ap- 
pceirs  combincLl  in  this  celebrated  piece.  All  the 
beauty  of  defcription,   the  richnefs  of  invention^ 
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twe  he  followed  into  France,  and  author  of 
the  comedy  of  Sir  Solomon  Single^  and  of  feveral 
tranflations  in  Dryden*8  Mifcellanies)  originally 
propofed  the  fubjedl  to  our  author,  in  a  view  of 
puttiag  an  end,  by  this  piece  of  ridicule,  to  a 
difference  that  was  arifen  between  two  noble 
families,  thofe  of  Lord  Petre  and  of  Mrs.  Fer- 
mor,  on  the  trifling  occafion  of  his  having  cut 
(rfp  a  lock  of  her  hair.  This  little  liberty  was 
taken  too  ferioufly ;  and  though  the  two  famir 
lies  had  long  been  friends,  it  occafioned  acoplr, 
ncfs  between  them. 

The  firft  fketch  of  this  exquifite  piece,  which 
Addifon  calls  Merum  Saly  was,  as  we  learn  from 
one  of  PopE^s  letters,  written  in  two  cantos 
wily,  in  lefs  than  a  fortnight,  in  the  year  1711, 
when  he  was  about  the  age  of  twenty-three. 

Our  author  fent  a  copy  of  it  to  the  Lady, 
with  whom  he  was  acquainted,  and  fhe  was  fo 
delighted  with  it,  that  fhe  diflributed  copies  of 
it  among  her  acquaintance,  and  at  length  pre- 
vailed OH  him  to  publifh  it,  as  appears  by  the 
motto  *. 

The  piece  produced  the  defired  efFe£l ;  for  it 
reconciled  the  two  families,  and  gave  offence  to 
no  one  but  Sir  George  Broivn^  who  often  ob- 
ferved,  with  fome  degree  of  refentment,  and 
indeed  juflice   too,    that  he  was  made  to  t^alk 


•  Nolueram^  BeHnda^  iuos  vlolare  capiUos  j 
^  Sidjuvat^  ho€  frectbus  me  tributjji  tuts. 


H  4j  nothing 
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nothing  but  nonfenfe^  in  the  characler  of  AV 
Plume. 

Our  bard  ufed  to  fay,  that  what  he  wrote 
fart  eft,  always  pleafed  moft ;  and  the  truth  of 
his  obfervation  was  exemplified  in  the  uncoin- 
mon  fucceis  which  attended  this  piece ;  which 
was  fo  well  received,  that  he  made  it  more  con- 
fiderable  the  next  year,  by  the  addition  of  the 
Machinery  of  the  Sylphs ^  and  extended  it  to  five 
cantos  I  when  it  was  printed,  with  an  elegant 
letter  to  Mrs.  Fermor,  w^hich  ia  prefixed  to  the 


F? 


lece ' 


When 


*  He  afterwards  addreffed  another  Jettcrtothe  fame  lady, 
on  her  happy  marriage,  which,  for  good  fersfe  and  etcgtnt 
turn  of  fentimcntj  may  be  fo  juflly  deemed  a   pattern  of 
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When  Mr.  Pope,  as  his  friend  and  commentarr 
twohferyes,  had  projcdcd  to  give  the  Rape  of  the 
Lock  the  form  of  a  mock  heroic  poem,  he  was  ohr 
ygd  to  provide  it  with  its  meclunery.  For  as  the 
AAjed  of  the  epic  confifts  of  two  parts,  the  meta-- 
fbjffical  ixid  the  civil ;  (o  this  mock  epic,  which  is 
of  the  fatiric  kind,  and  receives  its  grace  from 
die  ludicrous  mimickry  of  the  other's  pomp  and 
fidemnity,  was  to  have  the  like  compofition: 
And  as  the  no/zVpart  is  intentionally  debafed 
by  tkt  choice  of  fome  trifling  adibn,  fo  fliould 
the  metaphjificalj  by  the  application  of  fome 
very  extravagant  fyftem.  A  rule  which,  though 
neither  Boileau  nor  Garth  had  been  careful 
enough  to  attend  to,  our  author's  good  fenfe 
would  not  fuffer  him  to  overlook ;  and  that  fort 
of  machinery  which  his  judgment  taught  him 
was  only  fit  for  his  ufe,  his  admirable  invention 
fcon  fupplied.  There  was  but  one  fyflem  in  all 
nature  that  was  to  his  purpofe,  the  Roftcruftan 
Pbilofopby :   And  this,  by  the  effort  of  a  well 


**  now  to  hear  nothing,  but  that  which  is  all  you  ever  dc- 
**  fired  to  hear,  (whatever  others  may  have  fpoken  to  you) 
^  I  mean  truth ;  and  it  is  with  the  utmoft  that  I  affure  you, 
^  no  friend  you  have,  can  more  rejoice  in  any  good  that 
"  befiUls  you,  is  more  fenfibly  delighted  with  the  profpeft 
<<  of  your  future  happinefs,  or  more  unfeignedly  defires  a 
^^  long  continuance  of  it. 

'^  I  hope  you  will  think  It  but  juft,  that  a  man,  who  will 
•'  certainly  be  fpoken  of  as  your  admirer  after  he  is  dead, 
V  may  have  the  happinefs,  while  he  is  living,  to  be  cfteem^ 

Yours,  &c. 
direded 
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directed  imagination,  he  prefently  fcixed  upon. 
The  fanatic  alchemiils,  in  their  fearch  after  the 
great  fee  ret,  had  invented  a  means  altogether 
feiitable  to  their  end.  It  was  a  kind  of  theolo- 
gical philofophy,  made  up  in  a  mixtiire  of  al- 
moft  equal  parts  of  Pagan  Platonifm*  Chriftian 
Qnietifm,  and  the  Jewiih  Cabbala :  a  mixture^ 
monftrous  enough  to  fright  reafon  from  human 
commerce.  This  fyftcm,  he  tells  us,  he  took  it 
as  he  found  it  in  a  little  French  trafl:^  called 
Le  Comte  de  G  aba  lis.  The  book  is  writ  tea  in 
dialogue,  and  is  a  delicate  and  very  ingenious 
piece  of  raillery,  by  the  Abbe  Vtiliers^  on  that 
inviiible  feft,  of  which,  the  iksries  circulated  at 
that  time,  made  a  great  deal  of  noife  at  Paris. 
But,  as  in  this  fatirical  dialogue,  Mr.  Pope 
found  feveral  whimfies  of  a  very  high  and  myf* 
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clinerjr;  fo  in  his  mock  epic,  the  machinery, 
taken  from  a  circumftance  the  moft  humiliating 
to  reafon,  in  all  philofophical  fanaticifm,  fhould 
be  employed  to  difmount  learned  pride  and  arro* 
gance. 

The  invention  of  the  machinery,  which  is 
flulfiilly  interwoven  in  proper  places,  without 
Ac  leaft  appearance  of  being  awkwardly  patched 
together,  was  efteemed  by  Mr.  Pope  himfelf  as 
the  higheft  effort  of  his  poetical  art :  And  it  is 
admitted  by  all  critics,  though  perhaps  fome- 
what  invidioufly,  that  it  is  in  this  piece  Pope 
principally  appears  as  a  Poet  ;  having  in  this 
difplayed  more  imagination,  than  in  all  his 
other  works  taken  together.  It  fhould,  how- 
ever, be  remembered,  it  is  added  by  the  effayift 
before-mentioned,  "that  he  was  not  the  firft  for- 
mer and  creator  of  thofe  beautiful  machines,  the 
Sylphs^  on  which  his  claim  to  imagination  is 
chiefly  founded.  He  found  them  exifting  ready 
to  his  hand,  but  has  indeed  employed  them  with 
fmgular  judgment  and  artifice."  With  what  juf- 
tice  and  confiftency  the  critic  makes  this  draw- 
back on  the  portion  of  praife  he  thought  proper 
to  allow  Mr.  Pop.e,  I  fhall  examine  when  I  con- 
iider  the  general  nature  and  extent  of  his 
genius. 

In  the  mean  tim6,  as  I  truft  it  will  be  no 
unwelcome  amufement  to  the  reader,  I  ihall 
feled  fome  of  the  moft  ftriking  paflages  to  ex- 
emplify the  general  excellencies  I  have  ventured 
toifAbe  to  this  piece. 

Our 
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Our  poet,  in  the  openings  fhews  much  ad 
drefs  in  making  Belioda'a  guardian  Sylph  fore 
warn  her  of  feme  impending  danger :  and  i) 
difclofing  to  her  the  myftery  of  fuperintendiTij 
aerial  fpirits,  he  ridicules  female  credulit 
jvith  a  great  deal  of  pleafant  raillery, 

**  Some  fecret    Truths,   from  learned   prid 

"  conceard, 
**  To  Maids  alonet  and  Children  are  reveal'd 
^*  What  tho*  no  credit  doubting  Wits  ma 

**  give  ? 
^^  The  Fair  and  Innocent  ftiall  ftill  believe.** 

He  likewife  touches  on  female  vanities,  wit 
much  delicacy  and  good  humotir,  and  difplt] 
great  fancy  in  defcribing  the  transform  a  tioo  c 
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**  The  graver  Prude  finks  downward  to  a 

*'  Gnomcj 
^  In  fearch  of  mifchief  ftill  on  Earth  to  roam. 
"  The  light  Coquettes  in  Sylphs  aloft  repair, 
"  And  fport  and  flutter  in  the  fields  of  Air." 

Befides  the  delicate  ftrokes  of  Satire  and  play 
of  imagination  exhibited  in  thefe  lines,  they 
afford,  as  the  editor  obferves,  a  beautiful  fidioa 
oa  the  platonic  theology,  of  the  continuance 
of  the  pafiions  in  another ^att,  when  the  mind^ 
before  its 'leaving  thisy  has  not  been  well  pu- 
rified bv  philofophy. 

TTicrt  is  great  elegance  and  richnefs  of  fancy 
in  die  account  which  the  Sylph  gives  of  the  in- 
fluence which  thefe  fuperintending  fpirits  have 
over  female  condud,  and  there  is  a  peculiar  eafe 
and  pleafantry  in  the  following  linesj  which 
ridicule  affectation  and  coquettry^ 

**  *Tis  thefe  that  early  taint  the  female  foul, 
**  Inftrud  the  eyes  of  young  Coquettes  to  roll, 
^*  Teach  Infant-cheeks  a  bidden  blufh  to  know» 
.  *'  And  little  hearts  to  flutter  at  a  Beau." 

The  defcription  of  the  toilette  is  in  the  true 
mock-heroic  flile,  and  is  inimitable  in  its  kind* 
• 
Homer,  as  the  EfTayift  remarks,  does  not 
defcribe  the  armour  of  Achilles  with  more  pomp 
and  fublimity,  than  our  poet  dignifies  the  va- 
rious apparatus  employed  in  attiring  Belinda  ; 
and  the  more  to  heighten  the  importance  of  the 

fubjeft, 
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fubjed,   the  aerial  train  exercife  their  fen 
fun(!Hons  in  decorating  the  heroine. 


H 


The  byfy  Sylphs  furround    their  darlLu^ 


care. 


**  Thefe  fet  the  head,  and  thofe  divide  the  hair, 
**  Some  fold  the  flecve,  while  others  plait  the 

*'  gown ;  I 

**  And   Betty's   prais'd    for  labours    not  hei  | 

^*  own/* 


The  enfuing  Onto  opens  with  the  Tcene  on 
the  Thames,  which  is  perfedly  gay  and  riant*— 
Belinda's  charmsj  above  all,  are  painted  with 
a  rapturous  glow  of  imagination*  There  is  great 
wit  and  gallantry,  as  well  as  exquifite  fenfibi- 
lity*  in  thefe  two  lines. 
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*' There  lay  three  garters,  half  a  pair  of 

"  gloves ; 
**  And  all  the  trophies  of  his  former  loves ; 
**  With  tender  billet-doux  he  lights  the  pyre, 
•*  And  breathes  three  am'rous  fighs  to  raife 

•^  the  fire." 

The  guardian  fylph,  anxious  for  Belinda's 
fete,  calls  together  his  aerial  fpirits,  who  are 
imaged  v^ith  a  fancy  at  once  luxuriant  and  poe«- 
bcal. 

*•  Some  to  the  fun  their  infeft-vsrings  unfold, 
^  Waft  on  the  breeze,  or.  fink  in  clouds  of 

**gold; 
"  Tranfparent  forms,  too  fine  for  mortal  fight, 
«  Their  fluid  bodies  half  diflblvM  in  fight. 
"  Loofe  to  the  wind  their  airy  garments  flew, 
**  Thin  gUtt'ring  textures  of  the  filmy  dew, 
"  Dipt  in  the  richeft  tindureof  the  ikies, 
•*  Where  light  difports  in  ever-mingUng  dies  ; 
"While  ev*ry  beam  new  tranfient  colour* 

*'  flings, 
•*  Colours  that  change  whene'er  they  wave 

♦^  their  wings." 

The  enumeration,  likevrife,  of  the  various 
ttflcs  afligned  to  thefe  aerial  fprites,  difplays  the 
iame  richnefs  of  imagination,  together  vrith  a 
wildnefs  of  imagery  which  is  admirable. 

«'  Some  in  the  fields  of  pureft  Ether  play, 
•*  And  balk  and  whiten  in  the  blaze  of  day. 

^Some 
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•*  Some  guide  the  courfeof  wand'ring  orbs  oOH 
"  high,  I 

**  Or  roll  the  planets  thro*  the  boundlds  fky. 
**  Some  lefs  refia*d,  beoeath  the  moon's  pale^ 

*'  light 
"  Purfue  theftars  that  fhootadiwart  the  tiight^ 
*'  Or  fuck  the  mifts  in  groflTcr  air  below,  M 

^'  Or  dip  their  pimons  in  the  painted  bow,        " 
*'  Or  brew  fierce  tempefts  on  the  wat'ry  maiop 
*'  Or  o'er  the  glebe  diftil  the  Idndly  rain/*         J 

In  the  lines  which  facceed^  the  poet  has 
inimitably  contrived  to  intermix  the  moft  de- 
licate raillery,  with  the  moft  beautiful  imagery^ 
and  perfect  harmony  of  numbers^ 

*'  Our  humbler  province  is  to  tend  the  Fair, 
*'  Notalcfspleafmg,  tho*  lefs  glorious  care  | 
"  To  fave  the  powder  from  too  rude  a  gale, 
"  Nor  let  th*  imprifon'd  eflences  exhale  j 
**  To   draw'  frclh  colours  from  the  vcnml 
"flowVs:  d 
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ini  coiivey  an   oblique  Satire   on  the  female 
cftimate  of  the  difafters  which  furround  them. 

"  Whether  the  nymph  fhall  break  Diana's  law, 
"  Or  fome  frail  China  jar  receive  a  flaw; 
•*  Or  ftain  her  honour^  or  her  new  brocade ; 
"  Forget  her  pray'rs,  or  mifs  a  mafquerade  ; 
**  Or  lofe  her  heart,  or  necklace,  at  a  ball ; 
"  Or  whether  Heav'n  has  doom'd  that  Shock 
''  muft  fall;" 

But  our  poet  no  where  difplays  more  poe- 
tical fancy,  thian  where  he  aflighs  to  thefe  fpirits 
their  refpedlive  charges  about  Belinda's  perfon. 

**  Haile  then,  ye  fpirits  !  to  your  charge  repair : 
** The  fluttering  fan  be  Zephyrettas  care ; 
"  The  drops  to  thee,  Brillante^  we  confign; 
"  And,  Momentilla^  let  the  watch  be  thine ; 
**  Do  thou,  Crifpiffa^  tend  hier  favorite  Lock  ; 
«  Ariel  himfelf  (hall  be  the  gudrd  of  Shock.** 

The  foleiimity  with  which  this  charge  is  given 
and  the  ingenuity  with  which  the  poet  has  ap- 
propriated names  to  the  feveral  fpirits,  corref- 
pondent  with  the  various  offices  they  are  de- 
ffincd  to  difcharge,  is  truly  admirable  * :    and 


•  It  hjwf,  perhapi^  been  better^  however,  if  Arid,  tke 
chief  of  the  aeria!  train,  had  himfelf  taken  fome  charge 
about  BclindaV  perfon ;  the  care  of  the  favoiritc  Lock  had 
bcch  worthy  of  his  fuperintendcnce,  :md  he  might  have  en- 
CTtiAcd  the  Lap-dog  to  fome  fubaltern  Spr.u. 

1  nothing; 
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nothing  can  excel  the  poignant  raillery  whic  3^ 
immediately  follows  on  the  hoop  petticoat. 

"  To  fifty  chofen  Sylphs,  of  fpecial  note* 

"  We  truft  th' important  charge,  the  Petticoat:  r 

*^  Oft  have  we  known  that  fcven-fbld  fence  to 

*'  fail, 
'*  Tho*  ftjff  with  hoops  and  ann'd  with  ribs 

"  of  w^iale; 
''  Form  a  ftrong  line  about  the  filver  boundt 
"  And  guard  the  wide  circumference  around/* 

There  is  a  great  deal  of  delicate  latire  in  con- 
figning  the  care  of  this  important  part  of  fe* 
male  attire  to  fifty  chofen  fpirits  of  fpecial  note» 
and  the  folcmn  air  with  which  he  bevTails  the 
weaknefs  of  that  feven-fold  fence,  greatly 
heightens  the  poignance  of  the  ridicule. 

The  punifliments  which  Ariel  denounces  againft 
thofe  fpirits,   who  fhalh  be  negligent  of  their 

charge,  are  happily  imagined.    The  implements 
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"  Gums  and  Pomatums  fhall  his  flight  reftrain, 
"  While  clog'd  he  beats  his  filken  wings  in 

"  vain ; 
"  Or  Alum  ftyptics  with  contracting  pow'r 
"  Shrink  his  thin  efTence  like  a  rivel'd  flow'r : 
"  Or,  as  Ixion  fixM,  the  wretch  fhall  feel 
"  The  giddy  motion  of  the  whirling  Mill, 
"  In  fumes  of  burning  Chocolate  (hall  glow, 
'*  And  tremble  at  the  fea  that  froths  belqw ! " 

I     There  is  incomparable  merit  in  raifing  a  fub- 

jcd  fo  trivial  by  the  pomp  and  dignity  of  flile. 

But  this  excellence  is  no  where  more  confpi- 
t  cnous  than  in  the  next  canto,  where  our  poet 

(fifplays  all  the  power  of  defcription  in  the  re-^ 

prdentation  of  a  game  at  ombre. 

With  what  pleafant  pomp  the  king  of  fpades 
is  introduced. 

**  With  his  broad  fabre  next,  a  chief  in  years, 
^  The  hoary  Majefty  of  Spades  appears, 
*'  Puts  forth  one  manly  leg,  to  fight  reveal'd, 
**  The  reft,  his  mjiny-colourM  robe  concealM." 

The  fame  may  be  faid  of  the  King  of  Clubs, 
vho  was  taken  by  the  Queen  of  Spades. 

"  The  Club's  black  Tyrant  firft  her  vidim 

"  dyM, 
**  Spite  of  his  haughty  mien,   and  barbarous 

**  pride : 
•*  What  boots  the  regal  circle  on  his  head,    . 
"  His  giant  limbs,  in  ftatc  unwicldv  fpread ; 
1   cj  "That 


1 16 


THE   LIFE   OF 


*^  That  long   behind  he   trails  his  pompous 

'*  robe, 
"  And,    of  all   monarchs,    only  .  grafps   the 

*' globe!" 

But,  fpeating  of  the  Knave  of  Diamonds^  our 
Poet  flill  rifes  in  excellence,  and^  to  the  iitmoft 
elegance  of  dcfcription,  adds  the  niceft  touches 
of  oblique  Raillery, 

"  The  Knave  of  Diamonds  tries  his  wily  arts, 
'^  And  wins  (ohjijameful  chance !)  the  ^lan 

**  of  Hearts. 
**  At  this,  the  blood  die  virgin's  cheek  for- 

"  fook, 
**  A  livid  palencfs  fprcads  o*er  all  her  look  j 
**  She  fees,  and  trembles  at  th'  approaching  ill,  j 
*^  juft  in  the  jav^s  of  ruin,  and  Cbdille, 
**  And  now  (as  oft  in  fonie  dillcmper'd  State) 
-'  On  one  nice  Trick  depends  the  genVal  fate: 
*'  An  Ace  of  Hearts  Heps  forth :  The  Kiogj 

**  unfeen 
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mcnts  of  the  fair,  who  prefer  glittering  Knaves 
to  the  plain  Man  of  Worth.  The  political  illuf- 
tration  Jikewife  of  the  crifis  in  a  diftempered 
ftate,  is  well  conceived,  and  happily  adapted. 

The  author  of  the  eflay,  I  have  fo  often  hfid 
occafion  to  mention,  very  candidly  owns,  that 
diis  defcription  of  the  game  of  ombre,  is  equal, 
if  not  fuperior  to  the  Scacchia  ofVida ;  for  as  chefs  ^ 

I~  is  a  play  of  a  far  higher  order  than  ombrcj  Mr. 
Pfl^  had  a  more  difficult  talk  than  FirV/j,  to  raife 
diis  his  inferior  fubjed,  into  equal  dignity  and 
pacefiilnefs^ 
There  is  great  merit  likewife  in  painting  th? 
fccnc  of  the  tea-table,  which  immediately  fol- 
lows, though  the  fame  dignity  and  elegance  is 
not  prcferved  as  in  the  foregoing.  The  intyor 
dtidory  line  is  particularly  faulty  ; 

**  For  lo !  the  Board  with  Cups  and  Spoons  is 
"crownU'* 

The  appellations  of  Cups  and  Spoons  in  this 
place, '  are  too  low  and  common  ;  and  they  ought 
to  have  been  mentioned  with  a  periphrafis,  to 
have  preferved  the  mock  dignity  of  the  piece. 
Mr.  Pope  was  here  unmindful  of  Hoface's  re-* 
mark- 

^*  Difficile  ejl  propria  communia  dicere.^^ 

The  machinery,  however,  is  here  very  hap- 
nXf  introduced,   watching  over  Belinda  while 


P^ 
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ffvf  is  fipping  her  coffee  ;  and  the  anxictjr  wiffti 
which  the  iierial  fpirlts  fupcriiiicnd  her  motioaSyj 
is  elegantly  reprelented. . 

**  Straight  hover  round  the  Fair  her  airy  band  j 
**  SomCs  as  flic  fipp'd,  the  fuming  titjaor  fann'd, 
**  Some  o'er  her  lap  thdr  careful  plumes  dif- 

*^  play*d, 
**  Trembling,     and     confcious    of    the   rich 

"  brocade," 

The  fylphs  fpreading  their  plumes  to  prefenre 
the  brocade  from  ftains,  is  prettily  imagined ; 
hut  our  Poet  ftill  rife^  in  delicacy  of  imagina- 
tion, when  he  defcribes  their  folicitous  zcJ  a$ 
the  danger  draws  near. 


*^  Swift  to  thp  Lock  a  thoufand  Sprites  repair, 
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^  While  fifli  in,  ftreams,  or  birds  delight  ia 

"air, 
**  Or  in  a  coach  and  fix  the  Britifli  Fair, 
"  As  long  as  Atalantis  fhall  be  read, 
"  Or  the  fmall  pillow  grace  a  Lady's  bed, 
"  While  vifits  ftiall  be  paid  on  folemn  days, 
"  When  numVous  wax-lights  in  bright  order 

"  blaze, 
**  While  nymphs  take  treats,  or  aflignations 

"  give, 
**  So  long  my  honour,  name,  and  praife  fhall 

"  live !'' 

In  the  fourth  canto,  which  opens  with  the 
nge  and  defpair  of  Belinda,  for  the  lofs  of  her 
Lock,  there  is  a  fine  oppofition  of  real  and  ima- 
ginary diftrefles,  which  form  an  aflemblage  at 
once  ftriking  and  agreeable. 

"  Not  youthful  kings  in  battle  feizM  alive, 
"Nqf  fcomful    virgins    who   their    charms 

"  furvive, 
"  Noc  ardent  lovers  robb'd  of  all  their  blifs, 
*'  Not  antient  Ladies  when  refusM  a  kifs, 
"  Not  tyrants  fierce  that  unrepenting  die, 
**Not  Cynthia  when  her  manteau's  pinn'd 

"  awry, 
"  E'er  felt  fuch  rage,  &c. 

The  Poet's  clofing  the  climax  with  the  flighteft 
clifafter  of  all,  gives  additional  poignance  to  the 
ridicule  in  this  parody. 

I  4  There 
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"f^iat  is  fame  thing  very  piaurefque  ii^  th^ 
Jbfcripuon  of  the  cave  of  Spleen^  who  is  xid— 
yJBtbJy  charaaerized- 

u  5^0  fi'rhs  for  ever  on  her  pen  five  bed, 

if  p^iii  at  her  fide,  and  Megrim  at  her  head*''   ^ 

Her  ittendants  Ukevsrife,  Ill-nature  and 
A  r F  EC  T  A  r  I  o  N ,  are  well  appropriated.  It  muft 
tg  0ma1»  however,  that  there  is  nothing  very 
^lyuaacritii*^  in  the  pifture  of  Ill-nature  ; 
hut  Ahe^^TATION   is  drawn  with  a  rnafterly 

peiKt** 

•^TVrc  AfFedation  with  a  fickly  mlcg, 
'••iSwws  ill  her  cheek  the  rofes  of  eighteen, 
if^dui'd  tolifp,  and  hang  the  head  adde. 
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ibt  merit  of  his  former  ferviccs,  which  are  enu-? 
merated  with  great  plea^try. 

*'  But  Oh  !  if  e^cr  thy  Gnome  could  fjpoil  ^ 

"  grace, 
"  Or  raife  a  pimple  on  a  beauteous  face, 

'f  If  e'er  with  airy  horns  I  planted  heads,     ' 
"  Or  rumpled  petticoats,  or  tumbled  beds, 
!*  Or  causM  fufpicion  when  no  foul  was  rude, 
t'  Or  difcompos'd  the  head-drefs  of  a  Prude, 

^  Hear  me,  and  touch  Belinda  with  chagrin, 
"That  fingle  adt  gives  half  the  world  the 
"  Spleen-" 

Thefe  concluding  lines  convey  a  delicate  comr, 
plinient  on  Belinda's  good-nature,  and  power- 
ful influence. 

The  vial  which  the  goddefs  prefents  to  the 
Gnome,  filled 

with  fainting  fears. 


^  Soft  forrows,  melting  griefs,  and  flowing 
**  tears," 

is  introduced  with  great  poetical  fancy. 

Thp 
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The  fpeech  by  which  Thaleftris  endeavours  to 
inflame  the  rage  of  Belinda,  is  admirable^  and 
feafoned  with  exquifite  raillery  on  the  pains 
which  the  fair  will  patiently  undergo,  to  im- 
prove their  charms- 

**  Was  it  for  this  you  took  fuch  conrtant  care 
**  The  bodkin,  comb,  and  effence  to  prepare  ? 
**  For  this  your  Locks  in  paper  durance  bound  ? 
**  For    this    with    tortVing  irons    wreathM 

•'  around  ? 
**  For   this  with  fillets  ftrain'd  your  tender 

*^head? 
**  And  bravely  bore  the  double  loads  of  lead  ?*' 

The  addrefs  with  which  fhe  works  up  Belinda^s 
refentment,    by   infmuating   the  prejudice  her 


I 
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following  exclamation,  which  pleafantly  expref- 
fes  her  idea  of  a  lonely  fituation  ? 

"  Oh  had  I  rather  un-admirM,  remained 
'*  In  fomelone  ifle,  or  diftant  Northern  land ; 
^  Where  the  gilt  Chariot  never  marks  the  way, 
"  Where  none  learn  Ombre,  none  e'er  tafte 
"  Bohea  !'^ 

It  is  ufual  in  heroic  poems  to  prepare  the 
reader  for  fome  great  event,  by  introducing 
certain  prefaging  omens ;  and  the  poet  has  art- 
I11II7  introduced  fuch  portentous  figns,  as  ferve 
to  keep  up  the  mock  dignity  of  the  piece,  and, 
at  the  fame  time,  throw  an  oblique  raillery  on 
the  trivial  objedls  of  female  fuperftition. 

"  Thrice  from  my  trembling  hand  the  patch 

**  box  fell ; 
"  The  tott'ring  China  (hook  without  a  wind, 
"  Nay  Poll  fat  mute,  and  Shock  was  moft 

"  unkind !" 

The  fpeech  of  the  grave  Clarijfa^  in  the  laft 
canto,  who  endeavours  to  compofe  the  refent- 
ment  of  Belinda^  cannot  be  too  much  admired. 
There  is  fo  much  excellent  good  fenfe,  fraught 
with  fuch  ufeful  moral,  and  expreffed  with  fuch 
harmony  of  numbers,  that  no  reader  of  fenti- 
ment  and  tafte  will  tfeink  the  following  quota- 
tion too  long, 

"  Say, 
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*^  Say,  why  are  Beauties  prais'd  and  honoured 

"  moft, 
**  The  wife  man's  paffion,  and  the  vain  man's 

«  toaft  ? 
f'  Why  deck'd  with  all  that  land  and  fea  afford^ 
**  Why  Angels  calFd,  and  Angel-like  ador'd  ? 
*i  Why  round  our  coaches  crowd  the  white- 

*'  glov'd  Beaux, 
'*  Why  bows    the  fide- box  from  its  in  moft 

**  rows  ? 
*'  How  vain  are  all  thefe  glories,  all  our  pains, 
"  Unlefs  good    tenfe  prefer ves    what  beauty 

*'  gains; 
**  That  men  may  fay,  when  we  the  front-box 

"  grace, 
*'  Behold  the  firftin  virtue  as  in  face  ! 
*'  Oh  !  if  to  dance  all  night,  and  drefs  all  day, 
**  CharmM  the  fmall-pox,  or  chacM  old  age 

^*  away ; 
"  Who  would  not  fcorn  what  houfew4fe*s  cares 

*'  produce, 
-*'  Or  who  would  learn  one  earthly  thing  of 


ALEXANDER  POPE,  Esq..     iis 

**And  traft  me,    dear!    good-humour  can 

"  prevail, 
^  When  airs,  and  flights,  and  fcreams,  and 

**  fcolding  fail. 
"  Beauties  in  vain  their  pretty  eyes  may  joU-; 
*^  Charms  ftrike  the  fight,  but  Merit  wins  the 

"  foul." 

The  poet,   with  great  addrefs,   make*  this 
incomparable  fpeech  pafs  unapplauded 

**  Belinda   frown'd,    Thaleftris    call'd    her 
^'PrudeJ' 

By  which  delicate  ftroke,  the  poet  obliquely 
iadrizes  the  light  part  of  the  fex ;  among  whom 
goodfenfe  and  decorum  is  ridiculed  as  prudery. 

Oarifla's  fpeech  having  no  efFed,  the  attack 
b^ins  for  the  recovery  of  the  Lock.  The 
effayift  above-mentioned  is  of  opinion,  that 
this  battle  is  defcribed  in  very  lofty  and  pomp- 
ous terms :    A  game  of  Romps,  he  adds,  was 

never  fo  dignified  before. 
» 

In  this,  however,  I  cannot  agree  with  hinj. 
Impartiality  obliges  me  to  confefsy  that  I  do  not 
cfteem  this  defcriptipn  equal  to  the  reft  of  the 
poem.  Nor  can  I  wholly  agree  with  the  eflayift 
that  the  weapons  made  ufe  of  are  the  moft  pro- 
per imaginable ;  fuch  as  the  lightning  of  the 
lady's  eyes,  intolerable  frowns,  a  pinch  of  fiiufF 
and  a  bodkin.  Of  the  two  1  aft,  indeed,  the  poet 
h  IS  vc;y   iiigenioufly  availed  himfelfj  but  the 

former. 
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former,  after  having  been  hackneyed  by  every 
whining  love-fick  fonneteer,  are  become  too 
trite  and  common  to  afford  any  new  and  flriking 
images,  even  from  the  pen  of  Popii*  W  itnei's 
the  following  lines* 

**  When  bold  Sir  Plume  had  drawn  Qariffa 

.     *'  down, 
"  Gliloe  ftepM  in,  and  kill'd  him  with  a  frown  j 
"  She  fmird  to  fee  the  doughty  hero  flain, 
**  But,  at  her  fmile,  the  Beau  revivM  again/' 

Thefe  lines  might  pafs  unccnfured,  and  might 
even  be  deemed  pretty  in  an  indifferent  poet ; 
but  the  fentimcnts  and  expreffions  are  too  com- 
mon-placed to  be  applauded  in  a  genius :  And 
this  defcription,  upon  the  whole,  does  not  feem 
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very  of  which  was  the  end  of  all  this  conteft, 
is  loft ;  which  occafions  various  conje<aures  con- 
cerning the  place  of  its  concealment,  and  gives 
the  poet  an  opportunity  of  making  a  very  inge- 
nious application  of  that  celebrated  fi^on  of 
Artojioy  that  all  things  loft  on  earth  are  treafured 
in  the  moon,  wherein  he  has  introduced  a  great 
deal  of  keen  fatire. 

*'  Some  thought  it  mounted  to  the  Lunar  fphere, 
*'  Since  all  things  loft  on  earth  are  treafur'd 

"  there. 
"  There  Heros*  wits  are  kept  in  pondVous 

"  vafes, 
"  And  Beaux   in    fnufF-boxes  and  tweezcr- 

**  cafes. 
"  There  broken  vows,  and  death-bed  alms  are 

"  found, 
**  And  lovers'  hearts. with  ends  of   ribband 

"  bound, 
"The  courtier's    promifes,   and  fick   men's 

"  pray'rs, 
**  The  (miles  of  harlots,  and  the  tears  of  heirs, 
"  Cages  for  gnats,  and  chains  to  yoke  a  flea, 
"  Dry'd  butterflies,  and  tomes  of  cafuiftry." 

The  Lock,  however,  is  at  length  difcovered 
in  the  fldes,  where  it  is  lodged  with  great  poetical 
fancy;  and,  like  Berenice* s^  becomes  a  conftella- 
tioa.  The  poet  does  not  fufFer  the  reader  to  lofc 
fight  of  his  beautiful  machinery :  The  Sylphs, 
^Ko  had  been  fo  afliduous  to  preferve  it,  arc 
finally  introduced  as  viewing  it  with  delight, 
"^lule  it  afcends  to  heaven. 

"Tbe 
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"  The  Sylphs  behold  it  kindling  as  it  flies^ 
*^  And  pleasM  purfue  its  progrels  through  th6^^ 
.       *^  ikies/' 


The  poet  preferves  the  vigour  of  his  poetical 
fancy  to  the  laft.  Even  after  the  favourite  Lock 
IS  transformed  into  a  conftellation,  ]\e^  with 
inimitable  pleafantry^  defcribes  the  influence  il 
will  have  on  the  fans  of  earth* 

**  "fhis  the  Beau  monde  fhall  from  the  Mall 

*^  furvey, 
**  And  hail  with  mufic  it8  propitious  ray  ;        l| 
*'  This  the  bl eft  Lover  fliall  for  Venus  take, 
'*  And  fend  up  vows  from  Rofamonda's  lake : 
**  This  Partridge  foon  fhall  view  in  cloudlefs 

"  ikies, 
*^  When  next  he  looks  thro*  Galil^o^s 
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Rid  occafioti  to  ixiention,  did  not  fcruple  to  ex- 
pofe  his  weaknefs  and  his  malice  in  the  moil 
Hdiculous  and  icurrilous  a^nimadverfioris.  Hid 
rcfentment  and  malevolence  fo  fiir  got  the  better 
of  the  little  criticd  merit  which  fpihe  have  al- 
lowed him  to  poiTefs,  that  he  abfurdly  con- 
demned feveral  paflages,  for  reafons  which  con- 
ftituted  their  capital  bjeauties.  Such  an  impo- 
tent attack  had  the  efFedt  which  might  be  ex- 
peded :  It  ferved  to  render  the  critic  contemp- 
tible, while  Mr.  Pope^s  fame  rofe  above  all 
Attempts  to  fupprefs  it ;  arid  was  not  cotlfiiled  to 
his  own  country  :  this  celebrated  poem  having 
been  trariflated  into  feveral  languages.  There 
was,  in  particular,  a  French  verfion  of  it,  which 
was  printed  at  Paris,  in  the  year  1728.  There 
were  likewife  trariflatioris  of  it  in  Italian,  by  the 
Abbe  Gonti,  a  noble  Venetian ;  atid  by  the  Mar- 
quis Rohgons,  envoy  extraordinary  from  the 
Duke  of  Modena  to  the  late  king.  There  have 
likewife  been  Latin  verfions  of  it ;  and  a  profe 
irony  of  it,  made  its  appearance  in  Englifh  *. 

Tliis 


*  Among  the  compliments  paid  to  our  author  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  we  muft  not  omit  the  Eulogy  of  Sir  William  Trum- 
fcall,  who,  in  one  of  his  letters  to  our  author,  fays 

"  You  have  given  me  the  trueft  fatisfaftion  imaginable, 
**  act  only  in  making  good  the  juft  opinion  I  have  ever  had  of 
•*  four  reach  of  thought,  and  my  idea  of  your  compreheifivc 
**  genius;  but  likewife  in  that  pleafure  I  take,  as  an  Enoj- 
**  lifliman,  to  fee  the  French,  even  Boileau  himfclf,  in  his 

Lucria,  out-done  in  your  poem :  for  you  dcfccnd,  Uvion 
"  fUSro^  to  all  the  nicer  touches,  that  your  own  obferva- 

K  '*  tion 
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'ITiis  pcsem  happened  to   be  publilhed  af 
time  when  party  cent  efts  ran  highi  and  among^j 
other   fubjedls  of  difpute^  the  famous  Barrier j 
treaty  was  much  canvalTed,  and  applauded 
the   Whigs.     Mn   Popk,    though   too   honeft 
and  judicious  to  be  a  party  •man,  was    never- 
ihclefs  from    his  birth    and  education   ranked 


**  tbn  and  wit  furnifh,  on  fuch  a  fubjCL^  as  requires  the 
**  fiiieft  flrokcs  and  the  liveUeft  imagination/' 


4 


D^an  Berkley  likewife,  in  a  letter  addrefltd  to  our  autlior, 
datfd  M:iy  ift,  1714?  fpcaks  of  it  in  the  higheft  terms  of 
applaufc :  A 

•*  I  have  acciJentally  met  with  your  Rape  of  the  Lock 
**  here,  having  never  (cqu  it  before.     Stile,  pointing,  jtidg*  ■ 
mcnt,  fpirit,    I    had    ^fn:ady   ^dmir^d    in   other  of  your  II 
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among  the  Tories,  which  occafioned  the  author 
of  a  piece,  intitledA  Key*  to  the  Lock,  whimfi- 
cally  to  maintain,  that  the  Rape  of  the  Lock 
was  an  allegorical  poem,  written  with  a  view  to 
cxpofe  and  ridicule  that  treaty  :  And  taking  it 
for  granted,  that,  by  the  Lock,  the  treaty  was  to 
be  underftood,  he  very  readily  adapted  every 
part  to  fquare  with  this  pojlulatum. 

The  fame  of  this  poem,  together  with  the 
agreeable  nature  of  the  fubjeft,  tempted  many 
widings  and  poetafters  to  play  with  the  fa- 
vourite Lock,  and  exercife  their  little  talents  for 
double  entendre.  Thefe  fugitive  Eflays,  the 
offsprings  of  a  weak  judgment  and  a  prurient 
imagination,  are  defervedly  forgotten.  But 
the  reader  probably  will  not  be  difpleafed  with  the 
foUowing  lines,  which  have  fomething  lively  in 
them,  though  not  very  poetical,  and  have  never 
yet,  that  I  know  of,  been  made  public. 

To  Belinda,  upon  the  Rape  of  the  Lock. 

"  PleasM  in  thefe  lines,  Belinda,  you  may  view 
"  How  things  are  priz'd  which  once  belonged 

"  to  you. 
"  If  on  fome  meaner  head,    this  Lock   had 

**  grown, 
^  The  Nymph  defpis'd,  the  Rape  had  been 

"  unknown. 


•This  piece  of  pleafantry  was  penned    by  Mr*  Pof* 
iimfdf. 

K  2  "  But 
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**  But  what  concerns  the  Valiant,  and  the  V^mr^ 
**  The  Mufe  afTerts  as  her  peculiar  care* 
**  Thus  Helen's  Rape,  and  Meiielaus' wrong, 
**  Became  the  fubjeft  of  Great  Homer's  fong, 
**  And  loft  in  antient  times,  the  golden  Fleece 
*^  Was    raisM   to  Fame   by   all  the  Wits  of 

"  Greece, 
"  But  yet  if  feme,  with  Malice  more  than 
**Wit, 
*'  Will  needs  mifconftrue  what  the  Poet  writ ; 
**  Deem  it  but  Scandal  which  the  jealous  raife, 
*^  To  blaft  his  Fame,  and  to  detraft  your  Praifc* 
**  Too  bright  your  Form,  and  too  renown*d 

*'  his  Song, 
**  Not  to  draw  Enry  from  the  bafer  throng. 
*'  Whofe  minds,  1  know  not  by  what  awk- 

'^  ward  fate. 
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^  Sut  would  your  Charms  to  diftant  times  ex- 

"  tend; 
«  Let  Kueller  paint  them,  and  let  Pope  coai- 

"mend." 

Mx.  Pope's  next  poetical  compofition,  was 
an  Effay  to  the  memory  of  an  unfortunate  Lady^ 
which  came  warm  from  the  heart,  and  does  ho- 
nour to  his  fenfibility. 

This  lady  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  the  lame 
peifooy  to  whom  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  ad- 
drefied  ibme  lines  on  her  intentions  of  retiring 
into  a  monaftery,  which  defign  is  alfo  hinted  at 
in  one  of  Mr.  Pope's  Letters,  where  he  fays, 
addrefling  himfelf,  as  it  is  prefumed,  to  this 
very  perfon :  **  If  you  are  refolved,  in  revenge 
"  to  rob  the  world  of  fo  much  example  as  you 
**  may  afford  it,  I  believe  your  defign  will  be 
"  vain :  for  even  in  a  monaftery,  your  devoid 
**  tions  cannot  carry  you  fo  far  towards  the  next 
"  world,  as  to  make  this  lofe  fight  of  you: 
"  but  you  will  be  like  i  ftar,  that,  while  it  is 
**  fixed  in  heaven,  fhines  over  all  the  earth. 
"  Wherefoever  providence  (hall  difpofe  of  the 
**  moft  valuable  thing  I  know,  I  (hall  ever  fol- 
*^  low  you  with  my  fincereft  wifhes ;  and  my 
*'  beft  thoughts  will  be  perpetually  waiting  upon 
•*  you,  when  you  never  hear  of  me  or  them. 
**  Your  own  guardian  angels  cannot  be  mor# 
**  conftant  or  more  filent.'* 

This  uuofortunate  lady,  as  Mr.  Pope  very 
properly  calls  her^  was  diAinguiftied  by  her  rank, 

K  3  fortunt 
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fortune  and  beauty,  and  was  committed  to  tl 
guardianlhip  of  an  uncle,  who  gave  her  2 
education  fui table  to  her  expe£lations ;  but  whi 
fhe  was  yet  very  young,  fhe  was  fuppofed 
have  entertained  a  partiality  for  a  young  ga 
tleman  of  inferior  degree,  whiqh  occafioni 
her  to  refyfe  a  match  which  her  guardian  pn 
ppfed  to  her* 

It  w^s  not  long  before  her  correfpondenj 
mith  this  gentleman  was  difcovered  by  meal 
of  fpies,  whom  her  guardian  had  employed 
watch  over  her  conduit,  and  when  he  upbraidi 
her  with  this  fecret  intercourfe,  flie  had  too  mtw 
truth  and  honour  to  deny  the  charge.  I 
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ibrraw,  till  at  length  fhc  put  an  end  to  her  life 
vkh  a  fword  which  (he  bribed  a  woman  fervant 
to  procure  her,  and  was  found  yet  warm  upon 
the  ground. 

Being,  by  the  laws  of  the  place,  denied 
Obriflianfepulture,  (he  was  interred  withoiitthe 
Icaft  folemnity,  being  caft  into  the  common 
earth,  without  any  mournful  attendants  to  per- 
fonn  the  laft  duties  of  afFedion,  and  only  fol- 
lowed by  fome  young  people  in  the  neighbour- 
lood,  who  beftrewed  her  grave-with  flowers. 

Such  a  moving  cataftrophe  might  have  in* 
fpred  a  favage  with  fenfibility;  but  in  Mr. 
Pope  it  awakened  all  the  power  of  the  Pathos. 
With  what  awful  folemnity  he  fuddenly  com- 
mands our  attention,  and  calls  forth  all  our 
fympathy,  in  the  very  ppening,  where  he  fancier 
to  behold  the  apparition  of  the  bleeding  faijr. 

**  What  beck'ning  Ghoft,  along  the  moonlight 

♦^ihade 
"  Invites  my  fteps,  and  points  to  yonder  glade  ? 
^  Tis  {he  ! — but  why  that  bleeding  boibni 

^'  gorM, 
"  Why  dimly  gleams  the  vifionary  fword  ? 
^*  Oh  ever  beauteous,  ever  friendly  !  tell, 
"  Is  it,  in  heav'n,  a  crime  to  love  too  well  ? 
"  To  bear  too  tender,  or  top  firm  a  heart, 
"  To  a£b  a  Lover's,  or  a  Roman's  part  ? 
**  Is  there  no  bright  reverfion  in  the  fky, 
^  for  thofc  who  greatly  think,  or  bravely  die  ?'* 


J^4 
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The  indignation  he  exprefles  againft  the  iii^^ 
humiin  guardian  is  very  ftriking  and  aflfefliipg.^ 

*'  But  thou,  falfe  Guardian  of  ^  charge  K^M 
"  good,  j 

^'  Thou,  mean  defer  ter  of  thy  brother  ?s  blooA 
**  See  on  thefe  ruby  Hps  the  trembling  breattrra 
**  Thcfe  cheeks  now  fading  at  the  blaft  c^ 
«d€ath.V  '        '  4 

Then  follows  a  fudden  e^cecration,  fo  forcibl^^j 
tliat  it  inflantly  ftrikes  the  mind  with  terror* 


**  Thus,  If  eternal  Juftice  rules  the  ball, 

**  Thus  fliall  your  wives,  and  thus  your  chil-^ 

^    ">*drenML"         '  ^^ 


The  poet  farther  defcribing  the  fiidden  ven* 
geance  which  fhall  await  fuch  inhumanity, 
breaks  forth  into  the  following  bold  profopo-. 

poeia,  '  '  -       '       , 


i 
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How  ipifnitably  Ijias  the  poet  contrived  tq 
temper  tlie  horror  of  the  dire  execrations  he 
vented,  by  closing  with  a  paffa^  of  exquifite 
huii^nity  and  lympathy ! 

Wij^  what  inexpreffible  tendernefs  likewife^ 
and  with  what  moving  accents  does  he  aggra- 
nte  her  deplorable  fate,  by  introducing  the  af- 
feaiiig  circumftance  of  her  dying  in  a  foreign 
.  Und,  unattended  by  any  mournful  friend  to  grace 
^r  obiequies. 

'^  No  friend's  complaint,  no  kind  domefHc  tear 
"  PleasM  thy  pale  ghoil,  or  gracM  thy  mourn^- 

"  ful  hier. 
f*  By  foreign  hands  thy  dying  eyes  were  clos'd, 
"  By  foreign  hands  thy  decent  limbs  composM, 
"  By  foreign  hands  thy  humble  grave  adomM, 
"By  fbrangers   honoiu:M>  and  by  ftrangers 

"mourn'd!*' 

The  forcible  repetition  of  the  word  foreigtip 
has,  as  the  critic  obferves,  an  admirable  efFe£t 
conftantly  to  recall  to  mind  the  aggravating 
circumftance  which  the  poet  would  unprefs  on 
the  reader's  fenfibility. 

There  is  another,  though  not  fo  obvious, 
beauty  in  tiiefe  lines.  It  is  obfervable  that  in  all 
thefe  lines,  e?ccept  the  laft,  the  paufe  is  uni- 
formly at  the  fourth  fyllable ;  and  this  farther 
contributes  to  rivet  in  the  mind  the  feveral  parts 
or  amplifications  of  the  mournful  circumftance 
which   the  poet  defcribes.      For  as  an  acute 

critic 
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critic  *  has  obferved,  uniformity  in  the  members 
of  a  thought,  requires  equal  uniformity  in  the 
members  of  the  period   which   exprelTes    that 

thought. 

In  the  fucceeding  lines,  the  poet  has  fkilfully 
contrived  to  blend  the  moft  moving  fentiments, 
with  a  juft  indignant  fa  tire  on  the  modes  of 
a.ffe£led  lamentation; 

**  What  tho*  no  friends  in  fable  weeds  appear, 
**  Grieve  for  an  hour,  perhaps,  then  mourn  a 

*'  year, 
*■  And  bear  about  the  mockery  of  woe 
*^  To  midnight  dances,  and  the  public  iKow  ? 
^'  What  though  no  weeping  Leaves  thy  aflies 

**  grace. 
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"  Yf t  (hall  thy  grave  with  rifing  flow'rs  be 

"dreft, 
^  And  the  green  turf  lie  lightly  on  thy  breaft : 
"There    fliall  the    Morn  her  earlieft  tears 

^*  beftoWf 
^  There  the  firft  rofes  of  the  year  (hall  blow/'— 

What  a  delicate  ppetioal  fancy  is  difplayed  in 
thcfe  coacluding  lines!  In  fhort,  a  reader  oi 
any  tafte  and  fenfibility,  muft  thrill  at  every 
line  of  this  excellent  elegy,  which  produces  that 
fympathetic  effeQ  arifing  from  ?J1  heart-felt 
compofitiopSt 

The  Prologue  to  Addifon's  tragedy  of  Cato^ 
ftands  next  in  order  among  Mr.  Pope^s  poeti- 
cal compofitions.  This,  which  was  written  ^t 
Mr.  Addifon's  requeft,  the  author  of  the  effay 
very  candidly  admits  to  be  fuperior  even  to  any 
of  Dryden's.  It  is,  as  he  obferves,  folemn  and 
fubliipe ;  and  appropriated  to  the  tragedy  alone 
which  it  was  defigned  to  introduce.  The  moft 
ftriking  images  and  allufions  it  contains,  are 
taken  with  judgment  from  fome  paffages  in  the 
life  of  Ca^o  himfelf.  Such  is  that  fine  ftroke, 
more  lofty  than  any  thing  in  the  tragedy  itfelf, 
where  the  poet  fays,  that  when  Caefar,  amid  the 
pomp  and  magnificence  of  a  triumph, 

"  ShowM  Rome  her  Cato*s  figure  drawn  in 

"  ftate ; 
^*  As  her  dead  Father's  rev'rend  figure  paft, 
^i  The  pomp  was  darkened,  and  the  day  o'ero^ll; 

**Th? 
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*'  The  Triumph  ceas'd- — tears  guftiM  froi 

*Vev'ry  eye; 
^  The  world's  great  vidor  pafs*d  unheeded  by; 
**  Her  I  aft  good  man  dejefted  Rome  ador'd, 
*'  And   honoured  Caefar*s    lefs    thaa   Cato's 

^'  fword.'' 

Such  again  h  the  happy  allofion  to  an  old 
^ory  mentioned  in  Martialj  of  Cato^s  coming 
into  the  theatre,  and  prefently  going  out  again. 

**  Such  Plays  alone  fiiould  win  a  Britifh  ear, 
**  As  Cato^s  felf  had  not  difdainM  to  hear/* 

From  whence  he  draws  an  artful  panegyric  on 
the  purity^  and  excellence  of  the  play  he  was 

recommending 
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As  this  prologue  is  a  model  for  this  fjpecies  of 
writing,  in  the  ferious  way,  fo  the  epUogue  to 

.Mr. 


Oar  author  executed  his  commiffion  in  the  moft  frtendlf 
Banner ;  and  the  play,  together  with  the  fcheme  for  bring- 
ing it  upon  the  itage,  meeting  with  their  approbation,  k 
was  rtprefented  accordingly. 

Throughout  the  whole  condud  of  this  bufinefs.  Me* 
Addifon  appeared  to  be  to  extremely  apprehenfive  of  pariy 
inputatioDs,  that  Mr.  Pope  having  worded  the  prologue 

*<  BrhoHSy  ARISE,  be  worth  like  this  approv'd, 
*^  And  (hew  you  have  the  virtue  to  be  mov*d  \* 

ke  very  ftrongly  okjeded  to  the  boldnefs  of  the  expreflion, 
laying,  it  would  be  called  ftirring  the  people  to  rebellion,  and 
thcre&re  earncftly  begged  of  our  author  to  foften  it,  by  fub- 
tituting  fumethtng  le(s  obnoxious.  On  tbi^  account  it  was 
altered,  as  it  now  ftands,  to  Briims^  attend, — though  at 
the  ezpence  of  the  fenfe  and  fpirit.  Notwithftanding  this, 
die  yitxy  next  year,  when  the  pre(ent  illuftrious  family  came 
to  the  iucccffion,  Mr,  Addiibn  thought  fit  to  make  a  merit 
of  Cato,  as  purpofely  and  direfUy  written,  to  oppofe  the 
firbcDies  of  a  fa£^ion  * :  his  poem  to  her  royal  highnefs  the 
Prioceft  of  Wales,  beginning  in  this  manner: 

**  The  mufe  that  oft  with  facred  raptures  fir'd, 
^  Has  genVous  thoughts  of  liberty  infpir'd  ; 
**  And  boldly  rifmgfor  Britannia's  laws, 
**  Ingag'd  great  Cato  in  his  country's  caufe  j 
**  On  you  fubmiffive  waits/' 

Indeed 


•  This  play  being  confidcred  as  a  warning  that  liberty 
was  in  danger  during  the  Tory  adminiftration,  Bolingbroke, 
to  obviate  the  popular  impreflions  it  might  make,  fent  on« 
night,  when  the  applaufe  pf  the  audience  was  very  violent, 
for  Booth,  who  played  Cato,  into  his  box,  between  the  afis 
aad  prcfented  bim  with  fifty  guineas,  in  acknowledgement, 
as  beexprefled  it  with  great  addrefe,  for  dcfcndmg  the  cauft 
of  liberty  £>  well  z%^v3i2.perpetml  diSfatcr. 
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Mr*  Roive^s  Jane  Shore^  which  follows,   is  a^ 
perfect  a  pattern  of  compofition  in  the  ludicrous 
way.     It  was  written  for  Mrs.  Oldfield,  thougls 
never  fpoken.     It  is  penned  in  a  lively  fpirir 
of  gallantry,  and  facetious  raillery :  which,  as 
is  well  remarked  by  the  eflfayift,  the  audience 
exped:  in   all  epilogues  to  the  moft  ferious  and 
pathetic  pieces •     It  is  ftrange»  that  though  this 
pcrverfion  of  tafte  has  been  condemned  by  all 
judicious  writers,  that  the  fcandalous   pradlice 
of  clofmg  fuch    pieces  with  epilogues   full  of 
ribaldry  and  loofc  double  entendre,  fliould  ftiU 
GOntinuCp 


We  are  now  to  confider  Mr.  Pope  in  the  cha- 
racter of  a  traiiflator,  and  to  examine  his  merit 
in   that  capacity  in    his  vedion  of  the  Epiftle 
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more  fublcribe  to  a  general  commendation  with- 
oat  taking  notice  of  fuch  exceptions  as  occur, 
than  I  can  admit  a  general  cenfure  which  appears 
to  be  ill  founded.  Impartialityy  therefore, 
obliges  me  to  obferve,  that  in  fome  paflages  the 
tranflator  does  not  feem  to  have  preferved  the 
fenfe  or  fpirit  of  the  original.  For  inftance, 
&ppho  fays. 


♦f 


"       ■  '  Omnique  a  parte  placebcm^ 

"  Bed  turn  praecipucj  cum  Jit  amoris  opus^ 

which  the  tranflator  renders  thus, 

^  In  all  I  pleas'd,  but  mofiinivhat  nvas  hefl\ 
^  And  the  lafi  joy  was  dearer  than  the  r^/?." 

Thefe  lines  do  not  appear  to  convey  the  mean- 
ing of  the  ordinal,  either  with  faithfuluefs  or 
elegance. 

The  firft  line  is  faulty  in  point  of  yerfifica- 
tion ;  and,  to  ufe  our  bard's  own  remarks^  ten 
low  words  creep  in  one  dull  line.  Add  to  this, 
that  the  fenfe  in  the  tranflation  is  equivocal ; 
for  non  confiat  what  was  beft.  This  may  either 
be  taken  in  a  ferious  or  ludicrojus  fenfe.  Whereas 
in  the  original  the  meaning  is  precife,  and  well 
afcertainc^  by  the  words  amoris  opus :  though 
it  miift  be  confefTed  that  the  expreffion  in  the 
Latin,  is  not  very  elegant  or  delicate. 

As  to  the  laft  line  it  is  wholly  redundant,  and 
has  no  place  in  the  original.     It  may  ]>t  addtd 

Ukcwife^ 
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UkewiTe,  that  there  Is  an  inaccuracy  In  the  t^^ 
of  the  'tt'ord  reft^  to  denote  frecedii^  y^f^ 


The  verfion  likcwife  c^  the  following  liii^4 
fccms  liable  to  cenfurei 

**  ^iig^^$  uhijam  amhmm  fuerat  cMfuJh  vc 

Plurimus  in  hjfo  csrp&re  languor  eratJ^ 


«i 


Which  are  thus  traiiflated» 

^*  Till  all  diffolviftg  in  the  trance  We  Iay» 
^*  And  in  tiimiiltuoas  raptures  dy*d  away.** 

Thefe  lines,  it  is  trae^  eonvey  all  that  is  warni 
in  the  original,  but  they  have  not  the  fame  ele- 
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•*  No  more  my  robes  in  waving  purple  iSow, 
**  Nor  on  my  hand  the  Iparkling  diamonds 

"  glow ; 
**  No  more  my  locks  in  ringlets  curlM  diffufe 
**  The  coftly  fweetnefs  of  Arabian  dews, 
"  Nor  braids  of  gold  the  varied  treffes  bind, 
"  That  fly  diforderM  with  the  wanton  wind.'* 

,    Neither  is  the  original  equal  to  the  verfion  in 
the  following  paflage  : 

"  Scribimus^  et  lachrymis  ocult  rorantur  ahortis : 
**  Afpiccy  quamftt  in  hoc  multa  litura  Iqcq^^ 

The  tranflator  fays, 

^  See,  while  I  write,  my  words  are  loft  in 

"  tears ! 
**  The  lefs  my  fenfe,  the  more  my  love  ap- 

"  pears/* 

The  fecond  line  in  the  Latin  is  flat  and  lan- 
guid, but  the  tranflator  has  improved  it  by  an 
elegant  turn  of  fentiment. 

It  may  be  faid  of  the  fucceeding  lines  like- 
wife,  that  they  greatly  excel  the  original,  though, 
by  the  bye,  it  muft  be  confeflTed,  that  they  are 
rather  a  paraphrafe,  than  a  tranflation  of  the 
Latin. 

^^  Tu  mibi  cura^  Phaon;  te /omnia  nojlra  rr- 
"  ducunt ; 
'*  Somnia  formofo  candidiora  die. 

L  '^Illic 
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**  lUic  tc  invenia^  quanquam  regionibus  ah/is ; 
"  Sed  mn  longa  fatu gaudiajhfmius  habit, ^^ 

Thefe  lines  are  thus  tranflated : 

*'  'Tis  thou  art  all  my  care  and  my  delight, 
^*  My  daily  longings  and  my  dream  by  night : 
*'  Oh  night  more  pleafmg  than  the  brighteft 

*'  day, 
*'  When  fancy  gives  what  abfence  takes  away, 
**  And|  drcfs'd  in  all  its  vifionary  charms, 
*'  Reftores  my  fair  defer ter  to  my  arms  !* 


|H 


There  is  fome thing  inexprefllbly  fond,  tender, 
and  poetical  in  thefe  plaintive  lines.  Indeed, 
the  whole  tranfiation  breathes  fuch  pafTionate 
and  pathetic  fentiments,  as  are  worthy  of  the 
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But  the  moft  pathetic  fubjedl  for  elegiac 
cpiftlc,  is  that  of  Ahelard  and  Eloifa^  who 
flouriflied  in  the  twelfth  century,  and  were  tw6 
of  the  moii  diftinguilhed  perfons  of  their  age* 

Abelard  was  reputed  the  moft  handfotne,  as 
well  as  liioft  learned  rhan  of  his  time.  An  old 
chronicle,  quoted  by  Andrew  dii  Chefne,  informs 
us,  thit  fcholars  flocked  to  his  ledures  from  all 
quarters  of  the  Latin  world  i  arid  his  coterhporaryj 
St  Bernard,  relates,  that  he  numbered  among 
his  difciples  ioiarty  principal  ecclefiaftics  and  car-^ 
dinals,  at  the  court  of  Rome.  Abelard  himfelf 
hoafts,  that  when  hfe  retired  into  the  cotiritry, 
)ic  was  followed  by  fuch.  immenfe  crowds  of 
fchdars,  that  neither  lodging  rioir  provifions 
were  to  be  had  fufficient  for  theni.  Being  em- 
broiled in  controverfyi  he  met  with  the  fate  of 
many  learned  men,  to  be  accufed  of  hcrefy ; 
for,  by  the  influence  and  authority  of  St.  Ber- 
nard, his  opinion  of  the  Triiiity  was  condemned, 
by  a  council  held  at  Sens,  1 140.  But  the  talents 
of  Abelard  were  not  confined  to  theology,  jurif- 
prudence,  philofophj,  and  the  thorny  paths  of 
fcholafticifm ;  for  he  gave  proofs  of  a  lively 
genius  by  many  poetical  perfdrmaiices. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  we  have  no  exad: 
pi&urc  of  Eloifa's  perfon.  Abelard  himfelf  fays^ 
that  (he  was,  ^^  facie  non  injima:^^  But  her  un- 
common learning  Is  confirmed  by  many  circum- 
fiances.  She  indifputably  underftood  the  Latin, 
Greek  ^nd  Hebrew  tongues  :  Her  literature,  as 
Abelard  tells  us,  "  made  her  the  moft  celebrated 

La  ••of 
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"  of  any  lady  in  the  kingdom/*     And  her  lite- 
rary merit  attached  him  to  her  more  powerfully* 

But  this  extraordinary  pair  were  for  nothing 
more  famous,  than  for  their  unfortunate  pafTion  ; 
and  tlieu'  diilrclTes  were  of  a  moft  fingular  and 
peculiar  kind.  After  a  long  ferics  of  calamitieSf 
they  retired  each  to  a  feveral  convent,  and  con- 
fee  rated  the  remainder  of  their  days  to  religion. 
It  was  many  years  after  this  feparation,  that  a 
letter  of  Abelard^s  to  a  friend*  which  contained 
tlic  hiftory  of  his  misfortunej  fell  into  the  hands 
of  £!oifa.  This  awakening  all  her  tendernefs, 
occafioned  thofe  celebrated  letters,  out  of  which 
the  following  poem,  which  prefents  fo  lively  a 
pklureof  the  ftruggle  of  grace  and  nature,  vir^ 
tuc  and  palTion,  is  partly  ex  traded* 
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Then  hinting  at  the  caufe  which  revived 
thcfe  tumultuous  ideas,  that  is,  Abelard's  letter, 
(he  determines  not  to  pronounce  that  dear  fatal 
name,  nor  yet  to  write  it.  But  the  manner  in 
which  flie  is  involuntarily  impelled,  is  beau* 
tifully  and  pathetically  defcribed  in  the  follow- 
ing broken  ftarts  of  paflion. 

**  0  write  it  not,  my  hand — the  name  appears 
**  Already  written — ^wafli  it^ut,  my  tears !" 

The  pi^re  (he  draws  of  the  Convent  is  finely 
painted,  and  her  own  defpondent  condition  in 
Aat  dreary  fcene  of  confinement,  is  defcribed 
in  the  nioft  moving  accents. 

^  Relentlefs  walls !     whofe  darkfome  round 

"  contains 
^  Repentant  fighs,  and  voluntary  pains : 
**  Yerugged  rocks,which  holy  knees  have  worn; 
**  Ye  grots  and  caverns  fhaggM  with  horrid 

"  thorn ! 
**  Shrines !  where  their  vigils  pale-eyM  vlr- 

"  gins  keep, 
"  And  pitying  faints,  whofe  ftatues  learn  to 

"  weep ! 
**Tho'   cold  like  you,   unmovM  and  filent 

"  grown, 
•*  I  have  not  yet  forgot  myfelf  to  ftone  */* 


•  The  learned   reader  will  probably  recoiled  that  this 
kiutiful  thought  is  borrowed  from  Milton,  in  his  II  Pm^ 

A^,  where,  in  his  invocation  to  Melancholy,  he  fays 

"  f wgct  thjfclf  to  marble." 

L3  Th€ 
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The  various  emotions  flie  feels  on  opening^ 
Abelard's  Letters,  and  on  meeting  with  her  own  J 
arc  feelingly  exprefled  ;  and  the  deplorable  fate 
of  thofe  reluftant  vi£lims>  who  are  deftined  to 
bid  adieu  to  the  world,  before  their  hearts  are 
weaned  from  the  profpeft  of  its  pleafures^    is 
ftrongly  imaged  in  the  following  plaintive  ex* 

clamation, 

f 

*'  Now  warm*  in  love,   now  with 'ring  in  my 

*^  bloom, 
*'  Loft  in  a  convent*s  folitary  gloom  !*' 

But  fuch  is  the  enthufiafm  of  her  love,  that 
notwithftanding  all  the  painful  fenfations  which 
the  perufal  of  Abelard*s  letters  occafions  her^ 
fhe  yet  defires  him  to  write.  *  * 
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**  They  live,  nhey  fpeak,  they  breathe  what 

"  Love  infpires, 
**  Warm  from  the  foul,  and   faithful  to  its 

"  fires, 
*'  The  virgin's  wifh  without  her  fears  impart, 
^  Excufe  the  blufh,  and  pour  out  all  the  heart, 
'*  Speed  the  foft  intercourfe  from  foul  to  foul, 
"  And  waftafigh  from  Indus  to  the  Pole.** 

From  thefe  beautiful  encomiums  on  the  plea- 
fures  of  epiftolary  intercourfe,  fhe  makes  a  na^ 
tural  tranfition,  and  expatiates  on  tlie  more  keen 
and  fenfible  delights  of  perfonal  communication; 
which  fhe  paints  with  all  the  warm  and  raptu- 
rous glow  of  the  mofl  amoroi^s  imagination. 

The  firft  dawn  of  her  paflion  is  not  only  art- 
fully introduced,  but  its  progrefs  traced  from 
principles  which  could  only  influence  one  of 
nice  fenfations  and  delicate  fentiments:  fhe 
defcribes  the  early  impreffion^  which  Abelard, 
her  comely  and  graceful  preceptor,  made  upon 
her  mind,  with  an  enthufiafm  which  is  exqiii- 
fitely  afFeding,  poetical  and  fublime. 

**  Thou  know'ft  how  guiltlefs  firft  I  met  thy* 

"  flame, 
"  WhenLove  approached  me  under  friendfhip*s 

"  name ; 
"  My  fancy  formM  thee  of  angelic  kind, 
"  Some  emanation  of  th'  all-beauteous  Mind. 
*'  Thofe  fmJHng  eyes,  attempering  ev'ry  ray, 
"  Shone  fweetly  lambent  with  celeflial  day. 

L  4  "  GuilUefe 
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**  Guiltlefs  I  gazM,  heav  a  liften'd  while  yon  J 

"  fung ; 
**  And  truths  divine  came  mended  from  tha% 

**  tongue.'* 

She  then  gives  a  loofe  to  the  vrantonoefs  of 
amorous  fancy,  and  avows  the  unreftrained  li-* 
cence  of  her  love,  in  the  moft  extravagant  and] 
paflionate  defcription. 

**  How  oft,  when  prefs'd  to  marriage,  hav<?J 

« I  faid, 
*^  Curfe  on  all  laws  but    thofe  whi,ch  Lov^J 

'*  has  made  ? 
**  Love^  free  as  air,  at  fight  of  human  ties, 
**  Spreads  his  light  wings,  and  in  a  moment 
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She  then  indulges  herfelf  in  the  recolleaion 
i^at  Abelard  and  fhe  were  once  in  this  happy 
ftate,  on  which  (he  expatiates  with  exquifite 
fondnefs  and  fenfibility  :  but  from  thefe  fcenes 
of  rapture,  her  mind  is  fuddenly  recalled,  and 
turned  to  the  horrid  change  which  her  lover's 
cruel  fate  has  induced. 

**  Alas  !  how  changM  !  what  fudden  hctrrors 

"rife! 
•*  A  naked  Lover  bound  and  bleeding  lies ! 
"  Where,  where  was  Eloife  ?  her  voice,  her 

"hand! 
**  Her  ponyard  had  opposM  the  dire  command. 
**  Barbarian,  ftay !  that  bloody  ftroke  reftrain ; 
^  The  crime  was  common,  common  be  the 
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It  is  impoflible  to  read  thefe  pathetic  lines, 
without  admiring  the  oblique  and  delicate  allu- 
fions  with  which  fhe  glances  at  the  nature  of 
her  lover's  deplorable  difafter.  The  lively 
emotions,  the  fudden  ftarts  of  paflion,  the 
broken  hints  which  rage  dictates,  and  fhame 
fupprcffes,  all  confpire  to  awaken  the  reader's 
fympathy,  and  to  place  the  horror  of  the 
fccne  alluded  to,  in  the  moft  affedling  point 
of  view. 

From  this  fcene  of  woe,  her  recolledlion  is 
W  to  another  fcarce  lefs  difmal :  And,  in  the 
mod  moving  drain  of  lamentation,  fhe  reminds 
Abelard  of  the  facrifice  they  made  at  the  foot  of 

the 
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the  altar;  and  of  the  dreadful  omens   whic^^ 
attended  the  celebration  of  thofe  awful  rites. 


"  Canft  thou  forget  that  fad,  that  folemn  day, 
"  When  viclims  at  yon  altar*sfoot  we  lay? 
*'  Canft  thou  forget  what  tears  that  momenCS 

''  fell, 
"  When,  warm  in  youth,  I  bade  the  world 

"  farewell  ? 
"  As  with  6V?A/lips  I  kifsM  the  facred  veil, 
**"  The  flirines  all  trembled^  and  the  lamps^mcr- 

*^  paler 

In  the  two  Lift  lines  particularly,  there  isfcarce 
a  fingle  cnithet  which  is  not  happily  appropriated,, 
and  lias  not  a  peculiar  beauty  and  force.     Her 
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f^^et  then,  to  thofe  dread  altars  as  I  drew, 
^^  Not  on  the  Cro/s  my  eye^  were  fix'd,  but 
''you:' 

Her  paffion  then   fwelliog  in  2^  full  tide  of 
!    amorous  tranfport,  breaks  forth  in  the  following 
iapturous  invocations. 

"  Come !  with  thy  looks,  thy  words,  relieve 

"  my  woe ; 
^  Thoic /ill  at  leaft  are  left  thee  to  beftow ; 
**  Still  on  that  breaft  enamour^  let  me  lie, 
"  Still  drink  delicious  poifon  from  thy  eye, 
"  Pant  on  thy  lip,  and  to  thy  heart  be  prefs'd  ; 
"Give  all  thou  canft — and.  let  me  dream  the 
:    *'reft.'' 


Perhaps  the  excefs  of  amorous  fondnefs  never 

yras  expreffed  with  a  greater  degree  of  feniibi- 

lity  and  delicacy.      With  what  paffionate  regret 

and  defpair,  yet  with  what  becoming  modefly, 

fhe  repeatedly  hints  at  her  lover's  irreparable 

misfortune. 

Having  exhaufled  every  fource  of  fond  fen- 
timent  in  this  violent  guft  of  amorous  paffion, 
£he  is  naturally  recalled  to  a  fenfe  of  her  prefent 
condition,  and,  by  a  beautiful  tranfition,  fud- 
denly  checks  the  extravagance  of  her  raptures. 

**  Ah  no !  inftrud:  me  other  joys  to  prize, 
**  With  other  beauties  chanh  my  partial  eyes, 
**  Full  in  my  view  fet  all  the  bright  abode, 
"  And  make  my  foul  quit  Abelard  for  God." 
^  This 
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This  devout  caft  of  mind,  turns  her  though^i 
towards  monaftic  objedks  :    and  rccolkdking  thatT 
her  Abclard  was  tlie  founder  of  the  monafterj'i 
i}\c  intrcats  him  at  leaft  to  vilit  his  flock.     This 
circumllaiKC  of  his  being  the  founder  of  the 
)nonartery,  iiffords  room  for  fome  very  juft  and 
pathetic  rcllc(!:T:ions,  in  which  fuch  donations  as 
arc  extorted   by   prieftly  artifice,  and   benefac- 
tions bccjucathcd  through  fear,  to  avert  the  juftice 
of  offended  heaven,  are  keenly  fatirized  in  the 
following  beautiful  lines,  of  which  the  fecond 
prcfents  tlic  moil  lively  and  poetical  imagery. 

"  No  weeping  orphan  faw  his  father's  ftores 
*'  Ourjhrincs  irradiate^  or  emblaze  the  floors  ; 
"  No  filver  laints,  by  dying  mifers  giv'n. 
Here  bribed  the  rage  of  ill  requited  heav'n : 
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"  In  thefe  lone  Vails  (their  days  eternal  bound) 
"  The  niofs^^ronvn  domes  with  fpiry  turrets 

"  crown'd, 
"  Where  awful  arches  make  a  noon-day  nighty 
"And  the  dim  windows  fhed  B,/olemn  light, 
"  Thy  eyes  difFusM  a  reconciling  ray.'* 

She  then  laments  in  the  moft  plaintive  flrains, 
that  his  prefence  being  wanting  to  brighten  this 
gloomy  fcene,  every  object  wears  a  mournful 
afpcd,  and  that  fhe  is  wholly  unfufceptible  of 
the  few  penfive  pleafures,  which  are  calculated 
to  footh  the  mind  of  a  reclufe. 

"  The  dafkfome  pines  that  o'er  yon  rocks  re- 

"  clin'd 
"  Wave  high,  and  murmur  to  the  hollonv  wind, 
"  The  wand'ring  ilreams  that  fliine  between 

*'  the  hills, 
"  The  grots  that  echo  to  the  tinkling  rills, 
"  The  dying  gales  thdiipant  upon  the  trees, 
"  The  lakes  that  quiver  to  the  curling  breeze ; 
"  No  more  thefe  fcenes  my  meditation  aid, 
"  Or  lull  to  reft  the  vifionary  maid." 

Nothing  can  be  more  delightfully  pidurefquq 
than  this  defcriptign  :  there  is  no  reading  it 
^thout  being,  in  fome  degree,  difpofed  to  relifh 
thefe  folitary  and  contemplative  enjoyments. 

But  this  folemn  fcene  of  penfive  pleafing  me- 
ditation, is  fuddenly  contrafted  by  a  moft  beau* 
tiftil  and   ftriking   perfonification  of  Mel  an* 
CHOLY,  whofe  baneful  influence  and  efFeA  is 
4  fo 
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fo  affedingly  defcribed^  that  a  reader  of  any. 
fenfibility  feels  a  gloom  gradually  diffufe  itfetf 
over  his  mind, 


CI 
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But  o*er  the  twilight  groves  and  duTky  GavesJ 
Long-founding  iflesjand  inter^nijigled  graves; 
Black  Melancholy  ft ts^  and  round  hei 

^'  tbroius 
A  death-like  filence,  and  a  dread  repofe : 
Her  gloomy  prefence  faddenS  all  the  fcene. 
Shades   evVy    flow'r,    and    darkens    ev*ry 

*'  green, 
Deepens  the  murmur  of  the  falling  Hoodst 
And  breathes    a    bro^wner   horror    on   the 

"  woods/* 


It  is  candidly  and  juftly  obferved  by  the  effayift. 
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•*  A  death-like  filence,  and  a  dread  repofe,'* 

It  b  furely  lowering  the  idea  greatly,  to  add, 
in  the  very  next  line,  that — 

**  Her  gloomy  prefence  faddcns  all  the  fcene." 

Having  painted  this  fcene  of  horror,  Eloifk 
very  naturally  laments  that  (he  is  doomed  toftay 
there  for  ever,  and  that  death  alone  can  releafe 
her:  nay,  that  even  after  death,  her  remains 
maft  abide  there. 

^And  here,  ev'n  then,  Ihall  my  cold  duft 

remain, 
"  Here  all  its  frailties,  all  its  flames  refign, 
**  And  nvait  till  ^t  is  no  Jin  to  7?iix  ivitb  thine.^^ 

I  have  ofteri  wondered  how  this  laft  line 
could  fteal  into  this  excellent  poem,  which  is  fo 
remarkable  for  harmonious  verlification.  Though 
there  is  a  pathos  and  delicacy  oifentimeiit  con- 
veyed in  this  line,  yet  there  is  nothing  like 
poetry  in  it.  It  is,  in  truth,  ablblutely  flat  and 
pro&ic :  but  it  is,  perhaps,  the  only  bad  verfe 
in  die  whole  poem. 

The  idea  of  mingling  her  afties  with  Abelard^ 
raifes  a  tumult  of  contiidling  paflions,  which 
divide  and  diftrad  her  foul :  One  while  Ihc 
breathes  all  the  devotion  of  a  veftal ;  then  again 
fte  giyes  a  loofc  to'  all  the  fondncfs  of  a  wo-^ 
man. 

••  Ah 


^  There  is  great  beauty  in  tli 

non,    refpeding  the   oppofite 

prayer,   which  are  very  nice] 

and  Ihe  continues  to  recount  d 

dons  by  which  fhe  is  alternate! 

2  I  ought  to  grieve,  but  canno 
«•  I  mourn  the  lover,  not  lame 


*    *     *    *    # 


"  Now  turn'd  to  heav*n,  I  weep 
"Now  think  of  thee,  and  c 
"  cence." 

Confcious  of  the  diiBculty  of  . 
various  perturbations,  fhe  thus  e; 

"  Ere  fuch  a  foul  regains  its  pa 
How  often  muft  it  love,  how 
How  often  hope,  defpair,  refe 
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In  this  fit  of  enthiifiafm,  fhe  calls  on  Abelard 
to  aid  her  devotion. 

**  Oh  come !  oh  teach  me  nature  to  fubdue, 
'*  Renounce  my  love,  my  lift,  myfelf— and 

"  you. 
"  Fill  my  fond  heart  with  God  alone,  for  he 
"  Alone  can  rival,  can  fucceed  to  thee.'* 

This  glowing  fpirit  of  devout  zeal,  likewife 
reminds  her  of  the  diflFerent  lot  of  the  blamelefs 
fdfad,  whofe  fpotlefs  mind  is  not  agitated  by 
the  pafiionate  perturbations  of  guilt.  She  de- 
foibes  the  equanimity,  the  compofure,  the  pure 
and  tranquil  delights  which  fuch  an  one  enjoys, 
in  a  ftrain  which  is  poetical,  even  to  enchant- 
ment. 

"  Grace  fhines  around  her  with  fereneftbeamS) 
•*  And  whifp'ring  Angels  prompt  her  golden 

"  dreams. 
**  For  her  th'  unfading  rofe  of  Eden  blooms, 
**And  wings  of  Seraphs  Ihed  divine  per- 

**  fumes, 
*'  For  her  the  Spoufe  prepares  the  bridal  ring, 
"  For  her  white  virgins  Hymenaeals  fing, 
**  To  founds  of  heav'nly  harps  (he  dies  away, 
*•  And  melts  in  vifions  of  eternal  day."   . 

This  pure  feraphic  blifs,  which  none  but  an 
immaculate  veftal  can  tafte,  is  finely  contrafted 
bf  the  following  fudden  tranfition,  which  de- 
knb€S  her  own  criminal  and  perturbate  flate. 

M  •*  Far 
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**  Far  other  dreams  my  erring  foul  employi 
*'  Far  other  raptures  of  unholy  joy : 
*'  When  at  the  clofe  of  each  fad,  forrowingday^ 
*^  Fancy  reftores  what  Vengeance  fnatclii'd  away, 
**  Then  confcience  fleeps^  and  leavmg  nature 

"  free, 
**  All  my  loofc  foul  unbounded  fprings  to  thee," 

Here  again  flie  obliquely  and  modeftly  hinUi 
at  her  lover's  misfortune,  which  feems,  as  it. 
were,  to  encreafe  the  eageniefs  of  her  paflk>nf  - 
which  is  ftill  more  forcibly  expreffed  in  the  fol-  I 
lowing  lines.  I 

**  Oh  curll,  dear  horrors  of  all-confcious  night  \ 
**  How  glowing  guilt  exalts  the  keen  delight ! 
**  Provoking  Daemons  all  reftraint  remove. 
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^*  Srill  as  the  fea,  ere  winds  were  taught  to  blow^ 
*'  Or  moving  fpirit  bade  the  waters  flow ; 
"  Soft  as  the  flumbers  of  a  faint  forgiv'n, 
*'And  mild  as  opening  gleams  of  promised 
"  heaven.'* 

Thefe  admirable  lines  breathe  fuch  a  recon- 
ciling fpirit  of  compofure,  attempered  with  mild 
dcvotioh,  as  gradually  prepare  her  to  fink  into 
a  correfponding  habit  of  mind.  Her  emotions 
appear  lefs  violent.  She  calmly  calls  upon  her 
Abclard,  atid  once  more  chaftely  glancing  at  his 
lamentlble  fate,  fhe  upbraids  herfelf  for  indulg- 
ing the  idea  of  a  fruitlefs  unavailing  fondnefs,  ia 
thcfoilowing  beautiful  breaks  of  declining  paflion* 

**  Come,  Abelard  !  for  what  haft  thou  to  dread  ? 
**  The  torth  of  Venus  burns  not  for  the  dead. 
"  Nature  ftdnds  check'd  ;  Religion  difapproves ; 
**  Ev'n  thou  art  cold— —yet  Elo'ifa  loves/' 

Still,  however,  (he  complains  tenderly,  though 
not  fo  paflionatcly,  that  her  lover's  iriiage  fteals 
l^ctween  her  add  her  devotion :  and  particu- 
Wly  that  Ihe  fondly  recoUefts  the  enchant- 
mrtt  of  his  "uoice^  which,  it  feems,  was  one  of 
Abdard*s  peculiar  excellencies. 

'*  Thy  Voice  I  feem  in  evVy  hymn  to  hear, 
"  With  ev*/y  bead  I  drop  too  foft  a  tear.'' 

Then  follows  a  nobk  and  fublime  defcription 
<rffome  of  the  circuihftances  attending  the  cele- 
l>ratioa  of  high  mafs. 

Ma  ''  When 
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*^  When  from  the  cenfer  clouds  of  fragraot^^ 

''  roU, 
**  And  fwelling  organs  lift  the  rifing  foul» 
*^  One  thought  of  thee  puts  aU  the  pomp  to^ 

"flight, 
"  Priefls,  tapers,   temples,  fwim  before  my 

''  fight  : 
**  Infcas  of  flame  my  plunging  foul  isdrown'd, 
"  While  Altars  blaze,    and   Angels   tremble 

**  round'*," 

She  then  difpofes  herfelf  to  pious  refignationi 
and  by  a  fond  menace^  indireSiljf  warns  her  lover, 
no  longer  to  in  terrene  between  her  and  the 
dawning  grace  which  is  juft  opening  on  her 
foul. 
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**  Gome,  with  one  glance  of  thofe  deluding 

"  eyes 
"  Blot  out  each  bright  Idea  of  the  fkies ; 
"  Take  back  that  grace,  thofe  forrows,  and 

"  thofe  tears ; 
**  Take  back  my  fruitlefs  penitence  and  pray'rs; 
**  Snatch  me,  juft  mounting,  from  the  bleft 

**  abode*; 
"Affift  the   fiends,  and  tear  me  from  my 

•*God*r^' 

In  the  next  lines  (he  direSily  commands  him 
to  fly  from  her,  and  bids  adieu  to  his  memory. 

*'  No,  fly  me,  fly  me,  far  as  Pole  from  Pole ; 
"  Rife  Alps  between  lis !  and  whole  oceans 

**  roll ! 
**  Ah  !  come  not^  write  not,  think  not  once  of 

**me, 
"Nor  fhare  one  pang  of  all  I  felt  for  thee ! 


*  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the  eiTayift  has  totally  mif- 
JJkfnthe  poet's  meaning  in  the  foregoing  h'ncs,  from  whence 
ke  fuppofes  that  Eloifa  acknowledges  the  weaknefs  of  her 
Jdigioiu  efforts,  and  gives  herfc-lf  up  to  the  prevalence  of 

krpaffions.     Far  otherwife It  is  fcarce  to  be  prefumed, 

tbt  in  this  dtJininz  ftage  of  her  paflion,  (he  (hould  fo  defpe* 

ntely  abandon  herfelf  as  ferioufly  to  call  on  Abelard  to  alCft 

tbc  Fiends,  and  tear  her  from  her  God.     On  the  contrary, 

Aeddcribes  grace  dawning  on  her  foul,  and  defies  her  lover, 

donning  as  he  is,  to  interrupt  the   progrefs  of  her  riftng 

Jevorion  :  The  whole  paflTage  is  penned  in  a  ftile  of  indireS 

Benace^  not  of  abfolute  defpair.     Come  If  thou  dar^Jl^  figni- 

61,  come,  if  thou  be'ft  fo  abandoned  ; — and  the  infinuation 

of  xlie  whole  is,  that  if  Abelard  fhould  be  fo  wicked  to  alEft  the 

ficttdf,  Ibe  was  loft,  notwithfhmding  this  temporary  canquejl^ 

M  3  *•  Thy 
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"  Thy  oaths  I  quit,  thy  memory  refign  j 
*«  Forget,  renounce  me,    hate  whatever  was 
I'  mine,'* 

She  then  welcomes  grace  and  virtue,  in  a 
ft  rain  of  devout  enthufiafm,  which  is  beauti-? 
fully  poeticaL 

^*  Oh  Grace  ferene  !  oh  virtue  hcav'nly  fair ! 
f*  Divine  oblivion  of  low-thoughted  care  ! 
**  Frefli  blooming  hopci  gay  daughter  of  the 

''  fky  ! 
^*  And  Faith,  our  early  immortality  !  ^ 

^*  Enter,  each  mild,  each  amicable  gueft ;       ^ 
**  Receive,  and  wrap  me,  in  eternal  reft !" 

The  poet  fliews  great  fkill  and  addrefs  in  thus 
making  the  violence  of  her  paffion  fubfidc,  and 
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"Once  like  thyfelf,  I  trembled,  wept,  and 

"  prayM ;' 
**  Lovers  vidtim  then,  tho'  now  a  fainted  maid  : 
"  But  all  is  calm  in  this  eternal  fleep ; 
"Here  grief  forgets  to  groan,  and  love  to 

**  weep, 
"  Ev'n  Superftition  lofes  every  fear : 
"For  God,  not  man,   abfolves  our  frailties 

^^hereV* 

This  is  beyond  all  encomium  in  a  poem  where 
every  line  obliges  us  to  pay  .our  warmeft  tribute 
of  applaufe. 

At  the  fancied  call  of  this  aerial  fympathetic 
fiftcr,  Eloifa  ftarts  in  a  kind  of  religious  rapture, 
and  feems  eagerly  to  haften  towards  this  fccne 
of  pure  and  everlafting  blifs,  which  is  fo  poeti- 
cally piftured. 

"  I  come,  I  come  !  prepare  your  rofeate  bow'rs, 
"  Celeftial  palms,  and  ever-blooming  flowVs. 
"  Thither,  wherejinners  may  have  reft,  I  go, 
"Where  Jlames   refrCd  in    breafts    feraphic 
''  glow.^* 

She  then  calls  on  Abelard,  to  perform  the  laft 
^ces,  and  fmooth  her  paflage  to  thefe  bright 
abodes.     There  is  fomething  inexpreffibly  mov- 

•  The  two  laft  lines  afFord  a  ftriking  inftancc,  that  a 
pan  of  ftrong  fenfc  and  found  judgment,  cannot  be  a  bigot . 
^(f^riligUn:  not  even  in /Atf/ which  has  bigotry  for  ita. 
principle. 

M  ^  injf 
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ing  in   the  laft  marks  of  her  expiring  foad- 
iieis 

*'  See  my  lips  tremble,  and  my  eye-balls  roll, 
*^  Suck  mj  laft  breath,  and  catch  my  flying  foul  I" 

But  fuddenly  recoUefting  herfelf,  flie  wifhei 
him  to  attend  her  in  a  charader  lefs  paflicnate, 
and  rather  to  perform  the  duties  of  his  holy 
iiin£tion,  in  her  dying  moments. 

**  Ah  no —  ill  facred  veflments  may'ft  thou 

"  ftand, 
"  The  hallow'd  taper  trembling  in  thy  hand, 
**  Prefent  the  Crofs  before  my  li/fed  eye, 
**  Teach  me  at  once,  and  learn  of  me  to  die/* 

Then  in  a  fudden  and  mod  pathedcfc  tranfi- 
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**  In  trance  extatic  may  thy  pangs  be  drown'd» 
**  Bright  clouds  defcend,  and  Angels  watch  thee 

**  round, 
"From  op'ning  fkies  may  ftreaming  glories 

**  fliine, 
^  And  Saints  embrace  thee  with  a  love  like 
"  mine.'* 


She  laftly  wiflies  *  that  they  may  be  buried  in 
one  grave ;  and  prefuming  that  two  wandering 
lovers  may,  ages  hence,  chance  to  gaze  on  their 
tomb  in  the  Paraclete ;  fhe  fuppofes,  that,  touched 
with  mutual  pity,  they  may  make  the  following 
tender  exclamation : 

**  Oh  may  we  never  love  as  thefe  have  lov'd  !'* 

To  carry  the  circumflance  of  commiferation 
fiill  higher,  fhe  imagines,  that  even  a  cafual 
glance  at  their  tomb,  will  afFedt  the  beholders 
with  fuch  involuntary  pity,  as  even  to  check 
their  fervour  in  the  a^  of  devotion. 

^*  From  the  full  choir  when  loud  Hofannat 

"  rife, 
"  And  fwell  the  pomp  of  dreadful  facrifice, 
"  Amid  that  fcene  if  fome  relenting  eye 
**  Glance  on  the  ftone  where  our  cold  relicks 

"Ue, 

^  •  This  wifti  was  fulfilled.     The  body  of  Abelard,  who 
died  twentv  years  before  Eloifa,  was  fent  to.bcr,  and  inter-' 
^  in  the  Monafiery  of  the  Paraclete. 

«•  Dcvo- 
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"  Devotion's  felf  fliall  ileal  a  thought  from 

**  heav'n, 
"  One  human  tear  fhall  drop,  and  be  for- 

Nothing  can  be  more  finely  imagined  than 
thefe  lines,  nor  more  expreffive  of  the  tender 
fympathy  which  muft  be  excited  in  every  feel- 
ing breaft  on  recollefting  the  deplorable  fate  of 
this  unhappy  pair  'f. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  is  not,  perhaps,  too  much 
to  fay,  that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  language 
to  defer ibe  the  various  tumults  of  confli^ng 
pafllons  with  greater  energy  and  pathos  ;  the 
oppiMitc  fentimentSj  which  agitate  the  foul  of 
Eloifa,  are  marked  by  fucli  natural  and  maderly 
tranfitions,  that  the  mind  of  the  reader  is  irre- 
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The  poet,  in  this  cpiftle,  difplay«  an  accurate 

I'Qowledge  of  human  nature.     JHe  appears  to 

have  been  thoroughly  acquainted  with  t'  e  fecret 

TOrkings  of  the  heart,  and  the  force  and  influ-? 

cnce  of  the  various  emotions  which  contending 

paffions  produce  *• 

Neverthelefs,  with  all  it*s  poetical  merit,  it  is 
much  to  be  feared  that  it  has  done  no  fervice  to  the 
caufe  of  virtue  ;  which  it  certainly  never  was  the 
worthy  poet's  intention  to  injure.  Though,  taken 
all  together,  the  piece  conveys  a  moft  excellent 
moral,  by  {hewing  the  lamentable  diftrefs  which 
attends  the  indulgence  of  fenfual  appetite,  and 
that  religion  alone  has  power  to  aflTuage  and 
compofe  the  perturbation  it  creates ;  yet,  at 
the  lame  time  it  is  to  be  apprehended,  that 
the  exquMile  painting  and  animating  defcrip- 
tions  of  licentious  paflion,  which  abound  in 
detached  parts  of  this  epiftle,  have  too  fre- 
quently made  fatal  impreflions  on  perfons  of 
warm  temperament,  and  of  light  refledlion. 
The  glowing  lines  which  exprefs  the  extrava- 


*  Our  poet,  with  all  his  genius,  had  never  yet  been  able 
to  give  that  fupreme  perfeflion  to  the  ftrains  of  this  poem^ 
bad  he  not  been  early  converfant  amongft  the  books  in  his 
mother's  clofet,  with  thofe  trads  of  myftical  devotion  which 
fo  much  charm   the  female  mind  when  religion  turns  its 
ftrongcft  paffion  upon  love  celeJliaU     And  there  being  but  one 
way  of  expreffing  rapturous  emotions,  whether  the  objefl: 
be  earthly  or  heavenly}  the  imagination,  which  only  is  em- 
ployed in  thefe  meditations,  foars  on  the  wings  of  poetry. 
So  that  our  young  poet  could  not  but  be  much  taken  with 
^^  kind  of  reading  :    And,  in  faft,  the  beft  of  the  myftic 
?fiters  had  a  place  ij>  his  library  amongft  the  bards. 

^aqce 
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gance  of  Eloifa*s  fondnefs ^  her  contempt  of  con-- 
nubial  ties,  and  the  unbounded  freedom  of  hei^ 
attachment,  have  been  often  repeated  with  toc^ 
much  fuccefs  by  artful  libertines  to'forward  th^ 
purpofcs  of  fedudiion,  and  have  as  often,  per* 
haps,  been  remembered  by  the  deluded  fair,  and 
deemed  a  fandion  for  iliicit  deviations  from  the 
paths  of  virtue. 

Soon  after  this  celebrated  epiftle,  Mr.  Pope 
wrote  his  Temple  of  Famey  which,  agreeably  to 
his  u(val  pradicc,  he  kept  in  his  ftudy  for  two 
years  before  it  was  publiflied. 

Nor  did  he  then  venture  to  make  it  pubUc, 
till  it  had  received  the  approbation  of  two  criti- 
cal judges,  Mr.  Steele  and  Mr*  Addifon,  being, 
as  he  fays  himfelf,  afraid  of  nothing  fo  much 


M 
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"  Now  I  talk  of  Fame,  I  fend  you  my  Temple 
"  ofFame^  which  is  juft  come  out :  but  my  fen- 
"  dments  about  it  you  will  fee  better  by  this 

epigram. 

**  What*s  Fame  with  men,  by  cuftom  of  the 

**  nation 
•*  Is  caird  in  women  only  reputation, 
•  About  them  both,  why  keep  wc  fuch  a 

"pother? 
'*  Part  you  with  one,  and  Pll  renounce  the 

"  other.'* 


This  piece  is  taken  from  Chaucer's  Houfe  of 
Fame.  The  defign,  however,  is  in  a  manner 
entirely  altered,  the  defcriptions  and  moft  of  the 
(Articular  thoughts  being  Mr.  Pope's;  yet  he 
was  too  candid  to  fuffer  it  to  be  printed  without 
making  due  acknowledgment.  The  reader 
who  would  compare  it  with  Chaucer,  muft  begin 
with  his  third  book  of  Fame,  there  being  no- 
thing in  the  two  firft  books  that  anfwers  to  their 
title.  Though  this  poem  is  by  no  means  the  moft 
intcrcfting  of  Mr.  Pope's  works,  nor  of  the 
moft  harmonious  verfification,  yet  there  are 
fcveral  pafTages  in  it  highly  beautiful,  both  with 
itfped  to  fentiment  and  poetry. 

His  defcription  of  the  centre  of  the  Temple  ig 
finely  imagined.  Six  pompous  columns  arc 
rcprcfented  afpiring  above  the  reft  around  the 
flirine  of  Fame,  on  which  are  placed  the  greateft 
names  in  learning  of  all  antiquity.  Thefe  are 
dcfcribcd  in  attitudes  expreflive  of  their  difFe- 

rcat 
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rent  charaftersj  and  the  columns  on  which  tlic^j 
are  raifed>  are  adorned  with  fq^lptureSi  takr-^^ 
from  the  moft  flxiking  fubje€ls  of  their  works  4 
which  fculpttire,  in  its  manner  and  charafter>5 
bears  a  rcfemblance  to  the  manner  and  chara^ei^] 
of  their  writings*  | 

Among  thefe  literary  chiefs,  Homer  Hands 
eminently  dUUnguiihed^  and  itis'obferyable  that 
tour  Poet  never  fpeaks  of  him  but  with  a  kind 
of  grateful  enthufiafm* 

*^  High  on  the  firft,  the  mighty  Homer  fhoECJ  ' 

*'  Eternal  adamant  compos'd  his  throne  | 

*'  Father  of  verfe  !  in  holy  fillets  dreft, 

*^  His  iilver  beard  wav*d  gently  o*er  his  breafl| 

**  Tho'  blind>a  boldnefs  in  his  look  appears ; 
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*'  Finifh'd  the  whole,  and  laboured  ev'rjr  part, 
"  With  patient  touches  of  unweary^d  art : 
**  The  Mantuan  there  in  fober  triumph  fate, 
^^  Compos'd  his  poflure,  and  his  looks  fedatc ; 
"  On  Homer  ftill  he  fix'd  a  rev'rend  eye, 
"  Great  without  pride,  in  modeft  majefty/* 

Pindar,  Horace,  Ariftotle  and  Tully  arc  like- 
wife  finely  charad:erized.  But  the  beauty  of 
defcription  is  the  leaft  merit  of  this  little  jnece  ; 
it  contains  a  great  deal  of  good  fenfe  and  poig« 
nant  fatire :  Particularly  in  that  part  where  the 
feveral  fuppliants  prefer  their  petitions  to  the 
goddefs.  Having  firft  introduced  the  learned, 
then  the  good  and  juft,  &c.  the  warlike  fcourges 
of  mankind  next  advance,  and  are  treated  with 
a  juft  contempt. 

"  A  troop  came  next,  who  crowns  and  armour 

**  wore, 
"  And  proud  defiance  in  their  looks  they  bore: 
**For  thee   (they  cry'd)  amidft   alarms   and 

"  ftrife, 
''  We  laird  in  tempefts  down  the  ftrcam  of 

"  life  ; 
**For  thee  whole  nations  fill'd  with  flaiftcs  and 

"  blood, 
"  And  fwam  to  empire  thro'  the  purple  flofxl. 
**ThofeiUs  we  dar'd,  thy  infpiration  own, 
"What   virtue    feem'd,    was  done   for  thcr 

**  alone. 
"Ambitious    fools!    (the  Queen  reply 'd, 

'*  and  frown'd) 
*'  Be  all  your  ads  in  dark  oblivion  drowr/d  ; 
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*'  There  Deep  forgot,  with  mighty  tyrants  gonc« 
*'  Your  ftatues  moulder 'd,    and  your  nameai 

**  unknown  ! 
**  A  fudden  cloud  ftraight  fnatch'd  them  fronu 

**  my  fight y 
**  And  each  majelHc  phantom  fimk  in  night." 

By  way  of  contraft  to  thefe,  the  plain  men 
of  modeft  worth  fucceed*  and  their  merit  is 
placed  in  fo  amiable  a  light»  that  it  is  impoffible^ 
not  to  be  in  love  with  their  chara&er.  ^M 


"  Then  came  the  fmalleft  tribe  I  yet  had  feen  ;. 
**  Plain  was  their  drefs,  and  modeft  was  their 


mien* 


*'  Great  idol  of  mankind  !    we  neither  claim 
"  The  praife  of  merit,  nor  afpire  to  Fame ! 
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•*  Rife !    Mufes,  rife !    add  all  your  tuneful 

"  breath, 
**  Thefe  muft  not  fleep  in  darknefs  and  in  death. 
"  She  faid :  in  air  the  tuembling  mufic  floats, 
*'  And  on  the  winds  triumphant  fwell  the  notes; 
•'  So  foft,  tho'  high,  fo  loud,  and  yet  fo  clear, 
"  Ev  n  lift'ning  Angels  lean  d  from  heav  n  to 
•       **  he^/' 

It  is  hard  to  fay  which  is  moft  tcf  be  admired, 
the  good  fenfe,  or  pleafmg  harmony  of  thefe 
lines.  Of  which  the  laft  in  particular  is  highly 
poetical,  and  prefents  the  moll  ftriking  and 
agreeable  image. 

The  laft  of  the  train  of  fuppliants  are  ftig- 
matized  with  that  juft  and  noble  indignation, 
which  every  honcft  and  generous'  mind  bears 
againft  the  profeflbrs  of  Machia^uelian  policy. 

•*  Laft,  thofe  who  boaft  of  mighty  mifcbiefs 

"  done, 
"  Enflave  their  country,  or  ufurp  a  throne ; 
"  Or  who  their  glory's  dire  foundation  laid 
"  On  fovereigns  ruinM,  or  on  friends  betrayed; 
**  Calm,    thinking  villains,   whom  no  faith 

**  could  fix, 
"  Of  crooked  counfels  and  dark  politics.'* 

From  the  Temple  of  Fame,  the  fcene  changes 

to  that  of  rumour,  of  which  the  defcription  is 

beautifully  pidturefque.    The  efFedls  arifing  from 

the  various  founds  are  illuftrated  by  a  fimile  fo 

happily  imagined,  and  exprefled  in  fuch  melo- 

N  dious 
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dious  verfification>  that  no  reader  of  taflc  win 
be  tired  with  the  length  of  it* 


A.S  on  the  fmooth  expanfe  of  ciyftal  lakes  ^' 
The  finking  ftone  at  firft  a  circle  makes ; 
The    tixmbling    furface    by    the    motioa 

"  flirrM, 
Spreads  in  a  fecond  circle,  then  a  third  ;   • 
WidCt  and  more  wide,    the  floating  rings 

"  advance. 
Fill  all  the  watery  plain,  and  to  the  margiof 

*'  dance  ; 
Thus   ev'ry    voice  and  founds  when   firft 

**  they  break, 
On  neighboring  air  a  foft  imprcffion  make; 
Another  ambient  circle  then  they  move ; 
That,  in  its  turn,  impells  the  next  above  j 
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by  liis  early  bent  to  poetry,  to  perform  them 
rather  in  verfe  than  profe. 

Of  thefe  the  moft  obfervable  is  the  tranflation 
of  the  firft  book  of  the  Thebais  of  StatiuB^ 
which  Yiras  done  when  the  author  was  but  four- 
teen, and  affords  nothing  very  ftriking.  Indeed 
the  fubjeS  feems  to  have  been  ill  chofen :  it  is 
one  of  thofe  which  become  more  difagreeable, 
the  better  they  are  executed:  being  calculated 
rather  to  infpire  horror,  than  pity  ;  and  what- 
ever excites  horror,  (hould  he  banifhed  from 
poetry.  There  is  no  reading  the  execl-ation  of 
Oedipus  againft  his  children,  nor  many  other 
parts  of  this  piece,  without  fhuddering  with 
horror.  Indeed  Statins,  as  Pope  obferves, 
though  one  of  the  beft  verfifiers,  next  to  Vir- 
gil, was  none  of  the  difcreteft  poets,  and  our 
author  has  pointed  out  feveral  grofs  faults  in 
compofition,  which,  even  at  this  early  age,  did 
aotefcape  the  corredinefs  of  his  judgment. 

The  Imitations  likewife,  were  fome  of  them  done 
fo  early  as  at  the  age  of  fourteen  or  fifteen,  but 
having  got  into  mifcellanies,  they  were  added  to 
complete  this  juvenile  volume. 

Neverthelefs,  fome  of  thefe  loofer  compofitions 
It  is  to  be  feared  have  more  admirers  than  his 
graver  pieces,  being  adapted  to  entertain  the 
Wd  of  readers,  whofe  ideas  feldom  extend 
^^tra  Cingulum. 

Our  author,  before  the  publication  of  his 
^cmple  of  Fame,  had  made  d  confiderable  pro- 
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grefs  in  his  tranflation  of  Homer's  .Iliad,  i 
may  be  coUe&ed  from  a  pafiage  in  the  lett< 
above  taken  notice  of  to  the  Lady  whom  1 
prefented  with  his  Temple  of  Fame. 

He  had  once  formed  a  defign  of  giving  a  taf 
of  all  the  celebrated  Greek  poets,  by  tradflatii] 
one  of  the  beft  fliort  pieces  from  each  of  dien 
which  he  would  have  executed,  had  he  not  ei 
gaged  in  this  tranflation;  and  he  has  oftc 
ingenuoufly  confefled  that  he  undertook  th 
work,  which  was  fo  much  more  laborious,  -folel 
with  a  view  to  profit,  being  then  fo  deftitute  i 
money,  that  he  had  not  fufficient  to  purchafed 
books  he  had  occafion  for.  Lord  Oxford  it  feen 
always'  difcouraged  this  undertaking,  and  ufi 
to  compliment  our  author,  by  faying  that 
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folved  on  the  attempt,  which  he  began  about  the 
age  of  twenty-five,  than  he.profecuted  it  with 
great  ardour  and  affiduity. 

He  yi2is  fo  anxious  during  the  time  he  was 
employed  about  it,  that  it  not  only  occupied  his 
thoughts  by  day,  but  was  fo  much  the  fubjeft 
of  his  dreams  by  night,  that  he  often  imagined 
himfelf  travelling  a  long  journey,  and  that  he 
fliould  never  arrive  at  the  end  of  the  roa.d. 

His  folicitude  to  preferve  the  reputation  he 
had  acquired,  made  him  attentive  to  every  cir- 
Ciimftance  which  might  render  his  tranflation 
more  gerfedl.  With  this  view,  he  voluntarily 
enlarged  his  defign,  by  adding  to  it  many  cu- 
rious and  valuable  notes  *  :  and  being  under  a 
neceflity  of  confulting  a  great  number  of  au- 
thors, a  little  before  the  death  of  Queen  Anne, 
he  made  a  journey  to  Oxford,  where  he  had 
recourfe  to  the  books  in  the  Bodleian,  and  other 
libraries  in  that  univerfity. 

He  was  not  more  than  five  years  in  tranflating 
the  Iliad,  of  which  the  greater  part  was  written 
with  vaft  rapidity,  and  no  inconfiderable  portion 
rf  it  compofed  as  he  pafled  along  the  road  :  for 
a  genius  very  often  is  leaft  idle,  when  he  feems 
moft  fo  f. 

In 


•  The  notf  s  on  the  Iliad  were  written  by  Mr.  Pope  ; 
Aofe  on  the  Odyffey  by  Dr.  Broome. 

t  The  firft  manufcript  copy  is  yet  in  being,  and  is  de- 
nned for  ifomc  public  library,  as  of  Angular  curiofit)',  bc- 

N  3  ing 
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Tn  this  tranflation^  and  in  that  of  the  OdyfTej 
which  he  executed  afterm^ards,  he  ufed  in  gene 
ral  to  take  advantage  of  the  firft  glow :  after 
wards  calmly  to  correct  each  book  by  the  ori 
ginal  J  then  to  compare  it  with  other  tranfla 
tions ;  and  laftly  to  give  it  a  reading  for  the  fak 
qf  the  verification  only  J.  ^ 

By  the  tranflation  of  the  Hiad,  which  vm 
publifhed  for  his  own  benefit,  he  acquired  a  con 
fiderable  fortune,  the  fubfcription  being  folarg 
that  it  amounted,  as  it  is  faid,  to  no  lefs  thaj 
6000  /.  and  our  author  afterwards  fold  it  ■ 
Lintot*for  1200  L  in  moneys    befides  all  tb 

booB 
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books  for  his  fubfcribers,  as  well  as  thofc  he 
intended  for  prefents  f. 

Never  was  a  more  general  encouragemeat 
giycn  to  any  literary  undertaking,  nor  was  any 
tranflation  evCT  executed  with  more  art,  or  that 
abounded  with  fo  much  poetic  fire  J.     Men  of 

all 


he  had  thtt  the  tffair  would  ruin  the  bookfeller :  and  there- 
fere,  as  he  told  an  intimaie  friend,  he  honeftly,  and  pru-* 
dently  too,  endeavoured  to  difluade  Lintot  from  thinking 
anjr  more  of  the  matter.  But  the  lofty  Lintot  was  not  to  be 
ib  intimidated.  He  made  the  bargain  and  his  fortune  toge- 
ther. The  fuccefs  of  the  work  was  fo  great,  that  the  book- 
fcller  was  enriched  at  once :  he  purchalcd  confiderably,  and 
Was  made  high  iheriff  of  the  county  where  his  eftates  lay. 

t  It  may  be  proper  to  obferve,  that  all  the  materials  for 
the  Life  of  Homer,  which  was  penned  by  Dean  Parnelle, 
WerecoUeded  and  claffcd  by  Mr.  Pope.  The  compofition 
*s  ftiff,  and  was  much  more  fo,  the  correction  having  coft 
^ir.  Pope  more  trouble  than  if  he  had  wrote  it  originally. 

t  In  the  laft  edition  he  himfelf  gave  of  the  tranflated  Iliad, 
^hc  prcfcnt  Bifliop  of  Gloucefter,  at  his  defirc,  revifcd  and 
torrefied  the  Preface,  and  the  Elfay  on  Homer,  as  they  now 
ftand.  This  defire  is  intimated  in  ibe  following  letter, 
herein  Mr.  Pope,  after  exprefling  the  warmeft  wifties  tu 
fcfvchis  learned  and  valuable  friend,  continues  thus — - 

"  But  I  live  in  a  time  when  benefits  arc  not  in  the  power 
**  of  an  honed  man  to  beilow  ;  nor  indeed  of  an  honcft  man 
'*  to  receive,  confidering  on  what  terms  they  arc  generally 
**  to  be  had.  It  is  certain  you  have  a  full  right  to  any  1  could 
**doyou,  who  not  only  monthly,  but  weekly,  of  late,  have 
"loaded  mc  with  favours  of  that  kind,  which  arc  moft 
"acceptable  to  veteran  authors;  thofe  garlands  which  « 
"commentator  weaves  to  hang  about  his  poet,  and  \^hMli 
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»U  links  znd  parties  united  in  their  zeal  to  pro- 
^*t*;p  rhout^h  at  the  fame  time  it  muft  not  be 
ivmcctled  that  lome  lecret  and  in\^dious  attempts 
utrc  flJ2^^'  ^*^  detract  from  our  author's  merit 

in  the  public  opinion,       . 

It  niuft  giv^  P^i^  ^^  every  reader  who  is  :^ 
frifod  ro  literature,  to  be  told  that  Mr.  Addifon 
tliis  occafi<^n  was  capable  of  fo  much  mean 
jgjjQiifT,  as  to  dcfccnd  to  the  bafeft  arts  of  rival- 
ftiflL  in  order  to  fupprefs  the  rifing  fame  of 
yj-  author,  with  whom  he  aflTociated  on  terms 
A^  frKndihip  and  refpect;  and  who  had  long 
ntatcd  bim  with  uncommon  regard.  ^    - 

Ouj-  author's   friendfliip   with    Mr.  Addifoo 
commenced  in  1713-  Mr.  Pope  ufed  to  fay  that 
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the  Iliad  was  on  foot,  which  was  begun  in 
1713,  Mr.  Addifon  exprefled  the  higheft  *  ex- 
pedations  from  it,  and  when  firft  publifhed  not 
only  recommended  it  to  the  public  f,  but  joined 
widithe  Tories  in  promoting  the  fubfcriptioq, 
though,  at  the  fame  time,  as  has  been  intimated, 
he  advifed  Mr.  Pope  not  to  be  content  with 
the  applaufe  of  one  half  of  the  nation.  On  the 
other  hand,  Mr.  Pope  made  his  friend's  intereft 
his  own,  and  when  Dennis  fo  brutally  attacked 
the  tragedy  of  Cato,  he  wrote  the  piece  intitled, 
••  A  narrative  of  his  madne/s.^^ 

*  The  expeftation  he  formed  will  beft  appear  from  his 
own  words,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Pope;  fpeaking  of  this 
tranflation,  he  fays  . 

"  The  worV  you  mention  will,  I  dare  fay,  very  fuffici- 
"  cntly  recommend  itfelf  when  your  name  appears  with  the 
"propofals  :  and  if  you  think  1  can  any  way  contribute  to 
••the  forwarding  of  them,  you  cannot  lay  a  greater  obliga- 
"tion  on  me  than  by  employing  me  in  fuch  an  office.  As  I 
"have  an  ambition  of  having  it  known  that  you  are  my. 
"friend,  I  (hall  be  very  proud  of  ftiewing  it  by  this  or  any 
^*  other  inftance.  I  queftion  not  but  your  tranflation  will 
*^  enrich  our  tongue,  and  do  honour  to  our  country," 

+  In  the  Freeholder,  he  recommends  the  tranflation  ia 
the  following  warm  terms  : 

"  VVhen  I  confider  myfelf  as  a  Britijh  Freeholder^  I  am  in 
*'a  particular  mapner  pleafed  with  the  labours  of  thofc 
*'  who  have  improved  our  language  with  the  tranflation  of  old 
**  Greek  and  L^atin  authors.  The  illiterate  among  our 
"countrymen   may  learn  to  judge  from  Drydens  Firgil  of 

^hc  mofl  perfed  epic  ;  and  thofe  parts  of  Horner^  which 
■*  have  been  already  publifhed  by  Mr,  Pope^  give  us  reafon 

^<>  think  that  the  Iliad  will  appear  in  Englifb,  with  as  little 
*  difadvantage  to  that  immortal  poem." 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Pope  likewife,  from  tine  to  linie^ 

municated  to  Mr.  Addiibn  thip  pragreft  he  nude 
in  his  tranflation,  and  the  ^fficultie8 ,  nrfikh 
attended  it,  particularly  in  a  letter  to  that  fiiaddf 
dated  30th  Jan.  I7i3-i4>  whettin  among  other 
things,  he  jocularly  comphtiu  of  the  eavkms 
reports  which  were  propagated  to  bU  prgudioe. 

<<  Some  have  faid  I  am  not  a  mafler  in  the 
«^  Greek,  who  are  either  fb  themfdveSf  or  are 
^^  not :  if  they  are  not,  they  cannot  tell ;  and 
«^  if  they  are,  they  cannot  without  hatfing  ca-« 

.<«  techized  me  t .*' .  * 

In  this  ftate  of  reciprocal  iamity  they  con- 
tinued, till  Mr.  PopE*s  growing/eputationy  and 
fuperior  genius  in  poetry,  excited  uneafy  fen- 
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fiieiidl^  affiftance  in  a  periodical  paper  called  the 
jduardianj  yet  he  difcontinued  all  correfpondencc 
of  that  kind,  on  Sir  Richard's  jgiving;  a  political 
turn  to  thofe  papers. 

But  Mr.  Addifon's  jealoufy  foon  broke  out 
more  direfkly,  and  difcovered  itfelf  firft  to  Mr. 
toPE,  and  not  long  after  to  all  the  world.  The 
drcumftance  which  firft  opened  Mr.  Pope's  eyes 
jvith  regard  to  his  friend's  character,  was  his 
I  diffuading  him  ftrongly  againft  adding  his  ma- 
diinery  to  the  Rape  of  the  Lockj  which  Mr. 
Pope  had  no  fooner  refolved  upon,  than  he 
communicated  his  fcheme  to  Mr.  Addifon,  not 
doubting  but  that  he  would  be  pleafcd  with  the 
improvement.  He  experienced  the  mortifica- 
tion neverthelefs,  of  finding  his  friend  receive 
it  coldly,  afluring  him  in  a  ftrain  of  artful 
jMluIation,  that  the  poem,  in  its  original  ftate, 
was  a  delicious  little  thing,  and  as  he  expreffed 
it,  Merum  Sal.  As  it  was  apparent  that  his 
objedlion  to  fo  noble  a  piece  of  invention,  could 
not  be  the  refult  of  his  judgment,  Mr.  Pope, 
not  without  reafon,  began  to  entertain  fufpicions 
of  his  fincerity. 

It  was  not  long  before  thefe  fufpicions  were  cor-j 

firmed ;  for  foon  after  this  a  tranflation  of  the  firft 

book  of  the  Iliad,  appeared  under  the  name  of  Mr. 

Tickell ;  which  coming  out  at  a  critical  jundure, 

T^^en  it  was  publicly  known  that  Mr.  Pope  was 

engaged  on  the  fame  fubjed,  and  bearing  the  name 

^^  ^a  dependant  of  Mr.  Addifbn's,  made  our  au- 

.^Or  ijiof  e  t|ian  fufpedt  him  to  be  privy  to  this 

*        *        '      *  unge- 
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ungencr6us  attempt:  and  after  a  diligent iir 
quiry,  and  laying  many  concurring  circunc 
itances  together,  he  was  fully  convinced,  ^ths 
it  was  not  only  publifhed  with  Mr.  Addifon* 
participation,  but  was  in  truth  his  ownperfbc 
mance  *.  Not  content  with  this  bafe  and  in 
vidious  attempt,  to  fupplant  his  friend  in  th 
public  efteem,  he  privately  made  ufe  of  all  thi 
attention  and  deference  which  was  paid  to  hina 
felf,  as  a  man  of  critical  learning,  to  depreciat 
Mr.  Pope's  tranflation;  and  did  not  fcruple  t 
declare,  as  Sir  Richard  Steele  told  Sir  Samue 
Garth,  that  Mr.  Tickeirs  (that  is,  his  own)  wa. 
the  bed  that  had  ever  been  done  in  any  laq 
guage.  He  would  fometimes  likewife  fay  coolly 
that  both  tranflatiQns  were  well  done,  but  thai 
TickelPs  had  more  of  Homer. 
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competition,  that  he  declined  all  thoughts  of 
expofing  its  weaknefs  and  malignity  ;  and,  with 
more  becoming  dignity,  left  it  to  the  judgment 
and  juftice  of  the  public,  who  did  not  fail  to 
treat  it  with  the  negledt  it  deferved,  and  it  has 
long  fince  been  configned  to  oblivion  *. 

Mr.  Pope  however,  who  was  naturally  irri- 
table, could  not  avoid  being  very  fenfibly  affe<ft- 


•  Dr.  Parnelle,  in  one  of  his  letters  to  Mr.  Pope,  ex- 
prefies  his  lentimcnts,  with  rcfpe£t  to  this  rival  tranflation, 
with  great  freedom. 

**  I  have  fcen  the  firft  book  of  Homer,  which  came  out  at 
*^  a  time  when  it  could  not  but  appear  a  kind  of  fetting  up 
"againft  you.  My  opinion  is^  that  you  may,  if  you  pleafe, 
"  give  them  thanks  who  writ  it.  Neither  the  numbers  nor 
"  the  fpirit  have  an  equal  maftery  with  yours  ;  but  what  fur- 
"  prizes  me  more  is,  that  a  fcholar  being  concerned,  there 
"ihould  happen  to  be  fome  miftakcs  in  the  author's  fenfc  $ 
"  fuch  as  putting  the  li;^ht  of  Pallas's  eyes  into  the  eyes  of 
"  Achilles,  making  the  taunt  of  Achilles  to  Agamemnon, 
"(that  he  (hould  have  fpoils  when  Troy  (hould  be  taken) 
•*  lobe  a  cool  and  fcrious  propofal  :  the  tranflating  what  you 
"  call  ablution  by  the  word  offtJs^  and  fo  leaving  water  out 
"of the  rite  of  luftration,  &c." 

Dr.  Berkeley  likewifc.  Dean  of  Londonderry,  bears 
teftimnny  to  the  fuperior  merit  of  our  author's  tranflation,  in 
the  following  pafTage : 

** Some  days  ago,  three  or  four  gentlemen,  and  my- 

**  fdf,  exerting  that  right  which  all  readers  preteni  to  over 
"  authors,  fate  in  judgment  upon  the  two  new  tranflations  of 
"the  firft  Iliad,  Without  piirtiallty  to  my  country-men,  I 
*'  aflure  you,  they  all  gave  the  preference  where  it  was  due  ; 
••being  unanimoufly  of  opinion,  that  yours  was  equally  juft 

••  to  the  fenfe  with  Mr. Vs,  and  without  comparifon, 

"  more  cafy,  moic  poetical,  an  J  more  fublimc." 

cd 
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ed  by  Mr.  Addilon's  dark  and   infidious  beha— 
Tiour :    and   their    common   friends  were  ver^s* 
folicitous  to  reconcile  them  under  this  millmder — 
flanding.    Mr,  Jcn^as  *  in  particular,  acquaintcci 
our  author  that  in  a  donveriation  he  had  helci 
with  Mr.  Addifon,  the  latter  exprefled  the  hlgheft 
profeirions   of  fricndfliip   for   Mr,  Pope,    and 
afTured  Mr,  Jervas,  that  notwithftanding  many 
infin  nations  were  fprcad  to  keep  them  at  variance, 
it  Ihould  not  be  his  fault,  if  there  was  not  the 
be  ft    under  Handing    and    intclhgence    between 
them- 


To  this  afTnrance,  Mr.  Pope  replied  with  an 
amjal)lc  and  forgiving  temper,  that  Mr.  Addi- 
fon  was  fare  of  his  refpcds  at  all  times,  and  of 
his  real  friendniip,  whenever  he  fliould  think  fit 
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Some  time  after  this  converfation,  our  author 
\aA  an  interview  with  Mr.  Addifon ;  at  the 
particular  defire  of  Sir  Richard  Steele,  who  was 
prefent,  as  was  likewife  Mr.  Gay.  Sir  Richard 
took  pains  to  conciliate  them,  but  Mr.  Addifon's 
difbnt  rcferve  and  unbecoming  behaviour  ren- 
dered a  reconciliation  imprafticable.  So  far 
from  (hewing  the  difpofition  he  profeffed  to  Mr* 
jervas,  he  rather  betrayed  an  inclination  to 
widen' the  breach,  and  gave  offence  by  many 
taunting  and  depreciating  expreffions,  which 
were  uttered  with  fuch  an  affected  calmnefs  of 
temper,  as  perhaps  they  only  can  command, 
who  never  glowed  with  the  warmth  of  generous^ 
feelmgs.  Mr.  Pope  on  the  other  hand,  who 
had  all  the  fenfibility  and  indignant  fpirit  of  a 
delicate  and  noble  mind,  did  not  fail  to  return 
filch  indecent  and  ofFenfive  treatment,  with  the 
fe?crity  it  deferved  :  till  at  length  the  difputc 
ran  fo  high,  that  they  parted  without  any  cere- 
mony on  either  fide,  and  Mr.  Pope,  while  he 
was  yet  warm  with  the  provocation  he  had  re- 
ceived, wrote  thofe  celebrated  lines,  in  which 
he  has  fo  inimitably  drawn  Mr.  Addifon^s  cha^ 
roller  *. 

About 


•  Theflrokes  of  this  charafler  are  fo  highly  finifhed,  that 
Acrtadcr,  I  am  pcrfuaded,  will  not  be  difplcafed  with  the 
Allowing  tranfcript. 

After  fpeaking  of  the  wretched  poctaftera  of  the  times,  he 
Ibis  breaks  forth—- 

♦•Peace 


eU 

roll 

JS 
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zM  Mn  Pope   that      Ji 
continuing  upon  goo^/ 
Ij  jealous   as  Mr# 
y  Mr.  Pope's  excelling 
that  to  fudi  a  degree, 
ged  Gil  don  to  write 
Wycherley,  in  which  he 
abiile  oiu"  author  and  his 
and  that  Mn  Ad- 
pnd  this  bale  inftrument  of 


re  there  one  whofc  fires 
and  fair  fame  inrpires  ; 
ABii  each  art  to  pleafc, 
fc,  and  live  with  eafc : 
•00  fcnd  to  rule  alone^ 
rival  near  the  throne, 
yet  wth  jealous  eyes^ 
causM  hiinfeir  to  rife  i 
^  affcut  with  civil  leer, 
iKcdfl^  crach  the  reft  to  fnecr  j 
Ai»i  ret  afrjid  to  ftrikej 
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defamation,  the  fum  often  guineas  as  the  v/agcs 
of  his  fcuriility. 

^  Such  an  aflurance  of  Mr.  Addifon's  treachery 
I  iKrcafcd  his  indignation,  but  flill  he  preferved 
I  dignity  in  his  refentment,  which,  while  it  did 
koour  to  himfclf,  muft  have  added  to  the  mor- 
tification of  his  confcious  rival.  The  very  next 
'/,  he  wrote  Mr.  Addifon  a  letter,  wherein  he 
icquainted  him  that  he  was  no  ftranger  to  the 
JDilierality  of  his  behaviour  towards  him,  which, 
liowever,  he  fcorned  to  imitate.  That,  on  the 
contrary,  he  would  openly,  and  to  his  face  cen- 
furc  fuch  failings  in  him  as  he  judged  reprehen- 
fible ;  and  that  he  would  at  the  fame  time  do 
poblic  juftice  to  his  merits.  He  added,  that  as 
a  proof  of  this  difpoiition  towards  him,  he  had 
fcnt  him  the  inclofed;  which  was  the  Cha- 
lACTER  above  fpoken  of,  long  after  publifhed, 
by  Mr.  Pope,  firft,  feparately,  and  afterwards 
inferted  in  the  Epiftle  to  Dr.  Arbuthnot. 

It  muft  be  obferved  that  this  was  not  till  it 
had  been  printed  by  Curl  and  the  Journalifts 
of  thofe  times  *;  and  this  juft  and  manly  rebuke 
conveyed  in  fo  open  and  fpirited  a  manner,  pro- . 
duced  a  very  good  effedl ;  for  Mr.  Addifon  from 
this  time  to  his  death,  which  happened  about 
three  years  after,  always  treated  Mr.  Pope 
with  civility,  and,  as  he  believed,  with  juftice. 

♦  The  falfehcod  propagated  in  Mill's  JournaU  that  tl^is 
Charafler  was  v/rittcn  after  Mr.  Addifon  s  death,  is  fully  re- 
futed in  the  Tcftimonies  prefixed  to  the  Dunciad. 

O  Bcfidcs 
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ricficiCvS  this  covert  attack  from  Mr.  Addlfc 
\v]i:c!i  was  ino[t  formidable,  fcveral  other  in 
ciiGus  att^rr.pts  were  openly  made  to  decry! 
merit  (1*  tLis  tranflation.  Dennis,  Gild: 
'\\'c;r:cC5  Theubaids,  &c.  rofe  up  againft  1 
ti\-.r::!ator  in  all  the  rage  of  criticifm.  Thcfi 
^vrc.lc  againlt  him  exprefly :  and  Theobal 
a''t:r  li:r  ing  given  the  tranflation  the  high 
cLa.  aClc  'C  in  the  d^njor^  aftervs'ards  thought  prof 
in  his  ^'V/V.v  on  thd  Art  of  Jinking  in  Reputati 
to  withdraw  the  encomiums  he  had  pafled  on 
and  to  turn  his  pancgyrick  into  cenfure.  I 
candour  and  confiftcnce  are  not  among  theati 
butes  of  envy  and  malevolence. 

Con-jious  however,  as  it  fliould  feem,  t 
their  Unfile  efforts  were   too  weak  to  check  < 
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iooi    Surely   I  ivould  take  it  upon  my  JhouUer, 
(Hid  bind  it  as  a  croivn  to  me.     C.  3 1 .  ver.  2^^  .* 

Mr.  Pope  very  wifely  declined   vindicating 
his  writings  from  fuch  trivial  and  infignificant 
objedions ;  he   treated  them  with  a  becoming 
and  contemptuous  filence.     It  muft  not  be  for- 
gotten however,  that  our  author  was  fo  unfor- 
tunate to  incur  the  refentment  of  one,  whole 
fex  and  learning  claimed  a  different  treatment. 
Mr.  Pope  having  occafion  in  his  preface,  to  fpeak 
of  Madame  Dacier,  he  did  not,  it  feems,  mcn- 
tioQ  her  with  that  diftindlion,  which  (he  thought 
due  to  her  merit,    and  in  truth,    though   Mr. 
Pope  rcfpefted  the  lady's  learning  very  much, 
yet  he  did  not,  as  appears  by  one  of  his  letters 
to  the  Duke  of   Buckingham,    think,  quite  fo 
highly  of  it  as  the  French  did  ;  eftceming  it  great 
complaifance  in  that  polite  nation,  to  allow  her 
to  be  a  critic  of  equal  rank  with  her  hufband  \. 

This 


•  As  ii!?it^^  libellers  were  moflly  anonymous,  he  has  to 
each  libel  written  the  name  of  the  compofer,  with  occafional 
remarks.  This  portentous  colleilion  is  ftlll  in  b^fin^.  AnJ 
if  any  public  library  or  mufcum,  whofe  fearch  is  afrer  curi- 
ofiiics,  be  defirous  of  enriching  their  common  treafire  wit!i 
it,  it  will  be  freely  at  the  fervice  of  that  which  aflii  f:r(l.  It 
will  give  light  to  forre  parts  of  the  Dunciad,  whole  heroes 
arc  unworthy  of  any  light  but  their  ov/n. 

t  After  pointing  outfome  iiVftancesof  the  Lady's  want  of 

critical  (kill,  Mr.  Pope  adds  very  politely — *'  Your  Gracj 

**  will  believe  ine,  that  Tdid  not  feaich  lo  find  dcfefls  \\\  a 

"Lady  J  my  employment  upon  the  lilad  forCwd  me  to  fee 

O  2  **  thsm  I 
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This  learned  lady,  piqued  at  the  diiiegt 
with  which  fhe  thought  herielf  treated)  ta 
occafion,  with  great  afFedation  of  temper, 
obje£t  to  feme  of  Mr.  Pope^s  fentiments  i 
fpeding  Homer,  and  likewife  to  defend  herfii 
againft  a  criticifm  which  he  made  on  a  pafla; 
in  her  preface,  where  (he  giVes  antient  mamM 
the  preference  above  modem. 

But  notw^ithilanding  fhe  endeavoured  to  hii 
even  from  herfelf,  the  true  motives  of  her  c 
ticifm,  yet  they  tranfpired,  and  flowed  fit 
her  pen  involuntarily  in  the  following  oo 

feffion. 


<c 


«« 


I  own,"  faid  fhe,  **  I  did  not  esped  tofi 

myfelf  attacked  by  Mr.  Popf,  in   a  prefg 
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He  afterwards,  however,  made  all  the  amends 
in  his  power.  He  wrote  to  her  a  very  genteel 
and  obliging  letter,  wherein  he  expreffed  his 
concern  at  having  penned  any  thing  to  difpleafe 
fc  excellent  a  genius :  and  Ihe,  on  the  other 
land,  with  an  amiable  franknefs,  protefted  to 
feijct  all  that  had  paffed  :  fo  that  thefe  two 
great  admirers  and  tranflators  of  Homer,  ever 
after  maintained  towards  each  other  the  moft 
perfed  appearance  of  efteem  and  rdgard. 

Having  not  only  increafed  his  fame,  but 
tiiabliihed  his  fortune  by  this  tranflation,  he 
found  himfelf  in  a  fituation  to  draw  nearer  the 
capital,  and  live  more  among  his  friends.  With 
this  view,  having  fold  the  little  eftate  at  Binfield, 
hepurchafed  a  houfe  at  Twickenham,  whither 
kc  removed,  with  his  father  and  mother,  before 
the  expiration  of  the  year  1715- 

This  our  author  calls  one  of  the  grand  aeras 
of  his  life,  and  he  took  great  delight  in  im- 
proving this  new  fituation.  The  genius  he  dif- 
played  in  thefe  improvements  was  fo  elegant^ 
that  his  feat  became  the  refort  of  all  perfons  of 
tafte  and  cuiiofity.  One  of  the  chief  ornaments 
of  this  agreeable  retreat,  was  the  grotto,  the 
improvements  pf  which,  as  his  friend  and  editor 
affures  us,  was  one  of  the  favourite  amufements 
of  his  declining  years ;  fo  that  not  long  before 
his  death,  by  enlarging  and  encreafing  it  with  a 
^aft  number  of  ores  and  minerals  of  the  richcft 
^nd  rareft  kinds,  he  made  it  one  of  the  moft 
?kgant  and  romantic  retirements  :  and  in  the 
O  3  difpo- 
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^ifpcfition  of  thefe  materials,  the  beauty  of  hr 
poetic  genius  appears  to  as  much  advantage,  a. 
in  any  of  his  bell:  contrived  poems. 

Towards  the  beautifying  of  hig  gardens  an* 
grotto,  our  author  was  aflifted  by  prefcnts  o 
various  kinds,  from  fevcral  of  his  friends,  pro 
cured  from  the  various  quarters  of  .the  globe,  i 

Even  his  late  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wale 
(father  of  our  prefent  fovereign)  who  was  a  I  way 
amiably  difpofed  to  do  honour  to  the  deferving 
ccndefccnded  to  contribute  towards  embellifliia, 
oar  author's  retreat,  as  we  learn  by  the  foUoi 
4ng  letter. 

*'  Dear  Sir, 
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But:,  notwithftanding  our  atithor  took  fuch 
deWgVit  in  thefe  improvements,  his  judgment 
taught  him  to  regard  them  with  a  true  philofo- 
phiceye.     In  one  of  his  letters  to  Mr.  Allen, 

(peaking  of  his  gardens  and  grotto,  he  fays — 

"  I  am  at  a  full  flop  at  prefent,  for  a  reafon 
"  that  has  put  many  a  man  to  a  full  jftop,  the 
"  having  no  more  ftock  to  fpend ;  for  till  I  can 
"  procure  more  materials  from  the  mines,  and 
"  from  the  quarries,  my  viine-'adventiire 

"  (Like  the  adventure  of  the  bear  and  fiddle) 
**  Muft  end,  and  break  off  in  the  middle. 

*'  However,  it  is  fome  fatisfa<9ion,  that  as  far 
**  as  I  have  gone,  I  am  content ;  and  that  is  all 
"  a  mortal  man  can  expedl :  for  no  man  finifhes 
**  any  view  he  has,  or  any  fcheme  he  projedis, 
**  but  by  halves — - — 

"  And  life  itfelf  can  nothing  more  fupply 
"  Then  juft  to  plan  our  projedls,  and  to  die. 

*'Thofe  men  indeed,  who  marry  and  fettle, 
"  undertake  for  more ;  they  undertake  for  future 
"  ages.  I  am  content  to  leave  nothing  but  my 
"  works  behind  me :  which  (whether  good  or 
"evil)  will  follow  me,  as  St.  John  exprefles  it. 
"  As  to  my  mines  and  my  treafures^  they  muft 
**  go  together  to  God  knows  who  !  A  fugar- 
**  baker  or  a  brewer  may  have  the  houfe  and 
"  gardens,  and  a  booby,  that  chaiKed  to  be  my 
O  4  "  heir 
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*' heir  at  law,  the  othfr^   ffKCipl:  I  h»ppeiitc 
"  difperfe  it  to  the  pooF  ia  my  own  time  *.■ ' 

In  another  letter  to  (he  fkmc  gentleman^  fpeak- 
ing  of  his  improvements,  he  qujbn  the  follow- 
ing philofophical  refleAions : 


(C 


iC 

i( 


Indeed,  I  think  all  my  vaaities  of  tbi 
fort  at  an  end  ;  and  I  wiU  exciiie  them  to  th 
connoifFeurs,  by  fe^tiqg  over  my  door,  in  con 
clufion  of  them,  P^rvum  p^rva  decfnf, . 
muft  charge  you  for  encouraging  fome  c 
them,  and  others  of  my  friends  for  encou 
raging  others :  but  I  have  had  my  fiure  to 
of  difcouragement  and  ccnfure  from  enemies 
neverthelefs,  upon  the  whole,  I  neither  repei 
much  nor  am  very  proud,  but  tolerably  ploie 
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His  father  furvived  this  removal  only  two 
years,  dying  fuddenly  at  the  age  of  feventy-five, 

after 


^^   and  from  that  difiance,  under  |he  temple,  you  look  down 

^*    through  a  floping  arcade  of  trees,  and  (ee  the  fails  on 

*^    the  river  paffing  fuddenly  and    vanilhing,  as  through  a 

**    perfpe&ive  glafs.  When  you  fliut  the  doors  of  this  grotto, 

*^    It  becomes  on  the  inftant,  from  a  luminous  room,  a  came-' 

^^    ra  obfcura  ;  on  the  walls  of  which  all  the  obje^s  of  the 

^^    river,    hillsf,    woods,  and  boats,   are  forming  a  moving 

^^    pidure  in  their  vifible  radiations  :    and  when  you  have  a 

**    mind    to  light   it  up,    it  afForJs  you    a   very    different 

**    fcene  ;    it  is  iini(bed  with  (hells,  interfpcrfed  with  pieces 

^^    of  looj'.ing- glafs  in  regular  forms  ;  and  in  the  cieling  is  a 

^*    ftar  of  the  fame  material,  at  which,  when  a  lamp  (of  an 

^^   orbicular  figure  of  thin  alabafter)  is  hung  in  the  middle, 

^^   a  thoufand  pointed  rays  glitter,  and  are  refleded  over  the 

**  place..    There  are  connedled  to  this  grotto,  by  a  narrow 

**  pafTage,  two  porches,  one  towards  the  river,  of  fmooih 

^^  (tones  full  of  light,  and  open  ;  the  other  toward  the  gar- 

^*  den  (badowcd  with  trees,  rough  with  (hells,  flints,  and 

•*  iron-ore.     The  bottom  is  paved  with  fimple  pebble,  as  is 

••  alfo  the  adJ9ining  walk  up  the  wildernefs  to  the  temple, 

^'  in  the  natural  tafte,  agreeing  not  ill  with  the  little  drip- 

**  ping  murmur,  and  the  aquatic  idea  of  the  whole  place. 

**  It  wants  nothing  to  complete  it  but  a  good  ftatue  with  an 

*^  infcription,    like  that  beautiful  antique  one  which  you 

*^  know  I  am  fo  fond  of: 

**  Jlujus  nympha  loci^  facri  cujiodia  fontis^ 
*•  DormrOy  dum  blandae  fentio  murmur  aquae, 

*'  Para  meumy  quifi^uis  tangis  cava  marmoroy  jomnum 
•*  Rumpere  j  fi  bibasj  Jive  lavare^  tace^^ 

"  Nymph  of  the  grot,  thefe  facred  fprings  I  keep, 
'*  And  to  the  murmurs  of  thefe  waters  flcep  ; 
**  Ah,  fpare  my  (lumbers,  gently  tread  the  cave  ! 
^'  And  drink  in  dlence,  or  in  ftience  lave. 

"  You'll  think  I  have  been  very  poetical  in  this  dcfcrip- 
^^  tion,  but  it  is  pretty  near  the  truth." 

This 
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after  a  life  of  health,  innocence  and  tranqiiillihr^ 
He  was  buried  at  Twickenham  by  his  fon,  \A:hofe 
piety  credetl  a  monument  to  his  memory. 


Thi^  let  terwas  written  in  1 72  5,**  He  afterwards »  when  it  wr5 
in  itb  more  pcrfcdl  ftatc,  wrote  the  followiiigfliortpofm  upon  ii, 

*'  Thou  who  flialt  flop,  where  Thames'  tranflucent  wave 

*'^  Siiincs  a  broad  Mirror,  thro*  the  fliadowy  Cave  ; 

*'  Where  Hn;rVini5  drops  froin  inin'ral  Roofs  diftil^ 

'^  And  ^ointt'd  Cryibls  break  the  fparkling  Rtll^ 

*^  llnpoVn^il  Gemms  no  ray  on  Pride  beftoWi 

*'  AnJ  Ltieiit  Alctaii  innocently  glow  ; 

'^  Approach.    Great  Nature  lludfouily  behold  f 

**  And  tyt'  tiic  Mine  without  awiih  J  or  Gold, 

*'  At>pioach  :    But  [iwful  !  Lo  !  tb'  iEgerian  Grott, 

*^  \^  hca%  nf.>My' pen  five,  St.  John  fate  and  thought; 

«^  Where  Britiili  iii^hs  from  d)  ing  Wvndham  ftole, 

*^  And  il^  bright  flame  was  fliot  thru  iVIaeci^montV 
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His  father,  however,  before  he  died,  enjoyed 
(he  heartfelt  pleafure  of  feeing  his  fon  the  ob- 
jcft  of  public  admiration,  careflcd  by  the  worthy, 
and  dreaded  by  the  worthlefs  :  and  in  the  way 
of  making  a  genteel  fortune  by  the  moft  noble 
and  liberal  means,  the  exercife  of  his  intellec- 
tual endowments. 

Our  author's  good  fortune,  however,  did  not 
niake  him  indolent;  for  in  the  year  171 7,  dur- 
ing the  time  of  his  being  engaged  in  the  tmnfla- 
tion  of  Homer,  he  publifhed  a  collection  of  all 
^hc  poetical  pieces  he  had  written  before ;  and 
>n  the  year  1721,  he  gave  a  new  edition  of 
Shake/pear^  which  has  been  faid  not  to  have 
anfwcred  the  expectations  of  the  public. 

Neverthelefs,  however  the  public  may  have 
heen  extravagantly  fanguine  in  expeCking  more 
than  was  undertaken  or  intended,  or  within  the 
power  of  an  editor  to  perform ;  yet,  certain  it 
is,  that  this  edition  of  Mr.  Pope's  has  no  fmall 
ihare  of  merit. 

His  judgment  was  feen  in  doing  what  had 
never  been  done  before,  in  giving  \h^  text  from 
the  collated  copies  of  the  old  editions  of  the 
plays.  His  tajle^  in  marking  the  fmeft  paflages 
^th  inverted  commas ;  and  his  elegaixe^  in 
hanifhing  all  the  poet's  and  players'  ribaldry  and 
aonfcnfe  from  the  text. 

The  fame  critics  who  fell  upon  this  edition  for 
heing  too  fcanty,  fell  upon  his  friend's  edition 
(which  coipprized  his)  for  being  too  full,  it  fup- 

plying 


THE 

plying  what  was  wanting  in  the  othcn  bTexpta* 
natory  notes  and  emendations  of  the  text. 

The  early  editions  were  little  better  than  one 
great  heap  of  typographical  errors  ;  which  made 
Mr.  Pop  E,  who  firft  underftood  the  miferable  con- 
dition of  his  author,  cry  out  in  the  words  of  Virgil : 


ti 


Laniatum  eor^ore  ioia 


**  Deiphobum  indi^  tacerum  crudeOitr  ora  ; 
**  Ora  manu/quc  ambas^  popuiaiaque  iempora 

**  rapds 
^*  Auribusy  et  truncas  inkanefia  culture  tmra?^ 

The  truth  is,  that  Criticism  (which  Longi- 
nus  efteemed  to  be  the  confummation  of  human 
literature)  h  thought  to  he  the  eafy  taflv  of  every 
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ahJ  impaired  their  fight  and  in  tellers  iii  coUedl- 
ing  and  collating  the  old  quartos. 

Should  it  be  thought,  notwithftanding,  that 
our  author,  as  an  editor,  failed  in  doing  juftice 
to  our  great  dramatic  bard  ;  yet,  it  muft  be  con- 
fcffed,  that  he  teftified  a  very  amiable  regard  to 
his  memory,  by  being  chiefly  inflxumental  in 
theeredion  of  the  monument  in  Weftminfter 
Abbey,  to  which  he  wrote  an  infcription  that  has 
been  cenfured  by  critics  of  the  fame  ftamp,  as 
unclaflical.  Among  others.  Dr.  Mead  objefted 
to  the  Latinity  of  the  expreflion  amor  publicus^ 
on  the  authority  of  Patrick  the  didlionary-maker ; 
to  which  Pope  well  replied, — "  That  he  would 
"  allow  a  dictionary-maker  to  underftand  a  finglc 
"  word,  but  not  two  words  put  together/* 

After  the  tranflation  of  the  Iliad  was  finifhed, 
Mr.  Pope  engaged  in  the  tranflation  of  the 
Odyfley. 

The  OdyfTey  was  publifhed  in  the  fame  man- 
net  as  the  Iliad,  and  fold  on  the  fame  conditions, 
except,  ,that  inilead  of  t'wehe^  he  had  only  Jix 
bundred  pounds  for  the  copy.     In  this  latter 
^ork,  he  was  affifted  by  Broome  and  Fenton ; 
^ho,  in  their  turns,  were  aflifted  in  what  they 
^^d  by  Mr.  Pope's  amendments  and  corrections 
^'^^oughout.      To    the   firft   of    thefe  he   gave 
^^C)/.  and  to  the  latter  300/.    Thefe  two  gentle- 
^^n  had  formed  a  defign  of   tranflating   the 
V^^yfley,  while  Mr.  Pope  was  employed  upon 
*^^  Iliad  J    and  by  the  time  he  had  finifhed  it, 

they 
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they  had  gon^  through  feveral  books  of  ^*i 
OdyfTey,  which  they  defired  him  to  pcrufe.  ^^^ 
Pope  complied  with  their  requefl:;  but  at  ^ 
faine  time  acquainted  them  that  he  had  entz:  4 
tained  the  like  intentionSj  and  that  having  m,^3 
a  cpnfiderable  progrcfs  in  the  execution  of  thc:^^ 
he  would,  with  their  confent,  make  ufe  of  w  ~^ 
they  had  cntrufted  him  with,  for  the  m^^ 
fpeedy  advancement  of  the  work  i  and  they  v«^ 
readily  acceded  to  a  propofition  of  tliis  nati:^^^ 
from  a  friend  of  fuch  fuperior  poetical  talentzr  4 

Mr,  Pope's  candid  and  difinterefted  condL^c 
however,  did  not  fecure  him  from  the  cakimi.  :: 
of  malevolence  ;  and  it  was  fome  years  ait  ^ 
wards  imputed  to  him,  that  he  ibid  the  labo»--> 
of  others  under  his  own  name.  To  which  J 
calmly  replied,  with  conlcious  integrity,  tliat 
ftiouid  have  been  added,  ^*  he  bad  Jirji  bon^^ 
**  thaii"  Mr.  Broome,  who  wrote  the  note-^ 
gives  an  account,  at  the  conckifion  of  themi  <^ 
his  Iharc  in  the  performance. 
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jeftion  to  this  variance  in  the  form  of  the  two 
patents,  but  when  the  fale  of  the  work  fell 
Ihort  of  the  expectations  he  had  formed  from 
the  fuccefs  of  the  Iliad,  then  he  took  notice  of 
the  difference  between  them,  and  complained  (in 
the  true  fpirit  of  a  Bookfcller)  that  Mr.  Pope 
had  made  ufe  of  fome  management  to  make  him 
i>elieve  that  the  patents  were  alike. 

Among  other  malicious  infmuations,  which 
^vere  thrown  out,  by  thofe  who  maligned  Mr. 
Pope's  fame,  it  was  imputed  to  him  iiv Mijl^^ 
Journal,  that  having  undertaken  the  Odyffey, 
**  and  fecurcd  the  fuccefs  by  a  numerous  fub- • 
**  fcription,  he  employed  fome  underling  to  per- 
***  form  what  according  to  his  proix)fals  fiiould 
*'  come  from  his  own  hand." 

But  to  this  injurious  charge,  it  is  fufFicient  to 
^ppofe  the  words  of  Mr.  Pope's  printed  pro- 
pofals  for  the  Odyjfcy. 

"  I  take  this  occafion  ro  declare,  that  the  fub- 
***  fcription  for  oliakcipeare  belongs  wholly  to 
*'  Mr.  Tonlbn ;  and  that  the  future  benefit  of 
**  THIS  Propofalh  not  folcly  for  my  own  ufc, 
*'  but  for  that  of  two  of  my  friends,  who  have 
*'  aflilled  me  in  this  work." 

The  tranflation  of  the  OdyiTcy  hdrrr  i'*:?- 
Picatcdin  ihc  year  n'JZ^y  he  cn;.v:i:^cd  i'l  li::V,\' 
l»3winjj  vear,  in  Cvvn*crr  vv'itli  his  two  i:l:•:;;J:^•:n 
■  jncnds  Dean iSv\ lit  and  Dr.  Arbmhnor,  i;j  \a\'  '- 
i*^g  ilvcral  voluiucs  of  Miudbni'ji.      Ar-".;  r 
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thcfe  the  raoft  confpicuous  are  the  Memoirs  of 
Marti  nus  Scriblerus ;  a  fa  tire  projected  by  this 
excellent  triumvirate,  on  the  abufes  of  human 
learning ;  and  which  they  propofed  to  execute 
in  the  manner  of  Cervantes,  under  a  continued 
narrative  of  feigned  adventures.  "  They  had 
obfcrved,"  fays  Mr.  Pope's  friend  and 
Editor,  **  that  thofe  abufes  ftill  kept  their 
**  ground,  againft  all  that  the  graveft  and 
*^  ablcft  authors  could  fay  to  difcredit  them; 
*'  they  therefore  concluded  that  all  the  force  of 
ridicule  was  wanting  to  quicken  their  difgrace : 
and  as  the  abules  had  been  already  dete£ted 
by  fober  reafoning,  ridicule  was  here  very 
fcafonably  applied ;  and  truth  was  in  no 
danger  of  fuffering  by  the  premature  ufe  of 
fo  powerful  an  inftrument/* 


a 


u 
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But  the  feparation  of  our  author  and  his 
friends,  which  foon  after  happened,  with  the 
death  of  one,  and  the  infirmities  of  the  other, 
put  a  final   period  to  their  defign,  when  they 
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*^  to  feience:  Mr.  Pope  was  a  mafter  in  the 
^^fnearts;  and  Dr.  Swift  excelled  in  the  knoiv^ 
"  %r  of  the  world.  Wit  they  had  all  in 
*^  equal  meafure,  and  in  a  meafure  fo  large,  th^t 
"  no  age  perhaps  ever  produced  three  men,  to 
**  whom  Nature  had  more  bountifully  bellowed 
"  it,  or  in  whom  Art  had  brought  it  to  higher 
'^perfedion.'' 

A  very  pleafant  account  of  this  undertakings 
and  of  the  (hare  which  Dr.  Arbuthnot  *  and 
Mr,  Pope  took  in  it,  is  to  be  found  in  a  lettey 
from  the  former  to  Dean  Swift. 

^  Pray  remember  Martin  f ,  who  is  an  inno-* 
**  cent  fellow,  and  will  not  difturb  your  foli-^ 
'*  tude.  The  ridicule  of  medicine  is  fo  copious 
^  a  fubjefl,  that  I  muft  only  here  and  there 
*'  touch  it.  I  have  made  him  ftudy  phyfic  from 
"  the  apothecary's  bills,  where  there  is  a  good 
^*  plentiful  field  for  the  fatire  upon  the  prefent 
"  pradlice.  One  of  his  projects  was  by  a  ftamp 
"  upon  bliftering  plaifters  and.  melilot  by  the 


•  Mr.  Pope  ufed  to  fay,  that  of  all  the  men  he  ever  met 
^ith  or  heard  of.  Dr.  Arbuthnot  had  the  moft  prolific  wit ; 
^^  thit,  in  this  quality.  Swift  only  held  the  fecond  place. 
No  adventure  of  any  confequence  ever  occurred  on  which  the 
^^or  did  not  write  a  plealant  efl'ay,  in  a  great  folio  papcr- 
^K  which  ufed  to  lie  in  his  parlour.  Of  thefe,  however, 
*^wasfo  negligent,  that  while  he  was  writing  them  at  one 
J^  he  fuffercd  his  children  to  tear  them  out  at  the  other, 
'Or  their  paper  kites. 

t  Martinus  Scriblerus,  of  whom  Pope,  Arbuthnot,  and 
^cru  were  to  write  the  Memoirs. 

P  "  yard, 
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yard,  to  raife  money  for  the  government,  and 
**  to  give  it  to  Radcliffe  and  others  to  farm. 
**  But  there  was  like  to  be  a  petition  from  the 
**  inhabitants  of  London  and  Weftminfter,  who 
*^  had  no  mind  to  be  Head.     There  was  a  pro- 
**  blem  about  the  dofes  of  purging  medicines 
publiihed  four  years  ago,  ihewing,  that  they 
ought  to  be  in  proportion  to  the  bulk  of  the: 
patient;  from  thence  Martin  endeavours  toi 
**  determine  the  queftion  about  the  weight  oM 
*'  the  antient  men,  by  the  dofes  of  phyfic  tha^ 
**  were  given  them.     One  of  the  befl  invention' 
*'  was  a  map  of  difeafes,  for  the  three  cavitie  ^ 
**  of  the  body,  and  one  for  the  external  parts 
*'  juft  like  the  foin"  quarters  of  the  world.   Thc^ 
the  great  difeafes  are  like  capital  cities,  witlJ 
their  fymptoms  all  like  ftreets  and  fuburb^ 
with  the  roads  that  lead  to  other  difeafes.    SI 
is  thicker  fet  with  towns,  than  any  Flandear* 
map  you  ever  faw.     Radcliffe  is  painted  ^i 
the  corner  of  the   map,  contending  for   iim^ 
**  univerfal  empire  of  this  world,  and  the  re  ^ 
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'*  Gaileronax  in  the  ilomach,  and  the  Plaftick 
*'  prince  in  the  organs  of  generation.  I  be- 
"  Kcve  I  could  make  you  laugh  at  the  explica- 
**  dpn  of  diftempers  from  the  wars  and  alliances 
^  of  diofe  princes ;  and  how  the  firft  minifter 
"  gets  the  better  of  his  miftrefs  Anima  Ratio- 

**  The  beft  is,  that  it  is  making  reprifals  upon 
"  the  politicians,  who  are  fure  to  allegorize  all 
"  the  animal  oeconomy  into  ftate  affairs.  Pope 
"  has  been  collecting  high  flights  of  poetry, 
"  which  are  very  good ;  they  are  to  be  fblemn 
•*  nonfenfe.  I  thought  upon  ihe  following  the 
**  Otlier  day,  as  I  was  going  into  my  coach,  the 
'*  4«ft  being  troiiblefome. 

**  The  duft  in  fmaller  particles  arofe 

**  Than  thofe,  which  fluid  bodies  do  compofe : 

**  Contraries  in  extrcams  do  often  meet, 

**  Twas  now  fo  dry,  that  you  might  call  it  wet. 

"  Ido  not  give  you  thefe  hints  to  divert  you, 
*  but  that  you  may  have  your  thoughts,  and 

wnrk  iinnn  thpm  *' 


but  that  you  ma^ 
'  work  upon  them.^ 


About  this  time,  in  the  year  1726,  our  au- 
^'ior  narrowly  efcaped  from  an  accident,  which 
^as  very  near  proving  fatal  to  liim,  as  he  was 
''^turning  home  from  a  vifit  in  a  friend's  cha- 
^ot,  which  on  gaffing  a  bridge  happened  to  be 
Overturned,  and  thrown  with  the  horfes  into 
^he  river.  The  glafles  w^ere  up,  and  he  not  able 
*o  break  them ;  fo  that  he  was  in  immediate 
P  a  danger 
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danger  of  drowning,  when  the  poflilion,  who 
had  jull  recovered  himfelf,  came  to  his  relief,  and 
after  breaking  the  glafs  which  was  uppermoft- 
took  him  out  and  carried  him  to  the  bank :  bui 
a  fragment  of  the  broken  glafs,  cut  one  of  hii 
hands  fo  dcfperateljr,  that  he  loft  the  ufe  of  twc 
of  his  Engers, 

To  this  account  he  refers  in  one  of  his  letten 
to  Dean  Swift,  dated  i6th  Nov,  1726,  when 
he  fays ; 

*'  My  two  leaf!  fingers  on  one  hand,  hanj 
**  impediments  to  the  others,  like  ufelefs  depen 
*'  dents  who  only  take  up  room,  and  never  ar^ 
'*  a£tive  or  affiftant  to  our  wants ;  I  fhali  neve 
"  be  much  the  better  for  them.*' 
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**  is  lacred.  I  hope.  Sir,  you  are  now  perfectly 
"  recovered,  really  your  accident  concerns  me 
"  as  much  as  all  the  difafters  of  a  mafter  ought 
"  toaffedl  his  fcholar.  I  am  fmcerely,  Sir,  with 
"  the  admiration  which  you  deferve, 

**  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

**  In  my  Lord  Bolingbroke's 
'^  iioufe,  Friday  at  noon* 

*'  Voltaire/* 

^  This  letter  may  enable  the  reader  to  pa^s  a 
judgment  on  that  elegant  account  publifhed  at 
*he  fame  time  in  Englifh,  by  this  ingenious 
^^'xenchman  *,  of  the  civil  wars  of  France,  the 
^ubjed  of  his  Henriad. 

Our 


.  *  It  is  much  to  be  lamented  that  this  lively  writer,  who 
*s  fo eminent  for  his  literary  abilities,  fliould  be  fliamefully 
deficient  In  the  moral  and  focial  virtues.  How  lightly  he 
'"cgarded  the  rules  of  decency,  and  the  dictates  of  faith  and 
*^Onour,  may  be  colledled  from  the  following  anecdotes — 

Mr.  Pope  told  one  of  his  moft  intimate  friends,   that  the 

poet  Voltaire  hadgot  fome  recommendation  to  him  when  k« 

came  to  England ;  and  that  the  firft  time  he  faw  him  w^s 

at  Twitenham,  where  he  kept  him  to  dinner.    Mrs.  Pope  (a 

inoft excellent  woman)  was  then   alive;   and  obferving  that 

this  ftranger,   who  appeared  to  be  entirely  emaciated,   h^d 

"oftomach,   (he  expreffed  her  concern  for  his  want  of  ap- 

P^^te ;  on  which  Voltaire  gave  fo  indelicate  and  brutal  an 

^^count  of  the  occafion  of  his  diforder,  contracted  in  Italy, 

^hat  the  poor  Lady  was  obliged  immediately  to  rife  from 

^able.     When  Mr.  Pope  related  this,   his  friend  aflccd  him 

*^^he  could  forbear  ordering  his  fervant  John  to  thruft  Vol- 

^**«"c  head  and  (houlders  out  of  his  houfe  :   he  refJied,  xhere 

^^  more  of  ignorance  in  this  conduit,  than  a  purpofed 

P  3  affront 
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Our  author  having  by  his  tranflation  of  Hom< 
and  other  works,  placed  himfelf  in  circumftanc 


afFront : That  Voltaire  came   into   England,    as  oth 

foreigners  do,  on  a  prepoflefRon,  that  not  only  all  religio 
but  ail  common  decency  of  morals,  was  loft  amongft  us. 

Mr.  Pope  faid  further,  that  Voltaire  was  a  (py  for  t 
court,  while  heftaid  in  England  :  of  which  he  gave  hisfrie; 
the  following  inftancc.  When  the  firft  Occafional  LfCtter 
Sir  R.  Walpolecame  out  (by  which  circumfiance  the  read 
may  collect  ihe  time  of  Voltaire's  voyage  hither)  he  ma 
Mr.  Pope  a  vifit  at  Twitenham  ;  and  walking  with  bim 
his  garden,  he  faid,  Pope,  this  occafional  Letter  alarms  t 
court  extremely.  It  is  finely  written.  As  you  converfe  mu 
with  tnc  bcft  pens  convcrfant  in  public  oufinefs,  you  mi 
know   the   author.     You   may  fafely  tell  this  fecret  to 
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of  affluence,  he  was  now  at  liberty  to  follow  the 
true  bent  of  his  genius. 

The  independence  of  his  fortune  did  not  make 
him  negligent  of  his  fame,  nor  unmindful  in 
the  duty  which  he  owed  to  fociety,  in  the  appli- 
cation of  thofe  talents,  which  nature  had  fo 
bountifully  beftowed  upon  him. 

His  natural  benevolence  fuggeiited  to  him  that 
he  could  not  better  ferve  the  intereft  of  fociety^ 
than,  as  himfelf  exprefles  it,  by  wdting  a  faool; 
to  bring  mankind  to  look  upon  this  Ufe  mitijL 
comfoit  and  pleafure ;  and  .put  morality  ^  good 
Juunour. 

With  this  amiable  difpofition,  he  applied  his 
poetical  talepts  to  compofe  the  .treatife,  intitled 
^tlffay  on  Man;  ia  w:hich  he  .e^oibrced  the 
iDoft  important  mpral.ajud  religious  tr^itljis,  i;nth 
all  the  logical  method  of  argument,  and  ^m>- 
.bdlii(hed  them  with  all  the  gr.acqs  and  orp^pents 
of  ek^ant  and  harmonioys  cooipofitjkm* 

Our  author  himfelf,  with  decent  pride,  cla.in\s 
themcjdt  of  this  laudable  exertion  of  his  tjalcints, 

where  he  fays,  in  his  epiftle  to  Arbuthnot — 

**  '«■■■.■•■. 

Gghtly  of  fome  of  the  moft  eminent  writers  in  this  country  : 
■pstaicjilarly  of  Milton.  It  is  well  known,  that  while  this 
very  ingenious  and  fprightly  freethinker  was  in  England,  the 
^ling  fubjed  of  his  converfation  was  Milton  ;  whom  be 
once  tookoccaiion  to  abufe  for  his  Epifode  of  D^ath  and  Sin. 
Whereupon  a  ceruin  wit  turned  the  laugh  againft  him,  by 
lhe;foUowiug  finsirt  impromptu : 

•    **  Tbpu.art.fo  witty,  wicked,  and  fo  thin, 
•*  Thou  ferv*ft  atoncefor  Mjlton,  Death,  and  Sin." 

P  4  ''  That 
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<*  That  not  in  Fancy's  nuze  Bc.iMiidc^ 

"  But  floop'd  to  truth,  and  mon£zM^  ibne.*^ 

Which,  as  the  learned  Editor  remarlra^.may  be 
faid   no  lefs  in  commendation  a£  hu^Uierarji 

thanof  hisw^r^j/charadei:, 

Mr.  Pope's  fagacity  fix)n  led  him/to  diibovei 
vrhere  his  fuperior  excellence  lay;  aiui>  being 
naturally  of  a  devout  and  moral  caft  of  nund; 
he  found  this  work  fb  hap{nly  ada^»d-  to  Us 
genius,  that  he  even  complained  of  i|a.  being 
too  eafy,  as  we  learn  fron\  a  .letter|  addnofled  In 
Lord  Bolingbroke  to  Dean  Swift,'  whereiiL.  hd 
Lordfhip  fay$ ^ 

**  Bid  him  (Pope)  talk  to  you  of  the  work 
'^  he  is  about ;  it  is  a  fine  one^  and  will  be  in 
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Mr.  Pope  has  indeed  permitted  Lord  Boling- 
broke  to  be  confidered  by  the  public,  as  his  phi^ 
Icfopher  and  guide  :  and  in  their  converfations 
refpeding  the  impious  complaints  againft  provi- 
dence, on  account  of  the  unequal  diftribution 
of  things,  natural  and  moral,  in  the  prefent 
fjrftem,  they  agreed,  that  fuch  complaints  were 
moft  commodioufly  anfwered  on  the  Platonic 
principle  of  the  best. 

This  encouraged  our  poet  to  philofophize,  and 
the  fruits  of  his  fpeculations  are  to  be  found  in 
this  celebrated  Effay ;  in  which,  if  you  will 
take  his  Lordfhip's  word.  Pope  was  fo  far  from 
putting  his  profe  in  verfe,  (as  has  been  invidi- 
oufly  fuggefted)  that  he  put  Pope's  verfe  into 
profc. 

It  i$  obfervable,  that  they  agreed  in  the  prin- 
dple,  that  whatever  isj  is  right :  and  Mr.  Pope 
thought  they  had  agreed  in  the  queftion  to  which 
tjiis  principle  was  to  be  applied.  But  time  has 
fincc  fhewn  that  they  differed  very  widely  :  and, 
to  ftate  this  difference  with  greater  fulnefs  and 
perfpicuity,  it  is  proper  to  confider  againft  whom 
they  write. 

Mr.  Pope's  EJ/ay  on  Man  is  a  real  vindication 
of  providence  againft  libertines  and  atheifts ; 
who  quarrel  with  the  prefent  conftitution  of 
^ngs,  and  deny  a  future  ftate.  To  thefe  he 
^fwers,  that  ^whatever  isj  is  right ;  and  he 
^gns  this  reafon,  that  ive/ee  only  a  part  of  the 
^^ral  fyftenh    and  not  the  nibolc.     Therefore 

thefe 
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thefe  irregularides  ierving  to  gr^  puipofi 
fuch  as  the  fuller  maniferatiDO  of  Go4*«  (Sm 
nefs  and  judice^  they  are  right. 

On  the  other  hand.  Lord  Bolii^MllDe's  dBb 
are  a  pretended  ▼ittdkatioa  of  f^o^degBuae  i^u 
an  imaginary  con&deiacj  hetween  divhiff  V 
atheijis ;  who  ufe  a  common  priooffe,  flap(d 
the  irregularities  of  God! $  moral gofveimm^  An 
for  different  ends  and  purpofes;  the' one* 
eikblifh  z  future  Jlatc\  the  otiier,  Id  diibo 
the  ^riif^  cf  a  God. 

His  Lordfliip,   who  oppofes  tliek  4ifiae 

conclufionsy  ^endeavours  to  orerthrow  tluiir  «oi 
mon  principle,    h^  his  iriendV  ra^^Dy    ll 

nvhatever  z/,  is  right  \  not  becaufe  the  preil 
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reply,  that  ^ivbattver  is^  is  rigbt^   is,  .in  him, 
ioc^pertment. 

In  a  iprord,  the  poet  direds  it  againft  atheifb 
and  libertines,  in  iupport  of  religion,  properly 
So  called ;  the  |)haloropher,  againft  divines,  ia 
fupport  of  reti{;ion,  iiapropcrly  fo  called,  namely 
Naturalism;  and  the  fucceis  is  anfwerable. 
Mr.  Pope\  argument  is  manly,  fyftematical 
«nd  coaviiiciDg :  Lord  Bolingbroke^s,  ooofufedy 
prevaidcating  Juod  inconfiftent. 

Lord  Bolingbroke,  however,  to  the  laft,  ftand<« 
ing  in  awe  of  his  friend's  piety  and  virtue,  en- 
des?oiired  to  cosxreai  his  true  principles  from 
4itm :  and  he  impofed  upon  him,  in  this  re- 
ipcd,  fo  effeauaify,  that  Mr.  Pope  would  not 
credit  any  tlung  that  tended  to  undeceive  hinu 

A  few  days  before  Mr.  Pope's  death,  he 
would  be  carried  to  London,  to  dine  with  Mr. 
Murray  in  lincoln's-Inn  Fields,  wliom  he  loved 
with  the  fondnefs  of  a  father ;  and  he  was  foli- 
citous  that  Lord  Bolingbroke  and  Mr.  Warbur ton, 
the  prcfent  Bifhop  of  Gloucefter,  fhould  be  of  the 
party. 

Some  time  before,  Mr.  Warburton  being  with 
Mr.  Pope  at  Twitenham,  Mr.  Hook  came  in 
and  told  them,  he  had  fupped  the  night  before 
at  Batterfea  with  Lord  Bolingbroke  ;  when  hi^ 
Lordfhip  in  converfation  advanced  the  ftrangeft 
notions  concerning  the  moral  attributes  of  the 
Deity,  which  amounted  to  an  exprefs  denial  of 
ihem.    This  account  gave  Mr.  Pope  much  un- 

eafiaefst 
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eafinefs,  and  he  told  Mr.  Hook,  with  fome 
peevifli  heat,  that  he  was  fure  he  was  miflakeu* 
The  other  replied  as  warmly,  that  he  thought 
he  had  fenfe  enough  not  to  miftake  a  man  whc 
fpoke  plainly,  and  in  a  language  he  underflood 
Here  the  matter  dropped ;  but  Mr.  Pope  was 
fo  fhockcd  at  this  imputation,  that  he  did  no 
reft  till  he  had  alked  Lord  Bolingbroke  whether 
Mr*  Hook  was  not  miflaken.  Lord  Bolihgbrok. 
aflured  him  Mr.  Hook  mifunderftood  him.  Thii 
aflurance,  Mr.  Pope,  with  great  pleafure,  ac 
quainted  Mr.  Warburton  with,  the  next  time  he 
faw  him. 


Both  Lord  Bolingbroke  and  Mr.  Pope  were 
full  of  this  matter,  that  at  dinner  at  Mr.  Mu 
ray's,    the  convcrfation,    among  other   tiling 
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But  though  his  Lordfliip  thought  fit  to  keep 
Ills  principles  fecret  from  his  friend,  as  well  as 

from 


of  the  triumvirate,  as  he  calls  them.  Dr.  Arbuthnof,  was 
above  the  impofition,  as  never  doubting  of  his  Lordfliip's 
principles,  and  efteeming  him  accordingly.     Dr.  Swift  hav* 
ing  heard  fpmething  of  the  licentioufnefs  of  his  opinions^ 
with  the  afFedlion  of  a  friend,   that  does  honour  to  his  me- 
mory, had  told  him  what  he  heard,    in  a  manner  which 
fhcwed  he  gave  credit  to  it.     His  Lordlhip,  in  a  letter,  dated 
September  12th,  1724,  replies  in  thcfe  words. — "  I  muft, 
^^  on  this  occafion,  fet  you  right  as  to  an  opinion,  which  I 
**  fhould  be  very  forty  to  have  you  entertain  concerning  me» 
•*  The  term  ejpritfort^  in  Englifh,  freethinker,  is,  accord- 
*^  ing  to  my  obfervation,  ufually  applied  to  them  whom  I 
•*  look  upon  to  be  the  pefls  ofjeciety :  becaufe  their  endea- 
^'  vours  arc  dire<91y  to  loofen  the  bands  of  it,  and  to  take 
^  at  leaft  one  curb  out  of  the  mouth  of  that  wild  beaft  man  ; 
^  when  it  would  be  well,  if  be  was  checked  by  half  a  fcore 
**  others. —  if  indeed,   by  ifprit  fort^    or   freethinker,  you 
**  mean  a  man  who  makes  a  free  ufe  of  his  reafon,  who 
*^  fearches  after  truth  without  pafTion  or  prejudice,  and  ad« 
*^  heres  inviolably  to  it ;  you  mean  a  wife  and  honeft  man  ; 
•*  \xsAfucha  one  as  I  labour  to  be. — Such  freet hi niers  as  thefo, 
**  lam  fure  you  cannot,  in  your  apo/ioiical CAp^city,  difap- 
*'  prove  :  For  fmce  the  truth  of  the  divine  revelation  of  Chrijli^ 
**  amty  is  as  evident  as  matters  offaSf^  on  the  belief  of  which  fo 
**  naub  difendsy  ought  to  be^  and  agreeable  to  all  our  ideas  ofjuf-^ 
•*  tia ;    tbefe  freethinkers  mujl  needs  be  Chri/iians  on  the  befl 
^^  fuundation  ;    on  that  which   St.  Paul   himfelf  eftablifhed, 
**  I  think  it   was   St.   Paul,    omnia  probate ^  quod  bonum  eft 
*'  timti^*     This  was  in  1724  ;   but  vice  proceeded,    as  the 
poetbys,  with  fuch  giant  ttrides,  that  in  1732,  that  incom- 
puable  man.  Dr.  Arbuthnot,  writes  thus  to  Swift—**  My 
**  neighbour,  the  profe-man,  is  wifer,  and  more  cowardly 
*^  and  defpairing  than  ever.    He  talks  me  into  a  fit  of  vapours 
**  —I  dream  at  night  of  a  chain  and  rowing  in  the  gallie?. 
**  But  thank  God  he  has  not   taken  from  me  the  freedom  I 
**  have  been  accuftomcd  to  in  my  difcourfe  (even  with  the 
**  gitatcft  pexfons  to  whom  I  have  accef^)  in  defending  the 
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from  the  public  ;  yet,  after  the  prodigious  fticrz 
cefs  pf  the  EJfay  on  Math  he  ungeneroiifly  ufe^ 
la  make  the  poet,  then  alive  and  at  his  devotional 
the  frequent  topic  of  ridicule  among  their  con^-^ 
men  acquaintance,  as  a  man  who  nnderftoc^z 
nothing  of  his  own  principles*  nor  faw  to  wh^ 
they  naturally  led. 

I 
While  things  were  in  this  ftate,  M.  de  Cro*^ 

fax  wrote  fome  malignant  and  abfurd  Rfmai 

on  the  E£ay  on  Manj  accufing  it  of  Spinoai^H 

and  Naturalifm,  &c.     Thefe  Remarks,  by  ac«ac: 

dent,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  author  of  t^  i 

Divine Legat ion f  &c.  and  mere  refentment  agaiz^KJ 

an  ilUnatured  caviller,  induced  him  towriti^^ 

defence  of  theory?  epifile^  which  being  well  ^■'e- 

celved,  he  applied  hinifelf  to  defend  the  reft,     ^^ 

the  fame  principles  of  natural  and  revealed  r^r^Ji- 

gion,  againft  the  blundering  mifreprefentatic^iw 

of  the  Swifs  philofopher,  and  of  a  certain  Frerm  ch 

tranflator  of  the  Eflay  in  verfe,    by  whom  3Mi 

de  Croufaz  had  been  frequently  mifled.. 
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The  obfcurity  of  the  poem  made  a  comment 
the  more  neceflary ;  and  Mr.  Pope,  who  wa$ 
naturally  on  the  fide  of  religion,  embraced  the 
fenfc  given  to  the  effay,  with  the  utmoft  plea- 
fime  and  latiftfadion  f. 

It  cannot  be  fuppofed,  however,  that  his  Lord- 
fhip  took  the  fame  delight  in  feeing  his  pupil 
thus  reafoned  out  of  his  hands  ;  or,  what  was 
worfe,  in  feeing  him  republifli  *  his  effay  with 
a  defence,  which  put  the  poem  on  the  fide  of 
religion,  and  the  poet  out  of  the  neceffity  of 
fupporting  himfelf  on  his  Lordfhip's  fyftem, 
when  he  (hould  condefcend  to  impart  it  to  him: 
or,  what  was  word  of  all,  in  feeing  him,  at  the 
commentator^s  inftance,  reftore  a  great  number 
of  the  bed  and  moft  fublime  lines,  ftruck  out  of 
the  manufcript,  which  no  longer  left  his  reli- 
gious fentiments  equivocal. 


**  ofDorfet  faid  to  me  on  the  occafion,  concerning  the  ppt- 
*^  nion  of  a  judge  here  who  knows  you,  and  told  him,  that 
*^  OD  the  firft  reading  thefe  Eflays,  he  was  much  pleafed, 
**  but  found  fome  lines  a  little  dark  ;  on  the  fecond,  moft  of 
^  then  cleared  up,  arid  his  pleafure  encreafed  ;  on  the  third, 
^  he  had  no  doubts  remaining,  and  that  he  admired  the 
*•  whole/' 

t  Thb  appears  from  the  letters  he  wrote  to  tlic  learned  com- 
mentator on  that  occafion,  wherein  he  candidly  acknowledge© 
tke  obfcurity  of  the  piece,  and,  among  other  things,  fays, — 
**  You  have  made  my  fyftem  as  clear  as  I  ought  to  have 
*  done,  ,and  could  not :  you  underfland  me  as  well  as  Idj 
**  nyfelfy  but  you  exprefs  me  better  than  I  could  myfelf/' 

•  This  poem  was  republiOicd  in  the  year  1740,  with  the 

^  With 
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With  refpedt  to  this  cflay,  i*  is  pcfl 
moft  concife  and  perfedt  fyftem  of  ethic 
language  :  it  is  one  of  the  defiderata  wh 
Bacon  has  marked  out  in  his  de  augmeth 
tiarumy  a  work  which,  as  will  be  fhe 
author  feems  to  have  bad  in  his  eye  thrc 
But  it  would  be  needlefs  to  detain  th 
with  a  particular  analyfis  of  this  treatifi 
delign,  method  and  end  of  this  work, 
and  accurately  explained  and  illuftratec 
excellent  commentary  fubjoined  to  it* 

Neverthelefs,  as  it  is  propofed  not  onli 
the  hiftory  of  our  author,  but  likewii 
tique  on  his  writings,  fo  much  notice 
taken  of  the  conduft  of  this  eflav,  as  n: 
to  exemplify  its  moft  capital  beauties 
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»^01)ferve  how  fyftem  into  fyftcm  runs, 
^^V^iHiat  other  planets  circle  other  funs^ 
**  What  vary'd  Being  peoples  ev'ry  ftar, 
**  May  tell  why  Heav'n  has  made  us  as  we 


"  are. 


"  But  of  this  frame,  the  bearings  and  fhc  ticSf 
"  The  ftrong  connections,  nice  dependencies, 
"  Gradations  juft,  has  thy  pervading  foul 
"  Looked  thro*  ?    or  can  a  part  contain  the 

''  whole  ? 
**  //  the  great  chaiuj  that  draivs  all  to  agree^ 
"And  drawn  fuppprts,   upheld  by  God,  or 

"thee?*' 

Thefe  noble  and  phiiofophic  fentiments  arc 
enforced  with  fuch  ftrength  of  reafoning  stnd 
|fignity  of  expreflioa,  4s  at  once  to  awe  the 
wnpious  and  check  the  prefumptuous,  who  dairr 
tofcrutinize  and  arraiga  the  wifdom  and  jtiiuvr 
of  the  divine  difpenlations. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  however,  that  tiit  jLi^ 
JHarked  in  Italics,  fhould  make  a  part  '£  •zxz 
foregoing  ex  trad.  It  is  tlie  moll  hcarr,  W^^ld, 
and  unpoetical  of  any  perhaps  tliat  <:vty  ta-j^ptd 
from  our  author's  pen :  and  the  c:};^vt  /^ 
Itfore  the  verb,  is  unpardonable  ** 


*  It  has  been  obfcrvcd,  ncvcrthclcfs^  irr  ttie  y.Ki^*  ;;  Tv/:/ 
rf  Gloucciler,  one  di  the  cnoft  acute  c*rtiirj  rf  tu;-:  v  a'.r 
*ge,  that  the  flowncfs  of  the  line  here  o:y*5t^c  to.  ♦*•,  v^r- 
^H^  piirpoicly  intcndctl  to  exprcfi  In  u»?  icntf*^  t/y?  T;/^. 
^*^u^h  powerful  oper^iiofis  01  proiidcaic,  to  zut,  ^r^a:  ' :- - 
^■pomtcJ  out. 
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Having  exjpofed  the  abfurdity  of  pryiiij 
the  manner  in  which  God  conduds  this  woi 
ful  fyftem,  he  proceeds  to  fhew  that  fuch  k 
ledge,  if  attainable^  would  be  injurious  t 
happinefs,  which  he  proves  by  the  folic 
ftrong  and  beautiful  exemplifications. 


Heav'n  from  all  creatures  hides  the  be 

"  fate, 
All  but  the  page  prefcribM,  their  p 

"  ftate  : 
From   brutes  what  men,  from  men 

"  fpirits  know : 
Or  who  could  fufFer  Being  here  below  i 
The  lamb  thy  riot  dooms  to  bleed  to-d 
Had  he  thy  Reafon,  would  he  fkip  and 
PleasM  to   the  laft,  he  crops  the  fl 
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tDwhomalTo  nature  hath  given  this  commoa 
hoj^oi  mankind* 

**  Lo,  the  poor  Indian  !  whofe  untutored  min4 
"  Seps  God  in  clouds,  or  hears  him  in  the 

"  wind ; 
"JHii  foul,  proud  Sciejice  never  taught  toftray 
^  Far  as  the  folar  walk,  or  milky  way ; 
**  Yet  fimple  Natiu-e  to  his  hope  has  giv'n, 
**  Behind  the  cloud-topt    hiU»   an   humbler 

"  heav*n ; 
**  Some  fafer  world  in  depth  of  woods  embraced, 
**  Some  happier  ifland  in  the  watry  wafte ; 
"  Where  flaves  once  more  their  native  land 

''  behold, 
^  No  fiends  torment,  no  CSiriftians  third  fop 

"  gold. 
**  To  Be,  contents  his  natural  defire, 
**  He  afks  no  AngePs  wing,  no  Seraph's  fire  j 
"  But  thinks,  admitted  to  that  equal  Iky, 
**  His  faithful  dog  flxall  bear  him  company/^ 

The  fimplicity,  humility  and  humanity  of 
(he  poor  Indian  are  admirably  pixftured  in  thefe 
"nes,  of  which  the  fine  verfification  is  perhaps 
^  Icaft  beauty.  There  is  fomething  exquifitely 
plaintive  and  pathetic  in  his  humble  hope  for 
^^i fafer  world.,  w^here  flaves  may  once  more 
Hold  their  native  land ;  and  in  the  next  line, 
^hc  poet  has  with  great  addrefs  turned  his  in- 
dignant fatire  againft  the  diabolical  barbarities 
praftifed  on  that  part  of  our  fpecies,  who  only 
differ  from  us  in  complexion  :  while  they  who 
^.ave  and  torment    them,  are  no   more  like 
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men»  than  they  are  like  Chriftians-  Ou 
calls  them  Chriftians,  to  fhew  their  cruell 
more  aff citing  light*  Satire  never  cuts  fo  k 
as  when  humanity  givea  it  an  edge  "f- 

Our  author  havings  in  the  next  place, 
the  fource  of  moral  evil,  vphich  proceeds 
the  abufe  of  man's  freewill,  he  then  Jhev 
way  of  analogy,  that  it  tends  to  the  good 
univerfe,  in  like  manner  as  natural  evil  te: 
the  good  of  this  globe. 

**  If  plagues  or  earthquakes  break  not  He 

"  defign, 
*'  Why  then  a  Borgia^  or  a  Catiline  ? 
**  Who  knows  but  He,  whofe  hand  the 

*^  ning  forms, 
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Hie  folly  of  man's  wifliing  for  vifionary  ad- 
vantages, noc  adapted  to  hi$  nature,   is  next 

**The  blifs  of  Man  (could  Pride  that  blefling 

•*  find) 
"  Is  not  to  ad  or  think  beyond  mankind  ; 
**  No  pow'rs  of  body  or  of  foul  to  fliare, 
^  But  wbat  hk  nature  and  his  ftate  can  bear^  , 
**  Why  has  not  Man  a  microfcopic  Eye  ? 
^  For  this  plain  reafon,  Man  is  not  a  Fly. 
**  Say  what  the  ufe,  were  finer  optics  giv^n,  . 
^  T*  mfpeO:  a  xnite,    not  comprehend   the 

«heaVn? 
"  Or  touch,  if  tremblingly  ;^live  *11  o'er, 
^  To  finart  and  agonize  at  ev'ry  pore  ? 
"  Or  quick  effluvia  darting  thro'  the  brain, 
**  Die  of  a  rofe  in  aromatic  pain  ? 
^  ^*  If  Nature  thunder'd  in  his  opening  ears, 
'^And  ftunn'd  him  with  the  roidic  of  the 

**  fphereiB, 
**  How  would  he  wifli  that  Heav'n  had  left 

*/  him  ftiU 
**  The  whifp'riflg  Zephyr,  and  the  purling 

"  rill  ? 
**  Who  finds  not  Providence  all  good  and  wife, 
*^  Alike  in  what  it  gives,  and  what  denies  ?" 

Wijh  what  fprightly  raillery,  with  what  ex- 
9^ifite  imagination,  has  the  poet  fidiculed  the 
^^furdity  of  thofe  difcontented  mortals,  who 
^Vct  fuperfluous,  nay  pernicious  endowments  ? 
*^e  whole  paflage  is  fo  animated,  fo  ornate  arid 
jP^tipal,  that  it  is  with  regret  we  point  out  any 

0^3  iinper- 
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impeffeaion  In  it.  Neverthelefs,  a^  the  Icair 
commentator  has  remarked,  the  illuftraiti 
drawn  from  the  mufic  of  the  fpheres,  is  certati 
mifplaced,  as  the  precifion  of  philofophical  ; 
gument  required  the  poet  to  employ  the  r 
objeds  of  fenfe  only. 

The  poet  farther  fhews  that  the  indulging 
Inan's  extravagant  defires  would  not  only 
ufclcfs  and  injurious  to  him,  but  that  it  woi 
break  into  the  order  of  the  creation,  wherein 
fyftems  and  beings,  from  the  higheft  to  1 
lowcft,  are  conne^ed  as  by  a  link  or  chain ;  a 
that  the  leaft  confufion  in  one  fyftem,  Would 
attended  with  the  deftruflion  of  the  who 
which  hp  illuflrates  by  the  following  fuhli 
pafliige. 
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vidual.  The  poet  here  recommends  the  ftudy 
ofmankindi  and  fhews  the  imperfect  ftate  of 
the  hoQuuat  underftanding  with  regard  to  the 
bowledge  of  ourfelves.  He  represents  man  as 
doubting  and  wavering  between  the  objeds  of 
right  and  wrong. 

^  With  too  much  knowledge  for  the  Sceptic 
"  fide, 

**With  too  much  weaknefs  for  the  Stoic's 
"  pride, 

•*  He  hangs  between ;  in  doubt  to  a£t,  or  reft; 

^  In  doubt  to  deem  himfelf  a  God,  or  Bead  ; 

**  In  doubt  his  Mind  or  Body  to  prefer ; 

'*  Btorn  but  to  die,  apd  reasoning  but  to  err ; 

**  Alike  in  ignoramce,  his  reafon  fuch, 
*'  Whether  he  thinks  too  little,  or  too  much  t 
**  Chaos  ofThought  and  Paflion,  all  confused  j 
*'  Still  by  himfelf  abus'd,  or  dif-abus-d  ; 
*'  Created  half  to  rife,  and  half  to  fall ; 
^*  Great  Lord  of  all  things,  yet  a  prey  to  all ; 
*'  Sole  judge  of  truth,  in  endlefs  error  hurlM  : 
.  "  The  glory,  jeft,  and  riddle  of  the  world  !'' 

Nothing  can  be  njore  animated,  more  pointed, 
ftnd  at  the  fame  time  more  juft,  than  tliis  defcrip- 
tion  of  man's  imperfed:  ftate,  ^Vith  refpedt  to 
^he  knowledge  of  himfelf,  which  is  of  all  others 
Ae  moft  difficult :    For  to  whatever  extent  he 
'^ay  ftretch  his  underftanding  in  other  fciences, 
y^t  in  the  knowledge  of  his  own  nature,  he 
"^Ul  neceflarily  be  more  limited,  as  the  inter- 
vention of  the  paflions  will  check  and  impede 
^*>«  operations  of  his  reafon. 

jC^4  There 
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There  are,  as  the  poet  obferves,  two  priM^ 
ciplea  in  human  nature^  Stif-love  and  H^o/ot^b 
of  which  the  dillin^  offices  are  explained. 

Self-love  is  the  fpring  of  aftion;  Region  tEzm< 

balance  which  governs  it- — »^— 

**  Moft  ftrength  the  moving  principle  requires  ^ 
'*  Adive  its   tafkj   it   prompts,    impels,   in-* 

*'  (pires, 
*^  Sedate  and  quiet,  the  comparing  lies, 
*^  Form'd  but  to  check,  delib'rate,  and  advifet 
*'  Self-love  ftill  ftronger,  as  its objeds  nigh; 
**  Rcafon's  at  diftance,  and  in  profpe£l  lie  : 
**  That  tecs  immediate  good  by  prefent  fenfe ; 
**  Kciilbn^  the  future  and  the  confequence  */* 
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**  Gmtraded  alU  retiring  to  the  breaft ; 
**  But  ftrcngth  of  mind  is  Exercife,  not  Reft  : 
**  The  lifing  tcmpeft  puts  in  a£t  the  foul, 
"  Parts  it  may  ravage,  but  preferves  the  wholc^ 
•*  On  life's  vaft  ocean  diverfely  we  (ailj 
**  Reafon  the  card,  but  pailion  is  the  gale  fj 
*'  Not  God  alone  in  the  ftill  calm  we  find, 
**  He  mounts  the  ftorm,  and  walks  upon  the 
^  wind/* 

Perhiips  ftrcngth  of  reafoning  and  harmony 
of  numbers  were  never  more  happily  united 
thzn  in  the  foregoing  extract ;  and  the  image, 
l>7  which  the  truth  of  the  argument  is  illuftrated 
ixi  the  two  concluding  lines^  is  as  fublime  as 
J^try  cjm  ej^prefs. 

Nor  are  the  fucceeding  lines  lefs  poetical  or 
3  lift,  wherein  our  author  remarks,  that  though 
•"11  the  pgdlions,  in  their  turn,  influence  the 
li.unian  raind,  yet  there  is  one  mafter  pajjion^ 
"iwhich,  in  the  end,  over-powejrs  and  abforbs  th? 
jrcft.        r 

**  Plcafures  are  ever  in  our  hands  or  eyes ; 

**  And  when,  in  aft,  they  ce^fe,  in  profpedl^ 

«  rife : 
**  Prefent  to  grafp,  and  future  ftill  to  find, 
**  The  whole  employ  of  body  and  of  mind. 


+  ♦•  The  mindf"  fays  Lord  Bacon,  **  would  be  tempe- 
faue  and  flayed,  if  the  aife^lions,  as  winds,  did  not  put 
u  iatQ  tuinuU  and  perturbationr " 

♦*All 
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**  All  fpread  their  charmst  but  diarm  not  all 

"  alike ; 
**  On  difFVent  fenfes  difF'rent  objcds  ftrike ; 
'*  Hence  difF'rent  Paflions  more  or  lefs  inBame^ 
**  As  ftrong  or  weak,  the  organs  of  the  frame  j 
**  And  hence  one  mafitr  poffmn  *  in  the  brcaft, 
**  Like  Aaron^s  ferpent,  fwallows  up  the  reft*** 

Thefe  truths  are  fo  forcibly  and  beaotifuily 
conveyed,  that  at  the  fame  time  we  are  con^ 
vinced  by  the  fentiments,  we  are  charmed  with 
the  exprefTions.  Nor  is  the  poet  lefs  happy  in 
explaining  the  growth  of  the  ruUng  paiTion. 

*^  Nature  its  mother.  Habit  f  is  Its  nurfe ; 
*'  Wit,  Spirit,  Faculties,  but  make  it  worfc ; 

«<  Reafon 
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••  ReafoQ  itfelf  but  gives  it  edge  and  pow'r ; 
**  As  Heav'n^s  bleft  beam  turns  vinegar  more 

But  the  poet  rifes  with  his  fubjed,  till  he  leads 
\  into  extacy.  Speaking  of  the  inefficacy  of 
tfon  to  controul  the  ruling  paiTion,  he  fkys, 

**  We,  wretched  fubje&s,  tho*  to  lawful  fway, 
"  In  this  weak  queen,  fome  fav 'rite  ftill  obey : 
"  Ah  !  if  fhe  lend  not  arms,  as  well  as  rules, 
"  What  can  fhe  more  than  tell  us  we  are 

«  fools  ? 
'*  Teach  us  to  mourn  our  Nature,  not  to  mend, 
•*  A  fharp  accufer,  but  a  helplefs  friend  ! 
**  Or  from  a  judge  turn  pleader,  to  perfuade 
'*  The  choice  we  make,  or  juftify  it  made  j 
*•  Proud  of  an  eafy  conqueft  all  along, 
^  She   but  removes   weak  Paffions  for  the 

•*  fbrong  * : 
^  So,  when  finall  humours  gather  to  a  gout, 
**  The  dodor  fancies  he  has  driven  them  out.'* 


known  j  b  that  I  JImU  be  free.  So  fbould  a  female 
friend  of  ours  t ;  but  habit  is  her  Goddefs^  I  wifli  I  could 
not  fay  worfe,  her  tyrant :  fht  not  only  obfysy  but  fuffers 
under  her :  and  reafon  and  frienddiip  plead  in  vain.  Out 
of  hell,  and  out  of  habit,  there  is  no  redemption.'* 

•  It  IS  of  fpecial  ufe  in  morality,  as  Lord  Bacon  obfcrves, 
let  aflfcaion  againft  affedion^  and  endeavour  to  matter 
«  ptlBon  by  another,  as  we  huilt  beaft  with  bcaft,  &c. 


f  Meaning  Mrs.  Blount. 

2  There 
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There  isfomethmg  in  thefe  lines  inexpreflTbly 
plain tiTe  and  affefling-  They  come  home  to 
every  man's  bofom ;  and  while  we  admire  ihetn 
as  beautiful,  we  figh  to  own  them  juft,  Ne\'er- 
theiefs,  I  will  be  free  to  remark,  that  their  effed 
is  in  feme  meafure  weakened,  by 'the  levity  of 
the  illuftration  in  the  two  laft  lines.  It  muft  be 
confefTed  that  it  is  fprightlyi  but  it  draws  the 
mind  too  fuddenly  from  grave  to  gay,  which 
Cannot  be  endured  without  violence  and  dilgiift. 

The  poet  obferves,  that  though  reafon  cannot 
overthrow  the  ruling  paflion,  it  is  never  theiefs 
her  office  to  rectify  it,  and  foraetimes  to  engraft 
our  ruling  virtue  upon  it : 


a 


See  anger,  zeal  and  fortitude  fupply ; 


d 
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bappily  conceived,  and  fo  admirably  fuflained, 
diat  our  eyes,  for  a  moment,  are  dazzled  with- 
Ac  deceitful  fplendor  of  a  gaudy  evanefcent 
fcene. 

In  the  third  epiftle,  the  nature  and  ftate  of 
man  is  confidered  with  refpeft  to  fociety.  Here 
the  author,  in  a  ibrain  of  harmonious  and  fublime 
poetry,  (hews  the  clofe  connexion  between  each 
being  in  the  univerfe,  all  fervedi  and  ferving— 


**  Has  God,  thou  fool !  worked  folely  for  thy 

"  good, 
•*  Thy  joy,  thy  paftime,  thy  attire,  thy  food  ? 
**  Who  for  thy  table  feeds  the  wanton  fawn, 
•*  For  him  as  kindly  fpread  the  flow'ry  lawn : 
'^  Is  it  for  thee  the  lark  afcends  and  fmgs  ? 
"  Joy  tunes  his  voice,  joy  elevates  his  wings. 
**  Is  it  for  thee  the  linnet  pours  his  throat  ? 
**  Loves  of  his  own  and  raptures  fwell  the  note. 
**  The  bounding  fteed  you  pompoufly  beftridc, 
**  Shares  with  his  lord  the  pleafure  and  the 

**  pride. 
"  Is  thine  alone  the  feed  that  ftrews  the  plain  ? 
*•  The  birds  of  Heav'n  fhall  vindicate  their 

"  grain. 
**  Thine  the  full  harveft  of  the  golden  year  ? 
**  Part  pays,  and  juftly,  the  deferving  fteer  : 
**  The  hog,  that  plows  not,  nor  obeys  thy  call, 
"  lives  on  the  labours  of  this  Lord  of  all.'* 

The  author  then  (hews  the  difference  between 
^Ic  happinefs  of  animal  and  of  human  life.  The 
«>Bc  coulilling  in  the  improvement  of  the  mind* 

i!> 


is  to  be  procured  by  rcafon  only ;  die  olhe^.  | 
conilftiiig  in  the  gratification  of  fcnfc,  is  be/| 
promoted  by  xnftind»  which,  with  regard  to  itf 
regular  and  conftant  operation,  has  the  advan-« 
tage  over  reafon 

**  And  Reafon  raiie  o*er  Iniliii£t  m  you  can, 
"  In  this  ■  tis  God  direfte,  in  that  'tis  ManJ* 


The  inftances  by  which  the  author  exempli- 
fies this  divine  direftion,  are  happily  feledled, 
and  exprefled  with  great  harmony  and  dignity. 

**  Who  taught  the  nations  of  the  field  and 

*'  wood 
"  To  fhun  their  poifoni  and  tochufe  their  food  ? 
'*  Prefcient,  the  tides  or  tempefts  to  withiland, 

*^  Rmlfl    nn     th#^   "wravp^     nr  arrh     hpnpatK    fh^ 
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The  poet,  'having  defcribed  the  power  of  in- 
ftind  in  promoting  the  happinefs  of  the  Indivi-^ 
dual  and  of  the  Kind^  he  proceeds  to  (hew,  that 
all  thefc  being  parts  of  a  whole,  God 

" The  Whole  toblefs, 

**  On  mutual  Wants  built  mutual  Happinefs.** 

This  leads  him  to  illuftrate  the  original  of 
fociety,  both  natural  and  cmiL  In  oppofition 
to  Hobbs,  he  reprefents  the  ftate  of  nature  as  a 
ftate  of  peace  and  innocence,  of  which  he  gives 
the  following  beautiful  defcription* 

"  Self-love  and  Social  at  her  birth  began, 
*  Union  the  bond  of  all  things,  and  of  Man. 
•*  Pride  then  was  not ;  nor  Arts,  that  Pride  to 

.**  aid; 
"  Man  walk'd  with  beaft,  joint-tenant  of  the 

"{hade; 
"  The  fame  his  table,  and  the  fame  his  bed ; 
**  No  murder  cloathM  him,  and  no  murder  fed. 
**  In  the  fame  temple,  the  refbunding  wood, 
"  All  vocal  beings  hymn*d  an  equal  God : 
**  The  fhrine  with  gore  unftain'd,  with  gold 

**  undrefl, 
**UnbribM,  unbloody,    flood    the  blamclcfs 

**priefl: 
"  Heaven's  attribute  was  Univerfal  Care, 
**  And  Man's  prerogative  to  rule,  but  fparc. 


^  fidd  in  flower,  a  great  way  off  to  her  hive  ?     Who 
^  |**ght  the  Ant  to  bite  every  grain  of  corn  that  flic  burivih 
"*  her  hill,  left  it  fhould  take  root  and  grow  r" 

''  Ah  ! 
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Ah !  how  unlike  the  man  of  times  to  comer! 
Of  half  that  live  the  butcher  and  the  tomb ; 
Who,  foe  to  Nature,  hears  the  general  groan, 
Murders  their  fpecies,  and  betrays  his  own. 
But  juft  difcafe  to  luxury  fucceeds. 
And  ev'iy  death  its  own  avenger  breeds; 
The  Fury-paffiuns  from  that  blood  began, 
And  tuni'd  on  Man  a  fiercer  favage,  Man/* 


What  various  beauties  are  comprised  ifi  thefe 
lines !  With  what  an  amiable  fimpUcity  is  man*^ 
natural  ftatc  defcribed !  With  what  tender  fym- 
pathy  the  author  bewails  the  degeneracy  which 
iuccccded  !  With  what  indignant  rebuke  he 
marks  the  bloody  havock  cauled  by  luxury !  And 
with  %vhat  phyfical  propriety,  he  traces  the  rife 
of  the  furious  paifions  from  the  indulgence  of  a 
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^*  Thy  arts  of  building  from  the  bee  receive ; 
"  Learn  of  the  mole  to  ploiighj  the  worm  to 

"  weave ; 
•*  Learn  of  the  little  Nautilus  to  fail, 
"  Spread  the  thin  oar,  and  catch  the  driving 

«•  gale. 
**  Here  too  all  forms  of focial  union Jlndy 
*^  And  hence  let  Reafon,late,  inftrudl  Mankind- 
•'  Here  fubterranean  works  and  cities  fee ; 
**  There  towns  aerial  on  the  waving  tree. 
"  Learn  each  fmall  People's  genius,  policies, 
*^  The  Ants'  repttblici,  aiid  the  realm  of  Bees ; 
**  How  thofe  in  common  all  their  wealth  be- 

"  (low, 
**  And  Anarchy  without  corifufioh  know ; 
**  And  thefe  for  ever,  tho'  a  Monarch  reign, 
^  Their  fep'rate  cells  and  properties  maintain* 
"  Mark  what  unvaryM  laws  preferve  each  ftate, 
•*  Laws  wife  as  Nature,  and  as  fix'd  as  Fate.'' 

Thefe  philofophical  illuftrations  are  graced 
^th  all  the  ornaments  of  poetry :  And  while 
the  reafoning  mortifies  our  pride,  the  numbers 
flatter  our  tafte. 

The  account  which  the  poet  gives  of  the  ori- 
gin of  Religion  is  too  excellent  to  be  omitted. 
It  is  obvious  that  the  religion  of  man,  at  his 
firft  entrance  into  civil  fociety,  muft  have  been 
the  fame  as  in  a  ftate  of  nature.  By  looking  up 
from  fire  to  fire,  he  explored  one  great  firft  Fa- 
tiicr,  or  clfe  he  gained  the  knowledge  of  God  by 
tradition.     The  pure  and  fimple  ideas  which 

R  man 
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man  then  entertained  of  the  attributes  of  tl 
Deity  are  thus  admirably  defcribed •' 

**  The  Worker  from  the  work  diftinft  w; 

'*  known, 
**  And  fimple  Reafon  never  fought  but  one  i 
**  Ere  Wit  oblique  had  broke  that  fteddy  light 
**  Man,  like  his  Maker,  fawthat  all  was  right 
'*  To  Virtue,  in  the  paths  of  plealure  trod, 
**  And  own'd  a  Father  when  he  o wnM  a  God-' 

The  writer  here,  with  great  nddrefs,  maki 
philoibphy  alTiftant  to  religion  ^, 

Nor  does  the  poet  difplay  lefs  merit  in  tfi 
cnntnift  which  followsi  wherein  he  traces  th 
corruption  of  civil  focicty,  and  confequcntly  c 
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**  Such  as  the  fouls  of  cowards  might  conceive, 
^  And,  formM  like  tyrants,    tyrants  would 

"  believe. 
"  2^  then,  not  charity,  became  the  guide ; 
**  And  hell  was  built  on  fpite,  and  heav'n  on 

"  pride. 
•*Then  facred  feemM  th*  ethereal  vault  no 

**more; 
**  Altars  grew  marble  then,  and  reckM  with 

"  gore : 
**  Then  firft  the  Flamcn  tailed  living  food ; 
**Ncxt  his  grim  Idol  fmearM  with  human 

^  blood; 
**  With  heav'n^s  own  thunders  fhook  the  world 

*  **  below, 
**  And  play'd  the  God  an  engine  on  his  foc/^ 

The  fetal  efFeds  of  tyranny  artd  fuperftition, 
^  here  defcribed  in  the  moft  bold  and  glowing 
colours.  The  oppoiition  between  zeal  and  cha- 
fitjr  is  happily  introduced.  The  eleventh  line 
^  awfully  fublime,  and  pregnant  with  more 
leaning  than  it  expreffes. 

In  the  dedudkion  which  the  author  draws  from 
licncc,  he  (hews  with  great  judgment  and  ad- 
drcfs,  that  the  fame  principle  which  gave  birth 
to  this  corruption,  did  at  the  fame  time  pave 
Ac  way  for  a  reformation. 

**  So  drives  Self-love,  thro*  juft  and  thro'  un- 

"To one  man's  pow'r,  ambition,  lucre,  luft: 
Ra  **Thc 
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*'  Tlie  fame  Self-love^  ifi  ally  becomes  the  caufc 
*'  Of  what  rcftrams  hiifl;    Government  and 
"  Laws." 

This  leads  the  poet  to  illuftrate  the  true  prin- 
ciples of  policy  and  religion ', 

"  Such  h  the  World*s  great  Harmony,  *  that 
"  fprings  \ 

"  Frnni  Order,  Union,  full  Confent  of  things, 

*'  Wliere  fmall  and  great,   where  weak  and  ' 
"  mighty,  made  ! 

"  To  ferve,    not  fufFer,  ftrengthen,   not  in*  \ 
"  vadc; 

''  More  powVful  each  as  needful  to  the  reft* 

**  And  J  In  proportion  as  it  bleffes,  bleft  ; 

^'  Draw  to  one  point,  and  to  one  centre  bring 
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Nothing  can  be  more  amiable,  juft,  wife  and 
benevolent,  than  the  foregoing  fyftem :  and  as 
fuch  a  fyftem  is  always  in  danger  from  the  re- 
finements of  too  curious  fpeculation,  the  poet 
yeryjuftly  reprehends  this  propenfity  in  the  fol- 
lowing lines. 

•*  For  Forms  of  Government  let  fools  conteft ; 
**  Whatever  is  beft  adminifter'd,  is  beft : 
**  For  Modes  of  Faith  let  gracelefs  zealots  fight ; 
"  His  can't  be  wrong  whofe  life  is  in  the  right." 

Thefe  lines,  more  efpecially  the  firft  two, 
have  been  frequently  mifinterpreted ;  and  it  has 
been  fuppofed  that  the  author  meant  to  infinuate 
tkat  no  one  form  of  government  was,  in  itfelf, 
better  than  another  :  An  abfurdity  from  which 
he  is  clearly  vindicated  by  the  learned  editor  of 
bis  works,  as  well  as  by  an  apology  found  un- 
der his  own  hand,  which  the  editor  has  fub- 
joined  to  the  note  on  thefe  lines.  Indeed  it  is 
ftrange  to  imagine  that  one  of  Mr.  Pope's  cor- 
^judgment  fhojild  ever  entertain  fuch  a  folecifm. 

That  adminiftration  is  beft,  which  is  con- 
iufted  according  to  the  true  principles  of  the . 
eftabliftied  conftitution.  Confequently  if  thofe 
principles  are  bad,  the  more  perfe<5  the  admi- 
niftration is,  the  more  deftru£tive  it  will 
prove  to  the  governed.  Mr.  Pope,  in  his 
apology  above  alluded  to,  admits,  that  the 
^^  fort  of  government,  when  the  form  of  it  is 
jP^eferved,  and  the  adminiftration  corrupt,  is 
Woft  dangerous ;   fo,  on  the  ether  hand,  it  is 

R  3  equally  ' 
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The  poet  has  here,  with  peculiar  (kill  and 
felicity,  contrived,  that  the  fame  ornaments 
which  embellifh  his  verfe,  fhould  ftrengthen 
his  argument.  Thefe  beautiful  and  fublimc 
fimilieS)  aflbrd  the  moft  apt  and  powerful  illuf- 
tradon  of  the  truth  of  that  propofitioh,  which 
he  would  imprint  on  the  reader's  mind,  namely, 
that  Self-loTt  and  Social  are  the  iame. 

Having  thus  difplayed  the  nature  of  man  in 
his  various  relations,  in  his  fourth  and  laft 
Epiftle,  he  confiders  his  nature  and  ftate  with 
rrfpeft  to  happinefs,  the  end  which  every  hu- 
naa  being  purfues. 

This  epiftle  opens  with  an  invocation  to  hap- 
jancfs ;  and  the  reader  will  find  a  fummary  of 
fiJfc  and  true  felicity  in  the  following  lines: 
vrhcrcin  the  poet,  with  his  ufual  addrefs,  has 
contrived  to  illuftrate  the  propofition  he  Would 
prove,  by  the  moft  beautiful  images,  conveyed 
b  the  moft  harmonious  verfification. 

"  Oh  Happinefs !  our  being's  end  and  aim  ! 
^*  Good,  Pleafure,  Eafe,  Content !  whatever  thy 

**  name : 
**  That  fomething  ftill  which  prompts  th'  eter- 

**  nal  figh, 
"  For  which  we  bear  to  live,  or  dare  to  die. 


^  Jancc  in  itfdf ;  the  oihcr^  as  it  is  a  part  or  member  oft 
•*  great  body  ;  whereof  the  latter  is  in  degree  the  greater 
*  »nd  the  worthier,  becaufe  it  tendcth  to  the  confervation 
•*  of  a  more  general  form.** 

R  4  **  Whick 
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^*  Which  ftill  fo  near  us,  yet  beyond  us  lies, 
*'  O'erlookM,  feen  double,  by  the  fool,  an< 

"  wife. 
*'  Plant  of  celeftial  feed !  if  dropt  below, 
"  Say  in  what  mortal  foil  though  deign'ft  t 

"  grow  ? 
**  Fair  opening  to  fome  Court's  propitious  fhiw 
**  Or  deep  with  diamonds  in  the  flaming  mine 
"  TwinM  with  the  wreaths  Parnaflian  laurel 

''  yield, 
•  ^  Or  reapM  in  iron  harvefts  of  the  field  ? 
**  Where  grows  ?— wljere  grows  it  not  ?  If  vai 

"  our  toil, 
"  We  ought  to   blame  the  culture,  not  th 

**foil: 
"  Fix'd  to  no  fpot  is  Happinefs  fincere, 
"  'Tis  no  where  to  be  found,  or  ev'ry  where/ 
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To  thofe  who  iaipioufly  arraign  providence 
for  not  preventing  the  evils  which  befal  the  good 
and  juft  in  this  world;  our  author  anfwers  m 
the  following  lipes. 


cc 


Shall  burning  Etna,  if  a  fage  requires, 
**  Forget  to  thunder,  and  recall  her  fires  ? 
**  On  air  or  fea  new  motions  be  impreft, 
**  Oh  blamelcfs  Bethel  * !  to  relieve  thy  breaft  i 
**  When  the  loofe  mountain  trembles  from  oa 

"  high, 
**  Shall  gravitation  ceafe,  if  you  go  by  ? 
*'  Or  feme  old  temple,  nodding  to  its  fall, 
**  For  Chartres'   head   referve    the   hanging 

**wall?" 


This  argument,  by  which  the  poet  fhews 


i 
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The  poet  next  turns  toward  another  fort  of 
cavillers,  who  murmur  at  the  difpenfations  of 
providence,  l>ecaufe  xht  juji  are  not  better  re- 
-virardeA  To  thefe  he  anfwers,  that  God  only 
Can  tell  who  thofe  juji  are ;  and  with  the  moft 
exquifit^  feeling,  he  again  points  out  the  inef- 
Itimable  reward  of  Virtue, 

"  What  nothing  earthly  gives,  or  can  deftroy, 
**  The  foul's  calm  fun-fhine,  and  the  heart-felt 

"joy, 
^  Is  Virtue's  prize." 

He  then  proceeds  to  fhew,  that  without  vir-  . 
t^uc,  no  externals  whatever  can  make  men  happy ; 
^^hich  he  inftances  in  riches,  honours,  nobility, 
S^  jreatnefs,  and  fame. 

The  falfe  pretenfions  of  greatnefs  are  admirably 
^cpofed  in  the  characters  of  the  hero  and  politician. 

"  Look  next  onGreatnefs ;  fay  where  Greatneft. 

"  lies  ? 
**  Where,  but  among  the  Heroes  s^id  the  Wife  ? 
"  Heroes  are   much  the  fame,    the   point'^i . 

**  agreed, 
f*  From  Macedonia's  madman  to  the  Swede ;; 
"  The  whole  ftrange  purpofe  of  their  lives,  lo 

**  fiad 
f*  Or  makp,  an  enemy  of  all  mankind  * ! 


•  Thcfc  two  lines  which  immediately  follow 

**  Not  one  looks  backward,  onward  ftill  he  goes 
JJ  Yet  ne'er  loolp  forward  farther  than  bis  nofc  i 


are 


552  THELIFEOF 


**  No  lefs  alike  the  Politic  and  Wife  ; 

**  All  fly  flow  things,  with  circumfpe^vc  eyc^ 

*'  Men  in  their  loofe  unguarded  hours  thc=r^ 

**  take, 
**  Not  that  themfelves  are  wife,  but  othei^-^ 

^*  weak. 
**  But  grant  that  thofe  can  conquer^  thefe  car^ 

"  cheat ; 
**  'Tis  phrafe  abfurd,  to  call  a  Villain  Grett  i 
**  Who  wickedly  is  wife>  or  madly  brave, 
,    **  Is  but  the  more  a  fool,  the  more  a  knave- 
**  Who  noble  ends  by  noble  means  obtains, 
*^  Or  failing,  fmiles  in  exile  or  in  chains,         ■ 
*'  Like  good  Aurelius  let  him  reign,  or  bleed 
^*  like  Socrates,  that  man  is  great  indeed*"     -y 

It  is  obfervable,  that  the  writer  on  no  occafion 
fliews  a  more  indignant  fpirit,  than  where  he 
noints  his  fatire    ag^ainft  Machiavelian    doUcy — 
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*' What's    Fame?    a  fancy'd   life  in  others 

«  breath, 
**  A  thing  beyond  us,  ev'n  before  our  death. 

**  All  that  we  feel  of  it  begins  and  ends 
•*  In  the  fmall  circle  of  our  foes  and  friends ; 
**  To  all  befide,  as  much  an  empty  fhade 
**  An  Eugene  living,  as  a  Caefar  dead : 


**  A  Wit's  a  feather,  and  a  Chief  a  rod ; 

"  An  honeft  Man's  the  nobleft  work  of  God  ♦.** 


"^  A  great  lawyer,  who  had  a  profligate  Ton,  be- 
S^^tathcd  him  a  trifling  legacy,  together  with  this  vcrfe  of 
^^r.  Pope's,  dcfiring  him  to  reflefk  on  it  often. 

Ncveithelefs,  this  fentiment  has  been  cenfured  by  a  very  in* 
^^nious  writer, who obferves,  that  "if  honeftyhadbeenPoPB*t 
^       nobleft  quality,  he  would  never  have  gained  public  admi- 
^  ration.**    But  the  critic  feems  to  give  this  fentiment  too 
'^C>nfined  a  conftrudlion.     The  poet  here  does  not  ufe  the 
'^^ord  honifl  in  its  popular  fenfe,  but  in  its  philofophical  fig« 
^ifkation  :  in  which  the  idea  of  an  honeft  man  includes  a 
Certain  liberality  and  elevation  of  mind,  which  is  not  to  be 
Strained  without  the  concurrence  of  many  noble  qualities. 
oThofe  talents  which  we  excrcife  in  the  eye  of  the  public 
^e,  it  is  true,  more  likely  to  draw  admiration ;  but  they 
^e  not  therefore  more  noble.     The  man  who  can  fulFer 
Vith  fortitude,  and  ad  with  dignity,  is  a  much  more  noble 
f>bjed,  than  he  who  can  exprefs  the  fublimeft  ideas.    Befides, 
it  is  material  to  add,  that  the  poet  is  here  decrying  that 
fuUic  admiration^   which  the   critic,  by  this  ftrange  .argu- 
ment, not  only  fuppofes  was  his  general  aim,  but  was  jiis 
particular  purpofc  in  this  place  to  recommend. 

Having 
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Having  expofed  tliis  fantaflic  fame,  he  Ihcws 
the  foundation  of  real  fame* 

**  All  Fame  is  foreign,  but  of  truedefert; 

*'  Plays  round  the  head,  but  comes  not  to  the 

^'  heart: 
'^  One  fcli-approving  lK>ur  whole  years  out- 

"  weighs 
"  Of  ftu|iid  ilarers,  and  of  loud  huzzas; 
**  And  more  true  joy  Marcellus  exiPd  feels, 
*'  Than  Cacfar  with  a  fenate  at  his  heels.*' 


Nothing  cnn  be  more  juft  than  thefe  fenti- 
mcntH,  or  more  beautifully  exprefled.  The 
imaji^c  of  fantallic  Fame  playing  round  tlie  head 
without  reaching  the  heart,  is  happily  con- 
ceived ;  it  is  apt  and  flrildng,     A  man  of  found 
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^  Truths  would  you  teachs  or  favc  a  finking 

"land? 
"  All  fear,  none  aid  you,  and  few  underftand. 
"  Painful  preheminence !  yourfelf  to  view     . 
^  Above  life'g  wedbiefs,   and  its ,  comforts 

"  too.*' 

How  feelingly  does  the  poet  defcribe  the  un<» 
enviable  fituation  of  thofe  who  poflefs  exeelling 
talents !  And  yet  he  has  only  Iketched  the  out- 
lines :  had  he  filled  the  canvas,  what  a  picture 
oF  folitary  dejeSion  ♦  would  a  pencil  like  his 
have  exhibited! 

The  man  of  fuperior  parts  can  but  feldom 
i^eliih  the  true  delights  of  fociety,  becaufe  he 
^an  find  but  few  with  whom  he  can  affimilale. 
Ajid  alas !  even  among  thofe  few,  he  too  oftea 
finds  a  rival,  where  he  expected  a  companion. 

As  his  merit  excites  jealoufy  in  his  equals,  fb 

^t  begets  diftruft  in  thofe  of  inferior  talents. 

Such,  for  want  of  the  fame  quicknefs  of  appre- 

henfion  and  depth  of  penetration,  being  unable 

to  difirem  the  true  principles  which  dire<^  him, 

*rc  too  apt  to  fufpe^  him  of  defign,  even  when 

lie  is  moft  ingenuous ;  and  he  has  fometimes  the 

mortification  of  being  prevented  from  conferring 

3^  benefit,  by  the  unjuft  fufpicion  of  the  very  man 

^hom  he  means  to  ferve.     How  deplorable  th^ 


*  The  reader  will  obferve  that  wc  are  here  fpcaklng  of 
'•wii^/,  independant  of  Virtue. 

muft 
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muft  his  condition  be,  whofe  fuperior  parts  tx^ 
dude  him  from  the  afFedion  of  Ms  equalsi  and 
the  confidence  of  liis  inferiors  t 

As  no  qualities,  therefore,  either  external  or 
internal,  can,  as  our  author  has  flie'vm,  conftitute 
felicity,  independant  of  'virtue,  he  proceeds  to 
prove  how  far  happiners  may  be  conferred  and 
enlarged  by  that  alone*  ^^ 

*'  Know  then  this  truth  (enough  for  Man  1^ 
"  know)  ^ 

'*  Virtue  alone  is  Happinefs  below.  "*         ^1 
"  The  only  point  where  human  blifs  ftaa<l* 

"  fti'U  m 

And  taftes  the  good  without  the  fall  to  illfl 


Where  only  Merit  cnnftant  pay  receives, 
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•*  Never  elated,  while  one  man's  opprefs'd ; 
"  Never  dejeded,  while  another's  blefs'd ; 
"  And  where  no  wants,  no  wiflies  can  remain, 
**  Since  but  to  wifh  more  Virtue,  is  to  gain.'* 

There  is  fomething  in  thefe  lines  fo  foothing 
md  perfuafive,  that  it  is  impoffible  to  read  them 
nvithout  fympathetic  emotions,  and  wiftiing  to 
jxercife  that  benevolence  which  is  here  fo  beau- 
tifully defcribed.  - 

Nor  will  a  reader  of  fenfibility  be  lefs  de* 
lighted  with  the  following  lines,  which  mark  the 
lifference  between  the  progrefs  of  human  and 
livine  benevolence. 

**  God  loves  from  Whole  to  Parts :  But  human 

"  foul 
**  Muft  rife  from  Individual  to  the  Whole  *. 
**  Self-love  but  ferves  the  virtuous  mind  to 

"  w^ake, 
"  As  the  linall  pebble  ftirs  the  peaceful  lake  ; 
**  The  centre  movM,  a  circle  ftraight  fucceeds> 
"  Another  ftill,  and  ftill  another  fpreads ; 
"  Friend,parcnt,ncighbour,firft  it  will  embrace; 
**  His  country  next  j  and  next  all  human  race  f; 

"  Wide 


•  In  one  of  our  author's  letters  to  Mr.  Bethel,  he  fajs— 

'^  I  much  better  underflnnv]  the  beauties  of  friend(hip  and 
'^  the  merits  of  virtue  in  private  life,  than  thofe  of  public  ; 
^^andfhoulJ  never  love  my  country,  if. I  did  not  love  the 

'*  bcft  men  in  it." 

+  To  the  fameefft^Sl  arc  his  priv-itc  fentimentt  to  bis  par- 

^'cuUr  friend  Mr.  Allen  — 

S  «  I  thanlc 
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"  Wide  and  more  wide,  th*  overflowings  of 

*'  the  mind 
"  Take  evVy  creature  in,  of  ev*ry  kind; 
*'  Earth  fmiles  around,  with  boundleis  bounty 

'=  bleft, 
"  And  Heav'n  beholds  its  image  in  liis  breaft.'* 

Here  we  have  another  inftance  of  the  poet's 
happy  choice  of  poetical  embellifhments*  The 
fmiiic  %  he  has  employed,  affords  the  clcareft 

illuftration  of  the  expanding  nature  of  bent" 
volence,  and  eftablifhes   the  truth   of  his  rea*  I 
foning,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  gives  beauty  to 
the  poem. 


But  as  genius,  like  fame,  gathers  flrength  in 

its  courfe,  fo  in  the  conclufion  of  the  Eflayi 
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•*  And  while  the  Mufe  now  ftoops,  or  now 

.   **  afcends, 
*'  To  Man's  lowpaffions,or  tijfeir  glorious  ends,' 
**  Teach  me,  like  thee,  in  various  nature  wife, 
"  To  fall  with  dignity,  with  temper  rife ; 
**  Formed  \)j  thy  convejrfe,  happily  tofteer 
**  From  grave  to  gay,  from  lively  tp  feyere  j 
"  Corre5  with  fpirit,  eloquent  with  eafe, 
**  Intent  to  reafon,  or  polite  to  pleafe. 
**  Oh !  while  along  the  ftream  of  Time  thy 

**  name 
'^  ^panded  llies;  and  gathers  all  its  fame } 
^^  Say,  ihall  my  little  bark  attendant  fail, 
**  Purfue  the  triumph,  and  partake  the  gale  ? 
^*  When  ftatefmen,  heroes,  kings,  in  duft  repofe, 
^  Whofe  fons  Ihall  blufti  their  fathers  were 

"  thy  foes, 
^  Shall  then  this  verfe  to  future  age  pretend 
^^liiouwert  my  GUIDE,  philosopher  and 

"  FRIEND  ? 

^  That  urgM  by  thee,  I  turned  the  tuneful  art 
"  From  founds  to  things,  from  fancy  to  the 

"  heart ; 
•*For  Wit^s  falfe  mirror  held  up  Nature's 

^Might, 
^•Shew'd  erring  Pride>   whatever   ;s,   is 

"  right; 
**That  Reason,  Passion,  anfwer  one  great 

"  aim ; 
^That  true  Shlf-love   and   Social  arc 

**  the  fame ; 
''  That  Vi  RTUE  only  makes  our  Blifs  below ; 
'*  And  all  our  Knowledge  is,  ourselves  to 

"  KNOW.'* 

S  a  Thefc 
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Tbcte  excellent  lines,  as  the  learned  commefH 

!jL:or  iccurately   obrcncs,  will   furnifli  a  critic 

^rb.  examples  of  each  of  thofe   five  fpecies  of 

L'l-xuuon,  trom  vrhich,  as  from  its  fourceSj  Lon- 

^iri:>  tkOuceth  the  fublime.     Namely,  a  gran- 

J^ur  ^nil   tublimiiy   of  conception  ;  a  patktic 

^^n^u^ulim  ;  ail  elcgtint  foimation  and  ordonance 

,  f  r  cures ;  a   Tplcndid  fliflion  j    and  a  weight 

:  va  trignlty  in  tlie  compofition*     In  fhort,  had 

Mr,  Vovh  given  no  other  Ipecimen  of  his  poe- 

i\c.\\   t^kiviSj  %vc  might  from  thefe  lines  onljf 

KiK'v  j^roiioance  him  a  poet* 

l'l>nn  the  ^vhclc,  though  in  this  ethical  fyftemi 
it  i:ii:li  be  confcfled,  that  the  great  ontlines  arc 
Liken  fn.^-i   t!ie  meft  cxcellcni  of  the  antienl 
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here  fo  harmonious  ;  that  every  fentiment  Wears 
aft  air  of  novelty,  and  difplays  the  exc^lence 
of  human  wit,  as  himfelf  jufily  defines  it. 

"  True  Wit  is  Nature  to  advantage  dreft; 
"  What  oft  was  thought,  but  ne'er  fo  weU 
*'  expxeft." 

In  fliort,  after  having  demolifhed  the  mon- 
ftrous  fuperftrudtures  of  the  antients,  he  has 
employed  the  old  materials  which  compofed 
them,  in  credlinga  regular  and  beautiful  fabric, 
in  which  all  the  parts  corrcfpond  with  fuch  exact 
fymmetry,  and  the  whole  befpeaks  fuch  an  air 
of  noble  fimplicity,  as  proves  it  to  be  the  invc7i- 
turn  of  a  corrcdt  and  fublime  genius  *. 

This 


*  It  may  be  curious  to  remark,  that  when  this  poem  was 
fi^ft  publiflied,  our  author  carefully  concealed  its  being  his 
produdlion,  and  it  was  afcribcd  to  Dr.  Young,  to  Dr.  Defa- 
guliers,  to  Lord  Bv)Iingbroke,  to  Lord  Paget,  and  feveral 
others.  While  his  acquaintance  read  it  as  the  work  of  an 
**'^known  author,  they  fairly  owned  they  did  not  underftand  it. 

Among  others,  a  certain  little  poet,  fpeaking,  in  a  vliit 
"Cpaid  to  Mr.  Fgpe,  of  the  Eff^y  on  Man^  foon  after  its 
Appearance,  obfcrved  with  an  air  of  critical  felf-luflicitncy, 
^kat  the  poetry  was  but  indifferent,  the  philofophy  iniole- 
nbie,  and  the  whole  devoid  of  connedlion.  If  I  thought, 
3dded  he,  th;»t  you  had  not  fccn  it,  I  would  hav^  brought  it 
M^Jthme.  Mr.  Pope,  to  mortify  the  coxcomb,  frankly  told 
bim  that  he  had  fecn  it  before  it  went  to  the  prefs ;  for  that 
twas  his  own  performance,  and  had  been  the  workof  fomc 
'Cars.  Theconfufion  of  thevifitor,  at  this  declaration,  may 
»e  eafier  conceived  than  expreifed. 

When  the  reputation  of  the  poem  however  became  fccurcd, 
y  tbc  knowledge  of  the  writer,  it'loon  grew  fo  c'car  and  in- 

ii  3  ,  toUigible, 
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This  poem  foon  became  fa  UBiverfalfy  cde- 
bra  ted,  th.it  it  was  tranflated  into  French  by 
Monfieur  Refnel  f^  and  Monfieur  Croufaz  wrote 
a  formal  critique  upon  it.  The  errors  and  ab- 
furdities  of  feveral  of  his  remarks,  were  owing 
to  the  blunders  and  inaccuracies  of  his  country^ 
man's  tranflation,  which  mified  him  in  many 
in  fiances;  neverthelefs,  fomc  of  his  falfe  critic 
dfms  are  owing  to  his  own  mifapprehenlions* 
But  this  idle  critique  is  fo  fully  anfwered  and 
refuted  by  the  learned  comment  fulyoined  to  thii 
piece,  that  it  is  ncedlefs  to  fay  more  of  it  J< 

It 


tclligible^  that  on  the  appearance  of  ihc  coiritneiif  upon  fu 
tliry  told  him  they  wundcred  ihe  eJitor  Qiould  think  a  lirgfi 
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It  remains  to  obferve,  that  fome  paflages  in 
ihc  EJfay  on  Man^  having  been  unjuftly  fufpedted 
of  a  tendency  toward  fate  and  naturalifm,  the 
audior  compofed  a  prayer  as  the  fum  of  all ; 
v^hich  is  printed  under  the  title  of  the  Uni- 
versal Prayer,  and  was  intended  to  fhew 
that  his  fyftem  was  founded  in  free  nvilly  and 

tenninated  in  piety and    furely  devotion 

never  breathed  a  more  pure,  fimple,  and  at  the 
lame  time,  a  more  exalted  (brain,  than  in  the 
following  inimitable  ilanzas. 

"  Thou  Great  Firft  Caufe,  leaft  iinderflood : 

**  Who  all  my  Senfe  confin'd 
"  To  know  but  this,  that  Thou  art  good, 

•*  And  that  myfelf  ani blind;  (') 

**Yet 

^  have  cxpofed  myfelf,  and  therefore  I  am  the  more  obliged 
'*  to  you  for  doing  it/' 

This,  and  the  foregoing  letters,  wherein  our  poet  pays 
gnteful  acknowledgements  to  his  learned  friend  and  com- 
mentator, naturally  leads  us  to  refle£l  on  the  different  nature 
of  the  obligations  which  he  owed  to  this  celebrated  peribnage, 
^  to  the  deceafed  Lord  Bolingbroke. 

The  latter  would  have  given  a  bias  to  this  admirable  eilay, 
which  would  have  been  difgraceful  to  pur  bard's  underftand* 
ing,  difhonourable  to  his  virtue,  and  injurious  to  fociety : 
the  former,  on  the  other  hand,  Sd  give  a  bias  to  it,  which 
will  refle£l  immortal  honour  on  the  poet's  fenfe,  do  everlaft- 
U)g  credit  to  his  virtue,  and  be  for  ever  ferviceable  to  man- 
Uod.  Now  let  the  world  determine,  which  of  the  twO  de« 
ftnfcsdie  incomparable  praife  of  being 

The  Poefs  Guidiy  Philofopbery  and  Friend. 

M  In  the  firft  epiftle,  after  having  vindicated  the  ways 

^Cod|  againft  thofe  who  murmur  at  the  imperfedions 

IB  4  of 
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"  Yet  gave  me,  in  this  dark  eftate, 

"  To  fee  the  Good  from  111 ; 
*'  And  binding  Nature  faft  in  Fate, 
Left  free  the  Human  Will.  {') 


(( 


*'  What  Cofifcience  didlates  to  be  done, 

"  Or  warns  me  not  to  do,, 
"  This,  teach  me  more  than  Hell  to  fhun^ 

"  That,  more  than  Heav'n  purfue. 

^*  Yet  not  to  Earth's  contradied  Span 
*'  Thy  Goodncfs  let  me  bound, 

"  Or  think  Thee  Lord  alone  of  Man,  {') 
''  When  thouland  Worlds  are  round : 

«] 


of    human  niiturc^    he   concludes    to   the    fame  cfFe£l 
above. 
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f^  Let  not  this  weak,  unknowing  hand 

*•  Prefume  thy  Bolts  to  throw, 
^^  And  dtal  Di^mnation  round  the  land, 

**  On  each  I  judge  thy  Foe.  {^) 

"  If  I  am  rights  thy  Grace  {*)  impart, 

**  Still  in  the  right  to  ftay ; 
**  If  I  am  wrong,  oh  teach  my  heart 

**  To  find  that  better  way. 

"  SavQ 


•*  One  all-cxtcnding,  all-prcfcrving  foul, 
"  Conncdb  each  being,  Sec. 

Again 


"  Has  God,  thou  fool,  workM  folcly  for  thy  good, 
"Thy joy,  thypaftimc,  thy  attire,  thy  food?" 

(')  The  writer,  in  the  third  epiftle,  after  tracing  the  cor- 
ruption of  religion,  and  the  origin  of  fuperftition,  inveighs 
with  great  vehemence  againft  the  corrupt  and  vengeful  fpirit, 

which — 

"  With  Hetv'n's  own  thunder  (hook  the  world  below, 
*'  And  play'd  the  God  an  engine  on  his  foe." 

(*)  His  learned  friend  and  annotator  on  this  pafla.^e  ban 
?cutely  remarked,  that  as  the  imparting  of  grace  y  on  the  Chfif- 
^'^  fyftem,  is  a  ftronger  exertion  of  tfivine  power,  than  the 
lutural  illumination  of  the  heart ;  one  would  cxpc6t  thatr/^/;/ 
^  wrsHg  (hould  change  places  ;  more  aid  being  required 
^Ttftsrt  men  to  right,  than  to  keep  them  in  it.  But  as  it 
^  the  poet's  purpofe  to  infmuate  that  revelation  was  the 
Pibt,  nothing  could  better  exprefs  his  purpofe,  than  mak- 
^i  the  right  fecured  by  the  guards  of  Grace. 

.  I  will  add,  that  one  principal  defign  of  the  Eflay  on  Man 

^tp(hew,  thatr#i^jr,  aided  hj  natural  rdigimy  can  at  mod 

'^  but 
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**  Save  me  alike  from  foolifh  Pride, 
*'  Or  impious  Difcontent, 

"  At  aught  thy  Wifdom  has  denied, 
'*  Or  aught  thy  Goodnefs  lent.  (') 

"  Teach  me  to  feel  another's  Woe, 
"  To  hide  the  Fault  I  fee; 

'^  That  Mercy  I  to  others  fhow, 
"  That  Mercy  fhow  to  me.  (') 


but  reftify  our  paflidns  ;  reafon  is  a  guard,  but  no  gui£ 
and  our  poet  evidently  points  out  the  gutdi,  whicb  i^  K^vi 
LATioN,  the  goal  to  which  hope  leads  the  good  man. 

*'  For  him  alone  Hope  leads  from  goal  to  goal, 
**-  And  opens  dill,  and  opens  on  his  foul  $ 
*'  Till  lengthen'd  on  to  Faith,  and  unconfin'd, 
"  It  pours  the  blifs  that  fills  up  all  the  mind." 
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"Vpon  the  whole,  this  Prayer  may  be  con- 
fidered  as  an  epitome  of,  or  rather  as  a  fhort  com- 
ment on,  his  Efiay  on  Man ;  and  it  is  impoflible 
for  the  moft  hardened  infidel  to  read  thefe  ftanzas 
.  without  being  imprefled  with  a  ferious  fenfe  of 
religious  truths,  and  of  religious  duties.  (**) 

To  give  the  reader  a  juft  idea  of  our  author's 
attention  to  method  in  his  moral  fyftem,  it  is  pro- 
per to  remark,  that  the  Effay  on  Man  was  intended 
to  have  been  comprifed  in  four  books,  as  we  are 
affured  by  the  editor. 

The  firft  the  author  has  given  us,  under  that 
title,  in  the  four  epifiles  which  have  been  the 
^Ubjed  of  the  foregoing  critical  obfervations. 

The  fecond,  was  to  have  confided  of  the  fame 
^^Uxnber,  and  to  have  treated,  i.  Of  the  extent 
^^d  limits  of  human  reafon.  2.  Of  thofe  arts 
^^d  fciences,  and  the  parts  of  them,  which  are 
^^eful,  and  therefore  attainable  :  together  with 
^cfe  which  are  ufelefs,  and  therefore  unattain* 
^Me.  3.  Of  the  nature,  ends,  ufe  and  ^pplica- 
^On  of  the  diflFerent  capacities  of  men.  4.  Of 
*Ke  ufe  of  learning  ;  of  the  fcience  of  the  world ; 
^nd  of  wit ;  concluding  with  a  fatire  againfl  the 
^ifapplication  of  them,  illuflrated  by  pi^res, 
^haradlers,  and  examples. 

(  ^ )  This  prayer  was  tranflated  into  French  by  one  MonC 
X^  Franck,  a  bigotted  catholic  :  who  afterward  coming  to 
refled  that  it  contained  the  ftrongeft  cenfure  of  fuperfiitioil 
^nd  perfecution  i  thought  proper  to  apologize  for  his  tranf<« 
^atioDf   •  ' 

The 
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The  third  hook  regarded  civil  regimen  or  the 
I'cicncc  of  politics,  in  which  the  feveral  forms 
of  a  republic  were  to  have  been  examined  and 
explained  ;  together  with  the  feveral  modes  of 
religious  worihij),  fo  far  as  they  afFedl  fociety; 
between  whicli  the  author  always  fuppofed  there 
was  the  clolin:  conncdlion  and  moft  intimate 
relation  :  So  tliat  this  part  would  have  treated  of 
civil  and  religious  fociety  in  their  full  extent. 

The  fourth  and  laft  book,  concerned  private 
ethics,  or  pra^^lical  morality;  confidered  in  all 
the  circumftances,  orders,  profefFions,  and  fta- 
tions  of-  human  life. 

The  fcheme  of  all  this  had  been  maturely 
digefted  and  communicated  to  Lord  Bolingbrokc, 
Dr.  Swift,  and   one  or   two  more,  and  was  in- 
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The  firft,  as  it  treats  of  man  in  the  abftradl, 
and  confiders   him   in  general,    under  all  his 
rehtions,  becomes  the  foundation,  and  furnifties 
thcfubjeds,  of  the  three  following:  fo  that. 

The  fccond  book  was  to  take  up  again  the 
firft  and  fecond  epiftles  of  the  firft  todk ;  and  to 
treat  of  mad  in  his  ititelleftual  capacity  at  large, 
as  explained  above.  Of  this,  only  a  fmall  part 
of  the  conclufion  (which,  as  has  been  faid, 
was  to  have  contained  a  fatire  againft  the  mis- 
application of  wit  and  learning)  may  be  found- 
in  the  fourth  book  of  the  Dunciad^  and  occa- 
fionally  in  the  other  three ;  of  Which  an  account 
is  hereafter  given. 

The  third  book,  in  like  manner,  was  to  re- 
aflume  the  fubjedt  of  the  third  cpiftleof  the  firft^ 
which  treats  of  man  in  his  focial,  political,  and 
'^jHgious  capacity.  But  this  part  the  poet  after- 
wards conceived  might  be  better  executed  in  an 
Epic  Poem  ;  as  theaftion  would  make  it  more 
animated,  and  the  fable  lefs  invidious ;  in  which 
^11  the  great  principles  of  true  and  falfe  govern- 
|ncnts  and  religions,  fliould  be  chiefly  delivered 
^0  feigned  examples.  The  plan  of  this  poem, 
which  was  to  have  been  intitlcd  Brutus,  will  be 
^'plained  hereafter. 

The  fourth  and  laft  book,  was  to  purfue  the 
fubjcd  of  the  fourth  epifUe  of  the  firft,  and  to 
^rcat  of  ethics,  or  praftical  morality,  and  would 
have  confifted  ot  many  members ;  of  which 
yie  four  Moral  Eflays  in  the  third  volume,  which 
^^  now  under  coafidcration,  are  detached  por- 
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"  Like  following  life  thro*  creatures  you  dif- 

**fea, 

**  You  lofe  it  in  the  moment  you  deted.'* 

How  bold,  and  at  the  fame  time  how  juft,  is 

tfads  fimile,   whereby   the  poet  illuftrates  the 

fudden  change  of  the  principle  of  adHon  in  man, 

^prhich,  among  other  caufes,  occafions  the  difii- 

cuity  of  determining  his  character. 

This  difficulty  however,  our  author  proceeds 

to  obfcrve,  is  not  altogether  owing  to  the  obfcu- 

rity  of  the  objeft  under  contemplation,  but  in 

part  arifes  from  the   defers   of  the  obferver, 

which  is  thus  finely  illuflrated. 

**  Yet  more;  the  difPrence  is  as  great  between 
**  The  optics  feeing,  as  the  objefts  feen. 
"  All  Manners  take  a  tindture  from  our  own ; 
"  Or  come  difcolour'd  through  our  Paffions 

*'  fhown- 
**  Or  Fancy's  beam  enlarges,  multiplies, 
*'  Contradls,  inverts,  and  gives  ten  thoufand 

"  dyes.'* 

Thefe  images  are  beautifully   appropriated^ 

^  are  remarkably  chafte  and  correct.     With 

Ac  lame  elegance  and  propriety,  our  author 

!     purfues  the  enumeration  of  the  difficulties  which 

^     obftrud  our  inquiry  into  the  characters  of  men. 

**  Nor  will  Life's  ftrcam  for  Obfervation  lUy, 
^  h  hurries  all  too  faft  to  mark  their  way : 

"In 
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Another  error,  that  of  judging  men's  ch 
raders  from  their  ftation,  the  poet  expgfes 
tlic  following  llrain  of  delicate  irony. 


"  Court-Virtues  bear,  like  Gems,  the  highe 

''  rate, 
*^  Born  wlicrc  Heav'n's  influence  fcarcccar 

'^  penetrate  : 
^'  iu  life's  low  vale  the  foil  the  Virtues  like, 
^'  'i'iu  y  pleafc  as  beauties,  here  as  wonder 

^^'lirlke. 
*'  Tho'  tlie  Himc  fun,  with  all-diffufive  rays, 
"  l^hh'h  in  tlie  Rofe,  and  in  the  Di'mond  blaze 
'*  We  iv.i/c  the  ftronger  effort  of  his  po\v*r, 
'^  And  jiiitiy  ibt  the  Gem  above  the  Flow'r" 

There  lines    have    uncommon    merit.    Th 

itiM 
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Our  author  purfues  his  illuflrations  through  a 
variety  of  characters,  fuch  as  the  debauchee,  the 
glutton,  the  mifer,  the  coquette,  the  courtier, 
&c.  which  he  exhibits  in  a  ftrain  of  exquifite 
ridicule,  and  at  length  concludes  with  the  fol- 
lowing elegant  compliment  to  Lord  Cobham. 

"And    you!  brave  Cobham,  to   the  lateft 

**  breath, 
**  Shall   feel  your  ruling    paflion    ftrong  in 

"  death : 
"  Such  in  thofe  moments  as  in  all  the  paft ; 
**0h,  fave  my  Country,   Hcav'n  !"  fhall  be 

"yourlaftV 

In 


•  Lord  Cobham,  it  feems,  had  perufed  this  Epiftle  in  the 
^^ufcript,  and  fuggefted  fome  alterations,  as  may  be  con- 
*duded  from  the  following  original  letters. 

Stowe,  Nov.  1, 1 733-' 
*'  Though  I  have  not  modcfty  enough  not  to  be  pleafed 
I' with  your  extraordinary  compliment,  I  have  wit  enough 
^  to  know  how  little  I  deferve  it.  You  know  all  mankind 
*'  arc  putting  themfclvcs  upon  the  world  for  more  than  they 
"we  worth,  and  their  friends  are  daily  helping  the  deceit. 
*'But  I  am  afraid  I  (hall  not  pafs  for  an  abfolute  patriot, 
**  however  I  have  the  honour  of  having  received  a  public 
*'tcftimony  of  your  efteem  and  friendfliip,  and  am  as  proud 
**of  it  as  I  could  be  of  any  advanta£;e  which  could  happen 
**  to  me.  ^s  I  remember,  when  I  faw  the  Brouillion  of 
**thi8  epiftle,  it  was  perplexed  ;  you  have  now  made  it  the 
*'  contrary,  and  I  think  it  is  the  clearcft  and  the  cleaneft  of 
**  all  you  have  wrote.  Don't  you  think  you  have  beftowed 
**  too  many  lines  on  the  old  letcher.  The  inftance  itfelf  is 
'*  but  ordinary,  and  I  think  (hould  be  (hortened  or  changed. 
^'  Thank  you  ;  and  believe  me  to  be  moft  fincerely  yours, 

*<  Cobham." 

T  2  From 
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In    {liort,  the  poet»  in  this  epifUe,  difa 
great  acutenefs  of  obfervation>  and  an  inti 


From  the  next  letter  it  appears  that  Mr.  Pops  adopt 

Lofdfliip's  hint. 

STowt,  Nov 

"  I  like  your   Letcher  better  how  'tis  fliorter  ;   ar 
**  Glutton  is  a  very  good  epigram.     But  they  tre  both 
**  tites,  that  from  nature  we  indulge,  as  well  f6r  her 
**  as  our  pleafure.     A  cardinal >  in  his  way  of  pleafure, 
**  have  been  a  bett^rr  inrtance.     What  do  you   think 
'*  old  Lady  drcfling   her  filver  locks  with  pink,  and  i 
**  ing  her  coffin  to  be  lined  with  white  quilted  fattin 
*■  gold  fringes?    Or  Counfellor  Vernon,  retiring  to 
*'  himfelf  with  five  tboufand  a  year  which  he  had  got 
*'  returning   back  to   the   Chancery  to  get  a   little 
*'  when  he  could  not  fpeak  fo  loud  as  to  be  beard  ? 
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knowledge  of  the  fecret  workings  of  the  human 
mind.  His  reafoning  is  convincing,  and  he 
has  die  art  of  preferving  the  ftrideft  method  of 
argument,  without  the  leaft  appearance  of  an 
affcded  regularity.  Add  to  this,  that  his  illus- 
trations are  apt  and  forcible,  his  characters 
bppily  finifhed,  and  his  verfification  perfedly 
tuneful  ai)d  harmonious. 

Impartiality  however  muft  acknowledge,  that 
wc  here  and  there  meet  with  fome  faulty  lines. 
Such,  perhaps,  the  following  may  be  deemed, 
where,  fpeaking  of  the  bird  who  calls  whore 
and  knave  from  his  cage,  he  adds  . 

**  Tho*  many  a  paflenger  he  rightly  call, 
**  You  hold  him  no  philofopher  at  all.^^ 

.Hiefe  lines  are  in  the  familiar  (lile  of  common 
(Ko£uc  chit-chat ;  and  the  feeble  expletives  tacked 
to  the  end  of  the  laft  line,  for  the  fake  of  the 
Ayme,  fink  them  almoft  even  below  that  level. 

With  refpeA  to  the  next  epiftle,  that  is,  the 
Eflay  on  the  Charaiiers  of  Women^  it  has  un* 
qoeftionably  great  merit. 

Bttt  where  his  Lordfliip  fpeaks  of  the  Cardinal^  he  quitf 
nibkef  the  fubjed  of  the  epiftle  ;  which  concerns  our  na« 
tttil,  not  unnatural  paflions.  Our  Poet's  piftures  make^' 
»  he  bimfelf  fays,  a  map  of  Man^  not  of  Monfters. 

It  muft  be  added,  m  commendation  of  Mr.  Pope,  that 
«i  this,  as  on  maiiy  other  occafiuns,  he  prudently  pradifed 
to  own  precept :  And 

"  Made  ufc  of  cv'ry  Friend,  and  cv'ry  Foe," 

T3  Th» 
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»::  lus  IiLix'ia  fhcwn  himfelf  a  man 
. .  .ijul  iiuiiuatcly  acquainted  with  tl 
■\  ;:pc  of  iirniiic  caprices  ;  which  1 
.  ;  xpofcd  witii  a  fjrcat  deai  of  wit  ax 
.:.:v;  but  furcly  the  ftrokcs  are  he 
/.luch  tooliarlh  and  fevere. 


/*  jr  T  may  liazard  my  reputation  by  th 

-ui,   1   GO  not  Icruple,  in  fomc  few  in 

.  t.)  pn^fcr  Dr/ Young's  Satire  on  Womer 

;  rjir/al  Paffion  :  though  it  is,  upon  th 

.  t;;ca;ly  inferior  to  Mr,  Pope's  inpoin 

! ligation,  order,  wit,  fentiment,  eafc,ani 

;;ti«)ii  iiito  nature*. 


tl'.c  pa liagcs  alluded  tQ,  however,  there a\ 
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while  thdy  blufh  to  fee  thofe  foibles  expofed, 
they  are  not  angry  with  the  author  of  the  detec- 
tion. The  former,  on  the  other  hand,  chaftifes 
their  levities  with  fo  fevere  a  lafh,  that  the 
lively  glow  of  refentment  prevails  over  the 
fuffufion  of  a  modeft  blufli.  Young,  in 
few  words,  corred:s  their  peccant  habits  by 
gentle  alteratives,  while  Pope  irritates  them  by 
ftrong  corrofives. 

» 
But  a  few  inftances,  impartially  feleded,  will 
beft  determine   the  propriety  of  thefe  animad- 

vcriions. 

The  opening  of  this  epiftle,  which  is  addrefled 
to  a  Lady,  has  great  merit.  It,  begins  thus, 
with  graceful  eafe  and  pleafantry. 

**  Nothing  fo  true  as  what  you  once  let  fall, 
"  Mod  Women  have  no  Characters  at  alL'* 
"  Matter  too  foft  a  lafting  mark  to  bear, 
*^  And  heft  diftinguilh'd  by  black,  brown,  or 

"  fain 
**  How  many  pidlures  of  one  Nymph  wevie\v, 
*^  All  how  unlike  each  otTier,  all  how  true  ! 
"  Arcadia's  Countefs,  here,  in  crniinM  pride, 
"  Is  there,  Paftora  by  a  fountain  fide. 
"  Here  Pannia,    leering  *'  on  her  own  good 

"  man, 
^^  And  there,  a  naked  Leda  with  a  Swan. 

"Let 


*  In  this  paflacc  the  poet  meant  to  difplay  the  contraft 
t^lViTccn  Fannia  looking  at  her  hulband  in  ihc  attitude  of  a 

T  4  mpdttt 
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**  Let  then  the  Fair  one  beautifully  ciy^ 
M  In  Magdalen's  looie  hair  and  lifted  eye,  - 

*•  Ordreftin  (milen  of  fweet  Cecilia  fhine,       ^ 
i*  With  fimp'ring  Angels t  Palins,  and  Harpf 

**  divine  j 
**  Whether  the  Charmer  finner  it,  or  iaint  it, 
**  If  Folly  grow  romantic,  I  mod  paint  it* 
f*  Come  then,  the  colours  and  the  ground 


*'  prepare ' 


I 


**  Dip  in  the  Rainbow,  trick  her  off  in  Air; 
*'  Chufe  a  firm  Cloudy  before  it  fall,  and  in  it 
*'  Catch  J  ere  flie  change,  the  Cynthia  of  l\^ 
**  minute*"  ^ 

Thus  far  the  raillery  is  exquifitely  pleaJantj 
thus  fai'  is  elegant  and  poeticah  Si^cofmidi 
But  mark  what  follows,  where  the  poet  excm* 
plifies  this  principle  of  female  inconfiflency  in 
particular  charadcers:  and  firft  in  the  affefted 
and  flalterniy. 

\    **  Rn^a»  whofc  eyig^  guick-filanc 


ALEXANDER  POPE,   Esq,     jjSi 

^  Or  Sappho  at  her  toilet's  greafy  talk  *, 
**  With  Sappho  fragrant  at  an  ev'qing  Maik ; 
^*  So  morning  infe£ts  that  in  muck  begun, 
**  Shine,  buzz>  and  fly-blow  in  the  fettingfun.'' 

Thcfe  liqes,  it  muft  be  confefled,  ajre  ftrongly 
jStirical  and  witty.  But  are  they  not  too  harfh 
ttd  inelegant  for  the  occafion  ?  The  true  end 
of  latire,  is  reformation.  But  was  Sappho  likely 
to  become  lefs  a  flattern,  by  being  thus  rudely 
reprehended,  in  terms  as  foul,  as  that  part  c^ 
"her  attire  could  be  which  gave  the  poet  offence  ? 

With  refped  to  the  fimile  of  the  morning  in- 
fed)  the  thought  is  not  origirxal ;  nor  does  it 
fern  to  be  appropriated  to  illuftrate  the  fatire 
^th  that  propriety  for  which  our  author  was 
^tmarkablef. 

There 


J^  What  would  our  poet  have  faid,  had  he  lived  to  fee  the 
^Q^ioii  of  our  modern  Belles,  who  nightly  encircle  their 
^Wdered  curls  with  a  iilken  niet,  and  do  not  fufFpr  a  comb 
^^  difcompofe  them^  for— I  dare  not  (ay  how  long. 

^t  Young,  it  may  be  thought,  perhaps,  has  ridiculed  the 
*^*tfied  and  flattcrnly,  with  a  fofter  pen. 

Affe£tation  he  has  thus  expofed  : 

f <  Here  might  I  fing  of  Memmia's  mincing  mien» 
f *  And  a)l  the  movements  of  the  foft  machine : 
V  How  two  red  lips  affeded  Zephyrs  blow, 
<<  To  cool  the  Bohea,  and  inflame  the  Beau ; 
^<  While  one  white  finger,  and  a  thumb,  confpire  ■ 
?*  To  lift  the  cup»  and  msdce  the  world  admire," 

The 
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There  is  great  beauty  however  and  elegance 
in  the  following  lines  of  Mr.  Pope. 

"  I.adics,  like  variegated  Tulips,  fhow; 
^*  'Tis  tn  Uicir  Changes  half  their  charms  wc 
" owe ;  *  * 

'*  Fine  by  dcfc(fl,  and  delicately  weak, 
''  Their  happy  Spots  the  nice  admiier  tat^-* 

But  in  the  following  inftancc,  his  Indigaatioii 
Teems  to  have  prevailed  oyer  his  delicacy, 

**  Sec  Sin  in  State,  majeftically  drunk; 

**  Proud  as  a  Pcercfs,  prouder  as  a  Punk ; 

**  Challe  to  her  Ilufband,  frank  to  all  befid^* 

"  A  tccmini;  Millrels,  but  a  barren  Bride. 

*'  What  then  ?    let  Blood  and  Body  bear   tfie 
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I  am*  free  to  own,  that  if  the  wit  in  thefe 
lines  was  much  more  brilliant  than  it  is,  yet  it 
would  not  atone  for  the  inelegance  of  this  paf- 
fage.  One  might  be  apt  to  fufpedk  that  the  poet 
Was  the  partner  of  her  fin,  and  that  he  penned 
^  thefe  lines,  while  he  yet  fmarted  with  the  proofS 
pf  her  infidelity. 

Our  author  however  makes  us  amends  in.  the 
pWadler  of  the  witty  ^n4  refined  lady. 

^'  Wife  Wretch !  with  pleafures  too  refin'd  to 

**  pleafe; 
**  With  too  much  Spirit  to  be  e'er  at  eafe : 
**  With  too  much  Quicknefs  ever  to  be  taught ; 
V  With  too  much  Thinking  to  have  common 

*'  Thought : 
^i  You  purchafe  Pain  with  all  that  Joy  can 

''  gjve,  ^  .      . 

f*  And  die  of  nothing  Ijut  ^  Rage  to  live.'* 

In  thefe  fentiments,  there  is  a  peculiar  fpright- 
linefs,  pbignance  and  propriety.  But  the  author, 
^t  this  time,  feems  to  have  been  fo  much  out  of 
temper  with  the  fair  fex,  that  he  cannot  long 
ieep  within  the  bounds  of  decorum,  w^hich  he 
again  breaks  through  in  the  following  lines. 

^  Woman  and  Fool  are  two  hard  things  to  hit'; 
*^  For  true  No-meaning  puzzles  more   than 
^       «  Wit/* 

This  is  downright  rudenefs,  without  one  fpark 
ef  wit.  More  inftances  might  be  feleded  of 
^'  ^  harfh 


liarfli  and  indelicate  fatixe  in  this  epiftle  * ;  bi.:it 
m  it  is  a  much  more  pleafmg  office  to  difpla.-y- 
beauties,  than  to  detect  blemHhes,  let  it  fuificrej 
to  have  made  thefe  few  iacrificcs  to  impartia!it;5r^ 
and  let  us  turn  our  eyes  to  the  following  excjii.i— 
flic  portrait  of  prudence  without  fympaihy. 


**  Yet  Cloc  fure  was  formM  without  a  fpot.* 
**  Nature  in  her  then  err'd  not,  but  forgoL 
•*  With  ev'ry  pleafing,  ev'ry  prudent  part, 
*'  Say,  what  can  Cloe  want  ? — She  wants. 

"  Heart. 
"She  fpeaks,  behaves,   and  ads  juft  asffcrn^c 

**  ought ; 
^*  But  never,    ncveri    reach*d  one  genVom-J^*. 

**  Thought. 
*•  Virtue  flic  finds  too  painful  an  endeavour^ 
**  Content  to  dwell  in  Decencies  for  ever. 
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This  is  inimitably  charafteriftical.  This  is 
penned  with  the  true  eafe  and  fpirit  of  i)olitc 
fatire.     This  is,  ridentem  dicere  verum. 

Oui-  author  proceeds  with  great  accuracy  to 
remark,  that  though  the  particular  charaders 
of  woAfen  ire,  as  he  has  fhewn,  more  various 
than  that  of  men,  yet  the  general  charadleriftic  of 
the  fofter  fex  is  more  uniform,  as  to  the  ruling 

•^  In  Men,  we  various  Ruling  Paflions  find  j 
**  In  Women,  two  almoft  divide  the  kind ; 
^  Thofe^  only  fixM,  they  firft  or  hft  cAey, 
**The  Love   of  Pleafure,  and  the  Love  of 
**  Sway/' 

Hence,  hii  friend  and  commentator  obfefrves 
^ith  his  wotittd  acutenefs,  we  fee  the  pfetpetual 
*i«ceflity  that  women  lie  under  of  difg;uifing  their 
filling  pafiion,  v^rhich  is  not  the  cafe  in  men. 
^oW  the  variety  of  arts  employed  to  this  pur- 
(Hife,  muft  needs  draw  them  into  infinite  con- 
'^dididns,  evert  ih  thofe  anions  from  whence 
tlieir  jgeneral  and  obvious  charaiQrer  is  deno- 
tnihated. 

Having  eftablifhed  thefe,  as  the  two  ruling 
)p9ifRons  in  the  fex,  the  poet  goes  on  to  (hew  how 
unfuccefsful  they  are  in  the  purfuit  of  thefc 
objeds  of  their  defires,  which  he  finely  illuf- 
trates  :  firft,  as  to  Power — Having  obferved,  in 
Ihe  preceding  line,   that  every  lady  would  be 

queen  for  life>  he  adds 

5  ''  Yet 


28G 


THE  LIFE    OF 


i] 


"  Yet  mark  the  fate  of  a  whole  Sex  of  Queens  1 
**  PowV  all  their  end^   but   Beauty  all   the 

'*  means : 
*'  In  Youth  they  conquer,  with  fo  wild  a  rage, 
**  As  leaves  them  fcarce  a  fubjeft  in  their  Age; 
*'  For  foreign  glory,  foreign  joy^  they  roam; 
'^  No  thought  of  peace  or  happinefs  at  hom^. 
"  But  Wifdom's  triumph  is  wdl-tim'd  Itc- 

*'  treat,  I 

*^  As  hard  a  fcience  to  the  Fair  as  Great ! 
"  Beauties,  like  Tyrants,  bid  and  iriendlefs 

**  grown, 
"  Yet  hate  repofe,  and  dread  to  be  alonef 
"  Worn  out  in  public,  weary  ev'ry  eye, 
**  Nor  leave  one  figh  behind  them  when  they 

''  die." 

Good  fenfe,  flrong  (atire,  and  fine  poetry  arc 
happily  combined  in  this  paffage  :  there  is  great 
merit  likcwife  in  the  following  fnnile,  whict 
illuftratcs  the  miferable  fate  which  attends  tJb^ 
fcx  in  tlicir  unfuccefsftil  purfuitof  P/ifd/jf^rr* 
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Mr.  Pop R  having  expofed  the  fruitlefs  pur- 
fuit  of  the  two  ruling  paffions  which  govern  the 
fex,  breaks  out  into  the  following  pathetic  la- 
mentation, which  is  infinitely  afFeiSing. 

"  See  how  the  World  its'  Veterans  rewards  ! 
"  A  Youth  of  Frolics,  an  old  Age  of  Cards ; 
"  Fair  to  no  purpofe,  artful  to  no  end, 
"  Young  without  Lovers,  old  without  a  Friend; 
**  A  Fop  their  Paffion,  but  their  Prize  a  Sot, 
**  Alive,  ridiculous,  and  dead,  forgot  !'* 

Alas !  there  is  not  a  public  aflembly,  or  a 
private  rout,  but  what  affords  too  many  melan- 
^oly  examples  of  this  moving  and  incomparable 
defcription. 

The  poet,  towards  the  conclufion  of  the  eflay, 
'^^nis  from  the  feverity  of  fatire,  to  friendly 
admonition,  in  the  following  beautiful  apoftrophc. 

**  Ah  !  Friend !  to  dazzle  let  the  Vain  defign ; 
**  To  raife  the  Thought^  ami  touch  the  Heart 
•    ^'  be  thine  ! 


**  PIcafures  arc  few,  and  fewer  we  enjoy, 

**  Plcafurc,  like  quick-Jther^  is  bright  and  coy  : 

**  Wc  drive  to  grafp  it,  with  our  utmoft  (kill, 

**  Still  it  eludes  us^  and  it  ^fitters  ftill  ; 

**  If  feiz'd  atlaft,  compute  vour  mighty  gains,  . 

*•  What  is  it,  but  rank  poilon  in  your  veins  I** 

This  fimile  is  finely  conceived,  and  every  word  is  happilj 
*^fcn  to  fuftain  the  comparifon,  which  moft  zptjj  illui- 
^''^tes  the  fugacious  nature  of  pleafure,  our  vftin  cflforts  to 
^^sc  it,  and  its  baneful  eiFcdls,  when  fei;&cd« 
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**  That  Charm  (hall  grow,  while  what  fatigut^ 

''  the  Ring,  M 

*'  Flaunts    and   goes    dowDi  an  unregardctfl 

**  thing  : 
**  So   when   the  Sun^a  broad  beam  has  hr^ 

**  the  fight,  M 

•*  All  nnild  afcehds  tlie    Moon*$  more  fobeP 

*Might, 
**  Sercfie  in  Virgin  Modefty  flie  fiiines,  f 

'*  And  unoblbrv'd  the  glaring  Orb  decline^/'     ' 


Nothing;  can  be  more  poetical  thsin  this  imi- 
get^^,  tK>r  more  artfully  conduced.  Every  fpM 
thet  is  nicely  appropriated  to  heighten  the  figtiiti 
and  embelliih  tl^  verfc  *. 


4 


•  Though  nothing  can  be  more  delightful  to  the  ieiag^' 
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This  paffage,  hoWever,  leads  me  to  mark  onfc 
general  objedion  to  this  eflay  of  Mr.  Pope's^ 
which  is,  that  though  he  ftrongly  fatirizes  the 
feftles  and  follies  of  the  fofter  fex,  yet  he  fcarce 
ever  relaxes  the  feverity  of  fatire,  by  inter- 
iperfmg  moral  precepts,  which  may  teach  them 
to  avoid  or  amend  what  is  reprehenfible.  There 
is  but  one  fmgle  line  in  the  whole  eflay,  in  which 
He  Has  offered  any  thing  like  advice  to  the  fair^ 
and  that  Hands  diftinguifhed  above  in  Italics. 

Young,  on  the  other  hand,  occafionally  foftens 
tie  afperity  of  fatire,  and  appears  in  the  more 
amiable  charadler  of  a  friend  and  monitor.  How 
moral,  how  tender,  and  perfuafive  is  the  con-^ 
dufion  of  the  fifth  fatire,  where  he  direfts  the 
fair  whom^  and  hoiv^  they  Ihould  ftudy  to 
charm. 

^  Then  pleafe  the  beft :  and  know,  for  men  of 

*'  fenfe 
"  Your  ftrongeft  charms,  are  native  innocence. 
**  Arts  on  the  mind,  like  pmnt  upon  the  face, 
'*  Fright  him,  that's  worth  your  love,  from 

*'  your  embrace. 
'  In:  fimple  manners  all  the  fecret  lies. 
Be  kind  and  virtuous,  you'll  be  blcft  and 

**  wife. 
V  ain  (how,  and  noife,  intoxicate  the  brain, 
c<  -^^gi^  with  giddinefs,  and  end  in  pain, 
^    A^ffedl  not  empty  Fame,  and  idle  praifc, 
,^  \Vhich,  all  thofe  wretches  I  defcribc,  bctraysj 
^^  V'our  fex's  glory  'tis  to  fhine  unknown, 
Of  all  applaufe,  be  fondcftof  your  own. 

U  "Beware 
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Bewaie  tha  fever  of  the  mind  !  that  thirft 
With  which  this  age  is  eminently  cnrth 
To  drink  of  pleafure  but  inflames  defiret 
And  abfiinence  alone  can  quench  the  fire : 
Take  paiii  from  life,  and  terror  from  the 

"  tomb» 
Give  peace  in  hand,  and  promifc  bHfs  to^^ 

"  come,'*  .    , 


How  exquifiteljr  chafte  is  Young*s  idea 
female  modefty  I 

*^  Naked  in  nothing  fhould  a  woman  be, 
*'  But  veil  her  niery  'wif  with  Modejiy ; 
"  X-et  man  di/cover^  let  not  her  dijp/ayf 
**  B\it  yield  her  charms  of  mind  with  fwee^i 
'*  delay." 

With  what  propriety  and  delicacy  does  l^-^ 
define  female  beauty,  and  explain  the  caufe  c» 
tliole  powerful  and  lafling  imprefEons,  whic^ 
wc  receive  from  forms  in  which  there  is  no  ftron  jfi 
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In  fhort,  Young,  as  I  have  premifed,  though 
by  no  means  equal  to  Mr.  Pope  in  the  various 
tffcntials  of  a  tine  poet,  Icctns,  ncvcrthelefs,  in 
thcfe  particular  points  of  comparifon,  to  be 
more  mailer  of  that  cafy  plcalant  raillery,  and 
of  that  urbanity  and  tendernefs,  which  fo  foft  a 
fubjed  fecms  peculiarly  to  demand  ** 

•  Mr.  Pope's  fcntimcnts  of  Dr.  Young,  as  exptcflcd  to 
Ws  friend  the  prefcnt  Bifliop  of  Gloucefter,  may  not  be  un- 
w:crtaiiiing  to  the  Reader. 

Mr.  Pope  thought  Dr.  Young  had  much  of  a  fublime  ge- 
H'US,  though  wichout  common  fenfe  ;  fo  that  his  genius, 
***ing  no  c^uide,  was  perpetually  liable  to  degenerate  into 
"^baft.  This  made  him  pa(9-a  foolifli  yoath^  the  fport  of 
Iwiand  poets.     But  his  having  a  very  good  heart,  enabled 

'^'01  to  fupport  the  clerical  charadler  when  he  afllimed  it,  hrft 

^"^'.h  dcccncyi  and  afterward  with  honour. 

The  want  of  reafonable  ideas  in  this  i n gen iotis  writer,  fo 

j^'^cgnant  with  imagination,  occafioned  the  fame  abfence  and 

"flradion  in  company,  which  has  frequently  been  obferved 

j^  befal  philofophic  men,  through  the  abund^mce  cf  theirs. 

**^this  abfence  being  on  that  account  attended  with  much 

^^furdity,  it  Ivas  not  only  cxcufed,  but  chjoytd.     He  gave, 

^^roughout  his  lift,  many  wonderful  examples  of  thi^  turn, 

^J  rather  debility,  of  mind  ;    of  which,  one  will  fuffice. 

^yhen  he   had  determined  to  go  into  orders,  he  addrcflcd 

^inifelf,  like  an  honeft  man,  for  the  bcft  direftions  in  the 

«i«ly  of  theology.     But  to  whom  did  he  apply  ?    It  may, 

i    perhaps,  be  thought,  to  Sherlock  or  Atterbury  ;  lo  Burnet 

^Hare.     No!    to  Mr.  Popf  :   who,  in   a  Vinithful  frolic, 

recommended   Thomas  Aquinas  to  him.     \Vi  h  this  irc»- 

Are  he  retired,  in  order  to  be  free  fiom  intcrrupti*>n,  to  an 

oblcurc  place  in    the  fuburbs.      His  dirtctor    hearing  no 

moTt  of  him  in  fix  months,  and  apprehending  he  niij'.ht  hjve 

carried  the  jeft  too  far,  fought  after  him,  and  f 'und  himouC 

jufi  in  time  to  prevent  aii  irretrievable  derangement. 

U  ^  Mr, 
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Mr.  Pope,  cvejy  now  and  then,  lofes  fight 

of  Horace's  precept 

"  A'l  JiniiLd  dhnum^  horribUi fcBere Jlagelh**^ 

In  triith,  bis  fatires  in  general  are  liable  to 
this  nlijctltion  :  as  was  kindly  intimated  to  him 
I)v  hi^  l)cnLV(>!cnt  friend  Arbuthnot,  who  ad- 
^iil'd  Iiini  ratlier  to  fludy  to  reform,    than  to 

chain  Ic. 

But  ^vlicn  female  charaflers  are  the  obje^s  of 
iatirCj  fuch  feverity  is  partieularly  reprehenfiblc- 
It  betrays  not  only  a  want  of  good  breedings  I 
hut  of  f^ood  poliey-     It  is  our  intereft  to  fhade 
the  dcfctls  of  the  fofter  fex,  the  better  to  con-  • 
cc;il  our  own  ;   for  fmce  we  arc  all,  in  feme  de-  ' 
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^ition,  and  which  indeed  the  nature  of  the  fub- 
jedl  requires,  the  latter  having  been  penned  and 
made  public  before  the  former,  on  an  occafion 
i/irhich  will  be  explained  hereafter. 

The  firft  of  thefc  q^ftlcs  is  penned  with  great 
eafe  and  vivacity.  iMr.  Poi»e,  neverthelefs, 
fomewhere  fays,  that  it  coft  him  a  j;rcat  deal  of 
labour  and  attention ;  and  he  has  been  heard  to 
4ieclare,  in  private  converfation,  that  what  he 
wrote  fafteft,  always  pleafed  moft  *• 

This  epiftle,  therefore,  having  been  laboured 
into  eafe^  may  be  among  the  rcafons  why  it  is 
not  fo  plcafing,  at  leaft  to  the  writer  of  thefc 
flieets,  as  thofe  which  precede  it. 

It  is  true,  we  meet  with  many  fallies  of  keen 
iwit,  and  ftrokes  of  fine  poetry  in  it ;  but  they 
are  more  tliinly  fcattcrcd  than  in  the  foregoing 
eflays.  At  the  fame  time,  it  would  be  difficult 
to  point  out  any  glaring  blcmilhes  :  in  fliort, 
compared  with  his  other  works,  it  has,  fomc 
few  inimitable  jiaffagcs  excepted,  too  much  of 
tlie  mediocre  in  it :  and  it  muft  necclfanly  j);cafc 
Icfs  now  than  at  the  time  of  its  firft  publication, 
as  moft  of  the  fadls  and  charadl:cr3  rccfirdcd  in 
it,  and  which  then  made  it  interefting,  h:.Te 
been  long  fincc  forgotten. 

•  An  inftancc  of  which  he  gave,  not  only  in  f"  '_•  ?  ;  c  r.f 
the  Lock,  but  in  the  Poem  on  the  Char.ictcTi  of  '%'.o  :,^»i, 
juft  now  fpolc^n  of;  which  he  wrote  at  one:  in  z  h  .  ,  ;.'.: 
of  malice  or  rcfcntmcnt,  but  of  pure,  thotjgh  ftro..;  .  ;-.  :  - 
cat  fire  :  And,  in'iccd,  rwtwithftandr.;:  c!  l-  - 
above  jsiade  to  it,  ii  well  dcfcrvcd  the  diftir.;:u:fh .  :  ./ 
it  met  with. 

U3  N..-.:- 
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"•    ••  Riches,  lik^infei>s,  when  concealed  they  lie> 

•*  Wait  bui  for  ^A-ings,  and  in  their  fcafon  fly. 
:     «-\Vho  lees  pa-e  Mammon  pine  amidft  his 

**  llore, 
•*  Sees  hut  a  backward  fteward  for  the  Poor ; 
"  Thh  y^ar  a  Refervoir,  to  keep  and  fparc  ; 
"  The  mxtj  a  Fountain,  fpouting  through  his 

"  Heir, 
**  In  lavifli  ftreams  to   quench   a  Country's 

''thiift, 
**  And   rrcn  and   dogs  Ihall  drink   him  till 

''  they  burft,'* 

•     But  the  following  exemplification  of  the  ex- 
'trenie  of  parfimony,  in  the  charadler  of  Cotta^  is 
as  ftr iking  as  any  perhaps  that  our  poet  ever 
delineated, 

"  Old  Cotta  (hamM  his  fortune  and  his  birth, 
"  Yet  was  not  Cotta  void  of  wit  or  worth : 
"  What  tho*  (the  ufe  of  barbarous  fpits  forgot) 
**  His  kitchen  \'y  *d  in  coolnefs  with  his  grot  ? 
^*  His  court  with  nettles,   moats  with  creffes 

"  ftor'd, 
**  With  foups    unbought  and  fallads   blefs'd 

"  his  board  ? 
**  If  Cotta  liv'd  on  pulfe,  it  was  no  more 
**  ThanBramins,  Saints,  and  Sages  did  before  j 
"  To  cram  the  Rich  was  prodigal  expence, 
^*  And  who  would  take  the  Poor  from  Provi- 

"  dence  ? 
**  Like  fome  lone  Chartreux  ftands  the  good 

''  old  hall, 
**  Silence  wijhout,  and  fafts  within  the  wall ; 
U  ^  ''  Nq 
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*'  No   rafterM   roofs   -with  dance  and  tabor 

**  found, 
"  No  noon-tide  bell  invites  the  country  round  : 
*'  Tenants  with  fighs   the  fmoaklefs   tow'rt 

**  furvcy,  • 

*^  And  torn  th'  unwilling  fteeds  another  w^ay : 
**  Benighted  wanderers,  the  foreft  o*er, 
*'  Cuns*d  the  favM  candle,  and  unop*ning  dcxir; 
'*  While  the  gaunt  maftiff,  growling  at  the 

"gate, 
"  Affrights  the  beggar  whom  he  longs  to  eaL" 

This  pafllige  affords  inftances  of  various  beau** 
ties.  In  the  firft  ten  lines  there  is  a  great  deal 
of  fprightly  raillery »  pleafant  irony,  and  farcaf- 
tic  wit.  Thofe  which  immediately  follow  are 
beautifully  defcriptive,  they  are  perfc£Uy  pic^ 
turefque. 


^ 
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■*  In  heaps,  like  Ambergris,  a  ftink  it  lies, 
"  But  well  difpersM,  is  Incenfe  to  the  Skies.^ 


Thefe  figures  admirably  illuftrate  the  precept' 
\7hich  the  poet  here  inculcates ;  and  which  is 
likewife  happily  exemplied  in  the  portrait  of  the 
Man  ofRqfs.  Benevolence  is  there  painted  in  a 
moft  amiable  light  *.  Few,  however,  are  un-* 
acquainted  writh  this  pidure ;  let  us  therefore 
turn  to  the  noble  apoftrophe  which  follows. 

The  poet  having  obferved  that  the  fund  for 
the  difFufive  bounty  which  the  Man  of  Rofs  dis- 
played, was  but  five  hundred  pounds  a  year ; 
thus  treaks  forth 


Blufh,  Grandeur,  blufh !  proud  Courts,  vydth- 
draw  your  blaze ! 
^*  Ye    little    Stars !     hide     your    diminifli'd 
''  rays." 

Xord  B.  then,  by  way  of  furprife,  makes  the 
following  interrogations. 


•  As  a  proof  of  the  pleafure  which  our  author  fincfcrely 
felt  in  painting  virtue,  hear  what  he  fays  in  one  of  his  letters 
to  Mr.  Bethel. 

**  I  have  been  fo  pleafcd  when  I  meet  with  a  good  example 
**  or  charafter  (as  it  is  acuriofity  now)  that  I  have  fent  cx- 
.**  prefs  enquiries  after  the  particulars,  to  be  exa<ft  in  the 
««  celebration  of  it ;  and  with  great  contentment  find,  that 
#«  what  I  write  of  the  good  works  of  the  Man  of  Rofs,  is  to 
*«  g  tittle  true/' 


gg 
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**  B.  And  what  ?  no  monumentj  infcriptio% 
**  ftone  ?  .  • 

*^  His  race,  his  form,  his  name  almoft  im- 
**  known  ?*■* 

To  which  the  poet  replies  :  ^ 

'^  P,  Who  builds  a  Church  to  God,  and  not  to 

"  Fame, 
•'  Will  never  mark  the  marble  with  his  Name: 
*'  Got  learch  it  there,  where  to  be  born  and 

''  die, 
''  Of  rich  and  poor,  makes  all  the  hiftory  j 
*'  Enough,  that  Virtue  filPd  the  fpace  between  j 
*'  ProvM  by  the  ends  of  being,  to  have  been, 
*^  When  Hopkins  dies,  a  thoufand  lights  at- 

*'  tend 
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"  There,  Vi6tor  of  his*  health,  of  fortun< 

"  friends, 
*'  And  fame ;    this  lord  of  ufelefs  thoufanc 

"  ends.'' 

With  what  happy  (kill  has  the  poet  heightene 
the  diftrefs  of  this  Lord's  miferable  end,  by  tt 
glaring  contraft  of  his  former  fplendor !  Ho' 
i'enfibly  we  feel  the  depth  of  his  mifery,  whe 
our  imagination  compares  the  proud  Alcove  o 
Cliveden,  the  Bower  of  love;  with  the  poor 
flock  bed  repaired  with  ftraw,  and  all  the  fcanty 
wretched  apparatus  with  which  the  poet  his 
furnifticd  it.  But  the  beauty  of  defcription,  is 
not  the  only  merit  of  this  paflage. 


The  poet,  having  fhewn  that  wealth,  abufed, 
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**  For  what  has  Virro  painted,    built,    and 

"  planted  ? 
•*  Only  tofhow,  how  many  Taftes  he  wanted. 
"  What  brought  Sir  Vifto's  ill  got  wealth  to 

"wafte? 
**  Some  Demon  whifper'd,   "Vifto!  have  a- 

«  Tafte." 
**  Heav'n  vifits  with  a  tafte  the  wealthy  fool, 
*•  And  needs  no  Rod  but  Ripley  with  a  Rule/^ 

The  poet  then,  after  paying  a  compliment  to 
Lord  Burlington,  who  was  at  that  time  pub- 
liihing  the  defigns  of  Inigo  Jones,  and  of  the 
modern  ornaments  of  Italy,  proceeds  .to  rally 
the  abfurdities  which  refult  from  injudicious  and 
awkward  imitation. 

**  Yet  fhall  (my  Lord)  your  juft,  your  noble 

"  rules 
•*  Fill  half  the  land  with  Imitating-Fools ; 
**  Who  random  drawings  from  your  fheets^ 

"  fhall  take, 
**  And  of  one  beauty  many  blunders  make ; 
**  Load  fome  vain  Church  with  old  Theatric 

"ftate, 
**  Turn  Arcs  of  triumph  to  a  Garden-gate ; 
"    '  •*  Reverie  your  Ornaments ;  and  hang  them  all 
**  On  fome  patch 'd  dog-hole  ek'd  with  ends  of 

*'wall; 
**  Then  clap  four  dices  of  Pilafter  on't, 
**  That,  lac'd  with  bits  of  ruftic,  makes  a  Front* 
*'  Shall  call  the  winds  through  long  arcades  ' 

"  to  roar, 
**  Proud  to  catch  cold  at  a  Venetian  door ; 

"  Con-' 
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*'  Conicious  they  a£l  a  true  Talladiart  part,  *' 
**  And  if  they  flarve,  they  ftarve  by  rules  of 
"  art."  .  I 

Therc  is  a  great  deal  of  trtie  wit  and  plea-* 
fcntrv  in  thefe  line^*  But  the  poet  ha\4ng  thuS 
pleaLinily  and  farcaftically  ridiculed  falfe  tafle* 
proceeds  to  Jlicw  wherein  true  tqfie  confifiB  t  and 
feri^t  he  chkrs'csth^tgQoJfinJe  is  the  foundation 
of  f^vt  tjje,  whofe  office  it  is  to  embellifli  na^ 
ture  with  fui table  ornaments* 


**  111  all,  let  Nature  never  be  forgot^       ••     t 
**  But  treat  the  Goddcfs  like  a  itiodefl  fair^ 
'*  Nor  ovtT-drcrii^  nor  leave  her  wholly  bare  J 
*'  Let  not  tach  heautvc\*ry  where  befpyM, 
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**  Cbnfult  the  Genius  of  the  Place  in  all ; 
"  That  tells  the  Waters  or  to  rife,  or  Ml ; 
^*  Or  helps  th'  ambitious  Hill  the  Hcav'hs  to 

"fcale, 
**  Or  fcoops  in  circling  theatres  the  Vale ; 
.  *^  Calls    in  the    Country,    catches  opening 

"Glades, 
"  ]foins  willing  Woods,  and  varies  Shades  frobi . 

"Shades; 
•*  Now  breaks,  or  now  direds,  th'  intending 

"  Lines ; 
.  **  Paints  as  you  plant,   and,  as  you  work, 

"  defigns." 

The  poet  difplays  admirable  fkill  in  the  ma-^ 
nagement  o£  thefe  bold  figures,  which  are  as 
chaftc  and  correct,  as  they  are  fublime  and  beau- 
tfuL  What  a  nobl^  and  delightful  deiign  hat 
he  hejrq  depidured  !  And  with  what  maftety  of 
language  is  every  epithet  happily  feleded  gra- 
dually to  raife,  and  finally  to  perfect,  the  repre-* 
*^ntation  of  this  enchanting  fcene ! 

.  Bo\7  unlike  to  this,  is  Timon^s  idea  of  mag- 
'^cence,  which  difplays  neither  fenfe  nor  tafte, 
r'^d  Which  is  admirably  ridiculed  in  the  follow- 
^S  ^tiimitablc  defcription. 


^t  Timon^s  Villa  let  Us  pafs  a  day, 
Adhere   all    cry   out,   "  What    firais    are 

^^  "  thrown  away  !^* 

^^  ^o  proudt  fo  grand ;  of  that  (lupendous  air, 
^ft  and  Agreeable  come  aever  there. 

"  Greats 


•  •a*3-v  A 


.^-ui:u:::      I    :ii^    Nor 

,.  N^-iOvc,    each  JLLcj   ] 

•.^.:;rm  ;uil  renecii  :he  , 
*  c  '::%*ertcd  Na:urj  :l:ts, 

i:uc^,  .Statues  rhick  j^  : 
•;::::iiii.  never  :•:  re  ria; 

^miiicr-tiouic,  liia:  k:ic\ 

vj  -'ilU  zhrzu'zh  mvrtle  be 
.^  r.^h:,  or  die  in  rxw*r 
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it  18  no  wonder  it  raifed  the  refentment  which, 
vre  fhall  prefently  fee,  it  excited.  It  is  obferv- 
able  likewife,  with  what  happy  dexterity  the 
poet,  in  expofing  the  abfurdities  of  falfe  tafte, 
has  negatively  prefcribed  the  rules  of  true  tafte. 

Timon's  ftudy,  his  furniture,  his  loaded 
Uible,  his  aukward  hofpitality,  next  become 
the  objedls  of  keen  raillery :  but  to  feledt  all 
the  beauties  of  this  piece,  would  be  to  tranf- 
cribe  the  poem,  which  he  concludes  with  a 
compliment  to  his  two  noble  friends,  who 
let  examples  of  magnificence  in  planting  and 
building,  where  both  fenfe  and  tafte  concur. 

*^  Who  then  Ihall  grace,  or  who  improve  the 

"  Soil? 
**  Who  plants  like  Bathurjl  *,  or  who  builds 

"  like  Boykr 

There  is  one  admirable  beauty  in  the  con- 
^lufion  of  this  poem  which  muft  not  be  omWr 
*cdi    where  the  poet,   in   thefe   two   beautiful 

The  beautiful  plantations  at  this  nobleman's  edatc  at  Ciren^ 
^ffier  have  indeed  graced  the  foil,   which  of  itfelf  is  far  from  be- 


^^  the  moft  inviting.     It  is  remarkable  that  his  Lordihip,  as  I 

.ijy^  been  well  aiTured,  began  thefe  plantations,  in  which  he  has 

ti     x^^^^  ^^^  ^^  elegance  of  tafte,  after  he  had  reached  his  for- 

^^^'^  year ;  and  he  has  had  the  rare  felicity  not  only  of  living  to 

^^,  ^Kcm  in  a  ftate  of  perfeftion,  but  of  preferving  fuch  a  degree 

Ij    ^^3lth  and  vigour,  as  enable  him  to  enjoy  the  delightful  fcenes 

£      *^ay  be  faid  to  have  created.     In  his  early  days,  he  not  only 

/j^V^^d  in  the  political  world,    but  he  was  the  delight  of  every 

ji^  *  *^l  circle :    And  even  now,  at  an  age  to  which  few  advance, 

^1^  5^ill  retains  that  chearfulnefs  and  urbanity  which  at  once  refine 

enliven  convcrfatioa. 

X  lines. 
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Greatnefs,  with  TiiiiOG,  dwells 

**  draught 
As  brings  ail  Brobdignag  before  yo 
To  compafs  this,  his  building  i 
His  pond  an  Ocean,  his  parte r^ 
Who  but  muft  laugh,  the  Mr 

**  feeSi 
A  puny  infect  fliiv'ring  at 
Lo,  what  huge  lieaps  of  ! i' > 
The  whole  a  labourM  Qu:;;  ■ 
Two  Cupids  fquirt  before 
Improves    the   keeunds  •• 

*'  wind. 
His  Gai'dens  next  your 
On  every  fide  you  look. 
No  pleanng  intricaciL 


(II 


KT^ 
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S^aixi,  as  he  received  pleafure  in  feeing  the  g«- 
^^dral  zeal  of  the  world  in  the  caufe  of  a  great 
^^^2111  who  is  beneficent,  and  the  particular 
'^^^arrath  of  his  noble  friend  in  that  of  a  privato 
^^^a^n  who  was  innocent. 
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*•  It  was  not  the  poem,"  fays  he,  **  that  dc- 
fcrved  this  from  you^  for  as  I  had  the  honour 
to  be  your  friend,  I  would  not  treat  you  quiie 
like  a  poet :  but  fure  the  writer  deferved  more 
candor  even  from  thofe  who  knew  him  nor, 
than  to  promote  a  report  which  in  regard  to 
that  noble  pcrfon,  was  impertinent,  in  regard 
to  me,  villainous.     Yet  I  had  no  great  caufe  to 
wonder,  that  a  charader  belonging  to  twenty 
fhould  be  applied  to  one,  fmce,  by  that  means, 
nineteen  would  efcape  the  ridicule.     I  was  too 
well  content  with  my  knowledge  of  that  noble 
perfon's  opinion  in  this  aflFair  to  trouble  the 
public  about  it. 

**  Since  malice  and  miftake,"  he  continues, 
are  fo  long  dying,  I  have  taken  the  oppor- 
tunity of  a  third  edition,  to  declare  his  be- 
lief, not  only  of  my  innocence,  but  of  their 
malignity ;  of  the  former  of  which  my  own 
heart  is  as  confcious,  as  I  fear  fome  of  theirs 
muft  be  of  the  latter.  His  humanity  feels  a 
concern  for  the  injury  done  to  me,  while  his 
greatnefs  of  mind  can  bear  with  indifference 
the  infult  offered  to  himfelf." 

Towards  the  conclufion  he  adds, "  I  have 

learned  there  are  fome  who  would  rather  be 
X  a  *'  wicked 


;;  avoid  mifconftriidKons. 
not  to  multiply  ill-a 
may  probably  in  my  I 
"amcs,  inftcadoffiait 

In  the  third  volume  of 
conddcration,  there  is  a  f. 
Mr   Addifon,  occafioned 

iVIedalsjandasthcfourt} 
particular    branch   of   pn 

V|innyofexpcnceInpcopl 
dl^io",  fo  this  ridicules  oj 
"ity,  ^vhich  is  difplayed  ir 

coins  and  may  therefore^ 
Mend  as  a  corollary  to  the 
extreme  folly  of  the  wron 
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^*  Poor  Vadius,  long  with  learned  fpleen  de- 

"  vour'd, 
•^  Can  tafte  no  pleafure  fince  hie  Jhteld  was 

"  fcour'd: 
**  And  Curio,  reftlefs  by  the  Fair  One^s  fide, 
**  Sighs  for  an  Otho,  and  neglcds  his  bride." 

The  pleafant  raillery  of  thefe  lines  is  admir- 
iblc,  and.  is  more  likely  to  corred:  fuch  an  ab- 
urd  and  prepofterous  tafte,  than  a  grave  and 
brmal  reproof. 

This  was  the  laft  of  our  author's  jnoral  effays ; 
and  in  one  of  his  letters  to  Dean  Swift,  he  ac- 
counts for  his  declining  them. 


Ci 
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I  am,"  fays  he,  **  almoft  at  the  end  of 
my  morals,  as  I  have  been  long  ago  of  my 
wit ;  my  fyftem  is  a  fhort  one,  and  my  circle 
narrow.  Imagination  has  no  limits  ;  that  is 
a  fphere  in  which  you  may  move  on  to  eter- 
nity :  but  where  one  is  confined  to  truth,  or 
*'  to  fpeak  more  like  a  human  creature,  to  the 
"  appearances  of  truth,  we  foon  find  the  Ihort- 
**  nefs  of  our  tether." 

Among  the  lefler  pieces  in  this  volume,  wc 
muft  not  omit  taking  notice  of  the  little  ode, 
Entitled,  The  dyxn^  Chnjl'ian  to  his  Soul,  in  imi- 
tation of  the  Emperor  Adrian's ;  which  is  very 
poetical  and  fublimc,  and  much  fiiperior  to  theori- 
ginal,  wherein  there  is  Ibmething  little  and  puerile. 

The  publication  of  the  Ethic  Epiftles  having 

raifcd  a  vaft  clamour  againft  the  author,  he  took 

X  3  occafion 
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occafion  to  anfwer  the  flanderers  in  fomc  fatircJ 
ill  )mitrtir»n  of  Horace.  He  thought,  ag  he 
tells  us,  tliat  an  anfwer  from  Horace  was  boiJi 
more  full  and  of  more  dignity  than  any  he  could 
have  made  in  his  own  perfoii ;  and  the  example 
ct  much  greater  ireedom  in  fo  eminent  a  diTine 
as  Dr.  ijunnc,  feemed  a  proof  with  what  indig- 
nation and  contempt  a  Chriilian  may  treat  vice 
or  folly  J  in  ever  fo  low,  or  ever  fo  high,  a  ftation. 

Thcfe  fiitircs  are  by  no 'means  equal  in  point 
of  verflfication  to  his  other  corapofitions  *;  but 
they  aboun:"  ^Irokcs  of  wit  and  fpirit.  They 
are  not,  as  hh  learned  Commentator  obferves,  a 
paraphrafe  nt  Horace,  or  a  faithful  copy  ofhia 
genius  and  manner  of  writing.  In  manypIaceSt 
iicverthetcls,  the  imitation  is  fuperior  to  tk 
For  ioftancc,  in  the  followinj^  paiTage 
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•*  Nee  quifquam  noeeaty  cnpido  mihi  pads  !  at 

"  ille, 
**  ^i  me  comtnority  (melius  non  tangere^  clamo) 
•*  Flebity  et  in/ignis  tota  cantabitur  urhe^'^ 

Thus  improved 

**  Peace  is  my  dear  delight — not  Fleury 's  more : 
**  But  touch  me,  and  no  Minifter  fo  fore, 
**  Whoe'er  offends,  at  fome  unlucky  time 
**  Slides  into  verfe,  and  hitches  in  a  rhyme, 
**  Sacred  to  Ridicule  his  whole  life  long, 
**  And  the  fad  burden  of  fome  merry  fong," 

TThere  is  a  delicacy  and  pleafantry  in  this  apo- 
^^&y  for  the  feverity  of  his  fatire,  which  feems 
.^  excel  the  original :  which  is  again  furpaffed, 
*^  point  of  fpirit,  in  thefe  lines. 

**  Cervius  iratus  leges  mimtatur  et  umam ; 
**  Canulid  Albutij  quibus  eft  inimicay  venerium  ; 
^  Grande  malum  Turius^ft  quidft:  judice  certes?^ 


^      ^ip)  and  admit  him  to  yours;  fojuftice  and  righteouf* 
Xizk  will  meet." 

^  On  other  occafions,  fpeaking  of  him  to  the  fame  friend* 
^^  exprefies  himfclf  fomewhat  jocularly : — **  I  have  juft  feeii 
^^  ^r.  Juftice  Fortefcue,  who  is  very  mindful  of  your  kind 
^^  ^iftiQSion,  and  reckons  the  notice  of  a  man  df  worth,  no 
imall  one.  £very  man  bears  refpeft  to  virtue,  even  a 
hwytr  apd  a  cpurtier.  The  wonder  is,  when  an  honeft  dtf» 
Interefted  man,  will  defcend  to  take  nctice  of  tbtmy  which 
;cally  nothing  but  charity  could  maiir  cus  do.*' 

X  4  *♦  Slandcf 
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"  Slander  or  Poifon  dread  from  Delia *s  rti^ 
**  Hard  words  or  hangingf  if  your  judge  be 

*'  Page, 
'*  From  furious  Sappho  fcarce  a  milder  fate, 
*'  P— x'd    by   her    love,    or  libcllM   by  ha 

"  hate  *-*' 

It  mufl  be  confefTed,  however,  that  tlie  prf* 
fages  which  follow*  ares  as  the  annotator  has 
remarked^  greatly  below  the  original ;  and  il 
may  be  added,  much  inferior  to  our  aullror 
himfelf- 

Bat  our  poet  foon,  how^eyer,  towers  above 
his  origiiiaU  and  darts  forth  fuch  lively  HaHiCJi 
of  indignation^  as  could  only  proceed  from  tk 
vigour  of  genius^  warmed  with  the  glow  »» 
yhtue.  * 
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^  Can  there  be  wanting,  to  defend  Her  caufe, 
^  Lights  of  the  Church,  or  Guardians  of  the 

"  Laws  ? 
^  Could   penfionM   Boileau    lafh    in-  honefl; 

"ftrain 
"  Flatterers  and  Bigots  ev'n  in  Louis'  reign  f 
^*  Could  Laureate  Dryden  Pimp  and  Fry'r  en- 

"  Yet  neither  Charles  nor  James  be  in  a  rage  ? 

**  And  I  not  ftrip  the  gilding  off  a  Knave, 

•*  UnplacM,  unpenfion'd,   no  man's  heir,  or 

**  flave  ? 
^*  I  will,  or  perifli  in  the  gen'rous  caufe : 
?*  Hear  this,  and  tremble  !  you,  who  'fcape  the 

"  Laws. 
**  Yes,  while  I  live,  no  rich  or  noble  knave 
^  Shall  walk  the  world,  in  credit,  to  his  gravCr 
^  To  Virtue  only  and  her  friends  a  friend,       ' 
f '  The  World  befide  may  murmur,   or  com- 

.    "  mend. 
"  Know,  all  the  diilant  din  that  world  can  keep, 
^  Rolls  o'er  my  Grotto,  and  but  fooths  my 

**  fleep. 
'•  There,  my  retreat  the  beft  Companions  grace, 
^  Chiefs  out  of*  war,  and  Statefmen  out  of 

**  place." 

The  confcious  pride  likewife  with  which  he 
Saks  of. his  familiarity  with  the  great,  is 
[played  with  becoming  fpirit  and  dignity. 

•*  Envy  muft  own,  I  live  among  the  Great, 
*^  No  Pimp  of  pleafure,  and  no  Spy  df  ftate. 
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'^  With  eyes  that  pry  not,   tongue  that  ne*c^ 

*'  repeats,  ^ 

*'  Fond   to  fpread  friendfliips,   And  to  ccr%ref 

"■  heats  ; 
**  To  help  who  want,  to  forward  who  excel    j  f 
*^  This  all  who  know  me»  know;  who  lo"%re 

'*  me,  tell ; 
*^  And  who  unknown  defame  mc»  let  th^i^ 

*'be 
**  Scriblers  or  Peers,  alike  are  Mob  to  mc/' 


This  is,  indeed,  fumen  fupabiam  quaefit^^^^ 

mcrkis ! 

It  Is  to   be  obferved  that  Lord  Harvey  a.*^<l 

Lady  Mary  • were  fuppofed   to  h^.^^ 

been  defcribed  in  this    epiflle,  fo  charafterifti* 
cally,  under  the  names  of  Lord  Fanny  and  S^^M 
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and  therefore  would  not  engage  myfelf .  to 
fpeak  to  Mr.  Pope;  but  he  coming  to  my 
houfe  the  moment  you  went  away,  I  gave 
him  as  exadt  an  account  as  I  could  of  our 
converfation. 

**  He  faid  to  me,  what  I  had  taken  the  liberty 
to  fay  to  you,  that  he  wondered  how  the  town 
would  apply  thefe  lines  to  any  but  fome  noted 
common  woman ;  that  he  fhould  yet  be  more 
furprized,  if  you  fhould  take  them  to  your- 
felf.  He  named  to  me  four  remarkable 
poetefles  and  fcriblers,  Mrs.  Centlivre,  Mrs, 
Haywood,  Mrs.  Manly  and  Mrs.  Ben,  ladies 
famous  indeed  in  their  generation,  and  fome 
of  them  efteemed  to  have  given  very  unfor- 
tunate favoufs  to  their  friends,  afluring  me 
that  fuch  only  were  the  objedls  of  his  fa  tire. 

"  I  hope  this  aflurance  will  prevent  your  fur- 
ther miftake,  and  any  confequences  upon  fo 
odd  a  fubjedl.     I  have  nothing  more  to  add* 

"  Your  Ladyfhip's  * 

"  Moft  humble  and  obedient  fervant, 

^*  Peterborough.** 
Nor 


•  Mr.  Pope,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Bethel,  then  in  Itily, 
)caks  of  this  Lady  with  a  great  deal  of  jocularity. 

"  You  mention,"  fays  he,  **  the  fameof  my  old  acquAhi- 
'  tancc,  Lady  Mary^  as  fpread  over  Italy.    Neither  you 

**  delight 
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Nor  was  his  Lordihip  lefs  oiFended,  In  flioir 
the  two  noble  {)crlbnoges,  not  only  returns 
ilic  attack  witli  their  pens*,  but  exerted  m 
ihi^ir  jnflucnec  aim>ng  the  nobility,  and  ere 
wiuli  the  King  and  Queen,  to  do  him  prejudice 
T  his  hill  attempt  was  what  moft  affetled  ol_ 
pDCtj  and  of  wliich  he  cxprefTed  the  highcftir^ 
dl;i;natlon,  in  the  following  letter  to  the  nol> 
Lord;  whieh,  as  it  is  laid,  was  fliewn  to  hi 
Ma  jelly  atifoon  as  it  was  iiniHied- 

*'  I  beleech  yourl^ordnijp  to  confider  theinjur 
*'  a  n^in  of  your  high  rank  and  credit   may  d 
"  to  a  private  perlon,    under  penal  laws  an 
many   other   diladvantages,    not   for  want 
houclly  or  confeiencc,  but  merely,  perhap: 
I*'  fov  havinsr  too  'icaik  a  hmcL  or  too  tender  • 
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"  Abore  all,   your  Lordfhip  will  be  careful 
not  to  wrong  my  moral  charadler,  with  thofe 
asnder  whofe  protection  I  live  ;    and  through 
^whofe  lenity  alone  I  can  live  with  comfort. 
"5four  Lordfhip,  I  am  confident,  upon  confide- 
xation,  will  think  you  inadvertently  went  a 
little  too  far,  when  you  recommended  to  their 
peruikl,  and  ftrengthened  by  the  weight  of 
your  approbation,  a  libel,  mean  in  its  reflec- 
tions upon  my  poor  figure,  and  fcandalous  in 
thofe  on  my  honour  and  integrity  ;  wherein 
I  was  reprefented  as  an  enemy  to  the  human 
race,    a  murderer  of  reputations,  a  monfter 
marked  by  God  like  Cain,  deferving  to  wan- 
der accurfed  through  the  world. A  ftrange 

picture  of  a  man,  who  had  the  good  fortune 
to  enjoy  many  friends,  who  will  always  be 
remembered  as  the  firft  ornaments  of  their 
age  and  country,  and  no  enemies  that  ever 
Contrived  to  be  heard  of,   except  Mr.  John 
iDennis   and   your  Lordfliip.      A  man   who 
never  wrote  a  line,  in  which  the  religion  or 
government  of  his  country,  the  royal  family, 
^::>r  their  miniftry,    were  difrefpeftfully  men- 
tioned ;  the  animofity  of  any  one  party  gra- 
tified at   the  expence  of  another;    nor  any 
^enfure  paft,  but  upon  known  vices,  acknow- 
Xedged  folly,  or  aggrefling  impertinence.     It  is 
^ith  infinite  pleafure   he   finds,    that    fome, 
who  feem  afliamed  and  afraid  of  nothing  elfe, 
are  fo  very  fcnfible  of  this  ridicule ;  and  'tis 
for  that  very  reafon,  he  refolves,  by  the  grace 
of  God,  and  your  Lordftiip's  good  leave, 

*'  That 


^  riiE  Ll¥K  ov 

•  '^M  '^"-*'"  ^^^  breathes,  no  rich  or  noble 

ii  ^illwalk  the  worlds  in  credit,  to  his  grave 

M  Thi§  ^f  thinks  is  rendering  the  beft  fervic 
^  w  csfi  to  the  public,  and  even  to  the  goo 
^  -gg^cMiient  of  his  fellow-creatures.  For  this 
^  ^  1^3^^  he  may  dcfervc  feme  commendatior^ 
^  ^^^ct  ^-  grcatcfl  perfons  in  it.  Your  Lore 
-  h\*  t'V*^^'^  tjf  whom  I   fpcak the- 


re 

IS 

5r 


44inc>  I  iTiould  be  as  forry,    and  as  mui 
^^£u^:cv!  ro  place  near  your's  on  fuch  an  occ^:^'^ 
.•-ni^  -'^>  1  Ihould  t(j  fee  you,  my  Lord,  place=^^*^ 
s^  tcir  their  per  Ions,  if  you  could  ever  ma^ 
V  tl-^  *i^^  ufc  of  their  ear,  as  to  afperfe  or 


:i.orctv!it  an  innocent  man. 


/e.^r  did  not  think  proper  to  print  this  lettei 
n.1  ^et,  what  is  more  remarkable,  to  communl 
Aic  it  to  liis  friend  Swift,  to  whom  he  excuie< 

.luclf  ina  letter,  fent  with  his  fourth  ElTa; 

,  Man*  and  hJs  Epiftle  to  Lord  Cobham* 
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*•  are  thought  of  fome  weight,  appears  from 
**  the  great  noife  and  buftle,  that  the  court  and 
**  town  make  about  me.     I  defire  your  opinion 

*'  as  to  Lady 's  and  Lord *s  perfor- 

^*  mance.     They  are  certainly  the  top  wits  of 
#**  the  ccrurt,  and  you  may  judge  by  that  fmgle 
*•  piece,  what  can  be  done  againft  me,  for  it 
**  was  laboured,  corrected,  pre-commended,  and 
**  at  laft  difapproved,  fo  far  as  to  be  difowned  by 
"  /  themfelves,  after  each  had  highly  cried  it  up 
**    £or  the  other's.    I  have  met  with  fome  com- 
plaints, and  heard  at  a  diftance  of  fome  threats 
cxcaiioned  by  my  terfes.     I  fent  fair  meffages 
to  acquaint  them  where  I  was  to  be  found  in 
town,  and  to  offer  to  call  at  their  houfes  ta 
fatisfy  them ;  and  fo  it  dropped.     It  is  very 
poor  in  any  one  to  rail  and  threaten  at  a  dis- 
tance, and  have  nothing  to  fay  to  you  whea 
they  fee  you.'* 


cc 
cc 
Cc 

cc 
cc 


To  this  he  received  a  very  pleafant  and  friendly 
^i^^fwer;  entirely  in  the  character  of  the  facetiouis 

'*^ean  :  who  fays, "  Give  me  a  IhiHing,  and 

^^  I  will  infure  you  that  pofterity  fhall  never 
^  know  one  fingle  enemy,  excepting  thole 
^  whofe  memory  you  have  preferved.*^ 

Our  poet,  however,  was  not  intimidated  by 

^he  clamours  againft  him,  nor  difcouraged  by 

Viis  friends  anxiety  for  his  fafety  ;  as  appears  by 

^^s  letter  to  his  friend  Dr.  Arbuthnot,  whereiij 

^e  makes  an  apology  for  the  feverity  of,  his 

Satire,  on  account  of  which,  the  Dodor,  as  has 

before 
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before  been  intimated,  had  gently  reprehc 

liim. 


*'-  Wliat  you  recommend  to  me  with 
folcmnity  of  a  laft  requeft,  lliall  have  iu 
Vvcight  with  me.  That  difdain  and  indi 
tion  againft  vice,  is  (I  thank  God)  the 
diidain  and  indignation  I  have :  It  is  fin 
and  it  will  be  a  lafting  one.  But  fure  it 
impofliblc  to  have  a  juft  abhorrence  of 
without  hating  the  vicious,  as  to  bear  a 
love  for  virtue,  without  loving  the  j 
To  rciurm  and  not  to  chaftife,  I  am  afrs 
inipv)fri!;lc;  and  that  the  beft  precepts,  as 
as  the  bell  laws,  would  prove  of  fmall 
if  there  were  no  examples  to  enforce  t 
To  attiick  vices  in  the  abftraft,  wit 
touching:  perlons,  may  be  fate  fitrhtinj 


} 
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HaTing  thus  juftificd  his  fatirc  on    the  prin- 
I     ciples  of  reafon,  he  fartlier  proceeds  to  jullify 
it  bjr  the  fandtion  of  example. 

**  It  is  certain,  much  freer  fatirifts  than  I, 
_      have  enjoyed  the  encouragement  and  protec- 
"^        tion  of  the  princes  under  whom  they  lived. 
Augufius  and  Maecenas  made  Horace  their 
companion,  though  he  had  been  in  arms  on 
the  fide  of  Brutus  ;  and,  allow  me  to  remark, 
^^  It  was  but  of  the  fufFering  party  too,    that 
^^  they    favoured    and     diftinguiflied    Virgil. 
,.  You  will  not  fufped  me  of  comparing  myfelf 
j^  With    Virgil    and   Horace,    nor   even   with 
,^   Another    court-favourite,    Boilcau.      I   have 
^  always  been  too  modeft  to  imagine  my  pane- 
.    gyrics  were  incenfe  worthy  pf  a  court ;  and 
1^    that*,  I  hope,  will  be  thought  the  true  reafon 
,^    Why  I  never  offered  any.     I  would  only  have 
t^     obferved,    that   it    was   Vinder    the    grcateft 
i^     princes  and  beft  minifters,  that  moral  fatirifts 
c^     Were  moft  encouraged;  and  that  then  poets 
^^    exercifed  the  fame  jurifdidtion  over  the  follies^ 
^      as  hiftorians  did  over  the  vices  of  men.     If 
^      may    alfo    be    worth   confidcring,    v/hether 
Auguftus  himfelf  makes  the  greater  figure, 
in  the  writings  of  the  former,  or  of  the  latter  ? 
And  whether  Nero  or  Domitian  do  not  appeaf 
as  ridiculous  for  their  falfe  tafte  and  affcdla- 
tion,  in  Perfius  and  Juvenal,  as  odious  for 
".    their  bad  government  in  Tacitus  and  Sueto- 
nius ?    In    the  firft  of   thcfe  reigns  it  was, 
that  Horace  was  proteded  and  carefled ;  and 
Y  "in 
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"  in   the  latter,  that  Lucan  was  put  to  dealli, 

"  and  Juvenal  banifhed.'*    ' 

Our  poet,  accordingly,  perfifted  in  indulging 
liis  fatirical  vein.  His  fecond  fatire  is  in  ridi- 
cuk  of  ghittony ;  and  is  full  of  thofe  fprightly 
turns  of  thought,  and  that  pleafant  raillery, 
Avhich  common  readers  fooneft  commit  to  me- 
mory. On  a  fubje^ft  of  this  trivial  nature  how- 
ever, we  arc  not  to  expcfl:  many  of  thofe  beau- 
tiful inllanccs  of  line  poetry,  which  command 
the  attention  of  the  more  elegant  and  refined* 
Nevcrthelcis,  there  is  one  paitage  which  (lands 
diftinguiihcd  above  the  reft,  both  by  the  beauty 
of  tliu  fen tinient J  and  of  the  expreilion. 

Lord  Fanny  pleading  a  prerogative  to  higa  | 
tatle,    as  fui table  to  his  exalted  rank  and  uu* 
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i  vivacity  of  the  original ;  and  freaucntly 
»  above  it,  by  a  force  and  dignity  or  ienti- 
int  and  expreflion,  peculiar  to  himfelf.  In  i, 
ffd,  they  are  fo  exquifitely  performed,  that 
the  beft  judges,  the  Imitatmi  has  been  held 
mitable,  and  the  copy  ah  original.  It  is  very 
tain  he  vras  the  firft  that  (Iruck  out  this  manF- 
^andpethapsmaybe  the  lad  that  v^llfucceed 
it.  It  had  the  greateil  run  of  all  his  works,  and 
L8  executed  with  the  moft  eafe  and  rapidity. 

In  the  following  inftahce,  howeirer,  in  his 
litation  of  Horace^s  firft  Epiftle^  the  original 
nns  to  have  the  preference. 

**  Nunc  itaqUe  et  vtrfuij  et  caetera  ludicra 

"  pono : 
"  ^id  'uerum  atque  decensj  euro  et  rogo^  et 

**  amnii  in  hecfum.^^ 

'  Farewd  then  Vetfe,  and  Lote,  and  ev^ry  joy^ 
'  The  Rhymes  and  Rattles  of  the  Man  or  Boy ; 
What  right,  what  true,  what  fit  we  juftly 
"  call, 
y  Let  this  be  all  my  care — for  this  is  All.'* 

tn  the  finglifh  the  third  line  is  altogether  flat 
4  forcelefs,  and  there  does  not  feem  to  be  the 
ttplicity  and  elegance  which  conftitutes  the 
auty  of  the  Latin.  The  verbs  euro  and  rogo 
ju-efs  a  ftrong  anxiety  and  folicitude  of  inquiry 
occming  the  verum  atque  decern^  which  does 
Y  2  not 


S24  THE  LIFE    OF 

not  fU'ike  us  in  the  imitatiou:  nor  is  ihc  decern 
happily  cxjjreffcd  in  the  Eiiglifli, 

In  ihe  following  pafTage   likewifc,  the  copy 
will  perhaps  be  thought   to  ikil  fliort  of  tk 

model 

**  Afne  forte  roges^  quome  ducty  quoLaretuUr* 
**  Nnlilus  addiiius  jurare  in  'uerha  magifiri^ 
*^  ihto  me  cumiue  rupii  tempe/huj  deforor  bofpCL 
*'  Kune  ij^^iiisjio^  tt  merjor  ci'uilibus  undis^ 
"  Virluth  'uerae  cujiosy  rigidujquefaieiks: 
**  Nun:  hi  Ari/lippi  furiim  praecepta  rekkr^ 
*'  Et  niiiu  rtff  noH  me  rebus^  Jubjungere  comrf 
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an  afFe€fced  levity  feems  to  take  place  of  a  grace- 
fuF  e^e.  The  cla(5c  reader  will  obferve  that 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  beauty  in  the  phrafe, 
merfor  cmiVibus  undis^  which  carries  on  the 
Metaphor  the  poet  fet  out  with — ^lo  me  cunque 
rapit  tejnpejias  * :  and  which  i%  wholly  loft  in 
the  Englifli.  At  the  fame  time,  it  muft  be  coa*- 
feflfed  that  the  paraphrafe  in  the  concluding  lines 
of  the  imiution  is  very  beautiful  and  poetical 
;ind  yaftly  fuperior.  to  the  flatnejfe  .ap4  poverty 
of  the  laft  line  of  the  original. 

The  following  paflage  in  Horace  w  very 
''>eautiful ;  and  Mr.  Pope,  as  his  friend  and  an- 
Qotator  w«ll  obferves,  rather  piques  himfelf  in 
^celliog  (h«  moft  fioifhed  touches  of  his  ori^ 
^nal,  than  in  corre^ng  or  improving  the  more 
^^erior  paits..  In  fbme  lines  he  has  h&ppily  fuc- 
cccded  in  this  view  ;  in  others,  he  feepis  to  have 
Allen  fliort.     For  ipftance* 

**  Ut  nox  longa^  quibus  mentitur  arnica ;  diefque 
*^  Ltnta    ^idetur  offis  debentibus :    ut  pgcr 

^^  annus 
^*  PupUlis^  quos  durapremit  cujlodia  mat  rum: 
♦^  Sicmihi  tardajkiunt  ingrataque  tempora^  quae 

s^Jpem 
^*  Cmfiliumquf  mgrantur  agendi  ^naviter  idf 

^*  quad 


♦  In  this  figure  the  poet  feems  to  have  an  eye  to  his  celc- 
WiMedOde^ 

••  O  mtuis^  refennt  in  mare  U  n9vi 

Y  3  •*  J^qtii 


«  Long  as^he  Night 
Long  as  the  Year's 
•*  When  the  briik  » 
**  one : 

Iafe'8  inAmt  biifi« 

«.3?*^*^ '^'^ich  aj 
'*Thecldcfti«afboI 
-Which done,  iS^ic 

♦*And  which  qot  dor 
"poor," 

^nesoftheUtinareno 

2?°°-  on  the  contnuT,  . 

^.aad  propriety  in  m 

.^."^^S^F^theinftanceo 
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Neither  is  the  illuftration  of  the  pupil  equally 
Jisippy  in  the  imitation.  It  is  true,  the  flcrw 
h^avy  pace  of  time,  and  the  impatience  of 
tti.c  brifk  Minor,  is  ftrongly  marked  in  the  Eng- 
li:£Ti,  but  we  do  not  fee  the  caufc  of  that  impa- 
tience, which  is  happily  cxpreflcd  in  the  Latin 
irx    thefe  words — ^los  dura  premit  cujicdta^  ^r. 

The  remaining  lines  however,  are  far  ex- 
ceeded by  the  imitation,  which  is  abundantly 
iTkore  philofophical  and  full  of  fentiment,  than 
ttie  original.  There  is  an  inaccuracy  however, 
irx  the  clofe  of  the  laft  line  but  one,  whiqh  has 
i^ot  efcaped  the  acutenefs  of  the  annotator,  who 
ol>ferve8  that  ir  is  badly  exprefled.  It  may  be 
welded,  that  the  badnefs  of  the  expreflion  arifes 
from  its  being  equivocal:  For  it  may  as  well  de- 
mote the  impatience  0/ the  poor  under  their  wants^ 
a«  their  exemptionfrom  nvants. 

Mr.  Pope  however  again  furpafles  his  original 
^ixx  this  beautiful  paflage. 


€C 


videsy  quae  maxima  credis 


"  Ejffe  mala^  exiguum  cenfum^    turpemque  re^ 

"  pul/am^ 
**  ^anto  devites  animij  capitifque  iabore. 
**  Impiger  extremos  curris  mercator  ad  Indos^ 
•*  Per  mare  pauperiem  fugiens  *,  per  faxa^  per 

**  ignes  : 

"  Ne 


•  The  learned  annotator  has  juftly  obfervcd,  that  thotijih 
the  fourth  line  of  the  £ngli(h  has  all  the  fpirit,  it  has  not 

Y  4  all 
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'*  Ne  cures  ea^  quae  Ji alt e  miraris  et  Qplas^ 
**  Difcere^  et   audire^  et  melmi   credere  tm 


AC 

1% 


But  to  the  world  no  bugbear  is  fo  great, 
As  want  of  Figure,  and  a  fmali  Eftate. 
To  either  India  fee  the  Merchant  fly, 
Scar'd  at  the  fpe£tre  of  pale  Poverty ! 
See  him,  with  pains  of  body,  pangs  of  foul) 
Burn  through  the  Tropic,  freeze  beneath 

"the  Pole! 
Wilt  thou  do  nothing  for  a  nobler  end. 
Nothing  to  make  Philofophy  thy  friend  J 
To  (lop  thy  foolifli  views,  thy  long  defire^ 
And  cafe  thy  heart  of  all  that  it  adpwrcs  i*'. 


♦*  TriJ^,  copfciQu?  ijoiu^r  is  tg  fcpl  ^q  fin, 
/*  He*8  ann-d  without  tliat^s  ir^noppiQi:  within.*' 

This  has  the  fame  fpirit  and  poor^jty,  thoujg;I| 
c^ot  ftri£)ly  the  /^me  f$nfe  ^s  tJxQ  ori^in^l. 

The  next  Epiftle  addreffed  to  Mr.  Murray 
(now  Lorci  M^o^fieW)  i?  highly  poUftied.  It  i^ 
indeed,  a^  fhe  ?nnQ|tfttor  w?|l  pKervep,  the  mpft 
^jiiihed  of  all  l^  iipilt^tiQp§,  8p4  ^«Wt94  fwi 

fimore. 

After  a  fft^iar  a^d  fiieQi^ly  introdudion,  thn 
poet  Jhw  pppQf  the  fwJije<£^  iC^  th?  Epi^lt  with 
great  dignity,  and  even  fubHinity,  which  rife% 
ffuch  abfivp  i4»|i  Qfijjiflal, 

if  ^nf/olffff,  ctjffhsf  ft  4(Cfi^k  cfrtis 
^*  Tempora  momentisyfunt  quiformidine  nulla 
Vt  Imbutifpe^mt:^  % — .— ^ 


f    f    ?    f    ♦ 


^  This  Vaidt  of  Air,  this  congregated  Ball, 
f^  Sel£-center^d  Sun  %  and  Stars  that  rile  and 
••faU, 


*  Tl^  poet  here  probsiWjr  ccqpiec)  from  a  higher  original, 
^crbapa  be  ha4  in  yacw  the  fo^fywing  fubliaie  pai&ge  in  Job, 
Ulcxlbiog  the  power  of  the  Aimighty. 

V^  He  firftcbeth  out  the  nonb  oyer  the  empty  plact,  ani 
t;  Jw^  |bf  %u^,  «9oo  w^uqg/'^ 

^^Thcw 
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*fc  TTici'e  are,  my  Friend !  whofe  philofophic 

*.fc  eyes 
**  Look  through,  and  truft  the  Ruler  with  hli 

*'  Skies, 
**  To  him  commit  the  Hour,  the  Day,  thcYear^ 
**  And  view  this  dreadful  All  without  a  fear,' ^ 


In  the  following  lines,  the  common  objefls  of 
admiration  are  ridiculed  with  all  the  ftrengthand 
fpirit,  though  not  perhaps  with  all  the  eafe  o't 
tiie  original. 


u 


'fjiild  cenfes^  munera  ierrae? 


"  ^lid^  maris  extremos  Arabas  diianiis  ct  If^-^ 

"  dos  ? 
**  Ludicra^  quid^  platifus^  ei  amici  dona  ^i^^^* 

*^  ritis  ? 
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The  paflage  which  immediately  follows,  how-» 
rrer  beautiful  in  the  original,  feems  on  the  whole 
;o  be  furpaffed  by  the  imitation. 

"  ^i  timet  his  adverfa^  fere  miratur  eodem 
"  ^0  cupiens  paSio :  pdvor  eji  utrebique  mo^ 

"  lejius: 
"  Improvi/ajimuljpecies  exterret  utrumque : 
^^  Gaudeaty  andoleat;  cupiat^  metuatne;  quid 

''  ad  rem,, 
"  Siy  quidquid  vidit  melius  pejupue  Jiiajpe^ 
**  Defixis  oculisj  animoque  et  corpare  torpet  ? 

"  Infant  fapiens  nomenferatj  aequus  iniqm  ; 
^*  Ultra  quamfatis  ejij  virtutemfi  petat  ipJamJ^ 

^^  If  weak  the  pleafure  that  from  thefe  caii 

"  fpring, 
"  The  fear  to  want  them  is  as  weak  a  thing: 
"  Whether  we  dread,  or  whether  we  defire, 
•*  In  cither  cafe,  believe  me,  we  admire ; 
^  Whether  we  joy  or  grieve,  the  fame  the 

*'  curfe, 
•*  Surpriz'd  at  better,  or  furprizM  at  worie. 
^  Thus  good  or  bad,  to  one  extreme  betiay 
^  Th'  unbalanc'd  Mind,  and  fhatch  the  Man 

**  away ; 
**  For  Virtue's  felf  may  too  much  zeal  be  had ; 
♦*  The  worft  of  Madmei*  is  a  Saint  run  mad/* 

But  with  what  fldll  has  the  poet  improved  the 
following  paflage  into  an  elegant  compliment  on 
IwftifadI 
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cum  hem  noium 


^*  Porticiu   Agrippcu^    (t  'uia   te    con/pexeri  ^ 

"  Appt ; 
^*  Ire  tamcn  re/I  at,  Numa  quo  devcnit  et  Jmiur 


* 


* 


*<  GracM  as  thou  art,  with  ^11  the  PowV  o*:^ 

"  Words, 
*'  So  known,  fo  honour'd,    ai  the  Houfc  ofS^ 

''Lords  2"^ 
**  Confpicuous  Scene  !  another  ytt  is  nighi 
*'  (More  iilent  far)  where  Kings  and  Poets  li^E_  ^ 
*'  Where  Murray  (long  epough  his  Country'^  "^ 

*^  pride) 
*' Shall  be   no  more  than  Tui*ly,  or  thuTj 
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have  mentioned  that  auguft  aflembly  with  a  pe- 
rij)hralis. 

The  imitation  of  the  following  paflkge,  feems 
to  fall  Ihort  of  the  original. 

-"  Fis  reBe  vivere  ?  ^is  non  ? 


"  Si  n/irtus  hot  una  pote/l  dart,  fortis  ontij/is 
"  Hoc  age  deliciis." 


•  Would  ye  be  bleft  ?  defpife  low  Joys,  low 

''  Gains, 
"  IXfdain  whatever  Co  RNBURY  *  difdains; 
**  Be  virtuous,  and  be  happy  for  yotir  pains. 


i,  low^ 

dnsj   \ 
uns.''J 


This  is  by  na  mcarls  fo  ftroiig  ind  pointed  as 
the  original.  It  does  not  give  us  the  idea  of  the 
^rrtus  UNA.  Nor  is  the  oppofition  marked  bv 
the  word  deliciisy  expreffed  in  the  imftatibil'  witn: 
^nal  force,  and  elegance. 

The  following  lines,  however,  are  finely  pa- 
raphrafed 


*  When  Lord  Cornbury  returned  from  his  travels,  hit 
^X'other-inlaw,  the  late  Earl  of  EfTex,  told  him  he  bad  got 
^  pcnfion  for  him,  which  was  in  truth  a  handfome  one,  and 


**  «ny  price  fo  eif^adUy. 

**  MilU 
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**  Millc    taknta    rotundentur^  tot  idem  alkrdi 

"  porro  et 
Teriia  fuccedant^  et  quae  pari  quadret  actf-^ 

vumJ* 


it. 


*^  Is  Wealth  thy  paflion  ?  Hence  from  Pole  t© 

**  Pole, 
**  Where  winds  can  carry,  or  where  wavei 

*'  can  rollf 
**  For  Indian  fpices,  for  Peruvian  Gold, 
**  Prevent  the  greedy,  and  out-bid  the  bold  i 
*^  Advance  thy  golden  Mountain  to  thefkies; 
"  On  the  broad  bafe  of  Fifty  Thoufand  rile, 
'*  Add  one  round  hundredj  and  (if  that's  oot 

**  fair} 
*'  Add  litty  morej  and  bring  it  to  a  {quare. 
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"  But  if  to  Pow'r  and  Place  your  paflion  lie, 
"  If  in  the  Pomp  of  Life  confift  the  joy; 
**  TTien  hire  a  Slave,  or  (if  you  will)  a  Lord 
"  To  do  the  Honours,  and  to  give  the  Word ; 
"  Tell  at  your  Levee,  as  the  Crouds  approach, 
"To" whom   to  nod,  whom  take  into  your 

"  Coach, 
•*  Whom  honour  with  your  hand :  to  make 

**  remarks 
"  Who  rules  in  Cornwall,  or  who  rules  in 

"  Berks : 
**  This  may  be  troublefome,  is  near  the  Chair : 
**  That  makes  three  Members,  this  can  chufc 

**  a  May  V/' 
"  Inflruded  thus,  you  bow,  embrace,  proteft,  'j 
"  Adopt  him  Son,  or  Coufin  at  the  leaft,       / 
**  Then  turn  about,  and  laugh  at  your  own  f 


Ci 


jeft." 


In  the  firft  part,  we  lofe  the  humour  of  laevum 
fnifodicct  latusj  ^c.  but  towards  the  latter  end, 
the  ridicule  is  happily  modernized,  and  face- 
tioufly  applied. 

The  imitation  of  the  firft  Epiftl^^f  the  fecond 
Book  of  Horace  is  truly  excellent ;  and  though 
the  Ihining  paflages  may  not  be  fo  numerous  as 
in  the  foregoing  Epiftle ;  yet  fuch  as  ftrike  us, 
^  very  fplendid,  and  much  fuperior  to  the 
original :  more  efpecially  where  poetry  is  the 
fubjedt 

Speak- 
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Speaking  of  the  works  of  the  mob  of  gendc"^ 
men  who  wrote  with  eaie^— ■ 

"  /nt£r  qiiie  <veflmm  emitUti  Ji  forte  detdrum^ 
*'  Si  'uerfus piUilo  cmcinimr  unus  et  alter; 

"  i^lj^ifi^  totumdiicit\ieniique  poentd^'^      , 

Our  poet  improves  the*  paffiigd  thuS,-*^ 

**  One  Simile,  that  folitary  fhinej 

*'  In  the  dry  defer t  of  a  thoufaftd  liricS, 

*'  Or  lengthen^  Thought  that  gleams  throug;~j 

*'  many  a  page, 
"  Has  fandifyM  whole  poems  for  an  age." 

But  the  poet's  excellence  is  perhaps  no  whtJip 
more  confpicuous  than  in  the   inftance  whicZi 
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**  Then  Peers  grew  proud  in  Horfemanfhij) 

♦*  t'  exiell, 
•*  New-market's  Glory  rofc,  as  Britain's  fell ; 
**  The  Soldier  breath'd  theGallan  tries  of  France, 
**  And  cv*ry  flow'ry  Courtier  writ  Romance. 
**  Then  Marble,  foftenMinto  life,  grew  Warm, 
**  And  yielding  Metal  flow'd  to  human  form  : 
**  Lely  on  animated  Canvas  ftole 
^  The  fleiepy  Eye,  that /poke  the  melting  foiiL 
•*  No  wonder  then,  when  all  was  Love  and 

**Sp6rt,   .. 
•*  The  willing  Mufes  were  debaiich'd  at  Court : 
**  On   each   enervate  firing  they  taught  the 

"riote 
**  To  panit,  or.  tremble  through  an  Eunuch's 

"  throat/' 

This  paraphrafe,  is  not  only  far  beyond  the 
Original,  but  it  is  perhaps  equal  to  fome  of  our 
iiudior's  inoft  admired  lines. 

Admirably,  however,  as  he  has  here  rcpre- 
tiended  the  depraved  tafte  of  thofe  times,  he  is 
•iiot  Icfs  happy  in  commending  the  examples  of 
refinement. 


'*  Torquet  ab  ebfcomis  jam  nunc  fermonibUi 
"  akrem  ; 


^'  Mox  etiam  peBus  pracccptis  format  dm' els ^ 
"  ^p^ritatis^  ct  invidiae  corre^or^  et  irae  j" 

>        ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 


In  all  Charleses  days, 


^ofix)mmon  only  boafts  unfpotted  bays ; 

Z  "  And 


ss* 
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'*  And  in  our  own  (excufe  fome  Courtly  ftaias^ 

**  No  whiter  page  than  Addifon  remains, 

**  He,    from  the  tafte  obfccne  reclaims  oux" 

••  youth, 
*'  An  J  lets  the  Paifions  on  the  fide  of  Truth, 
**  Forms  the  foft  bofomwith  the  gen tl eft  art^ 
''  And  poors  each  human  Virtue  in  the  heart-*' 

Thele  lines  are  beaurifnUy  paraphrafed.  What 
an  elegant  compliment  has  he  paid  to  Mr.  Ad- 
diftm,  and   how  gently  has  he  reprehended  the 
fcrvility  of  his  courtly  adulaition! 


The  following  pafTage  defcribing  the  danger 
of  attempting  theatrical  compofition  is  ort  thfi 
Nvhule  rnnch  iiiperior  to  the  original* 
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**  "With  what  a  (hifting  gale  your  courfe  you 

"ply. 

*^  Por  ever  funk  too  low,  or  borne  too  high  ! 
**  Who  pants  for  glory  finds  but  Ihort  repofe, 
**  A  breath  revives  him,  or  a  breath  o'er- 

**  throws. 
^*  Farewell  the  ftage !  if  juft  as  thrives  thejplay, 
"  The  filly  bard  grows  fat,  or  falls  awajti" 

Thefe  lines  are  very  fine :  yet  the  clofe  of  the 
laft  but  one  is  rather  flat,  and  by  no  meana^ 
conveys  the  fpirit  and  beauty  of  Palma  negata^ 

The  imitation  of  the  fecond  Epiftle  of  the 
fecond  Book  of  Horace,  is  quite  in  the  familiar 
ftrain,  and.  in  general  has  all  the  eafe  of  the 
original,  but  contains  few  of  thofe  more  ftriking 
beauties  which  claim  diflinguifhed  notice. 

The  following  humourous  defcription  of  & 
book-worm,  however,  has  too  much  merit  to 
l>e  pafled  over  in  filence. 

**  If^enium^  fthi  quod  vacuas  dejumfit  Athenas, 
**  Etjludiis  dflfios  fepiem  dedity  in/enuitquc 
**  Libris  et  curisj  Jiatua  taciturnius  exit 
^  Pkrumque^  et  rifupopulum  quatit:'' 


*^  The  Man,  who  ftretch'd  in  Ifis*  calm  retreat^ 
**  To  books  and  ftudy  gives  fev'n  yearS  com- 
"  pleat, 

Z  3  **  See  ! 


I*> 


'         "fr^'to^cdeftalto  take  «>>«>" 

I   The  Iw^""^  XAs  of  hi*  1'"''     >  ^rauH  « 

the  ridwe .  ^«::,r Jn^^-:r^ 


ALEXANDER  POPE,   Esq.    541 

There  is  a  peculiar  eafe  and  jocularity  like- 
ife  in  the  imitation  of  the  following  Imest 
ough  our  author  has  made  free  with  the  fenfc 
'  the  original. 

*^^anto  cumfqfiuj  quanta  moUmine  ^ircum^ 
^^e^emus  'uacuam  Romanis  vatibtis  atdemr 


**  Lord !  how  we  ftrut  through  Merlin's  Cavet 

"  to  fee 
**  No  Poets  there,  but  Stephen  *,  you,  and  me." 

Our 


nd  fubduing  an  inveterate  and  over-bearing  prejudice.—-* 
3deed  the  world  was  ever  unwilline  to  allow  any  man  to 
ccell  in  more  than  one  accomplimment.  This  fprings 
om  envy  4Aniverrally.  As  for  the  judgment  itfelf,  whea 
irticularly  applied,  it  is  fometimes  true,  and  fometimes 
Ift.  Thus,  for  indance,  when  the  public  would  no( 
ow  the  great  lawyer  Coke,  to  be  a  claflic  and  a  wit  lilce- 
fc  (of  which  he  had  given  fo  many  delegable  fpecimens) 
&y  were  perhaps  in  the  right ;  but  when  they  affumcd, 
»ugh  they  fpoke  by  the  organ  of  Queen  Elizabeth  hcrfelf, 
U  though  Bacon  was  a  great  Philofopher,  yet  he  was  no 
^Wyer,  they  were  certainly  as  much  in  the  wrong. 

•  Mr.  Stephen  Ducky  was  a  modeft  and  wonhy  man,  who 
d  the  honour  (which  many  who  thought  themfelvcs  his 
•tters  in  poetry  had  not)  of  being  efteemed  by  Mr.  Pop£. 

The  Queen,  who  moderated  in  a  fovereign  manner  be- 
«^cen  two  great  philofophers,  Clarke  and  Leibnitz,  in  the 
'Oft  profound  and  fublime  points  in  metaphyfics  and  natural 
Wofophy,  chofc  for  her  favourite  Poet  this  Stephen  Duck, 
»cn  a  threiher.    She  thought  his  poetry  excellent,  and  fent 

Z  3  ^^"^ 
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Our   poet*s   verfification   of    Dr.   Donne's  * 
fecond  aad  fourth  fatires,  which  remain  next  to 


the  manufcript  to  Mr-  Pope  for  his  jydgmcni,  having  firif 
required  his  wordTof  honour  that  he  would  n&i  iinHiich  the 
two  firft  leaves,  which  fhe  had  fewcd  down  to  conocai  the 
name  of  the  author.  He  fooii  difcovcrcd  the  condidonof 
the  poet  by  the  quality  of  the  po€tr}%  and  toid  th*  Ldj 
who  brought  it  to  him,  that  he  fuppofed  mofi  vilUgcs  coS 
fuppl;,^  verfes  of  the  fame  force.  But  being  told  who  iht 
writer  w^s,  and  receiving  a  fair'  chara<fter  of  his  moJcftyand 
innocence,  he  gcneroufiy  did  all  he  could  to  eftabhih  himil 
court  ^  and  had  ihe  condcrccnfion  and  humility  frequently  to 
c^ll  of  him  at  Richmond. 

*  The  witj  the  vigour,  and  the  honcfly  of  Mr.  PoF£*i  * 
fatiric  writing,  had  raifed  a  great  clamour  agatnft  hiitii  U 
If  this  Suppiimentf  as  he  calls  itj  U  the  puhlk  Laxvs^  wasi 
violation  of  the  rules  of  morality  and  fociety.  In  anfwcf  W 
this  ignorant  and  prejudiced  complaint,  it  was  hia  purpaft 
to  fhew,  that  two  of  the  rooft  refpe£^ablc  charafler^  in  ^^ 
modefl  and  virtuous  age  of  Elizabeth^  Dr.  Donne  acid 
BiChop  Hall)  had  both  arraigned  vice  public kly,  and  paJmcfi 
it  in  ftronger  colours 
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be  confidered,  afford  a  ftriking  proof  how  much 
the  force  of  fentiment  depends  pn  the  power  of 
cxpreffion.  There  are  fome  indelicacies  however, 
in  the  verfificarion  of  the  fecond  fatire,  which  Mr. 
Pope's  chafter  pen  might,  nay  ought  to,  have 
con-eaed.  But  in  the  next  fatire,  our  author 
makes  us  amends  by  the  following  invocation^ 
which  is  admirably  fublime. 

^*  Bc»r  me,  fonjie   God  !  oh  quickly  bear  me 

**  hence 
"  To  wholefome  Solitude,  the  nurfe  of  Senfe^ 
•'Where    Ck)ntempUtion  prunes  her  ruffled 

"  wings  Xj 
^*  Ajud  the    free    foul    looks   dpwn  to  pity 

*>  Kings  I" 

hx 


the  vcrfification  mended,  tp  fit  it  for  his  ufe.  He  intitles  it, 
in  the  beginning  of  his  corre£lions,  hy  the  name  of  Sat.  opt. 
—This  author.  Hall,  had  a  fevcxe  examiner  of  his  wit  and 
reafoniog  in  our  famous  Milton.  For  Hall,  a  little  beCoiro 
the  unhappy  breach  between  Charles  the  ift.  an^  his  Jong 
parliament,  had  written  in  defence  of  Epifcopacy,  when 
Milton  fet  up  for  the  advocate  of  Prefbytcry,  and  took  Hair§ 
defence  to  talk.  As  Milton  gave  no  quarter  to  his  adverfa- 
rics,  from  the  Biftiop's  theologic  writings,  he  fell  upon  hit 
Satira.  But  a  ftronger  proof  cannot  be  given  of  their  fupc- 
rior  excellence,  than  Milton's  being  unable  to  fintl  in  them 
any  thing  to  cavil  at,  except  the  title  of  his  three  firft  bookt 
of  fatires,  which  the  author,  ridiculoufly  enough,  calii 
T00THX.BS8  Satires  :  and  this,  for  want  of  bettc/  hoM, 
^li^tonXufficiently  mumbles. 

X  Our  author  here  feems  to  have  had  Milton  in  ?iew-^ 

«« And  Wifdom's  felf 

¥  Oft  fecks  to  fwcet  retired  Solitude, 

^  +  "  Where, 
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line*  the  po£t  again  dilplays  th^ 
ajid  dignity  of  confcious  tticrii. 


the  guUtyt  not  the  fite ; 
Tynnts,  PluD^crcn^  but  fuiis  not  me? 
I,  At  Tctror  of  tlm  frnfti!  towo, 
if  a  firWd  Ijwrd  or  fmile  or  frown  f" 


oar  author^  notwiihihoding  tbemanf 
rf  his  friends,  who  were  anxious 

falecjr,  conliiiueil  lo  wage  war  agaiuft 
i  fcUf,  vnth  all  the  firmncfr  and  pdc- 
'  cf  iatiepid  virtue^  till  the  year  1 739. 

iUbwt  that  rime,  he  piiblifhetl  the  EpOogue 
t&li^Si^ireSi  with  a  refoludon,  as  the  Icarooi 
of  his  works  aflures  us,  to  publifli  no 
|kiems  df  that  kind ;  but  to  enter,  by  hi» 

SWUUl^tiliV     in    till*   lTin0   T^lrlln    ^T\A    (rAf-mn    «i%«f%A«(tJ 
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This  Epilogue  is  divided  iato  two  didogues^ 
ar^d  contains  an  apology  for  the  ieverity  of  his 
ik  tires.  It  is,  indeed;  a  kind  olt  recapituladon 
p£^  his  iatirical  pieces.  Moft  of  the  chara^rs 
w^liom  he  had  lafhed  before,  here  receive  the 
p3.Tting  feonrge:  on  the  other  hand,  he  pays 
iHc  laft  tribute  of  praife,  to  feveral  vehdfe  vir- 
jtues  he  had  before  applauded.  In  ihort,  in  this 
epilogue/  he  vindicates  the  juftice  of  lus  writ- 
ings, alledging  that,  whether  he  cenfured  or  oom- 
nended,  his  pen  was  guided  by  truth  and  virtue* 

The  fpirit  of  the  following  lines  is  admir- 
able. 


depravity  which  he  at  length  defpaired  of  corrcftingy  is  evi- 
dent from  many  of  his  familiar  letters,  more  cfpccially 
from  OBe  to  Mr.  Allen,  wherein  he  fays  ■  ■  i  ■ 

*'  I  have  two  great  tafks  on  my  hands ;  I  am  tryii^  to 
**  benefit  myfelf,  and  to  benefit  pofterity ;  not  by  works  of 

tny  own,  God  knows  :  I  can  but  (kirmifh,  and  maintain 
^  a\  flying  fight  with  vice;  its  forces  augment,  and  will  drive 

*  tnc  off  the  ftage,  before  I  (hall  fee  the  effefts  complete, 

*  either  of  divine  providence  or  vengeance  :  For  furc  we  can 

*  be  quite  faved  only  by  the  one,  or  puniflied  by  the  other : 
^  the  condition  of  morality  is  fo  defperate,  as  to  be  above 
^  all  human  hands." 

In  another  letter  to  the  fame  gentleman,  after  having 
aficed  his  advice  about  printing  fome  letters,  he  adds 

**  I  am  fure,  if  you  thought  they  would  be  of  any  fcrvice 
**  to  virtue,'  or  anfwer  any  one  good  purpofe,  whether  (con- 

V  fidered  as  writings)  they  brought  me  any  credit  or  not, 
**  they  (hould  be  given  to  the  world  :  and  let  them  make  mc 
**  a  worfc  writer,  provided  they  could  but  a»ke  one  better 

V  man." 

"Afk 
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**  Alk  you  what  Pro%'ocation  I  liave  bad  ?  m 

**  The  ftrong  Antipathy  of  Good  to  Bad.        M 
^*  When  Truth  or  Virtue  an  Affront  endurc&  ^ 
**  Th*  Affront  is  nune^  my  Friends  ajid  fhuul^l 

**  be  yours, 
**  Mme^  as  a  Foe  profefsM  to  falfe  Pretence,      d|j 
*'  Who  thiak  a  Coxcomb's  Honour  like  hx4 

**  Seafe ;  - 

**  Mine,  as  a  Friend  to  ev*ry  worthy  Miod ;      f 
**  And  mine  as  Man^  who  feel  fur  all  Mirx- 

''  kind,?* 

ii 

The  poet*s  confcious  pride  once  more  hrc  J^ 
forth  with  a  decent  bold nefs. —  i 


**  Yes  I  am  proud ;  I  muft  be  proud  to  fee 
**  Men  not  afraid  of  God,  afraid  of  me  : 
**  Safe  from   the  Bar,   the  Pulpit,  and  tlie 

'*  Throne, 
**  Yet*touch*dand  fhamM  by  Ridicule  alone.!'. 
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f*  Not  Waller'-8  Wreath  can  hide  the  Nation's 

«  Scar, 
■••  Nor  Boileau  turn  the  Feather  to  a  Star.** 

• 

^  TTiis  is  a  delicate  reprehenfion  of  Boileau's 
idiculous  flattery  of  Louis  tlie  Fourteenth, 

On  the  other  hand,  by  way  of  contraft,  our 
Mjtihor  ihews  the  j)ower  pf  v.erfe  to  immoyta- 
iize  the  good* 

**  Not  {o,  when  diademM  with  rays  divine, 
•'  Touched  with  the  Flame  that  breaks  frocl 

"  Virtue's  flirine, 
V  Her  Piieftefs  Mufe  forbids  the  Qood  to  die, 
**  And  opes  the  Temple  of  Eternity/^ 


**  Let  Envy  howl,while  Heav'n's  whole  Chorus 

**  fings, 
^*  And  bark  at  Honour  not  conferred  by  Kings*; 
**  Let  Flatt'ry  fick'ning  fee  the  Incenfe  rife, 
f  *  Sweet  to  the  World,  and  grateful  to  the  Skies : 
"  Truth  guards  the  Poet,  fandlifies  the  line, 
*•'  And  makes  immortal,  Verfe  as  mean  as 


*'  iftine/' 


f  The  lawyers  tell  ug,  that  Kings  are  the  fountains  of  h^ 
nour  ^  but  Mr.  Pope  was  of  a  difterent  opinion.     In  one  of 

his  letters  to  Mr.  Allen  he  fays, <*  Though  they  call 

"  Kings  the  fountains  of  honour,  I  think  them  only  the 
'*  beflowers  of  titles.*'  Whatever  the  lawyers  may  fay,  all 
philofopbcrs  wjll  be  of  ^Ir.  Pope's  mind. 

6  *  Good 
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Good  fenfe  und  fine  poetry  are  happily  dif- 
played  in  thefe  prophetic  lines.  His  verfe  is  in- 
deed  ^nmortaL  He  has  configaed  many  worth- 
left  ciiaraclcr^  to  \>erpetual  infamy,  wbofe vices 
and  foilies  might  othcnvife  have  died  \nth  their 
names ;  ixid  lie  has  preformed  the  fame  of  the 
worthy,  tToiii  being  buried  in  the  tomb  of  ob» 
iivioni 


^# 


.'St 


The  poem  raifed  him,  aB  he  knew  itwouliJ, 
fomL*  cncjnics ;  but  he  had  reafon  to  be  fadsfied 
whh  the  approbation  of  good  men,  and  the 
tciUmony  of  his  own  confcience, 

This  volume  clofes  with  a  copy  of  verfes  ad- 
dreflcd  to  Lady  Frances  Shirley^  on  her  prefent' 
iii;^  our  author  whh  a  ftandiihj  together  withJi 
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^lifbed*  This  aflFair  occafioned  this  beautiful 
rm  to  Lady  Frances,  and  to  this  it  alludes 
oughout  I  more  particularly  in  the  followihg 
izas. 

!t  muft  firft  be  obfenrcd,  that  the  poet,  by 
ingenious  turn  of  imagination,  fiippofes  the 
den  and  fteel  pen  to  be  ivtapans  from  thejky^ 
fented  to  him  by  the  Athenian  Queen,  de-* 
iding  to  him  in  all  her  fober  charms.  The 
J,  a  golden  lance  to  guard  defert ;  the  other 
fteel,  to  ftab  vice  to  the  heart:  which  he;; 
sived  on  his  knees—— 

*  And  dipt  them  in  the  fable  Well, 

**  The  Fount  of  Fame  or  Infamy.''' 

rhis  miftake  of  the  poet's,  the  Lady  thu* 
ifantly  redifies 

^  What  Well?  what  Weapon?  (Flavia cries) 
*•  A  ftandifh,  fteel  and  golden  pen ! 

*  It  came  from  Bertrand's  ('),  not  the  fkies ; 
**  I  gave  it  you  to  write  again^ 

^  But,  Friend,  take  heed  whoni  you  attack  f 
"  You^U  bring  a  Houfe  (I  mean  of  Peers) 

*  Red,  Blue,  and  Green,  nay  white  and  blackr 
L— r—  and  all  about  your  ears. 


M 


^}  A  famous  toy-(bop  at  Bath. 

«  You'd 
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^*  YouM  write  as  fmooth  agam  on  glafs^ 
'*  And  run,  on  ivory,  fo  glib, 
,  **  As  not  to  ftick  at  fool  or  afs  (% 
*'  Nor  Hop  at  Flattery  or  Fib  ("). 

^^  Athenian  ^een^  znA  fober  charms  ! 

•'  I  tell  ye,  fool,  there*§  nothing  in^t : 
**  'Tis  Venus,  Venus  gives  thefe  arms  ('*)  % 

**  In  Dryden*s  Virgil  fee  the  print  Q. 

**  Come,  if  you*ll  be  a  quiet  foul, 

*'  That  dares  tell  neither  Truth  aor  Lies  (j> 

"  fll  lift  you  in  the  harmlefs  roll 

*'  Of  thofe  that  fmg  of  thefe  poor  eyes.^' 

Our  bard  had  now  attained  what  he  juftly 
cfleemed  the  greateft  felicity  in  life,  the  ellecm 
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g  from  adulation  and  envy.  His  patience 
exhaufted  by  the  endlefs  impertinence  of 
flers  of  all  ranks  and  conditions,  as  well 
ch  as  courted  his  favour,  as  by  thofe  who 
d  his  reputation. 

s  excelling  talents  raifed  a  fwarm  of  the 
,  who  endeavoured  to  depreciate  his  lite- 
merit,  and  afperfe  his  moral  charader^ 
luthor  for  a  long  time  bore  their  impotent 
b  with  filence  and  compofure,  which 
ed  him  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  remarks  of 
nemiesy  and  turn  their  malice  to  his  profit, 
ngth,  however,  grown  confcious  of  fuperior 
gth,  and  bearing  that  deteftation  of  the  low 
ious  arts  of  bad  writers,  which  every  ge- 
js  mind  muft  entertain ;  he  refolved  to  get 
f  his  flatterers  and  defamers  both  together, 
rouping  them  all  into  one  piece,  called  the 
iadj  which  he  had  long  meditated,  and 
h  was  firft  publifhed  in  the  year  17a 7» 

It  to  tell  of  his  quarrels  with  every  unworthy 
rfary,  would  be  like  defcribing  the  various 
yances  that  Hercules  encountered  in  wading 
igh  the  fenns  of  Lerna,  from  every  fnake, 
oad,  and  beetle,  which  he  bruflied  oflF  with 
:lub.  Let  it  fufEce  to  fay,  that  by  the 
:iad  he  totally  fubdued  that  many-headed 
fter  that  had  long  annoyed  him  with  its 
igs. 

hen  Mr.  Pope,  together  with  his  friend 
)ean,  (for  reafons  fpecified  in  the  preface  to 
•  Mifcellanies)  determined  to  own  the  mofl: 

trifling 
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trifling  pieces  in  which  they  had  any  concern, 
and  to  (Icltroy  all  that  remained  in  their  power; 
the  firll  flcctch  of  this  poem  was  fnatched  from 
th.c  fi-:?  by  Dean  Swift,  who  perfuaded  his  friend 


to  proceed  in  it, 
iiilciibcd. 


and  to  him  therefore  it  was 


But  wiiat  forwarded  the  publication  of  this 
piece,  was  the  Treatife  of  the  Bathos^  or  Art  of 
J:::ki)ig  in  Poetry^  publiflied  in  the  Mifcellanies 
above  rpokea  of.  In  this  treatife  was  a  chapter 
wherein  the  ipecies  of  bad  writers  were  ranged 
in  clLiiTcs,  and  initial  letters  of  names  prefixed, 
for  the  moft  part  at  random.  But  fuch  was  the 
number  of  poets  eminent  in  that  art,  that  feme 
or  oilier  took  every  letter  to  himfelf. 
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Much  do  I  fuflFer,  much,  to  keep  in  peace 
This  jealous,  wafplih,  wrong-head  rhyming 
«  race/^ 

hie  beft  commentary  bri  thefe  two  liiies,  is 
prehended  in  thofe  very  fine  and  humane 
:r8  in  the  Apperidix,  written  to  that  wrong- 
led  man  Mr.  Aaron  Hill.  This  writer,  whd, 
las  been  intimated,  did  not  want  genius^ 
igh  it  was  always  faced,  arid  eVeri  lined 
►ugh  with  fuftian,  in  the  iriidft  of  a  familiar 
iaihtance  with  Mr.  JPoPE,  and  under  obliga-^ 
8  to  him,  in  a  fit  of  jealoufy,  for  fomething 
ther,  very  ferioufly  abufed  him  in  print ;  he 
no  fooner  done  this  than  he  repented,  ahQ 
d  pardon,  which  as  foon  as  he  had  obtained, 
ifFended  iii  like  manner  again^  and  fo  went 
afulting  and  repenting  to  the  end  of  thd 
)ter.  He  thought  himfelf  a  very  fofiAidabld 
1  to  oiir  poet ;  this  made  him  cxpedl  the 
rvance  and  court  due  to  fuch  ah  one.  The 
ral  marks  of  friendlhip  he  had  received  from 
poet  went  for  nothing :  For  nature  nevei' 
put  one  grain  of  generofity  or  gratitude  into 
x)mpofition  of  a  coxcomb. 

I  fhort,  all  the  lefTer  writehs  fell  into  fo 
:nt  a  fury,  that  for  half  a  year  or  more,  the 
rhon  news  papers,  in  moft  of  wliich  they. 
fome  property,  as  being  hired  writers,  were 
I  with  the  mofl  abufive  falfeboods  and  fcur- 
es  they  could  pofTibly  dcvife.  A  liberty  riot 
5  wondered  at  in  thofe  v/ho  for  many  years 
afperfed  mofl  of  the  chaiadcrs  of  the  age  ; 
A  a  and 
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and  tins  witli  impunity,  their  own  perfonsand 
names  being  to  moft,  utterly  fecrctand  obfcure. 

Tills  induced  Mr.  Pope  to  think  that  he  had 
now  irnnc  v)pjx)rtunity  of  doing  good,  by  deleft- 
ini;  and  dra;rging  into  light,  thele  common  ene- 
mies ol'  mankind  :  fmce  to  invalidate  their  flan- 
(lev,  it  \vj.s  llifiicient  to  fliew  what  contemptible 
men  were  the  authors  of  it.  This  it  was  which 
gave  birth  to  the  DuNCiAD;  and  our  poet 
thought  it  a  happinefs,  that  by  the  late  flood  of 
llander  on  himfelf,  he  had  acquired  fuch  a  pecu- 
liar right  over  their  names,  as  was  neceffary  to 
Iiis  purpole. 

Soon  after  lie  had  formed  this  defign,  he 
communicated  it  to  his  excellent  friend  Dr.  Ar- 
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Doftor,  which  is  a  kind  of  Prologue  to  the 
Satires  in  imitation  of  Horace,  above  taken 
notice  of.  In  this  prologue,  our  author,  in  a 
natural  and  familiar  detail  of  all  his  provoca- 
tions, both  from  flatterers  and  flanderers,  has 
artfully  interwoven  an  apology  for  his  moral 
and  poetical  charadler. 

Of  this  epiftle,  the  learned  editor  of  Mr. 
Pore's  works,  has  given  a  very  accurate  ana- 
lyfis,  to  which  I  refer  the  curious  reader ;  and 
fliall  only  take  notice  of  fuch  parts  as  tend  to 
vindicate  Mr.  Pope  and  his  writings  :  taking 
occafion  by  the  way  to  point  out  fome  of  the 
moft  diftinguifhed  beauties  of  this  excellent 
epiftle,  • 

Our  poet  having  told  his  cafe,  and  humor- 
oufly  applied  to  his  phyfician,  in  the  manner 
one  would  afk  for  a  recipe  to  kill  vermin,  he 
proceeds  in  the  common  character  of  fuch  as 
aft:  advice,  to  acquaint  his  Dodor  that  he  had 


of  his  publications.  In  this  advertifemcnt  Mr.  Pope  far- 
ther afliures  us,  that  he  had  no  thoughts  of  publifliing  it, 
f>"  it  picafcd  fome  perfons  of  rank  a;id  fortune,  to  attacic 
in  a  very  extraordinary  manner,  not  only  his  writings,  of 
•^hich  being  public,  the  public  was  judge,  but  his  perfon, 
iporals,  and  family.  Being  divided  between  the  neceflity  of 
'*ying  fomething  of  himfelf^  arid  his  lazinefs  to  undertake  fo 
»ukvvard  a  taik,  he  thought  it  the  (borteft  way  to  put  tl  t 
*ft  hand  to  this  epiftle.  He  adds  with  becoming  fpirit, 
^*f  if  it  has  any  thing  pleafmg,  it  will  be  that  by  which 
'*  is  moft  defirous  to  pleafc,  the  truth  and  the  frnthmnt ;  and 
'^^y  thing  ofFenfivc,  it  will  be  only  to  thofe  he  is  leaft 
^^fy  to  offend,  the  vicious  and  ungenerous. 

A  a  2  already 


common  a  calamity.  T( 
fcring  provokes  the  poet 
of  his  difcourfe,  and  abr 
plication  of  his  fimile. 

"OutwithitjDuNciA 
*•  &c." 

His  friend,  however,  pe 
againftfuch  a  general  al 
that  confidering  the  ftron 
good,  there  will  always  1 
or  fecret;  and  that  it  a 
but  a  flanderer  is  lefs  hu 
for,  fays  he,  in  a  pleafa 
his  friend's  profeffion. 

Of  all  mad  creatures,  i 
.   *' It  is  the  Slaver  kills,  i 
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'"  There  are  who  to  my  Perfon  pay  their  court, 
**I  cough  like  Horace;  and  though  lean,  am 

**lhort: 
**  Jmmon*s  great  Ton,   one  fhoulder  had  toQ 

•*  high. 
'^  Such  OvitPs  nofe)  and,  Sir,  you  have  ai| 

•*cye. 
"  Go  on,  obliging  creatures,  make  me  fee 
"  All  that  difgrac'd  my  betters,  meet  in  me  : 
"  Say  for  my  comfort,  languiftiing  in  bed, 
•*  Juft  fo  immortal  Maro  held  his  head.'* 

With  the  famefpirit  and  keen  ridicule,  heex-p 
poies  hts  critics  and  calumniators ;  wherein  he 
introduces  that  inimitable  character  of  Atticus 
drcady  fpoken  of:  and  then  ftruck  with  the 
fenfe  of  that  dignity  and  felicity  infeparablefrom 
thccharadlerof  a  true  poet,  he  breaks  out  into 
apaffionate  vow  for  the  continuance  of  the  full 
liberty  attendant  on  it :  and  concludes  his  \viih 
witfia  defcription  of  his  temper  and  difpofition, 
which  was  fuch,  that  he  would  even  execrate  hia 
bcft  vein  of  poetry,  if  made  at  the  cxpcnce  of 
truth  and  innocence^ 

**  Curft  be  the  verfe,  how  well  foe'cr  it  flow, 
**  That  tends  to  make  one  worthy  Man  my 

'*foe, 
**  Give  Virtue  fcandal.  Innocence  a  fear,      ^^ 
"  Or  from  the  foft-ey'd  Virgin  ftcal  a  tear. 

Such  a  noble  generofity  and  amiable  tendcF- 

nc6  of  fentiment  feems  to  have  flowed  warm 

fiom  the  heart,  and  perhaps  could  not  have  beeii 

A  a  3  cxpreffed 
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exprcflt:  J  witii  fueh  feeliog  and  energy  by  the 
mere  ettons  oi  genius  alone. 

Qui  pxi  then  profefles  that  the  fole  objefl  of 
hii  reien:rr4ent  was  vice  and  bafeiicfs,  and  proceeds 
t'-^  Utirizc  onr  under  the  chara£ler  of  Sporus, 
hoi  v..iTuraly  injured  him  in  the  moftfen* 


w 


h; 


This  moving  him  with  frefli  indignation  at  Ml 
fl  indcrCTS,  he  takes  the  advice  of  JrloTzzc^fum 
Ji{fhrhi:r:  fjuaejitam  mfntlsj  and  draws  a  fine 
pir?L  jrc  of  his  moral  and  literary  conduS  through 
lire  :  in  which  he  lhe\?s  that  not  Fume,  but 
\  Hi  T I  I  ,  A^  iiich  he  welcomes  in  a  ftrain  of  dn 
vinc  rniliufialm,  %vas  the  conftant  objeft  of  his 
a n 1 1  > i t  it  n .  Ac  the  fame  time,  he  bold ly  acknow^ 
Iciliv  i^i  \h:^t  in  his  purfuit  of  vice,  he  rarely 
conliiUr.ii  tiow  knaver}^  was  circumftanced;  but 
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This  naturally  lead^  him  to  give  a  fhort  ac- 
count pf  their  births,  fortunes  and  difpofitions; 
which  ends  with  the  tendereft  wifhes  for  the 
faappinefs  of  his  friend;  intermixed  with  the 
moft  pathetic  defcription  of  that  filial  piety,  in 
the  exercife  of  which  he  makes  his  own  hap- 
pinefs  to  confift. 

**  Oh  friend !     may   each  domeftic  blifs   be 

"  thine ! 
^  Be  no  unpleafing  melancholy  mine  : 
"  Mci  let  the  tender  office  long  engage, 
**  To  rock  the  cradle  of  repofing  age, 
**  With  lenient  arts  extend  a  Mother's  breath, 
^*  Make  languor  fmile,  and  fmooth  the  bed  of 

'•  death, 
**  Explore   the   thought,    explain  the  afking 

"  eye, 
*^And  keep   a-whilq  one  parent  from   the 

Had  our  author  penned  no  other  than  thefe 
€xquifite  lines,  they  would  of  themrdves  be 
diffident  to  eftablifli  his  charadcr  as  an  excellent 
poet,  and  an  amiable  man, 

Mr,  Pope,  as  appears  by  this  Epiftle,  being 
thus  fuperior  to  all  apprehenfions  from  the  rc- 
fentmentof  the  worthlefs  tribe  whom  he  group* 
^in  the  DunciaJ^  at- length   convinced   them 


,  *  In  a  vcrv  fcwv  weeks  arter  this  poem  was  published,  that 
^\  in  thf  year  1 733,  our  author's  rr  other  died,  aged  93.  His 
'*^hcr,  as  has  been  oLfcrved,  having  died  in  1717. 

A  a   4  that 
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that  the  moft  gentle  and  forbearing  tejuperSi 
when  flrongly  urged,  are  the  mofl  poignaat  aad 
fpvere, 

But  though  our  poet  treated  bad  writers  and 
bad  men  with  becoming  feverltyj  yet  no  osie 
ever  praifed  the  good  of  all  denominations  with 
rnorq  finccre  and  heart-felt  pkafure.  Evcnm 
this  Diincmdj  he  has  celebrated  Mn  Locke,  Sir 
Ifaac  Newton,  Dr.  Barrow,  Dn  Atterbury,  Mr* 
Dryden,  |Wr,  Congreve,  Dr.  Garth,  Mr,  Adcli- 
fon,  and  in  fliort  almoft  every  man  of  his  time 
who  defer ved  it.  Nay,  fo  amiable  is  his  impar* 
tiality,  that  Gibber  himfelft  the  hero  of  the 
piccei  has  his  fhare  of  commendation,  on  tlie 
prefumption  of  his  being  the  author  of  l!ic 
Carekfs  Hujhand,  It  was  difficult  to  find  the 
ple^fure  of  applauding  merit  in  a  poem  on  fuc!i 
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unciaJj  and  of  whom  the  moft  difHnguifhed 
^if  fleep  in  oblivion. 

This  piece  being  of  the  mock  epic  kind^  pre- 
TC8  all  the  dignity  peculiar  to  that  fpecies  of 
mpoiition,  and  is  penned  in  flrid  conformity 
the  rules  obferved  by  the  great  epic  writers  in 
eir  fublimer  pieces.  It  is  divided  into  four 
oksf  and  the  firft  opens  with  an  affedlied  for 
nnity  in  the  Maronian  (train. 

•*The  Mighty  Mother,  and  her  Son,  who 

**  brings 
*♦  The  Smithfield  Mufes  to  the  ear  of  Kings, 
ui£ng." 

The  fubjedl  being  propofed,  to  preferve  the 
Qck  majefty  of  the  piece,  a  Iblemn  invocation 
ifues :  and  at  length  the  college  of  dulnefs  is 
rfcribcd,  where  the  goddefs  fits  enthroned  in 
Ducjed  majefty,  contemplating  the  wild  and 
onftrous  creation  to  which  fhe  had  given  birth. 

Our  poet  here  ridicules  the  grofs  abfurdities 
[d  inconfiftencies  in  the  productions  of  the  fons 
Dulnefs,  with  fuch  pleafant  raillery  and  exqui- 
c  poignance,  that  the  length  of  the  following 
lotation  needs  no  apology. 

**  Here  fhe  beholds  the  Chaos  dark  and  deep, 
"  Where  namelefs  Somethings  in  their  caufes 

**  fleep, 
**  Till  genial  Jacob,  or  a  warm  Third  day, 
♦*  QiU  forth  each  m^fs,  a  Poem,  or  a  Play : 
"  ^'  How 
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**  How  hints^    like  fpawnj    fcarce  quick  m 

*'  embryo  lic^ 
**  How  new-born  nonfcnfc  firft  is  taught  tocTTi' 
**  Maggots  half-form'd  in  rhyme  cxatUy  mc€t» 
*'  And  learn  to  crawl  upon  poetic  feet, 
'*  Here  one  poor  word  an  hundred  clenches 

**  makes, 
*'  And  dudile  dulnefs  new  meanders  takef  j 
'*  There  motley  images  her  fancy  ftnkcj 
**  Figures  ill  pair'd,  and  Similes  unlike, 
**  She  fees  a  mob  of  Metaphors  advance, 
*'  PleasM  with  themadnelsof  the  mazy  daoccj 
*'  How  Tragedy  and  Comedy  embrace ; 
"  How  Farce  and  Epic  get  a  jumbled  race ; 
*'  How  Time  himfelf  ftands  flill  at  her  com* 

**  mand, 
**  Realms  fhift  their  place,  and  Ocean  tmns  t'^ 

**  land. 


cc  tJT ,^     ^-^,     TS^r^- 


: —     TT^ — * 


^i^j_    ^J-li 


ALEXANDER  POPE,   Esq.      363 

During  this  ftill  and  lethargic  period,  fhe  re- 
solves in  her  mind,  with  parental  joy,  the  long 
ucceffion  of  her  fons,  but  chiefly,  and  with 
>eculiar  delight,  fixes  her  attention  on  Bays^  the 
lero  of  the  piece.  He  is  defcribed,  after  an  ill 
iin  at  play,  and  the  ill  fuccefs  of  a  dramatic 
)iece,  fitting  in  his  ftudy  in  deep  defpair.  There  * 
s  a  great  deal  of  keen  raillery  in  this  dcfcription. 

•*  Swearing  and  fupperlefs  the  Hero  fate, 

♦•  Blafphem'd  his  Gods,  the  Dice,  and  damnM 

*'  his  Fate. 
**  Then  gnawM  his  Pen,  then  dafh'd  it  on  the 

**  ground, 
**  Sinking  from  thought  to  thought,  a   vaft 

**  profound ! 
**  PlungM  for  his  fcnfe,  but  found  no  bottom 

"  there, 
**  Yet  wrote  and  floundered  on,   in  tnere  de- 

*'  ipair.'' 

-Full  of  apprehenfions,  left  the  empire  of 
lulnefs  was  drawing  to  a  period,  he  ponders 
'^ith  himfelf  what  courfe  to  follow,  whether  to 
>etake  himfelf  to  the  church,  to  gaming,  or  to 
>arty  writing.  In  this  ftate  of  uncertainty  and 
l^rpondence,  cafting  a  mournful  look  on  his 
^l>rary,  and  eredting  a  pile  of  dull  books,  into 
^  kind  of  altar,  he  folemnly  invokes  the  god- 

**  Then  he :   Great  Tamer  of  all  human  art ! 
♦*  Firft  iq  my  care,  and  ever  at  my  heart ; 
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<*  Duhiefs !   njuhofe  good  old  cmfe  I  ret  de/m^^ 
**  With  whom   my  Mufe  began,  with  whora. 

''  fhall  end, 
**  E'er  fmce  Sir  Fopling's  Periwig  was  Prai£c» 
"  To  the  laft  honours  of  the  Butt  and  Bays : 
*'  O  thou  !  of  bus'nefs  the  dirc£ling  foul !       ^^ 
**  To  this  our  head  like  byafs  to  the  bowl,       ^1 
**  Whichj  as   more   ponderous j  made  its  aim 

**  more  true, 
*'  Obliquely  wad  ling  to  the  mark  in  view  : 
**  O !   ever  gracious  to  perplexM  mankind, 
**  Still  fpread  a  healing  mift  before  the  mind  ; 
*'  And,  left  we  err  by  Wit's  wild  dancing  light, 
**  Secure  us  kindly  in  our  native  night, 
*^  Or,  if  to  Wit  a  Coxcomb  make  pretence, 
**  Guard  the  fure  barrier  between  that  and 

*'  Senfe  j 
**  Or  quite  imravel  all  the  reas'ning  thread* 
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^bability  tcx)  much  to  make  the  hero  the  wor- 
pper  and  champion  of  Dulnefs,  in  her  proper 
fon,  without  the  leaft  difguife.  The  author 
the  Elements  of  Criticifm,  among  others, 
fcfles  himfelf  of  this  fentiment : — "  Dulne(s, 
ays  he,  may  be  imagined  a  Deity  or  Idol  to 
)e  worfhipped  by  bad  writers,  but  then  fomc 
brt  of  difguife  is  requilite,  fome  bqftard  virtue 
nuft  be  beftowed,  to  give  the  idol  a  plaufiblc 
ippearance.  Yet  in  the  Dunciad^  dulnefs^ 
without  the  leaft  difguife,  is  made  the  obje£t 
)f  worfhip  :  the  mind  rejeftsfuch  a  fidion  as 
mnatural ;  for  dulnefs  is  a  defedt  of  which 
:ven  the  duUeft  mortal  is  afhamed/' 

rhis  writer,  however,  appears  to  be  miftaken, 
!ie  prefumes  that  no  bafbird  virtu?  is  in  this 
m  attributed  to  the  goddefs. 

s  there  no  hajlard  'virtue  in  the  mighty  mo-- 
r — 'who  brings  the  Smithfeld  mufes  to  the  ears 
Kings  ?  Starving  poetafters  would  prefer  her 
this  (ingle  virtue,  to  Apollo  and  the  nine 
fes.  Is  there  no  bajlard  'virtue  in  iXxt  peace 
which  he  makes  her  the  author  ? 

'  The  Goddefs  bad  Britannia  Jlcep^ 

s  not  the  poet  celebrated  her  for  her  beauty  ? 

'  Fate — tXmfair  ideot  gave — " 

2\[o{qv  her  gravity^  her  indujiry  ?  The  fup- 
mt  hero  could  find  great  confplatioa  in  her 
Urd  virtues* 
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**  O  cxQT  gramus  to  perphx  J  mankind, 
^*  Still  fpread  a  heaiin^  mift  before  the  mM" 

Is  not  hcT  pertnefs  the  i^^ard  t/iriue  of  it^rf  ? 

"  Dulnels  withtJ:anfportey*d  iheliwlyduncti 
'*  RemembVing    flie    her    felf  was  ptrimft 
**  once." 

Her  delight  in  games  and  races  is  another  of 
her  baftard  virtueSj  that  would  captivate  her  nol>kr 
fens,  and  draw  them  to  her  fhrine.  NoE  to 
fpeak  of  her  indulgence  to  the  young  traveller, 
whom  flie  accompanies  in  the  fhape  of  his  Tuton 
as  Minerva  did  Telemachus  in  the  fliapc  of 
Mentor.  But  of  all  her  bajlard  virtues^  hcr/rW- 
thinkingr  the  virtue  fhe  particularly  recorn  mends 


I 
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nay  be  expofed,  he  determines  tp  commit  them 
Lo  the  flames. 

**  Go,  purify'd  by  flames  afcend  the  Iky, 
**  My  better  and  more  chriftiah  progeny, 
**  Unftain*d,  untouched,    and  yet  in  maiden 

"  (heets ; 
"  While  all  your  fmutty  fitters  walk  the  ftreets." 

The  poet  then,  with  a  peculiar  vein  of  far- 
caftic  humour,  ftill  preferving  the  mock  dignity 
of  the  piece,  defcribes  the  feveral  unfortunate 
pieces  expiring  in  the  flames,  the  light  of  which 
roufing  the  goddefs,  flie  fnatches  the  fheet  of  an 
unfiniflied  poem,  with  which  fhe  overwhelms 
the  pyre. 

The  goddefs  then  revealing  herfelf  to  her 
darling  fon,  tranfports  him  to  her  temple,  and 
unfolds  all  her  myfteries  to  his  view. 

*'  Here  to  her  Chofen  all  her  works  fhe  fhows ; 
"•Profe  fwelPd  to  verfc,  verfe  loit'ring  into 

"  profe : 
*'  How    random     thoughts     now    meaning 

"  chance  to  find, 
**  Now  leave  all  memory  of  fenfe  behind  : 
**  How  Prologues  into  Prefaces  decay, 
*^  And  thefe  to  Notes  arc  frittcr'd  quite  away: 
**  How  Index-learning  turns  no  ftudent  pale, 
**  Yet  holds  the  eel  of  fcicncc  by  the  tail : 
*^  How,  with  Icfs  reading  than  makes  felons 

"  'fcape, 
**  Lefs  human  genius  than  God  gives  an  ape, 

**  Small 
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**  Small  thanks  to  France j  and  none  to  Rome 

**  or  Greece, 
*'  A  pall,  vamp'd-j  future,  old,  revived,  new 

"  piece ; 
*^  'Twixt  Plautus^   Fletcher,  Shakefpcar  and 

"  Corneillet 
**  Can  make  a  Gibber,  Tibbald,  or  Ozeli;* 

The  Poet  has  here  artfully  contrived  to  fkd- 
rize  the  pretenfions  of  half-learned  fupcrficial 
fcrlblers,  with  the  keen  ftrokes  of  the  mofl  a- 
quifite  ridicule  t  and  having  made  Dulncfe  dif- 
play  her  works  to  her  chofen  fon,  fhe  Is  then 
reprefented  anointing  his  head  with  the  facfcd 
opium  J  and  after  muttering  fome  mylHc  words, 
ihe  proclaims  him  lucceflbr  to  the  deccafcd 
laureat. 
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lluftridotis  cannot  fail  to  naiifeate.     The 
age  indeed  is  perfedly  chafte  and  poliihed^ 

0  elegance  or  ingenuity  in  the  mode  of 
QRon,  can  atone  for  an  indecency  or  inde- 

1  in  the  idea  reprefented* 

lis  much,  however,  maybe  faid  in  defence  of 
>et,  that  in  a  Satire^  purpofcly  written  to  ex- 
ce  and  folly,  the  odious  rcprefentation  is  part 
fcourge  which  inflids  the  punifliment ;  and 
the  beft  and  only  apology  which  can  be 
in  joflification  of  fome  paflages  ia  this  book. 

»  (lighted  indelicacy,  however,  deferves  a 
reprehenfion  in  a  genius  like  Mr  .Pope's, 
nany,  who  are  unable  to  imitate  his  excel- 
j,  may  be  tempted  to  copy  his  inelegan* 
and  we  have  known  fome  little  poetailers^ 
having  drawn  their  ideas  from  the  fordes 
man  nature,  have  juftified  themfelves  on 
ithority  of  Mr.  Pope,  as  many  have 
Dted  to  vindicate  him  by  the  example  of 
r  and  Virgil ;  not  adverting  to  the  diffe- 
of  the  ends  propofcd,  which  alone  can 
;xze  for  the  indelicacy  of  the  means. 

though  writers  of  fuperior  talents,  and 
d  by  noble  motives,  may  preferve,  as  was 
:  Virgil,  a  certain  air  of  majefty  in  the 
>tion  of  fuch  immundities;  yet,  when 
s  of   inferior  genius   attempt  to   colour 

2  fcntiments  with  the  ornaments  of 
hey  only  add  aukwardnefs  to  cbfceniiy, 
come  every  way  ofFcnfive. 

B  b  Mr. 
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Mr.  Pope  ufed  himfelf  to  fey,  that  ttis 
of  his  poem  coft  him  moft  trouble,  and  plcife  ^ 
him  leaft.  A  certain  proof  that  he  was  doin^jg 
violence  to  his  nicer  feeUngs^  and  that»  on  di  $ 
occafion,  he  had  loft  fight  of  his  own  excelkc*.! 
precept,  - 

**  No  Pardon  vile  Obfcenity  fliould  find, 
**  Tho*  Wit  and  Art  CDnfpire  to  more  the 
^  Mind,** 


Neverthelefs  this  book  is  not  without  its  beau- 
ties* The  laft  exerdfe  appointed  for  the  critics, 
which  is  that  of  hearing  two  voluminous  authon, 
one  in  verfe  and  the  other  in  profe,  read  without 
flcepingj  is  conceived  with  great  propriety  kdi 
hamouri  and  is  admirably  defcribed  iti  the  fol- 
lowing beatitiful  lines. 
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**  At  er'fy  Ime  they  ftretch,  they  yawn,  they 

**  doze. 
"  As  to  fpft  gales  top-heavy  pines  bow  low 
•*  Theit  heads,  ahd  lift  them  as  theyceafeto 

**  blow  :^ 
**  Thus  oft  they  rear,  arid  oft  the  head  de- 

,       "cline,    ^ 

V  As  breathe,  or  p^ufe,  by  fits,  the  airs  divine, 
**  And  now  to  tHs  fide,  now  to  that  they  nod* 
•*  As  verfe,'  or  profe,  iitfiife  the  drowzy  God. 

The  poet  has  difj)layed  great  Ikiflin  thetom- 
pofition  of  thefe  lines,  which  are  fluggifli  and 
lethargic,  to  a  degree  admirably  adapfted  to  de- 
fciibe  the  drowzy  fcene  they  repreferit.  The 
(imile  of  the  Pines  likewife  is  happily  imagined, 
fcnid  very  poetically  expreffed. 

The  audience  being  all  lulled  to  repofe,  and 
flifpofed  in  their  proper  places  of  reft,  the  god- 
defs  tranfports  the  king  to  her  temple,  where  he 
[s  reprefented  flumbering  with  his  head  on  her 
[ap.  Having  befpfinkled  him  with  Qmmerian 
dew,  which  gives  birth  to  a  thoufand  romantic 
vifions,  he  is  at  length  conveyed  on  the  wings 
of  Fancy,  and  conduced  by  a  flip-fhod  Sibyl  to 
the  Elyfian  fhade,  where  he  meets  with  the 
ghoi]t  of  SetfUy  who  leads  him  to  a  fummit, 
from  whence  he  fhews  him  the  paft  triumphs 
of  the  empire  of  Dulnefs,  then  the  prefcnt, 
and  laftly  the  future, 

Bb  5^  The 
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The  poet  difpkys  great  adilrefs  in  this  dcfcrip- 
tiun,  which  abounds  with  good  fcale  and  pmg- 
nant  reHcAion.  Having  firll  pointed  out  thofc 
parts  of  the  globe  where  fcicnce  never  rofe,  he 
then  turns  towards  tlxe  eaft  and  fouth,  where  flic 
was  deltroyed  by  tyranny.  In  the  firft,  hj 
Chi  Ho-aiii-ti,  the  faniDus  emperor  of  Chiii:i; 
who  built  the  great  wnll  between  tliat  and  Tar- 
tar}%  and  dedroyed  all  liic  bookS|  and  Icamd 
men,  of  the  empire.  Jn  the  fccondj  by  the  Ca- 
liph, Omar  the  ftrll,  who^  having  conquered 
Egypt,  can  fed  his  General  to  burn  the  Ptole- 
mean  Ubrary;  on  the  gates  of  which  was  this 
inlcription, "  TTXHS  lATPEION,  the  Phyfjc  of 
die  SouL 


Having  thus  defcrihed  the  ravages  of  tyranQfi  _j 
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^  See  the  bold  Oftrogoths  on  Latium  fall ; 
•*  See  the  fierce  Vifigoths  on  Spain  and  Gaul ! 
"  See,  "where  the  morning  gilds  the  palmy 

"  fhore 
**  (The  foil  that  arts  and  infant  letters  bore)  * 
"  His  conquering  tribes  th'  Arabian  prophet 

^*  draws, 
**  And  faving  Ignorance  enthrones  by  Laws. 
**  See  Chriftians,  Jews,    one  heavy    fabbath 

**  keep, 
**And  all  the  ivejlern  world  believe  and  fleep." 

The  pi<3:ure  likewife  v^hich  follows  of  Rome, 
in  her  degenerate  ftate,  is  painted  with  a  bold 
and  mafterly  pencil. 

"  Lo !  Rome  herfelf,  proud  miftrefs  now  no 

**  more 
**  Of  arts,   but  thundering   againft   heathen 

**  lore ; 
*'  Her  grey-hairM  Synods  damning  books  un- 

**  read, 
**  And  Bacon  trembling  for  his  brazen  head. 
"  Padua,  with  fighs,  beholds  her  Livy  burn, 
"  And  ev'n  th'  Antipodes  Vigilius  mourn. 
**  See,  the  Cirque  falls,  th'  unpillarM  Temple 

'*  nods, 
"  Streets  pavM  with  Heroes,  Tyber  choakM 

"  with  Gods : 
**  Till  Peter's  keys  fome  chrift'ned  Jove  adorn, 
^'  And  Pan  to  Mofes  lends  his  pagan  horn  : 
^'  See  gracelefs  Venus  to  a  Virgin  turn'd, 
^  Ox  Phidias  broken,,  and  Apelles  burn'd." 

B  b  3  Having 
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llaving  thtis  fhewn  by  what  means  thofc 
parts  of  the  globe,  which  had  been  cnlighitBcd 
by  the  beams  of  fcience,  were  reduced  to  the 
dominion  of  Dulners ;  he  next  reprcfents  a  new 
of  Great  Britain,  and  fliews  by  whom,  and  by 
what  caufe^,  it  will  be  brought  under  the  empire 
of  the  goddefs*  This  affords  an  occafion  to  ihc 
poet  of  fatirizing  the  depraved  and  abfurd  tafte 
which  prevailed^  and,  I  am  forry  to  add»  ftiil 
prevailst  in  the  theatrical  entertainments  of  tlm 
nation.  Nothing  can  be  a  ftrongcr  refle£tionoa 
'modern  tafle  and  underftanding,  than  the  ea- 
couragement  which  is  given  to  our  ridicutoub 
farces  and  pantomimes,  which  debafe  oiii 
theatres  to  mere  puppet^fhews.  Nay,  it  b  not 
too  much  to  fay  I  that  of  the  two,  the  charafler 
nf  Punch  is  lefs  contemptible  than  thatof  Hai- 
Jequin. 
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BeAeatii  her  foot-^fiool^   Science  groans  in 

"  Chains, 
And  IVk  dreads  Esdle^  P^xaldesand  Pains  *^ 
There  foamed  rebeHioits  LojtCy  gaggM  ana 

^  bound, 
There^ifaripi:,  £dr  Rhefrie  languiih^d  on  the  - 

**  ground  ; 
His  blunted  Arms  by  Scphiftry  are  bom. 
And  fhamelefs  BUUnxJgatc  her  Robes  ^dom. 
Morality^  by  her  &lfe  Gnardians  drawn, 
Chicane  in  Furs,  aiid  Cafuifiryin  lawn, 
Gafps,   as  they  iliaiteD  ^  each  end  the 

**  cord, 
And  dies,  when  Dulaeis  gi'ves  her  Page  &e 

**  word. 
Mad  Mathejis  alone  was  unconfinM, 
Too  mad  for  mere  material  chains  to  bind, 
Now  to  pure  Space  lifts  her  extatic  ftare. 
Now  running  round  die  Circle,    finds  it 

**  fquare/ 


,  *> 


he  Mafei  next  are  caft  into  bondage  by  Dul- 
.  and  treated  widi  fcom  by  a  harlot,  whofe 
I  is  admirably  dcfcribed  as  reprefentative  of 
lature  and  genius  of  the  Italian  opera. 

ow  the  fons  of  Dulnefs,  drawn  by  an  at- 
ive  power,  and  impulfive  gravity  of  head, 
gather  round  the  goddefs,  and  are  equally 
r  te  prefent  the  fidl  addrcfs.    But  the  ge^ 


Fhu  line  ;dludc$  to  the  exile,  &c.  f£  Atterbury,  Bifliop 
icbeflor. 

]Bb  4  m$ 
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nius  of  the  fchools  takes  the  lead,  and  h* 
rangues  the  goddefs  in  the  follawing  fpmhi 
•which  conveys  the  keeneft  fatire  on  the  prcpaf- 
*terous  plaa  of  fcholalHc  education, 

,     ,     •     *'  Since  Matt  &om  beaft  by  Words  is 

**  known, 
**  Words  are  Man's  province^  Words  wc  teach 

"  alone. 
**  When  Reafon  doubtfuis    like  the  Stmm 

•*  letter, 
**  Points  him  two  ways,  the  narrower  is  ths 

"  better, 
'*  Plac'd  at  the  door  of  Learningt  youth  to 

*'  guidci 
**  We  never  fuffer  it  to  ftand  too  wide, 
,  **  To  afk,  to  guefs,  to  know,  as  they  com-* 


u 


mence. 


**  As  Fancy  onens  the  auick  forines  of  Senfc 
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ufcful  knowledge,  which  occafions  the  god- 
fs  fuddenly  to  break  forth  in  an  eager  wiih 
:  arbitrary  pcnver^  which  is  beft  fupported  by 
ming  men  8  attention  fromtheftudy  of  thingSt 
that  of  words  and  founds. 

^*  Oh  (cry M  theGoddefs)  for  fome  pedantReign! 
**  Some    gentle  James,     to  blefs   the  land 

**  again ; 
"  To  ftick  the  Dodor's  Chair  into  the  Throne, 
"  Give  law  to  Words,   or  war  with  Words 

**  alone, 
•'  Senates  and  Courts  with  Greek  and  Latin 

"  rule, 
**  And  turn  the  Council  to  a  Grammar  School! 
•*  For  fure,  if  Dulnefs  fees  a  grateful  Dayj 
•'  'Tis  in  the  fhade  of  Arbitriary  Sway. 
♦*  O !  if  my  fons  may  learn  one  earthly  thing, 
**  Teach  but  that  one,  fufEcient  for  a  King; 
**  That  which  my  Priefts,  jmd  mine  alonCj 

**  maintain, 
•*  Which  as  it  dies,  or  lives,  we  fall,  or  reign : 
•*  May  you,  my  Cam,  and  Ifis,  preach  it  long ! 
**  The  Right  Divine  of  Kings  to  govern 

*♦  wrong.'* 

Thefe  few  lines  are  penned  with  the  fpirit  of 
ue  genius,  v/hich  is  ever  abhorrent  of  tyranny 
ider  every  form.  The  found  fcnfe,  llrong 
tire,  and  manly  freedom  of  fentiment  with 
tiich  our  poet  on  all  occafions  vindicates  the 
Jitical  and  religious  rights  of  mankind,  plainly 
ove  him  tQ  luv?  b?ea  a  bigpt  to  no  fcil  or 

Tho 


i 
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The  goddefs  having  called  upon  her  fons  to 
preach  the  flavifb  dodrine  of  divine  right,  tk 
poet  with  great  pleafantry  and  propriety  makes 
the  deputies  of  the  univerfitiesi  efpecially  ik 
friends  of  Ariftotle,  attend  prompt  at  her  dl 
Ariftotle  had  eftablifhed  it  as  a  priadple,  that 
fome  men  were  by  nature  made  to  fenrci  mi 
others  to  command,  therefore  none  fo  fit  a$  hii 
followers  to  epforpe  the  fervile  dodrincofdi* 
.vineright. 

The  fpeech  of  Ariftarchus,  who  explains  to  Ae 
jgoddefs  the  mode  of  academic  education,  m 
chiefly  confined  to  verbal  criticifm,  is  replete 
with  keen  ridicule  :  and  the  exckmation  which 
follows  is  happily  exprefledF 

**  Ah,  think  not*  MiArds  !  more  true  Dulneli 
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This  psut  of  the  fpeech  of  Ariflarchus  19  fS^ 
\gn2inU  and  juA  a  fadre  on  piodern  educadoat 
It  the  tranfbript  will  not  appear  long. . 

^  What  tho.*  we  let  fome  better  fort  of  fod 
**  Thrid  ev?ry  fdence,    run    through  cv?rjr 

'^^fchool?  * 

ff  Never  by  tumbler  through  the  hpops  was 

"  fhown 
f^  Such  fkill  in  pafHng  all,  and  touching  none. 
V  He  may  indeed  (if  fober  all  this  time) 
f^  Plague   with  Difpute,    or  perfecute  with 

"Rhyme.. 
?*  We  only  furnifh  what  he  cannot  ufe, 
**  Or  wed  to  what  he  muft  divorce,  a  Mufe : 
f  *  Full  on  the  midft  of  Euclid  dip  at  once, 
"  And  petrify  a  Genius  to  a  Dunce : 
'*  Or  fet  on  Metaphylic  ground  to  prance, 
"  Show  all  bis  paces,  not  a  ftep  advance. 
"  With  the  fame  Cement,  ever  fure  to  bind, 
f*  We  bring  to  one  dead  level  ev'ry  mind : 
**  Then  take  him  to  devellop,  if  you  can, 
*f  And  hew  the  Block  oflF,  and  get  out  theMan.** 

The  poet  proceeds  by  regular  gradations^  fliU 
rther  to  expofe  the  defeds  of  fadliionable  edu^p 
tion,  in  the  character  of  a  youth  juft  returned 
)m  his  travels,  attended  by  his  governor  and 
ourtezan,  whofe  appearance  drives  Ariftarchus 
ray.        *       '        •  ^   * 

For  the  beauty  of  poetical  defctiption,  and 

r  cxqiiifite  raillery,    nothing    perhaps    can 

ceed  the  following  lineS|  w^ch  expofe  the 

-'  '  abfurd 
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abfurd  progrefs  and  mifchievous  fruits  if  mo- 
dern  travelling,  in  a  fpeech  from  the  tutor  totiic 
goddefa. 


^««^««««#4i&«t 


f 


^'  Receive,  great  Emprefs  I  tliy  accomplifii'il 
**  Son :  f 

^*  Thine  from  the  birth,  and  facrcd  ftom  ik 
**Rod, 

•*  A  dauntlefs  Infant !  never  fcar'd  with  Cod. 


**  Thro'  School  and  Colkge^  thy  kind  do 

^'  o'ercaft, 
**  Safe  and  unfeen  the  young  Enea^  paft  \ 
*'  Thence  burfting  glorious^    all  at  once  let  j 
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•*  To  Iflcs  of  fragrance,  lilly-filverM  valeSy 
•*  Diffufing  languor  in  the  panting  gales : 
**  To  lands  of  finging,  or  of  dancing  flaves, 
**  Love-whifp*ring  woods,  and  lute-refound«- 

"  ing  waves, 
•*  But  chief  her  fhrine  where  naked  Venus 

^*  keeps, 
•*  And  Cupids  ride  the  Lion  of  the  Deeps ; 
•*  Where,  eas'd  of  Fleets,  the  Adriatic  main 
^^  Wafts  the  fmooth  Eunuch  and  enamOur'd 

**  fwain. 
**  Led  by  my  hand,  he  faunterM  Europe  rounds 
''And    gathered   ev*ry    Vice    on    C!hrifiian 

**  ground ; 
**  Saw  ev'ry  Court,  heard  evVjr  King  declare 
**  His  royal  Senfe,  of  Op'ra*s  or  the  Fair ; 
"  The  Stews  and  Palace  equally  explored, 
**  IntriguM    with    glory,     and  'with    ipirit 

**  whor'd ; 
**  Try*d  all  hors^cl^  (Buvres^  all   liqueurs  dc- 

"  finM, 
^  Judicious  drank,  and  greatly-daring  dinM  ; 
^  Dropt  the  dull  lumber  of  the  Latin  ftore, 
**  Spoil'd  his  ovnx  language,  and  acquirM  no 

**  more  ; 
"  All  Claflic  learning  loft  on  Claffic  ground ; 
"  And  laft  turn'd  Air^  the  Echo  of  a  Sound ! 


**  See,  to  my  Country  happy  I  reftore 
**  Tliis  glorious  Youth,   and  add  one  Venus 
"  more/' 

To 


sw 
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To  eoiBpIete  the  fiitire«  the  goddefa  is  made 
to  receive  them  gracioufly,  and  to  bcftow  oil 
them  one  of  her  choiceft  bleffmgs* 

**  Pleas'd,  flic  accepts  the  Hero*  and  the  Dam 
*'  Wraps  in  her  Veil|  and  frees  from  Scnjt  ff 
''Shamcr 

Senfe,  fatire,  and  poetry  were  never  mm 
happily  eombihed,  than  in  the  foregoiogdc* 
fcription. 

The  goddefs  is  then  furrounded  by  a  crowd 
of  Indolently  who  are  tortured  with  too  mudi 
cafe,  and  endure  all  the  paiA$  and  penalties  of 
lazinefi. 

To  relieve   thcfe  from  their  fufferincrsi  ^ 
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To  the  care  of  thefe  Naturallfts,  the  Goddefs 
x)mmeiids  the  lethargic  Indolents  aboye«-men« 
»ned ;  adding,  that  their  fleepy  brothers  may 
well  employed  in  the  ftudy  of  Butterflies^ 
rds-neflf^  Shells y  Mofsy  &c*  There  is  a  great 
al  of  pleafant  ridicule  in  this  recommendation 
)m  the  Goddefs. 

^  The  mind,  in  Metaphyfics  at  a  lofs^ 
^^  May  wander  in  a  wildernefs  of  Mofs ; 
**  The  head  that  turns  at  fuper-lunar  things, 
"  Poized  with  a  tail,  may  fteer  on  Wilkins** 
"  wings.'* 

Dulnefs,  however,  cautioufly  warns  her  fbns 
Uto bufy  themfelves  about  trifles,  and  to  confine 
eir  refearches  to  fecond  caufes.  In  her  excla* 
atory  fpeech  to  this  eflFedl,  the  poet  takes 
cafion  to  fatirize  fuch  trifling  invefdgations  of 
ture,  with  becoming  dignity. 

*^  O !  would  the  fons  of  Men  once  think  their 

"Eyes 
•*  And  Reafon  giv*n  them  but  to  ftudy  Flies  ! 
**  See  Nature  in  fome  partial  narrow  fliape, 
••  And  let  the  Author  of  the  Whole  efcape : 
**  Learn  but  to  trifle ;  or,  who  moft  obferve, 
••  To  wonder  at  their  Maker,  not  to  ferve.'* 


•  Wilkins  was  one  of  the  firft  projcaors  of  the  Royal 
ciety,  and  entertained  an  extravagant  notion  of  the  poiG* 
ity  of  man's  flying. 

The 
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The  Goddcfs  has  no  fooner  exprefled  tVis 
favourite  wifli,  than  fhe  is  addreffed  by  a  gloomy 
Sceptic,  who  undertakes  to  relieve  Dulnefs  from 
any  apprchcniions  that  her  fons  will  ever  apply 
their  thoughts  to  any  ufeful  or  extenfive  vicwi 
of  nature.  In  this  addrefs,  the  poet  has  admi- 
rably expofed  the  abfurd  principles,  and  deplo- 
rable condition,  of  minute  philofophers  and  free- 
thinkers. 

Says  the  vain-glorious  Sceptic     ■    ■ 


*'  Let  others  creep  by  timid  fteps,  and  flo\^, 
*'  On  plain  Experience  lay  foundations  low, 
"  By  common  fenfe  to  common  knowledge 

"  bred, 
«  And  laft,  to  Nature's  Caufe  thro' Nature  led. 
AU-iecing  in  thymiftsi  we  want  no  guide, 
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la'thefe'  excellent  lines,  which  are  animated 
with  the  moft  pointed  fatire,  the  poet  has  hap- 
pily contrived  to  inculcate  the  principles  of 
found  philofophy  and  true  piety. 

The  children  of  Dulnefs,  thus  tutored  and 
accomplifhed,  are  prefented  to  her  in  a  body  by 
Silenus  the  Epicurean  philofopher,  and  are  then 
allowed  to  tafte  of  the  cup,  which  is  handed  to 
them  by  Magus  the  minifter  to  the  Goddefst 
and  which  is  no  fooner  tailed,  than  it  occafions 
a  total  oblivion  of  all  obligations  divine,  civil, 
2XK>rdt,  and  rational. 

TheefFeds  of  this  cup  are  defcribed  in.  a  vein 
^f  exquifite  raillery. 


€< 


One  calls  his  eyes 


"  Up  to  a  Star  J  and  like  Endymion  dies  : 
**  A  Feather,  (hooting  from  another's  head, 
^*  Extra&s  his  brain  ;  and  Principle  is  fled ; 
**  Loft  is  his  God,  his  Country,  ev'ry  thing ; 
**  And  nothing  left  but  Homage  to  a  King  I 
•*  The  vulgar  herd  turn  off  to  roll  with  Hogs^ 
**  To  run  with  Hv)rfes,  or  to  hunt  with  Dogs/* 

Thefe  myfteries  being  over,  Dulnefs,  ever 
attentive  to  the  welfare  of  her  children,  affigns 
each  to  the  guidance  of  a  proper  conductor. 
Thefe  attendants  are  humoroufly  defcribed,  un- 
der the  charaders  of  Impudence,  StupefaSiiony 
Self-conceity  Self-intereji,  Pleqfure,  Epicurifm, 
&c.  who  apply  themfelves  to  the  exercife  of 
their  feveral  functions, 

C  c  **  Kind 
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*'  Kind  Self-conceit  to  fomeher  glafs  applieff, 
*'  Which  no  one  looks  in  with  another's  eyes? 
**  But  as  the  FlattVer  or  Dependant  paint, 
*'  Beholds  himfelf  a  Patriot^  Chief,  or  Sainu'* 

Tlie  poetical  imagery  in  the  following  lines  i* 
exceedingly  beautiful^  and  the  fentiment  juft. 

*^  On  others  Int'rcft  her  gay  liv*ry  flings, 
**  Int'rcil,  titat  waTca  on  Party-colourM  wngs: 
'*  TurnVl  to  the  Sun,  fiie  cafts   a  thouiand 

*'  dyes, 
**  And,  as  fhe  turns,  the  colours  fall  or  lifc/* 

The  refl:  are  reprefented,  with  great  fpirit  and 
poignancy,  in  the  diij^lay  of  their  various  offices, 
hy  %vhich  the  fons  of  Dulnefs  are  prepared  for 


i 
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igdom,  and  the  poem  ends  vnth  the  rejlora^ 
a  of  Night  and  Chao8« 

The  following  lines,  which  afe  prophetic  of 
LS  reftoration,  are  at  once  poetical,  philofophi-^ 
If  and  piou^  ■ 

**  She  comes !  (he  comes  1  the  fable  Thrond 

"  behold 
"  Of  Night  primaeval,  and  of  Chaos  old ! 
**  Before  her,  Fanc/s  gilded  clouds  decay^ 
•*  And  all  its  varying  Rain-bows  die  away. 
**  fVit  {hoots  in  vain  its  momentary  fires, 
**  The  meteor  drops,  and  in  a  flafh  expires. 
^^  As  01^  by  one,  at  dread  Medea's  flniin, 
•5  The  fick*ning  ftars  fade  oflF  th'  ethereal 

^^  plain ; 
**  As  Argus^  eyes,  by  Hermes'  wand  oppreft^ 
"  Clos*d  one  by  one  to  everlafting  reft.; 
"  Thus  at  her  felt  approach,  and  fecret  might, 
"  Art  after  Art  goes  out,  and  all  is  Night. 
"  See  fkulking  Truth,  to  her  old  cavern  fled, 
**  Mountains  oiCafuiJlry  heapM  o'er  her  head ! 
"  Philofophyy  that  leanM  on  Heav'n  before, 
•*  Shrinks  to  htrfecand  Caufe,  and  is  no  more* 
•*  Phyfic  of  Metaphyjic  begs  defence, 
•*  And  Metaphyjic  calls  for  aid  on  Scnfe  I 
•*  See  Myfiery  to  Mathematics  fly  ! 
**  In  vain  !  they  gaze,  turn  giddy,  rave,  and 

''  die. 
**  Religion  blufliing  veils  her  facred  fires, 
"  And  unawares  Morality  expires/' 

Cc  a  U 
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It  IS  to  be  wifhed  that  tlie  poem  had  concludeiJ 
%vhh  thcfe  admirable  Unet^  which  convey  fo 
keen  and  jufl  accnJure  on  the  vifionary  rapture 
of  the  late  noble  author  of  the  Charaderiftics, 
The  fixluccecding  lines  *,  which  clofe  the  piece, 
are  little  more  than  a  repetition,  or  amplifia- 
tion  of  what  was  before  more  forcibly  exprcflci 

But  upon  the  whole,  this  book  may  be  efteemai 
as  one  of  the  choiceft  of  our  author's  coinpofi- 
tions.  The  plan  of  it,  as  the  Editor  oblerves, 
was  artfull)r  contrived  to  ihew  that  the  defers 
of  a  fafhionable  education,  naturally  led  % 
and  ended  in,  Free-thinking,  This  plan  is  con* 
duflcd  throughout  with  the  true  fpirit  of  indig- 
nant fatire,  and  with  the  moft  glorious  and 
dable  defign,  which  can  animate  agreatgemus^ 


idig- 
lau- 
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It  is  to  be  regretted  therefore,  as  has  been 
obferved,  that  the  beauties  of  this  book,  fhould 
belaviihed  to  adorn  a  poem,  which  has  perfonal 
ikdre  for  its  chief  objedl. 

The  infignificant  dunces  and  malevolent  cri- 
tics expofed  in  this  piece,  are  falling  into  ob- 
livion; and  when  their  charaders  are  wholly 
forgotten,  the  Dunciad  will  become  in  a  great 
degree  uninterefting. 

Even  the  hero  of  the  poem,  who  with  match- 
Icfs  eflFrontery,  afFeded  to  be  infenfible  to  juft 
reproof,  is  now  fcarcely  remembered  ;  fo  tran- 
fient  is  the  memory  of  pertnefs  and  vanity. 

It  is  to  be  wiflied,  that  our  author  had  never 
defcended  to  have  beftowed  fo  much  attention  on 
an  objeft  fo  unworthy  of  his  pen,  and  on  whom 
the  moft  pointed  and  juft  fatire  could  produce  fo 
little  good  efFed. 

Gibber  was  in  his  nature  incorrigible.  He 
was  endued  with  fo  little  nice  fenfibility  and 


**  months  ago  to  have  drawn  the  whole  polite  world  upon 
•'  mc  (as  I  formerly  d»d  the  Dunces  .of  a  lower  fpecics)  as  I 
<<  certainly  (ball,  whenever  I  publiih  this  poem.  An  army 
*^  of  Vtrtuofi,  Medalifts,  Ciceroni,  Royal  Society- men, 
**  Schools,  Univerfiiies,  even  Florifts,  Free-thinkers,  and 
♦*  Free-mafons,  will  encompafs  me  with  fury  :  It  will  be 
••  once  more  concur  rere  bellum  at  que  virum.  But  a  good  con- 
•«  fciencc,  a  bold  fpirit,  a  zeal  for  truth,  at  whatfoever  ex- 
«•  pence,  of  whatever  pretenders  to  fcience,  or  of  all  impo* 
««  (ition,  either  literary,  moral,  or  poetical,  thefc  animitcd 
««  me,  and  thefe  will  fupport  me." 

C  c  3  moral 
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moral  delicacy,  that  fofar  from  blufliing  at  iIjC 
dctcdion  of  his  vices  and  follies,  the  perfefiion 
of  his  abilities  confifted  in  making  them  the  iih 
ftnimcQtSj  by  which  he  attra^ed  the  notice  of 

jnaakind, 

It  is  not  to  be  wondered,  that  a  man  thus 
totally  exempt  from  all  fenfe  of  fhame,  and 
%vhole  higheil>  vanity  was  to  divert  the  rabble, 
fliould  gain  a  contemptible  party  of  laughen 

on  his  fide, 

Tliis  Gibber  did.  To  the  force  of  keenfatirc 
and  poignant  ridicule,  he  oppofed  licentioufi 
ribaldry,  and  pitiful  buffoonery  *,     But  though 
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he  man,  who  is  fo  unfeeling  as  to  laugh  on  oc- 
afions  which  fhould  command  a .  bluih«  will 
Jways  find  fenfelefs  grinners  to  keq>  him  in 
ounteaance,  yet  he  will  appear  defpicable  in  the 
ryes  of  erery  one  of  difcemment  and  decorum  ; 
ind  his  Yices  and  follies  will  difgrace  his  me« 
nory,  while  the  talents  which  fhaded  and  dif- 
piifed  them*  are  no  longer  remembered. 

Indeed  we  have  too  much  reafon  to  concludef 
that  the  good  purpofe  intended  by  this  fatire 
was,  to  the  herd  in  general,  of  lefs  efficacy 
than  our  poet  hoped.  For  fcriblers  have  not  the 
common  fenfe  of  other  vermin,  who  ufually 
ihftain  from  mifchief,  when  they  fee  any  of 
their  kind  gibbetted  or  nailed  up,  as  terrible 
examples. 

It  will  not  be  immaterial  to  obferve,  that  Mr. 
Pope  laid  the  plan  of  the  fourth  book  at  the 
requeft  of  the  learned  editor  of  his  works,  who 
reminded  him  that  it  was  a  pity  fo  fine  a  poem 
as  the  Dunciad^  (hould  remain  difgraced  by  the 
meannefs  of  its  fubjedt ;  and  that  he  ought  to 
raife  and  ennoble  it  by  pointing  his  fatire  againft 
minute  philofophers  and  free-thinkers  *. 

Such 


•  The  editor  of  his  works  obfcrvcs,  that  he  impgincd  it 
was  for  the  intereft  of  itligion  to  have  it  known,  ihaf  fo 
great  a  genius  had  a  due  abhorrence  of  thofe  pciis  of  virtue 
and  fbciety. 

It  was  to  advance  the  f«me  ends  of  virtue. and  religion, 

that  ihe  editor  prevailed  on  him  to  alter  every  thin^  ii>  ins 
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Such  a  recommendation  does  honour  to  himvho 
gave  it ;  but  ftili  it  is  to  be  wifhed,  that  the  admir- 
able contents  of  the  fourth  book  had  been  totally 
detached,  from  the  poem  of  which  they  conftitutc 
a  part.  The  weight  and  importance  of  the  fub- 
jcds  treated  of  in  this  book,  fcem  to  have  re- 
quired fuch  a  feparation :  and  they  would  per- 
Jiaps,  if  poffible,  have  appeared  with  ftill  greater 
dignity,  had  they  not  been  blended  vdth  the 
levities  *  in  other  parts  of  this  poem. 


Moral  Huntings ^  that  might  be  fufpcftcd  to  have  the  leaft 
glance  towards  Fate  or  Naturalifm^  and  to  add  what  was 
proper  to  convince  the  world  that  he  was  wannlyon  thcfidc 
of  AUral  Government  and  a  r£v£ALED  Will:  and  the 
editor  aflures  us,  that  it  would  be  great  injufiice  to  Mr.  Pope's 
memory  not  to  declare  that  he  embraced  thefe  occafions  with 
unfeigned  pleafure. 
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*  This  fourth  book  was  publilhed  long  after 
'he  firft  three,  and  the  author  pleafantly  pre- 
fixed an  advertifement  to  the  firft  edition  of 
t,  which  made  its  appearance  feparately  ia 
he  year  1742  *,  intimating  that  it  was  by  a 
lifferent  hand  from  the  other,  and  found  ia 
Ictached  pieces,  incorrect  and  unfiniflied.*' 

rhe  editor  of  his  works  objefted  to  him 
affedtation  of  ufing  fo  unpromifmg  an  at- 
ipt  to  miflead  his  reader.  He  replied,  very 
cwdly,  that  the  editor  thought  too  highly  of 
:  public  tafte;  that,  moft  commonly,  it  was 
mcd  on  that  of  half  a  dozen  people  infafhion 
lO  took  the  lead,  and  fometimes  intruded  the 
left  performances  on  the  town,  for  works  of 
::  while  at  the  fame  time,  fome  true  efforts 
genius,  without  name  or  recommendation, 
^e  pafled  unobferved  or  neglected,  by  the 
)lic  eye. 


Wc  find,  by  a  letter  above  quoted  from  our  author  to 
Bethel,  that  he  expeSed  to  raifc  a  ftorm  againft  him  by 
publication  of  the  fourth  book  of  the  Dunciad  j  and  it 
cars,  by  the  following  letter,  that  his  friend  cntcr:ain<^d 
rchcnfions  on  his  account,  which  he  thus  facciiuufly 
ovcs, 

'  To  give  you  caff,  in  relation  to  the  event  of  my  poem, 
'hich  dealing  much  in  general,  not  particular  fatire,  has 
lirred  up  little  or  no  rcfcntment,  though  it  be  levelled 
»uch  higher  than  the  former ;  yet  men  not  being  finglcd 
>ut  from  the  herd,  bear  chaftifcment  better,  like  gallcy- 
lavcs,  for  being  all  linked  in  a  ftring,  and  on  the  fame 
auk.*' 


He 
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He  added  many  other  juft  refleftions  on  this 
occafion,  and  the  event  fliewed  that  he  was  nol 
niiflakcn.  The  fourth  book,  the  moft  ihidied 
and  highly  finiihed  of  all  his  poems,  was  efteemal 
diJciird-\^  (a  name  which,  in  excefs  of  modeftyt 
the  reader  gives  to  what  he  does  not  underftand) 
and  but  a  faint  imitation,  by  fome  commoQ 
hand,  of  the  other  three*  He  had  himfelf  the 
malicious  iilcafurc  of  hearing  this  judgment 
palled  on  his  favourite  w^ork,  by  feveral  of  his 
acc[u:riiitance  ;  a  pleafure  more  to  his  tafte  than 
the  flatteries  they  ufed  to  entertain  him  mthf 
and  were  then  intentionally  paying  him. 

The  Dunciad,  it  is  faid,  was  prefented  to  the 
King  *  and  Queen,  by  Sir  Robert  Walpolej  who^ 
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»bout  this  time,  it  is  thought,  offered  to  pro- 
cure him  a  penfion,  which  he  refufed  with  the 
fame  noble  fpirit  with  which  he  had  formerly 
declined  offers  of  this  nature.  This  proppfal 
of  Sir  Robertas,  is  probably  hinted  at  in  a  paifage 
of  one  of  our  author's  letters  to  Dean  Swift, 
which  the  reader  may  fee  in  the  note  under* 
oeathf. 

Mr.  Pope  obferved,  that  he  was  wholly  obi* 
liged  to  the  whig  miniftry,  for  thoughts,  of  this 
nature.  His  friend  Lord  Oxford,  he  affures  us> 
never  made  fuch  a  propofal  to  him  :  though  he 
often  ufed  to  talk  with  great  kindnefs  to  him, 
jmd  frequently  expreffed  his  concern,  that  he 
Should  be  incapable  of  a  place  without  giving 

inquietude  to  his  father  and  mother Such 

concern,  faid  our  pious  poet,  as  I  would  not 
have  given  to  either,  for  all  the  places  which  the 
miniftry  could  have  bcftowed  on  me.  Lord  Ox- 
ford, however,  never  made  him  any  offer  of  a 
penfion. 


+  **  1  was  once  before  difpleafed  at  you  for  complaining 
**  to  Mr.  — —  of  my  not  having  a  penfion,  I  am  fo  ag^^in, 
•*  at  your  naming  it  to  a  certain  Lord.  I  have  given  proof, 
♦*  in  the  courfe  of  my  life,  from  the  time  that  I  v^as  in  the 
^*  friendfhip  of  Lord  nolingbroke  and  Mr.  Craggs,  even  to 
^*  this  time,  when  I  am  civiily  treated  by  Sir  Robert  Wal^ 
^*  pole,  that  I  never  thought  myfclf  fo  warm  in  aiiy  party's 
•*  caufe,  as  to  deferve  their  money,  and  therefore  would 
^*  never  have  accepted  it  I  defirc  you  to  take  off  any  im- 
ff  preffions  which  that  dialogue  may  h^ve  left  upon  his  Lord* 
^*  (hip's  mind,  as  if  I  ever  had  any  thoughts  of  being  be«^ 
#*  bpMcn  to  hinii  pr  any  other,  ia  that  way."  * 

Put 
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But  Lord  Halifax,  as  we  are  aflured  by  Mr, 
Pope,  fent  for  him  of  his  own  accord,  inAe 
beginning  of  the  reign  of  George  the  Firft,and 
acquainted  him  that  he  had  often  been  concerned 
that  his  merit  had  never  been  rewarded  as  it  de- 
fer ved  ;  adding,  that  he  was  very  glad  it  wai 
now  in  his  power  to  be  of  fervice  to  him,  by 
fettling  a  pen  Hon  upon  him,  if  he  chofe  to  ac- 
cept of  it,  and  that  no  return  Ihould  be  required 
of  him  for  it.  ^ 

Mr,  PopR,  having  thanked  him  for  the  pro- 
pofal,  dcfircd  time  to  confider  of  it;  and  about 
three  months  after,  having  in  the  interim  heard 
nothing  from  Jiis  Lordfliip,  he  wrote  to  him, 
repeating  Ivis  obligations  to  him  for  the  oiFer, 
but  at  the  fame  time  declining  it,  with  a  noble 
inditfcrence  ^^ 


1 
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Mr.  Pope  was  fuperior  to  the  little  pride  of 
uppofing  that  an  inattention  to  domeftic  con- 
«n8,  was  charafteriftical  of  a  great  genius* 
On  the  contrary,  that  fortune  which  his  merit 
acquired,  he  was  mindful  to  huiband  to  the  heft 
advantage.  With  this  view,  in  the  year  1729, 
he  purchafed  an  annuity  of  100  /.  for  his  owa 
life,  and  with  pious  folicitude,  took  care  like- 
wife  to  include  his  mother's  life  in  the  purchafe. 

Our  author  having  taken  leave  of  fatire,  we 
find  his  mufe,  in  the  iixth  volume,  more  agree- 
ably engaged.  In  this  volume  of  his  works 
wc  find  imitations  of  the  lighter  pieces  of  Ho- 
race, fomc  of  them  in  the  manner  of  Swift* 
They  (hew  with  what  happy  dexterity  our 
author  defcends  from  grave  to  gay. 

The  moft  diftinguifhed  of  thefe  little  pieces, 
is  his  imitation  of  the  firft  Ode  of  the  fourth 
book  of  Horace.  This  has  all  the  eafe  and  ele- 
gance of  the  original,  and  frequently  furpafles 
it 

Our  author  here  takes  occafion  to  pay  a  deli- 
*catc  compliment  to  his  friend,  then  Mr.  Mur- 
ItAY,  which  in  fome  parts  is  more  happily 
turned  than  the  Latin. 

"  AJ  Vk  n  e  r  e  m. 

**  Mater  fae*ua  cupiJimmu 

'*  Circa  lujira  decern  fierier e  moUibus 
^  Jam  durnvi  mperiis :  ahi 

•*  ^0  blandacjuvcntiwt  te  revocant  preces. 

"  Tem^ 
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**  Tempejlivius  in  domum 

Paulli^  pnrpurms  ales  doribus^ 
*'  Comiffahtre  Maximi ; 

^^  Si  ^orrcrc  jecur  quacris  idonctm^* 
**  Namtjuc  ct  nobilis^  et  decern^ 

**  Et  profoliciiis  nan  tacitus  rthf 
**  Et  cenium  pner  ariium^ 

*'  Laiejfgna/erei  militke  tuae,- 
**  E/y  quandoque  pofmiiQr 

"  Largis  muneribm  riferit  acmuU^ 
*'  Albams  prope  te  hem 

*'  Panel  marmoreamfub  trabc  eiirea, 
*'  lilic  plurima  tuirtbus 

**  Duces  thura  ;  lyraquc  et  BereeyntlnM 
*'  DekBabere  tibia 

*'  Mixtis  carminibus^  nmjintjjfiula^ 
**  Jllic  bis  putri  die 
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Noble  and  young,  who  ftrikes  the  h^art 
**  With  ey'ry  fprightly,  every  decent  part } 
Equal,  the  injur'd  to  defend, 
*'  To  charm  the  .  miftrefs,    or  to   fix   the 

^*  friend. 
He,  with  a  hundred  arts  refin'd, 
"  Shall  ftretch  thy  conquefb  over  half  the 

''  kind : 
To  him  each  rival  fhall  fubmit, 
"  Make  but  his  riches  equal  to  his  wit. 
Then  fhall  thy  form  the  marble  grace 
**  (Thy  Grecian -form)  and  Chloe  lend  the 

*'  face : 
His  houfe,  embofomM  in  the  grove  f, 
"  Sacred  to  focial  life  and  focial  love, 
Shall  glitter  o'er  the  pendent  green, 
"  Where  Thames    refledts    the    vifionary 

**  fcene : 
Thither,  the  lilver-founding  lyres 
**  Shall  call  the  fmiling  loves,   and  young 

"  defires ; 
There,  ev  ry  grace  and  mufe  (hall  throngs 
•*  Exalt  the  dance,  or  animate  the  fong ; 
There  youths  and  nymphs,  in  confort  gay,     . 
'*  Shall  hail  the  rifing,    clofe  the  parting 

"  day." 


He  bad  at  that  time  an  intention  of  leaving  his  houfe 
witcnham  to  Mr.  Mulray,  on  very  cafy  terms ;  an4 
this  view  he  entertained  the  proje6ls  of  fcveral  improve- 
:s  and  purchafes.  But  when  he  found,  by  the  growing 
and  rlfuig  flation  of  his  friend,  that  it  was  never  likely 
!  of  any  ufe  to  him,  he  hid  afidc  that  purpofe. 
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*'  Te  per  gramina  A 
"  Campiy  teper  , 


"  Now,  now  I  feize, 
'  **  And  now  you  1 

**  arms  ; 

"  And  fwiftly  fhoot 

«  Or  foftly  glide  t 

*•  Now  fhown  by  Cj 

"  And  now,    on 

"  away." 

Among  the  little  pie 
EpiftletotheEarlofO^i 
Dr.  Parnelle's  poems,  i 
after  the  faid  Earl's  imp 
and  retreat  into  the  coi 
and  which  is,  indeed,  a 
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*  For  him,  thou  oft  haft  bid  the  world  attend, 
'  Fond  to  forget  the  ftatefman  in  the  friend  "f; 

*  For  Swift,  and  him,  defpisM  the  farce  of  ftate> 

*  The  fober  follies  of  the  wife  and  great ; 

*  Dexterous jthe  craving,fawning crowd  to  quit, 

*  And  pleas'd  to  'fcape  from  flattery  to  wit/* 

rhere  is  great  beauty  likewife  in  the  lines, 
sreby  our  author  defcribes  the  amiable  fmce- 
',  and  all-powerful  influence  of  his  favourite 
fe, 

'  In  vain  to  deferts  thy  retreat  is  made  ; 
'  TTie  mufe  attends  thee  to  thy  filent  fhadc : 
^  *Tis  hers,  thfe  brave  man's  latett  fteps  to 

*'  trace, 
^  Rejudge  his  ads,  and  dignify  difgrace. 


There  is  perhaps  too  much  truth  in  thefe  lines  ;  but 
tcvcr  our  author  might  intend,  it  was  certainly  no  coin- 
enttoa  fallen  minlfter,  to  remind  him,  that  he  ufed  to 
c  the  world  attend,  while  he  was  entertaining  himfelf 
a  man  of  wi^  But  the  fa£l  is,  that  Lord  Oxfoid,  as  a 
fter,  was  negligent,  if  we  may  believe  what  Lord  Bo- 
)roke  ufed  to  fay  to  his  friends.  He  added  lil^ewifc,  that 
3rd  was,  in  convcrfation,  puzzled  and  cmbarraflcd  ^  and, 
I  the  whole,  unequal  to  his  ftntion.  It  was  his  wont, 
f  day  almoft,  to  fend  idle  verfcs  from  court  to  the  ScrjhL'rus 
>,  which  confiftcd  of  Swift,  Arbuthnot,  Parnellc,  Pope, 
fomctimes  Gay.  He  was  likewife  ukd  to  frequent  th« 
)  every  night  almofl,  |nd  would  talk  idly,  eren  oil  the 
\  of  the  moil  important  concerns. 

nvy  itfelf,  however,  mu ft  allow  that  this  roblcmandif. 
ed  a  mott  manly  fortitude  during  the  courfc  of  his  ad* 

D  d  a  *•  WLen 
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"  When  Int'reft  calls  off  all  her  fneaking  trafl^ 
"  And  all  th'  oblig'd  defert,  and  all  the  vain; 
"  She  waits,  or  to  the  fcaffold,  or  the  cell, 
"  When  thelaft  lingering  friend  hasbidfarc- 

'^  well/' 

The  two  epiftles  likewife  to  Mrs.  Blount*, 
have  diftinguifhcd  merit.  .  That  which  is  ad- 
dielFed  to  her  on  her  leaving  the  town  after  the 
Coronation,  opens  with  inimitable  eafe  and  plea- 

lantry. 

**  As  feme  fond  virgin,  whom  her  mother'scarc 
"  Drags  from  the  town  to  wholeforae  country 

''  air, 
"  Juft  when  fhe  learns  to  roll  a  melting  eye, 
''  And  hear  a  fpark,  yet  think,  no  danger  nigh; 
*'  From  the  dear  man  unwilling  (he  muft  fever, 
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The  reft  of  this  poem  abounds  with  turns  of 
agreeable  humour  and  fprightly  gallantry.  But 
our  extrads  have  already,  in  the  opinion  of 
fome^  perhaps,  been  too  copious. 

There  are  feveral  other  mifcellaneous  little 
pieces  in  this  volume  vsrhich  have  great  merit, 
more  efpecially  the  colledtion  of  Epitaphs,  of 
ivhich  it  is  fufficient  to  fay,  that  they  are  equal, 
if  not  fuperior  to  any  compofitions  of  the  4me 
^nd. 

The  contents  of  the  remaining  volumes  of  the 
odlavo  edition  of  his  vsrorks,  confift  of  the  Me- 
moirs of  Scriblerus,  klcQ.  Eflays  which  he  vnrote 
in  the  Guardian^  as  likewife  his  Preface  to  the 
Tranflation  of  Homer's  Iliad,  and  the  Works  of 
Shakefpear,  together  with  fome  leffer  pieces, 
and  his  feveral  epiftolary  correipondences. 


auckor  made  (on\e  alterations,  perhaps  not  for  the  better. 
The  fcyenth  line  in  the  original  ftood  thug 

<*  So  fair  Terefa  gave  the  town  a  view." 

The  alteration,  though  it  has  undoubtedly  improved  the 
hgrmony  of  the  verfe,  may  probably  be  thought  not  to  have 
mended  thr  feafe  :  Fx>r  the  reluAance  with  which  (he  went 
into  the. country  is  better  dcfcribed  by  her  taking  a  wifliful 
retrofpei^ive  view  of  the  town,  than  by  her  flying  from  it. 
It  muft  be  added,  that  in  the  original  there  are  fixteen  addt* 
tional  lines,  which  immediately  follow  the  lad  line  of  the 
printed  copy.  In  thefe  the  poet  humoroufly  ddcrtbes  the 
manner  in  which  the  beau  Efprits  fpent  their  time  in  town^ 
ftyx  on  reflexion  he  thought  proper  to  fupprcfs  the(e  li(ic^. 

Pd3  *         Tl*t 


4o5  THELIFEOF 

The  pre  faces  to  Homer  and  Shakefpear  are, 
of  thcmfclvcs,  fufficicnt  teflimonies  of  his  ex- 
tcnilvc  U'^irning,  and  critical  {kill.  The  other 
iii^Litive  piiccs,  though  excellent  of  their  kindi 
VTC  too  inaiuhdcrablc  to  claim  particular  ani- 
TIM  l^erfi  Jii, 


It%rou!:lbe  unpardonable,  however,  to 
ncr  his  c|innl:ir)r  corrcfpondence,  without  dif- 
tinguiiT^.cd  notice,  Thcfe  are  in  truth  not  lefi 
t'xr client  iii  tlicir  kind,  than  his  poetical  pieces. 
In  the  turn  (n  his  letters,  he  difplays  that  ini- 
init.tble  ^,i  ace,  in  which  we  find  all  the  wit|  hu- 
mour, and   tJ'JQumiiit  of  VoiiurCj  joined  to  the 

food  fcnfc  and  penetration  of  B .  It  is  cot  too 

mucli  to  f;iY  of  them,  that  they  afford  the  moft 
ptricQ  model  of  cpiftolary  writing  ;  fuch  as  be- 
C'^mes  .1  coircrpondence  between  men  of  virtue^ 
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\mong  thefe  epiftolary  pieces,  however,  I 
ft  not  omit  taking  notice  of  the  Character  of 
Duchefs  of  Buckingham,  which  was  pre- 
ded  .to  have  been  penned  by  Mr.  Pope  j  but 
truth  Mr.  Pope  feems  to  have  had  but  little 
:e  in  the  compofition  of  it,  as  appears  by  a 
cr  of  his  to  a  friend,  which  is  fubjoined  to 
Gharadler. 

rhis  Lady  feems  to  have  been  one  of  thofe  in 
^fe  charadier  our  author  appears  to  have  been 
taken,,  as  appears  by  a  letter  addrefled  to 
.  Bethel  * 

Among 

In  this  letter,  having  acquainted  his  friend  that  hit 
"c  and  garden  were  offered  to  him  in  falc,  he  adds 
"  I  thought  any  very  particulai'  friend  would  be  pleafed  to 
ve  in  it  after  my  death  (fur  as  it  is,  it  fcrves  all  my  pur- 
jfcs  as  well  during  life)  I  would  purchafe  it  ;  and  nriore 
irticularly,  could  I  hope  two  things^  that  the  friend 
ho  fhould  like  it,  was  fo  much  younger,  and  healthier 
un  myfelf,  as  to  have  a  profpca  of  its  continuing  his 
mc  years  longer  than  I  can  of  its  continuing  "^'^^* 
ut  moft  of  thofe  I  love,  are  travelling  out  of  the  world, 
)t  into  it ;  and  unlcfs  I  had  fuch  a  view  given  me,  I  have 
)  vanity  nor  pleafure,  that  does  not  ftop  (hort  of  the  grave 

The  Duchefs  of   Buckingham   has   thought    other- 
Ifc,   who  ordered  all  manner  of  vanities  for  her  own 
neral,    and  a  fum  of  money  to  be  fquandcrcd  on  it, 
hich  is  but  nccefTary  to   prefcrve  f-^^?  ,*^[^'"S  ,TJ"7 
K)r  people,  to  whom  flic  is  indebted.     I  doubt  not  Mrs 
•att  is*as  much  aftoniflied   as   you  or  I,  ^^  her Jeavm^^ 
r  Robert  Walpole  her  truftec,    and  Lord  "ervcy  her 
ccutor,   with  a  marriagcfettlcment  on  his  d"?^^» 
at  will  take  place  of  all   the  prior  debts  Ihe  has  m  the 
orld.    Air  her  private  papers,  f^^'^fZ^'^J^Vf^T'. 
wuients,  are  left  in  the  hands  of  LordHervey  ;  fo  that 

D  d  4  *^ 


v^ii  me  aeath  oi 
fex)  Dr.  Bolton 
from  thence  M: 
this  epiftle  to  D 
Butler's  fpirit,  r 

**  Stript  to  the 
"  From  doiibt} 
**  UnivarmM  I 
f  *  And  all  my 

**life; 
"Why -am  I 

"  e/Tays, 
**And   though 

''  praife  f 


<( 


It  IS  not  impoffibh 
come  out.   I  am  fur. 

h'm;  but  fare  this  i 
,!  """^  >c<}uaintance. 
woman  of  ereathr^n. 
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and  the  fcttkmcnt  of  the  firft  foundatioDs  of    | 
the  Britifli  monaichy*  , 

A  flvCtch  of  this  intended  piece,  now  lies  k- 
fore  the  %vriter  of  thefe  fheets  ;  and  as  the  plan 
fecms  to  be  noble,  extenfive,  and  edifying,  he 
ti  uils  that  an  account  of  it  will  not  only  ht  tn- 
tcrtaining,  Init  inflru£tive ;  as  the  defign  may 
fervc  a.s  a  model  to  employ  fome  genius,  if  any 
there  be,  or  fliall  hereafter  arife,  equal  to  ik 
execution  of  fuch  an  arduous  talk- 


The  poem,  as  has  been  obferved,  was  to  haTC 
been  entitled  Brutus,  As  Eneas  was  famed 
fur  his  piety,  fo  his  grandlbn's  charafleriftic  was 
bcncYolcnce;  the  firll  predominant  principle  of 
his  charadlcr,  which  prompted  his  endeavouri 
to  redeem  the  remains  of  his   countrymen,  the 
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The  firft  book  was  intended  to  open  with  the 
pearance  of  Brutus  at  the  ftraits  of  Calpe,  in 
htof  the  Pillars  of  Hercules,  [the  ne  plus  ul-^ 
u)  He  was  to  have  been  introduced  debating 
council  with  his  captains,  whether  it  was  ad- 
feable  to  launch  into  the  great  ocean,  on  an 
terprife  bold  and  hazardous  as  that  of  the 
eat  Columbus. 

One  reafon,  among  others,  affigned  by  Bru- 
s,  for  attempting  the  great  ocean  in  fearch 
a  new  country,  was,  that  he  entertained  no 
ofpedt  of  introducing  pure  manners  in  any 
irt  of  the  then  known  world ;  but  that  iie 
ight  do  it  among  a  people  uncorrupt  in  their 
anners,  worthy  to  be  made  happy  ;  and  want- 
gonly  arts  and  laws  to  that  purpofe. 

A  debate  enfues.  Pifander,  an  old  Trojan,  is 
ther  for  fettling  in  Betica,  a  rich  country, 
'ar  the  ftraits,  within  the  Mediterranean,  of 
hofe  wealth  they  had  heard  great  fame  at  Gar- 
age. Brutus  apprehends  that  the  foftnefs  of 
e  climate,  and  the  gold  found  there,  would  cor-? 
ipt  their  manners  ;  befides,  that  the  Tyrians, 
ho  had  cftablifhed  great  commerce  there,  had 
troduced  their  fuperftitions  among  the  natives, 
id  made  them  unapt  to  receive  the  infiru^os 
J  was  defirpus  to  give. 

Qoanthes,  one  of  his  captains,  out  of  avarice 
^  cflFeminacy,  neverthelefs  defires  to  fettle  in  a 
ch  and  fertile  country,  rather  than  to  tempt  the 
pgers  of  the  ocean,  out  of  a  romantic  notion 
l»eroifii« 

This 
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This  has  fuch  an  effciO:,  that  the  whole  coun* 
dl  being  diimayed^  aie  unwilling  to  pafsthe 
ftraits,  and  venture  into  the  great  ocean; 
pleading  the  example  of  Hercules  for  not  ad- 
vancing  farther,  and  urging  the  prefumptiori  of 
going  beyond  a  god.  To  which  Bratus^  rifing 
with  emotion,  anfwers>  that  Hercules  was  kit 
a  mortal  like  them ;  and  thax  if  their  virtue 
was  fupcrior  to  hiS|  they  would  have  the  kmt 
claim  to  divinity :  for  that  the  path  of  vinucj 
was  the  only  way  which  lay  open  to  heavca, 

At  length  he  refulves  to  go  in  a  fingle  Qi% 
and  to  rejed  all  luch  d^ftards,  as  dared  not  accom- 
pany him. 

Upon  this,  Orontes  takes  firc»  declares  fan  will 
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The  fecond  book  opens  with  a  picture  of  the 
fupreme  God  in  all  his  majefty,  fitting  on  his 
throne  in  the  higheft  heaven.  The  fuperintending 
angel  of  the  Trojans  empire  (the  Regnum  Pri- 
am vetus)  falls  down  before  the  throne,  andcon- 
fcffes  his  juftice  in  having  overtiKned  that  king- 
dom, for  the  fins  of  the  princes,  and  of  the  people 
themfelves.  But  adds,  that  after  having  chaftifed 
and  humbled  them,  it  would  now  be  agreeable  to* 
his  mercy  and  goodnefs,  to  raife  up  a  new  ftate 
from  their  ruins,  and  form  a  people  who  might 
ferve  him  better.  That,  in  Brutus,  his  Provi- 
dence had  a  fit  inftrument  for  fuch  a  gracious  de- 
fign. 

This  proftrate  angel  is  raifed  by  the  Almighty, 
and^ermitted  to  attend  upon  Brutus  in  his  voyage 
to  Britain,  in  order  to  afiifl  him  in  the  reduc- 
tion of  that  ifland. 

The  guardian  angel,  in  purfuance  of  this  com- 
miffion,  flies  from  heaven  to  the  high  mountain  of 
Calpe;  and  from  thence  caufes  an  eafi  wind  to 
blow,  which  carries  the  fleet  out  of  the  flxeights 
weftward  to  the  Canary  iflands,  where  he  lands. 

Here  was  to  have  been  a  defcription  of  Tene- 
riff,  and  of  the  volcanoes,  as  likewife  of  a  moft 
delicious  ifland,  which  is  defcribed  to  be  without 
inhabitants.  A  great  part  of  his  followers  are 
diipofed  to  fettle  here.  What  more,  fay  they, 
can  we  wifh  for  ourfelves,  than  fuch  a  pleafing 
end  of  all  our  labours  ?  In  an  inhabited  country 
we  muft,  perhaps,  be  forced  to  fight,  and  de- 

ftroy 
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ftroy  the  natives;  here,  without  cncroac 
upon  others,  without  the  guilt  of  a  con< 
we  may  have  a  land  that  will  fupply  us  wi 
the  neceflarits  of  life.  Why  then  fhould  ^ 
fartlier  ?  Let  us  thank  the  gods,  and  reft  h« 
jKMcc.  This  hfFords  room  for  a  beautifi 
llripiion  of  the  land  of  lazinefs. 

Brutus,  however,  rejedls  this  narrow  ar 
filh  propofition,  as  incompatible  with  his 
reus  plan  of  extending  benevolence,  by  in! 
ing  and  polifhing  uncultivated  minds.  Jr 
fpifcs  the  mean  thought  of  providing  f( 
happinefs  of  themfelves  alone,  and  fets  the 
promifcs  of  heaven  before  them. 


His 
omens. 


pcrfuafions,    being   feconded  by 
prevail ;  neverthelefs  they  leave  I 


f 
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Brutus  accepts  his  company,  with  great  cx- 
preffions  of  gratitude ;  and  having  left  his  co- 
lony a  form  of  pure  worftiip,  and  a  fhort  and 
fimple  body  of  laws,  orders  them  to  chufe  a 
government  for  themfelves,  and  then  fets  fail 
with  none  but  refolute  and  noble  aflbciates. 

Here  the  poet,  by  way  of  epifode,  meant  ta 
have  introduced  the  paffion  of  fome  friend,  or 
thefondnefs  of  fome  female,  who  refufed  to  ftay 
f-    behind,  and  determined  to  brave  all  hardfliips 
Arid  perils,  rather  than  quit  the  objedt  of  their 
tSeGtions. 

Providence  is  now  fuppofed  to  fend  his  fpirit 
to-  raife  the  wind,  and  direct  it  to  the  northward. 
The  veflel  at  length  touches  at  Lifbon,  or  Ulyf- 
iipont,  where  he  meets  with  the  fon  of  a  Trojan^ 
captive  of  Ulyffes.  This  gives  occafion  for  an 
epifode ;  and,  among  other  things,  fumifhes  an 
account  of  Ulyfles  fettling  there,  and  building  of 
Lifbon ;  with  a  detail  of  the  wicked  principles 
of  policy  and  fuperftition  he  had  cftablifhed^ 
and  of  his  being  at  length  driven  away  by  the 
difcontented  people  he  had  enflaved. 

Brutus  is  afterwards  driven  by  a  ftorm,  raifed 
by  an  evil  fpirit,  as  far  as  Norway.  He  prays  to 
the  Supreme  God.  His  guardian  angel  calms 
the  feas,  and  conducts  the  fleet  fafe  into  a  port ; 
but  the  evil  fpirit  excites  the  barbarian  people,  to 
attack  them  at  their  landing. 

Brutus 


tttoie  countries,  thot 
ium  ;  but  that  if  it 
^cy  ought  to  interp 
bccaufc  heaven  never 
tpod.  About  midnij 
l>7  the  Barbarians,  za 
w  of  great  life  to  dien 

Brutus  ^is  their  ch 
tbiec  nest  in  opmmanc 
and  they  fly  up  Into  til. 
loners  oflbme  of  then 
tothofe  fcas,  andenq 

agreatiflandtothefo 
they  teU  him  they  hi 
^n  piratical  voyages, 
the  natives  into  captiv 
Aefe  captives,  whom 
t*wy  defcribe  their  cour 
^afcc  to  pilot  him. 
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volcano;  that  the  cfi'efls  of  it  dreadful,  tliough 
iiauinil,  had  made  the  ignorant  fa-'-'ages  believe 
l!ie  Hland  to  be  iin  liubitation  of  riends.  That 
the  htinkaiic,  which  had  wrecked  his  boat,  vras 
a  ufiuii  ryiiiptom  preceding  an  eruption.  Thathe 
might  \\A\'C  peri  (lied  in  the  eruption,  if  God  hid 
not  icnt  him  hi$  good  angel  to  be  his  prcferver, 

He  then  directs  him  to  feek  the  fouth-weft 
parts  or  Great  Britain,  becaufe  the  norlhern 
parts  wcv^  ini'eiled  by  men  not  yet  difpofedto 
receive  religion^  arts  and  good  government ; the 
fuhduirip;  and  civilizing  of  whom  was  refervcd 
bv  prnvidcnce  for  a  fon,  that  fliould  be  born  of 
him  alter  his  conqueft  of  England, 

Brutus  promifes  to  obey;  the  angel  vamflics. 
Prutub  finds  Oronics  in  a  cave  of  the  wood;  he 
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rcfented  worfhippers  of  the  fun  and  fire,  but 
»ood  and  gentle  difpofitions,  having  no  bloody 
rifices  among  them.  Here  he  meets  the 
iiids,  at  an  altar  of  turf,  in  aa  open  place, 
.Ting  fruits  and  flowers  to  heaven. 

rhen  follows  a  pidture  of  the  haven,  which 
ucceeded  by  an  account  of  the  northern  parts, 
•pofed  to  be  infefted  by  tyrants,  of  whom  the 
tains  tell  ftrange  ftories,  reprefenting  them 
giants,  whom  he  undertakes  to  aflift  them  in 
iquering. 

\mong  thcfe  iflands,  our  poet  takes  notice  of 
:  ifland  Mona,  groaning  under  the  la(h  of 
nerftition,  being  governed  by  priefts. 

Likewife  of  another  diftraftcd  by  difmal  Anar- 
fj  the  neighbours  eating  their  captives,  and 
tying  away  virgins ;  which  affords  room  for  a 
lutiful  epifode,  defcribing  the  feelings  of  a 
lionate  lover,  who  prevailed  on  Brutus  to  fly 
the  refcue  of  a  favourite  fair-one,  whom,  by 

aid,  he  recovered  from  the  arms  of  her  bru- 

ravifher.  ' 

Our  poet  alfo  fpeaks  of  a  third  under  the  domi- 
m  of  yy  ninny  J  which  was  flronger  than  the  refl, 
1  defended  by  giants  living  in  caflles,  high 
:k8,  &c.  fome  of  thefe  giants  our  poet  names^ 
Corin^uSy  Gogmagog^  ^c.  Here  he  propoled 
moralize  the  old  fables  concerning  Brutus^ 

Brutus,  however,  is  oppofed  in  his  attempt 

the  priefls^  conjurers,  and  magicians;   and 

E  e  2  the 
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tlic  priefls  arc   fuppofed    to  have  had  feaeEtf 
which  pall  for  fupernatiiral,  fuch  as  the  ufc  (^ 
gunpowder,  Sec.    He  meets  with  many  difficul-  ] 
tics  liktnvire  from  his  own  people,  which  inter* 
rupt  his  defigtis;   particularly  from  one  of  hii   I 
kinfmcn,  whuifi }  oirng,  fierce,  and  ambitious.  He 
IS  carncft  for  cnrtqucring  all  by  force,  and  treadng 
the  pct-plc  whi J  fubniittcd  to  him  as  flaves. 

lint  Brutirs  gn^cs  it  as  his  opinion,  not  to 
conquer  and  dclh-oy  the  natives  of  the  new-dL^ 
covered  Lmd,  but  to  polifh  and  refiae  them,  by 
introducing  true  religion*  void  of  fuperftition 
and  all  falfc  notions  of  the  Deity,  which  only 
leads  to  vice  and  mifeiy,  among  people  who  are 
luicorruptcd  in  their  manners,  and  only  want 
the  introduclion  of  ufcful  arts,  under  the  fane-  | 
tion   of  a  s^ood  government,    to  ellablilh  ana 
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ftd  much  afhamed  that  Brutus,  having  left  hiin 
viftLn  to  female  blandifliments,  went  tq  war 
rithout  him» 

Brutus,  in  the  end,  fucceeded  in  his  enter* 
>rize  againfl  the  giants,  and  enchantment  van 
liflied  before  him  :  having  reduced  the  fortreffea 
rf  fuperftition,  anarchy  and  tyranny,  the  whole 
fland  fubmits  to  good  government,  and  with 
his  the  poem  was  intended  to  clofe. 

Such  are  the  outlines  of  the  plan,  which  have 
)cen  extradled  from  the  Ihcets  before  me ;  and 
hat  nothing  might  be  wanting  to  perfed  it  as 
Ji  epic  cqmpofition,  our  poet  had  prepared  hi^ 
tiachinery,  and  given  names  to  his  good  ari4 
vil  fpirits.  He  obferves,  that  both  Scrip- 
ure  and  common  opinion  agree  in  authorizing 
he  oj>eration  of  fuch  fpirits,  as  thefe  employed 
or  good  ends,  to  advance  the  worfhip  of  the 
Jeity  and  virtue ;  and  thofe  for  evil,  to  pro-? 
lote  fuperftition  and  vice :  and  he  adds,  that 
(ley  may  be  equally  admitted  under  any  difpen- 
ition,  cither  Ethic  or  Chriftian. 

Nor  has  our  poet  forgotten  the  Dramatis 
^erfofUf  of  which  fome  are  taken  notice  of  in 
iris  fketch,  particularly  that  of  Brutus^  whofe 
baradler  is  as  perfect  as  human  nature  will  ad-» 
4t.  A  mod  wife  legiflator,  an  undaunted  foldier, 
juft,  moderate,  beneficent  prince  ;  the  example 
Ud  pattern  of  kings,  and  true  heroes. 

That  of  Orontes,  a  young  man  next  in  com-i 

^nd  under  him,  of  aA  impetuous  nature,  fuch 

f  c  3  aa 


npe  ot  Helen,  in  th 
Pnim.  V»'ife,  caut 
aurhrrity  in  Brutus's 
:he  faVd;rco  in  Britain, 
dans  of  the  good  Bri. 

Hlpomcdom^  a  blood 
Tiolent  mcafures ;  killi 

Crjjvrhiis^  a  foldier 
hift,  dcftroyed  by  a  wo 

EnJcmon^  a  phyficiai 
while  vet  a  boy,  at  the 
chaon,  the  fon  of  Elcula 
in  his  irt.  and  afterwardj 
the  death  of  Machaon, 
nc^vired  all  over  Greece 
the  court  of  Orcftes,  ^ 
out  or  love  to  his  count 
charad'tcr  of  uncomrr.-^- 
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Magogs  another  Mezentius, ,  a  delpifer  of  the 
gods ;  brutal,  trufting  to  his  great  flrcngth, 
without  fear,  confcieacc,  or  prudence. 

Corineusy  valiant,  proud,  bloody;  but  fubtle, 
avaritious,  and  diflembling. 

Sagiberty  favourite  to  GofFarius,  a  gay  agree- 
able young  man;  viciofis,  fpirited  and  brave, 
fuch  as  the  Due  de  Joyeufe,  killed  in  the  wars 
againft  the  King  of  Navarre.         m 

Hanno^  a  man  of  a  fevere  republican  virtue, 
high  fpirit,  and  great  knowledge  of  men  and 
manners,  from  having  been  much  abroad  in  hi$ 
different  commands. 

Our  Author  had  actually  begun  this  poem ; 
and  part  of  the  manufcript,  in  blank  verfe^  now 
lies  before  me.  But  various  accidents  concurred, 
to  prevent  his  making  any  farther  progrefs  in 
it. 

He  had  likewife  planned  two  odes,  or  moral 
poems,  on  the  Mi/chiefs  of  arbitrary  Poiverj  and 
the  Folly  of  Ambition.  Tlie  firft  was  to  open 
with  a  view  and  defcription  of  Mount  Etna  or 
-Vefuvius,  after  a  long  intermiflion  from  erup- 
tions ;  in  which  was  given  a  pidure  of  all  rural 
felicity,  in  the  moft  enchanting  fcenes  of  vine- 
yards and  olive-yards  in  one  place,  the  produds 
of  Ceres  in  another,  and  flowery  paflures,  over- 
•fpread  with  flocks  and  herds,  in  a  third,  while 
the  (hepherds  were  indulging  themfelvcs  in  their 
rural  dances,    fongs  and  mufic ;    and  the  Kuf- 

£  e  4  bandmen 


taadmcQ  in  feats  of  aaivity.  In  the  bat 
d  thefc  amufcmcnts,  is  heard  the  rumbling  m 
she  bowds  of  tfie  mountain,  the  day  is  ovtr- 
ttft,  and  after  other  dread  ml  fymptoras  of  ap- 
proaching ddblatioa^  a  torrent  of  liquid  6re 
breiks  nut  from  the  mouth*  and  running  down 
ihc  dcdiirirT,  carries  away  every  thing  ia  its 
fed^ge;  and  I  as  Milton  fays 

**  All  the  flourilhing  works  of  Peace  deflTOf^.'* 

^fhu  cm  the  filly  ofambUmi  mid  a  ftami^  wis  to 
^/fca  inriih  the  ¥iew  of  a  large  champain  ddan 
tcitntry  ;  in  the  midft  of  which  was  a  large  hap 
rfflapclefsand  deformed  rnma,  under  the  fhadow 
llf  Hihich  was  feen  a  ihepherd^s  fhcd»  who  at 
^door  was  tending  a  few  flicj^  and  goats,   Tbc 
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iucceffions,  as  appears  from  the  lift  underneath. 

^  R  A    I. 

Rymkr,    2d  part,  pag.  65,  66,  67.    77. 
Petrarch  78.  Catal.  of  Proven- als  [Poets.] 
C  Chaucer's  Vifions,  Romaunt  of  the  Rofe. 
I.  School  of  Provence i  licrce  Plowman*  Taica  from  Boccace. 
t  Gower. 


:.  School  of  Chaucer 


fr  ydgate, 
T.  Occlcve, 
Walt,  dc  Mapes, 
Skelton. 


3.  SchoolofTetrarth 


4.  School  of  Dante 


Heath.    HaUntoi* 


Wyat, 
-ydney, 
Gafcoyn,  I  ranflatorof  Ariofto's  Con^. 
•  Viirror  of  Magiftrates, 
( Lord    Buckhurft's   Induftion,   Gorbo- 
duck, — Original  of  good  Tragedy,— 
tcneca  [his  Model] 

JE  K  A    IL 
Spencer,  Col.  Ciout,  from  the  School  of 
Arioflo  and  Petrarch,  tranflated  from  Taflo. 
r  W.  Brown's  Paftorals* 
P  cv^^i    re  Ph.  Fletcher's  Purple  Jfland,   Alabafier, 

5..Schoolof  >ncer,   I       pif^atory  Ec. 

S.  Daniel, 
I  Sir  Waiter  Raleigh, 
L Milton's  Juvenilia. 

Trannators  from  Ita-^  ?dm!"AWax, 
C  Harrington. 
'Cowley,  Davenant, 
'  Michael  Drayton, 

Sir  Thomas  Overbury, 

Randolph, 

Sir  John  Davis, 

Sir  John  Beaumont^ 

Cartwright, 

Cleveland, 

Crafhaw, 

Biihop  Corbet, 
LLord  ralkland. 

'^^^^''  }  in  Matter    -J 

I  ModcU  M 
Vofifc^  r  Waller. 


and  *< 

fVom  Italian  '^  onncts 


lian 


6.  School  of  Donne      -< 


I  T.  Carey, 
J  G.  Sandys, 

in  his  Par. 

of  Job 


I       OflB 


I 

i  Sir  John  MeaauL  1 -»-  . 
1  ho.  Bayna^       I  ^^'V'^  crt  H»iihem. 
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Having  thus  given  an  account  of  our  au- 
thor's moft  diftinguiftied  pieces,  with  fuch  ini- 
niadverfions  as  occurredi  it  remains,  according 
to  the  plan  propofcd,  to  confider  the  nature, 
force,  and  extent  c^  Mr.  Pofe*&  Genius*  ■ 

This  office,  as  has  been  obferved,  has  h^a 
tindcrlaken  in  form  by  an  ingenious  Crjtic,\vhofe 
remarks  have  frequent!/  been  taken  notice  of  in 
the  foregoing  part  of  thcfc  ihcets,  M 

His  work  not  being  yet  compleated,  he  hi 
not  hitherto  pofidvely  determined  in  what  clafe 
of  poetical  merit  Mr.  PorE  h  to  be  rankei 
'^'»t  from  fcveral  feat te red  hints,  and  morcdpc- 
^Uy  trom  his  dedication  to  Dr.  Youag*  \^nuy 
mjrc  than  conjcdure  what  rank  he  would  a0ign 
htm.  M 
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^  fenfe ;  but  what  traces  have  they  left  of  pure 
^^  poetry  ?  It  is  remarkable,  that  Dryden  fays 
^  of  Donne,  he  was  the  greateft  wit,  though 
^*  not  the  greateft  poet  of  this  nation.  FoiHe^ 
•'  nelle  and  La  Motte,  are  entitled  to  the  former 
^*  charadler ;  butivhat  can  they  urge  to  gain  the 
^  latter  ?  Which  of  thefe  charafters  is  the  moft 

*  valuable  and  ufeful,  is  entirely  out  of  the 
'*  queftion  :    all  I  plead  for,  is,  to  have  their 

*  feveral  provinces  kept  diftindt  from  each 
•*  other ;  and  to  imprefs  on  the  reader,  that  a 

*  clear  head,  and  acute  underftanding,  are  not 
'*  fufficient  alone,  to  make  a  poet;  that  the 
'*  moft  folid  obfervations  on  human  life,  ex- 
•*  prefled  with  the  utmoft  elegance  and  brevity, 
^  are  Morality,  and  not  Poetry;  that  the 
^  Epiftles  of  Boileau  in  rhyme,  are  no  more 
'*  poetical,  than  the  Characters  of  La  Bruyere  in 
"  profe  ;  and  that  it  is  a  creative  and  glowing 
"  imagination,  acer  fpiritus  ac  n/isj  and  that 
"  alone,  that  can  ftamp  a  writer  with  this  ex- 
"  alted  and  very  uncommon  charafter,  which  fo 
"  few  poiTefs,  and  of  which  fo  few  can  properly 
^  judge." 

Thefe  reflc<aions  are  fpecious,  but,  perhaps, 
on  clofe  examination,  they  will  appear  to  be  fal- 
lacious. That  the  moft  folid  obfervations  on 
human  life,  expicfFcd  with  the  utmoft  elegance 
and  brevity,  may  be  Morality  and  not  Poe- 
try, is  certain:  but  does  it  therefore  follow 
that  they  mt/Ji  be,  and  that  there  is  a  pofitive 
contradiftinaion  between  them  ?  Surely  if  fuch 
obfervations    arc    cmbcllifhcd    with    beautiful 

figures, 


^virh  them,  had  the 
i:i  coniinon  with  hiu 
ui'jn  lirni'c  have  deiii 
raclii  of  a  true  Pc 

Mr.  Voltaire,  whc 
fi'cU  acquainted  with  I 
our  critic,  fays,  fpeak 
write  elegantly  in  ve. 
fnillion,  and  that  pnl} 

It  is  not  eafy  to  cc 
Poetry  arc  thus  contrac 
impoffible,  that  the  ac 
ever  be  difplayed  on  a 
tlicy  may,  Mr.  Popi- 
cntly  evidence  ;  and  tl 
from  the  paffages  ah( 
Epiftles,  will  not  hefi 
they  abound   with  in 
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•*  It  is  amazing  this  matter  ftiould-  ever  have 

*'  been  miftaken,  when  Horace  has  taken  parti- 

**  cular  and  repeated  pains  to  fettle  and  adjull 

•*  the  opinion  in  queftion.     He  has  more  than 

"  once  difclaimed  all  right  and  title  to  the  name 

**  of  Poet,  on  the  fcore  of  his  ethic  and  Citiric 

"  pieces. 

" Neque  oiim  cojicludcre  n)erfum 

*^  Dixeris  ejfefatis'^ 

are  lines  often  repeated,  but  whofe  meaning 
is  not  extended  and  weighed  as  it  ought  to 
be. 

**    Nothing  can  be  more  judicious  than  the 
'    method  he  prefcribes,  of  trying  whether  any 

*  compofition    be   effentially  poetical  or   not; 

*  ^^vhich  is,  to  drop  entirely  the  meafures  and 
^    numbers,  and  tranfiX)fc  and  invert  the  order 

*  of  the  words  :  and  in  this  unadorned  manner 

*  to  perufe  the  paifage.  If  there  be  really  in  it 
^'  a  true  poetical  Ipirit,  all  your  inverfions  and 
"  tranfpofitions  will  not  difguife  and  cxtinguifl-k 
"  it;  but  it  will  retain  its  luflre  like  a  diamond 
^  unfet,  and  thrown  back  into  the  rubbilh  of 
**  the  mine.  I-ct  us  make  a  little  exi^erimeiit 
"  on  tlie  following  well-known  line*. 

**  Yes,  you  dcfpife  the  man  that  //  (")  wn- 
"  fined  to  ix>oks,  who  rails  at  human  kind  Irom 


.  (•)  There  arc  no.fuch  words  in  Mr.  Voff^  M  thfJ.*  dif. 

tin^uilhed  by  Italics. 


..  /^^iucnisthefatec 
«  ^  ""^^d  too  much, 
grow  more  partial 
>/Yr(),  toobfer^'a 
'nakejlefsX.^tow 


<C 


"Though  what  be  Icamsh 

*^  *•  '  •»«  J'ne  "1  the  EpiftJe 
*'  Some  gen'ral  maxims,  or 
(^)NofuchwordintheEpi 
(')  Two  words  are  omitted  h 


We 


PTntxr  M*^..^ 


Ipirit,  is  taken  fn 
on  the  Charadter; 
being  the  opening 
reafon  againft  its 
what  the  critic  wo 
it.     For  the  poetic 
to  be  expedled,  na 
confpicuous,  in  tht 
efpecially  of  a.  fam 

What  fajther  pi 
examination,  is  the 
parifon  betwcea  a  i 
and  the  two  moft  fi 
extant  in  any  lang 
Pt)PE  meant  to  hav 
would  have  been  ve; 
taied  in  this  epiftle, 
of  the  epopacia. 


Oi 
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iaUj   and  in  the  Ethic  Epiftles^   e^r.    whicli 
ranfpofe  and  invert  them  as  you  -will,  breathe' 
lOthmg  but  poetic  fire  and  fublimity4      Nay,  he 
las  paid  the  fame  inattention  to  numerous  pat* 
iges  in  thefe  very  Imitations.     It  would  feeiqt 
8  if  he  thought  that  the  true  poet,  was  to  write 
lothing  but  what  bore  the  ftamp  of  poetic  fury 
md  infpiration :  And  that  our  critic  inherited 
:he  fublime  tafte  of  Martinus  Scriblerusj  who 
:tquired  every  thing  to  be  in  the  bufldn  or  florid 
ftUe. 

So  when  the  unpoeticat  Pope  fays— • 

"  Shutyjhut  the  door^  good  John 

Martinus  the  critic,  would  have  had  him  fay-* 

**  The  wooden  guardian  of  our  privacy 
•*  Quick  on  it's  axle  turn— *^— 

Again,  when  Pope  fays— 

^  Tye  up  the  knocker 

Martin  would  wifh  the  expreffion  altered  thus— 

*•  Gag  my  loud-tongued  gate." 

To  be  more  ferious,  however^  it  may  be  ob- 
fcrved,  that  it  is  by  no  means  juft  to  try  and  de- 
termine our  poet's  merit,  by  a  fingle  inftance 
thus  pardally  felefted ;  and  oppofcd  to  fome  of 
the  moft  celebrated  poems  now  extant, 

^'         It 


done  by  Mr.  Poi 
:lincs  from  the  be 
the  cfFedsofwhat 
throwing  them  oi 
and  firft  on  the  M. 

Qsx  uti^s   ovXofu 
toxics  fivpi  uXya'"  Ave 

Sja<rr,Triv.      Tig  t  «p 

•  f^i^ti   utog  Aiog  }t,  A 

eiptre  KuK-^v  vva-ov  oivu 

Let  us  now  make 
Mantuan  Mufe. 

"  J\urcrenas  incipi 

"  aBas  fegete-s:  quo 

ram,  ct  adhi-no-pi-f 
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^^  Idia  pocula  iriventis  wuis  njeftro  munere  et  vos 
**  Fauhi  praefentia  niimina  agrejiumy  ferte^  ^*c/' 

Laftly,  let  us  fee  how  the  great  Milton  will 
fuftain  this  trial  by  inverfion. 


*'  Heavenly  mufe,  that  on  the  jfecret  top  of 
Oreb,  or  of  Sinai,  didft  infpire  that  (hepherd, 
who  firft  taught  the  chofen  feed,  how  the  heaven 
and  the  earth  in  the  beginning  rofe  out  of 

•*  chaos,  fing  of  man's  firft  difobedience,  and 
the  fruit  of  that  forbidden  tree,  whofe  mortal 
tafte  brought  all  our  woe,  and  death  into  the 

**  world,  with  lofs  of  Eden ;  till  one  greater 
man  reftore  usj  and  regain  the  blifsful  feat.'' 


Ci 


(C 


ii 


U 


We  are  fo  far,  in  any  of  the  foregoing  in-** 
ftances,  from  difcovering  the  appearance  of  any 
hero  in  his  difguife  of  rags,  that  they  rrithet* 
prefent  to  us  the  image  of  a  peafant,  ftrutting  in 
regal  purple  :  and  perhaps  it  is  not  too  much  to 
fay,  that  they  are  inferior  in  fpirit  and  dignity 
to  Mr.  Pope's*. 

Never- 


*  Too  many,  it  is  to  be  feared,  are  apt  to  fuppofe,  that 
liigh  founding  words  conftitute  the  forcd  and  fubliniity  of 
poetical  expreflion  :  and  Horace  hin>felf  does  not  feem 
exempt  from  this  kind  of  miftake. 

His  authority,  ihJeed,  has  been  fo  firmly  tftabllflled,  that 
It  may  feem  prefumption  now  to  call  it  in  queftion.  Ncver- 
ihelefs,  the  inftancc  by  which  Horace  illuftrates  his  own 
rules,  is  not,  perhaps,  the  mod  happily  chofen.  In  the 
panj^e  of  the  fatire  alluded  to,  where  he  rccQmmends  the 
r  {  1  cxpcri- 
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Neverthelefs,  this  tamenefs,  admitting  it  fucht 
ought  not  to  be  imputed  as  a  blcmilTi,  in  thefc 
admirable  poems  ;  for  the  beginning  of  a  piece 
ought  to  be  llmple  and  modeft-  No  one,  wis0 
knows  how  to  manage  a  Pegafus,  would  ever  tliiok 
of  fetting  oflffull  fpeed,  the  minute  he  mounted. 

It  would  have  been  a  fairer  exemplification,  if 
the  critic  had  feleded  other  paflage5>  in  whicht 


experimcne  of  trybg  the  fpirit  of  vcifc^   by  iavcriinj  tk 
crdcr  of  the  words,  he  faysi 

'*  Nm  uf  Jifolvm ;  p^fqmm  dtfiwdts  fitru 
**  BiUi  firratss  p0jh$  p^rtafqm  nfrigit : 
•*  Invmias  itmm  dlsjiifa  mfmhra psitat** 

Niwy  let  any  one  tranfpofe  this  pafiage  thusi 
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even  in  the  familiar  Epiftle  under  coufideration, 
iie  might  have  difcovered  the  true  fpirit  of  poe- 
try ;  and  of  which  the  moft  diftinguiihed  have 
been  fele(3;edin  the  foregoingcritical  examination. 

In  this  very  Epiftle,  for  inftance,  if  he  had 
tranicribed  from  verfe  103  to  109,  they  might 
iiave  afforded  him  an  inftance  of  animated  and 
poetical  lines ;  which,  as  has  been  obferved,  it 
is  impoffible  to  reduce  to  the  tamenefs  of  profe  by 
any  inverlion  or  tranfpofition.    Likewife,  had  He 
«ranfcribed  from  verfe  140  to  149,  they  might 
have  furniftied  him  with  a  farther  example  of 
true  poetical  fpirit,  which  no  inverfion  or  tranf- 
pofition can  difguife,  or  extinguifti.     Other  ex- 
emplifications likewife  might  have  been  found, 
in  this  Epiftle,  and  fome  of  them  have  already 
been  pointed  out. 

But  perhaps  the  critic  might  objedt  to  thefe 
examples,  as  not  being  of  that  fpecies  of  poetry 
^?^hich  he  deems  moft  excellent. 

**  The  fublime  and  the  patheticy^-  he  obferves, 
•*  are  the  two  chief  nerves  of  all  genuine  poefy. 
^*  What  is  there,"  he  continues,  "  tranfcendanjtly 
•*  fublime  or  pathetic  in  Pope  ?  In  his  worka 
**  there  is  indeed  nihil  inane j  nihil  arcejjttum^ 
•*  puro  tanienfonti  quam  magno  flutnine  proprior  ; 
**  as  the  excellent  Quintillian  remarks  of  Lycias. 
^*  And  becaufe  I  am  perhaps  unwilling  to  fpeak 
*'  out  in  plain  Englifli,  I  VNrill  adopt  the  follow- 
^*  ingpaffage  of  Voltaire,  which,  in  my  opinion, 
"**  as  exadly  charadlerizes  Pope,  as  it  does  his 
^*  fflodel  Boileau,  for  whom  it  was  originally 
F  f  3  *'  dtt\^tv^4* 
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"  defigned.     Incapable  peut£tRs  d^  st- 

*'  BLIMf  QUI  EL  EVE  L*AME  &  DL'  SEKTl-^ 
"  MENT  qui  l'aTTEMDRIT,  MAIS  FAIf 
**  POUR  ECLAIHER  C£UX  A  QUI  LA  NATURl 
*'  ACCORDA  l'oH  &  L*AUTBE,  LABORUrij 
**^  SEVERE,  PR  EC  J  S»  PUR^  H  ARMON  I  EUX,  IL 
**   DEVI  NT  EN  FIN  LE  POETE  DE  LARAISOK^" 

The  critic  had  before  prcmifed,  dial  thcfpt- 
cies  of  poetry,  in  which  Mr.  Pofe  excelled,  was 
not,  in  his  opinion,  the  nioil  cxcellcnl  one  of 
the  art :  and  here  he  poiDts  out  the  fpcck*  to 
which  only  he  feeras  to  confine  the  exccUtocfi 
he  admires. 


The  fublime  and  the  palhetie,  hare,  if  is  tru^r 
hctn  nl  lowed  a  fuperior  degree  of  excelkiM^e,  at 
being  perhaps  moft  generally  ftjuking  nnd  ^cft- J 
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tlier  the  full  power  of  the  piithos,  hx6  ever  yet 
.been  fully  explained. 

Any  fcene  or  dcfcription,  that  is  exquifiteJy 
beautiful,  is  capable  of  imprcffing  fenfations 
analogous  to  the  pathetic.  We  never  view,  or 
read  of  fuch  objedls,  without  feeliog  that  kincj 
of  total  relaxation,  that  enervate  tremulous  fen- 
.  iation,  which  we  experience  when  we  contem-?- 
plate  any  objedl  of  diftrefs  or  pity.  No  onCt 
perhaps,  of  nice  fenfibility,  can  read  that  ini- 
mitable defcription  of  Paradife,  in  Milton,  with- 
out being  difpofed  to  indulge  an  efFufion  of  tears ,: 
yet  here  every  thing  is  gay,  elegaut  and  riant : 
and  the  fame  effects,  though  not  in  the  fame 
degree,  are  found  tq  refult  from  different  ciiufes. 

Notwithftanding,  however,  that  thefc  fpecies 
of  poetry  apply  moft  forcibly  to  our  feelings,  it 
may  be  doubted,  perhaps,  whether  they  ought 
therefore  to  be  efteemcd  as  moft  excellent. 

That  art  is  moft  excellent,  which  moft  imme- 
diately tends   to  acconiplifli  the  end  propofed. 
Tiic  end  of  literary  compofi lions,  of  every  kijid, 
Ihould    be  to  cn!arc;;e   the   underftanding,    and 
mend  the  heart.     Man  is  to  be  confidered  as  a 
creature  compounded  of  reafon,  as  well  as  paf- 
fion.      Now  occafional  ftrokes  of  the  genuine 
fublime  and  pathetic,  may  fuccefsfully  produce 
thefe  effedls  ;  but  when  they  become  the  con- 
ftant   attention,  of  a  writer,    through    a  long 
labouf-ed  produftion,    the  one  generally  fwells 
into  unnatural  inflation,  and  aukward  bombaft  j 
fsriiile  the  other  degenerates  into  unmanly  foft-r 

E  f  4  W<ii» 
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nefs  and  ridiculoua  whining:  of  which,  to 
may  be  bold  to  fa/j  the  grcaitH  wxitciii  furailh 
too  frequent  inftanccs. 

The  reafon  is,  that  in  thele  kinds  of  poetry^ 
nature  is  generally  reprefcntcd  in  the  outre.  The 
imagination  loves  to  be  flattered ;  it  always 
pi<ftLU'es  to  itfelf  fomething  more  grand  and  more 
extraordinarj^,  than  it  ever  met  with  in  reality: 
and  there  is  always  fomething  in  every  fcenc, 
which  falls  fhort  of  the  pcrfe£tion  it  afpires  ta 
This  propenfity  is  favourable  to  poetical  entfeu- 
fiafm,  and  is  what  gives  fuch  a  peculiar  relili 
to  the  fublime  and  pathetic.  But  to  be  exlra- 
¥agantf  requires  lefs  ildll  than  is  ufually  ima- 
gined ;  and  to  dcfcribe  nattife  in  her  genuine 
character,  is  perhaps  the  greateft  effort  of  arU 

Tn  thr  hiftnrv  nf  liittTian    Ipiirnincir.    im^iriiiaw. 
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this  cafe,  what  fhould  be  the  mean,  is  prcpof-^p 
teroufly  made  the  end. 

The  pleafures  of  the  imagination  are  more 
obvious^  but  they  certainly  are  not  fo  refinedj 
as  thofe  of  the  underftandiing.  The  latter  are 
attended  with  fome  increafe  of  knowledge,  on 
which  the  mind  may,  from  time  to  time,  expa-?* 
tiate  by  refledtion.  The  former,  though  tranf- 
porting  for  a  time,  are  confined  in  their  effects, 
vxd  are  quickly  evanefcent.  The  pleafures  of 
imagination  feem  to  hold  a  middle  fpace  betweei^ 
the  grofs  enjoyments  of  fenfe,  and  the  more 
refined  delights  of  the  underftanding.  All  ar% 
in  fome  degree,  capable  of  enjoying  the  two 
former  ;  but  very  few  have  a  relifh  for  the  lat- 
ter :  as  very  few  are  capable  of  fuch  a  ftretch 
and  perfeverance  of  thought,  as  aloi*  can  ren- 
der them  grateful. 

It  is  owing  to  the  indulgence  of  this  exceffive 
licenfe  of  flattering  the  imagination,  that,  at 
an  advanced  age,  as  judgment  ripens,  the  greater 
part  of  poetry  becomes  infipid :  and  the  truth  of 
this  refledion  may  lead  us  to  determine  the  fpe- 
jcies  of  poetical  compofition  which  is  moft  excel- 
lent ;  which  is  certainly  that,  for  which  our  re- 
lifti  does  not  abate  with  the  growth  of  our  ex-* 
perience  and  underftanding;  that,  which  abounds 
with  fentiment,  and  conveys  ufeful  truths  with 
grace,  precifion,  and  harmony, 

In  fad,  the  true  diftinguifhing  charaderiftic  of 
foetijj  feems  to  confift  r^tberinthgftyle;  than  in 

the 
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I'aLS,  toward  th^  conclufion  of  Windfor 
eft,  to  contain  ftroKfs  01^  genuine  and  fublimc 
tn*  ?  Can  any  thing  be  more  fubliine  and 
ictic,  than  ftrvcral  paflages  in  his  Effay  on 
n  ?  as  well  as  in  ihe  fourth  book  of  the  Dun- 
l ;  not  to  mention  the  Vcrfes  to  the  Memory 
an  unfortunate  Lady,  the  Ode  to  St.  Cecilia^ 

many  other  of  his  comrofitions,  from 
:ace  fcvcral  inllances  have  been  fele<5led. 

Vs  to  the  pathetic  in  particular,  the  critic  hiin- 
is  forced  to  acknowlcd]c:e,  tliat  ''.u  Epiilie 
n  Eioijii  to  ulhjL'r^I,  with  t^^c  t^^j^y  to  /,' /  /Uc'- 
T  of  iiii  unhrtinutcLady^  are  truly  ten^'iTnnd 
:ut\: :  nncl  b.is  feelings  have,  in  many  palfa- 
,  (x*ortL\!  I'rom  him  the  moft  warm  andinvo- 
■aiy  conlliiions  of  our  poet's  excericiv:.^  both 
!i  rclp^v:':  to  fuhUiniiy  and  pathos. 

Villi    wliat   propriety  then  can  lie  r.fi^, • 

^''hat  IS  there  tranll'fjnd  -Ulv  ili!)limo  or  pa- 
lictlc  in  Vo?\:  ?"  \\\vin  he  has  himil-if,  with 
ti;:ie  a:i-i  cand  :r,  |v;inL?d  cut  ib  m:iny  in- 
ces  of  L'Oth  th-j  one  ai;d  l>e  other,  in  the 
rl'eof  his  ori'.ijifi^is  on  litilj  iiiure  than  one 
ime  of  our  pod's  works? 

'erhaps,  however,  he  will  not  allow  Pop  i- to 
:1  in  thcle  oiia^itlcs,  b-caule  he  has  only  dif- 
'cd  them  occallonally,  aiul  not  made  them 
principal  (huiy  and  a'ttcation.  ^  But  to  deter- 
e  whether  a  writer  has  a  genius  for  the  fu- 
le,  the  pathetic,  the  defcriptive,  or  any 
r  mode  of  oompcfition,  it  is  fufiicient  that 

he 
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lie  fhews  himfelf  capable  of  exerting  diofc  ti- 
rious  power  Sj  whenever  the  nature  of  the  fevcnl 
fubjefts  he  treats  of,  requires  that  he  Qxadi 
dlfplay  them*  ^fl 

Mr,  Pope  has  himfelf  given  us  the  rcifaa 
•why  he  did  not  cultivate  thofe  fi>ecies  of  poetiji 
which  chiefly  delight  the  imaginatioa.  Hc 
rather  chofe  to  mix  the  utik  duici 

**  And  ftoopM  totruthjaadmoraiii'd  kisfon^*" 

\kf  as  he  elfewhere  exprefles  it^ 


H 


-He  turn'd  the  tuneful  art 


**  From  founds  to  thingsj  from  fancy  to  tk 
*'  heart/' 


TT! 


n^^^^r^^r^   _^  j 
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which  writers  of  luxuriant  imagination  and 
fcanty  judgment,  may,  without  prejudice  to  their 
vanity^  pay  to  thofe  who  have  more  fenfe  than 
themfelves. 

But  why  fhould  the  critic  apply,  or  rather 
pervert,  Voltaire^s  fentiments,  to  exprefs  his 
judgment  of  Mr.  Pope;  which  he  modeftly 
confefles  himfelf  unwilling  to  fpeak  out  in  plain 
Englifh  ?  If  Voltaire's  authority  is  of  any 
-weight,  the  critic  need  not  be  told,  that  what- 
ever  Voltaire  might  think  of  Boileau,  he  enter- 
tained a  very  different  judgment  of  Mr.  Pope 
from  that  which  the  critic  has  paffed,  by  trans- 
ferring Voltaire's  character  of  the  former,  to  the 
latter. 

We  have  already  feen,  that  he  complimented 
Mr.  Pope  as  one  endowed  with  a  gift  given  to 
one  in  a  million,  and  that  only  to  the  true  poet. 
•*-But  this  is  not  all. — In  a  letter  from  England 
to  one  of  his  friends  at  Paris,  he  fays  farther  of 
Aim, — ^^  I  intend  to  fend  you  one  or  two  poems  of 
Mr.  Pope,  the  bed  poet  of  England,  and  at 
prefent  of  all  the  world.     I  hope  you  are  ac- 
quainted enough  with  the  Englifh  tongue,  to 
be  fenfible  of  all  the  charms  of  his  works- 
For  my  part,  I  look  upon  his  poem,  called 
the  EJ/ay  on  Criticifm,  as  fuperior  to  the  Art 
of  Poetry  of  Horace;    and   his  Rape  of  the 
l^ock  is,  in  my  opinion,   alx>vc  the  Lutrin  of 
Defpreaux.     I  never  faw  fo  amiable  an  tmagi^ 
nation,   fo  gentle  ^racesy  fo  great  variety,   fo 
much  wit,   and  fo  refined  knowledge  ot  the 

♦*  world, 


■s  ..:.^        ,      -^. 


!,  Wi'.y.. 
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*  be  remembered,"  be  adds,  **  that  he  was  not 
.  *•  the  FIRST  former  and  creator  of  thofe  beauti- 
**  ful  machines,  the  Sylphs;  on  which  his  claim 
**  to  imagination  is  chiefly  founded.  He  found 
**  them  exifting  ready  to  his  hand;  but  has,  in- 
•*  deed,  employed  them  with  Angular  judgment 
**  and  artifice.'* 

It  is  to  be  wiftied,  that  before  the  critic  had 
pafled  thefe  hafty  cenfures,  he,  who  is  (b  well 
able,  had  previoufly  defined  the  words  Inven- 
tion and  Imagination;  or,  at  leaft,  that  he 
had  premifed  what  meaning  he  intended  to  coa- 
irey  by  the  ufe  of  thofe  terms. 

Definitions,  it  is  true,  more  efpecially  of  ab- 
ftraft  terms,  are  dangerous ;  and  much  ridicule 
has  been  thrown  upon  tht  unwary  ufe  of  them* 
But  it  is  indifpenfably  necefiary,  however,  that 
(iich  as  criticize  or  difpute,  fhould  make  the 
^  world  acquainted  with  the  fenfe  they  annex  to 
the  terms  they  employ :  otherwife  they  may 
cavil  without  end,  and  only  create  confufion, 
inftead  of  begetting  conviSion. 

Now  Invention  and  Imagination  are,  at  leaft, 
in  my  apprchenfion,  terms,  though  nearly  allied, 
yet  fomewhat  difl^erent  from  each  other;  though 
they  ate  frequently  ufed  indifcriminately,  and 
confounded  even  by  our  critic  himfelf ;  as  it 
fliould  fecm  by  the  following  expreffions. 

•'  The  man  of  rhymes,"  fays  he,  ^'  may  be 
*♦  eafily  found  j  but  the  genuine  poet,  of  a  lively 

F  f  8  "  plafUc 


is  an  uncommon  prodi 
of  what?    Not  of  Be: 
make  Monfters :    thin 
in  one  cafe,  andwhi< 
We    can  only  combii 
Ideas  which  our  fenfe 
Maker  and  Creator j  in 
ikilful  Aflbciator  and 
Bedlam  has  the  advanti 

So  that  Invention^  as  a 
fition,  feems  to  be  nothir 
of  difcovering  certain  i 
objeds  ;  from  whence  \^ 
tiful  ajffociation  of  ideas : 
man  a  genius^  who  does 

Imagination^  on  the  otl 
illuftrating  and  embellift 
apt  and  ftriking  ima^ej 
off--  -^  • 


^EXANDER    POPE,   Esq.      449 

is  the  faculty  of  reprefenting  them 


pagination,  that  a  writer  derives  the 

Lufiafm,  which,  with  refpeft  to  poetry 

,   conftitutes,    among  other   qualities, 

.  e  call  Genius.     But  to  form  a  poetic  ge- 

>  requires  a  happy  concurrence  of  all  the 

er  qualities  of  the  mind.     The  invention 

Id  be  quick  and  fertile ;    the  poet  muft  be 

readily  to  perceive  the  relations  among  va- 

i  objects  which  prefent  themfelves   before 

,  and  to  combine  them,  with  fuch  curious fcli^ 

as  to  produce  a  ftriking  and  interefting  union, 
J. 

s  this  union,^however,  will  be  more  or  lefs  ob- 
5  to  others,  in  proportion  as  their  powers  of 
option  are  more  or  lefs  vigordtis  or  languid : 
rfore  the  Poet's  imagination  likewife  (hould 
vely  and  ardent.  He  muft  be  capable  of  im- 
ing  thofe  ideas  on  different  minds,  by  placc- 
them  in  various  lights,  by  the  ufe  of  choice 
ftrong  images,  and  of  figurative  illuftrations, 
:ed  with  all  the  graces  of  an  elegant,,  fplen- 
aind  harmonious  didlion. 

[is  judgment  alfo,  (hould  be  folid  and  cor- 
.  He  muft  be  capable  of  arranging  his 
ights  in  a  methodical  train  ;  of  combining 
1  only  as  have  a  natural  congruity  bctwcca 
n,  of  feparating  fuch  as  arc  dif&milar,  and  of 
lying  them  to  their  proper  purpofes,  fo  as  to 
duce  a  complete  ajid  ftriking  union. 

Gg  H 
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Thefeafe  th 
Jn  poetry,  antf , 
pcffeffcd;   thoi 
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Bnt  the  miftaken  foundation  oh  which  the 
critic  difputes,  or  at  Icaft  doubts,  the  validity 
of  our  author*s  claim,  betrays  itfelf  in  his  admit- 
ting that  Mr.  Pope  has  difplayed  more  jmagi^i^ 
nation  in  the  Rape  of  the  Lock^  than  in  all  his 
other  works  taken  together ;  with  this  abatement^ 
that, he  was  not  the  f  irst  former  and  creator  of 
ihofe  beautiful  machines,  the  Sylphs. 

If  by  this  is  meant,  that  Mr.  Pope  was  not 
the  firft  who  brought  the  Sylphs  into  poetical 
machinery^  the  obfcrvation,  were  it  true,  would 
have  weight.  But  it  Is  deftitute  of  truth :  for 
Mr.  Pope  was  unqueftionably  the  firft  who  em- 
ployed this  machinery.  He  firft  difcovered  the 
relations  between  thofe  imaginary  beings  of  air, 
and  the  light  fantaftic  objeds  he  intended  to  ridi- 
cule. He  firft  aifigned  thofe  beings  their  feveral 
chaises,  direfied  their  feveral  fundions,  denoun- 
ced their  feveral  punifhments,  and  framed  various 
new  afibciations  of  pleafing  ideas  from  this  whim- 
fical  fyftem  :  and  if  this  is  not  Invention,  it  is 
difficult  to  fay  what  is. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  only  meant  tfiat  Mr* 
Pope  was  not  the  inventor  of  the  Rofy crucian 
Jyftem  of  the  Sylphs,  this  is  true;  but  it  is  fo  for 
from  arguing  his  want  of  invention,  that,  to  have 
made  fuch  a  fyftem,  was  not  only  out  of  the 
province  of  poetical  invention,  but  had  it  been 
brought  into  it,  would  have  deftroycd  all  its  eflPeft. 

Poetical  invention  muft  have  the  popular  be- 
lief to  work  upon,  or  it  can  never  attain  its  end« 
G  g  1?  Could 
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Could  Homer  have  brought  his  gods,  or  Miltoa 
Wt  devils,  iniQ  poetical  machioeiy,  had  they  beca 
the  inventors  of  either  fyftem  ?  No :  They  took 
them  as  they  found  them,  ready  framed  for  their 
ptirpofe,  by  having  become  the  objects  of  popular 
belief 

It  IS  faid,  indeedi  that  there  hare  beexi  criticsi 
in  former  as  well  as  later  times,  weak  enough  to 
fuppofe,  that  Homer  Iiimfelf  was  the  firft  invech 
tor  of  his  gods  and  goddclfei.  But  furely  what 
made  him  the  admiration  of  the  Greeks  of  his 
oim  and  after  times,  was  his  giving  them  bad, 
oaQTeyed  in  the  moft  Jplendid  Hghti  the  image  of 
ibeir  own  minds* 

But  he  who  at  prefent  ufes  the  pagaa  myth% 
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arrows ;  but  if  a  modern  were  to  draw  fuch  a  pic- 
ture, wefhould  throw  it  afide  with  difguft,  anddef- 
pife  him  as  the  pitiful  copift  of  an  exploded  fyftem. 

What  a  Phenomenon  of  a  poet  then  muft  he 
be9  who,  to  affed  the  name  of  an  Inventor,  firft 
Gonceiyes  a  fyftem  of  faith  for  the  people,  and 
then,  without  waiting  till  it  be  received,  founds 
all  his  probable  adventures  upon  it !  The  reader 
not  being  previoufly  acquainted  with  the  fyftem, 
or  with  the  nature  of  the  Beings  it  comprizes, 
would  be  at  a  lofs  to  conceive  why  fuch  and  fuch 
particular  attributes  and  fundions  are  afligned 
to  each ;  and  fuch  an  attempt  would  rather  fhock) 
than  delight  the  imagination. 

Homer,  the  great  Inventor,  ^id  far  otherwife ; 
he  took  the  popular  religion  as  he  found  it,  and 
employed  the  traditional  tales,  of  which  it  was  full, 
to  convey  to  his  readers,  in  all  the  majefty  of  num- 
bers, and  fplendour  of  painting,  the  trueft  philo- 
fophy  of  the  human  paffions  and  afFeftions,  This 
was  thatMiVGicoF  Invention,  which  has  fo 
fafcinated  every  age,  from  his  own  to  the  prefent* 

Even  the  wild  Ariojio  was  not  fo  far  gone,  as 
to  have  recourfe  to  the  moon  for  Invention; 
though  he  fent  oile  of  his  heroes,  and  might  have 
ient  many  of  his  critics,  thither  for  the  recovery 
of  their  wits.  He  was  not  the  firft  Dodlor  who 
advifed  this  remedy.  As  grotefque  a  pidlure  as 
he  gives  us  of  humanity,  it  was  a  true  one  of  the 
times  he  lived  in;  which  were  extravagantly  de- 
praved, by  the  romances  of  chivalry,  and  the  le- 
gendary tales  of  the  faints. 
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But  to  fliew  the  falfc  ground  on  which  Mr. 
Pope's  title  to  mvention  is  brought  into  qucflioai 
let  us  fuppofc  a  critic  on  Newton  fhould  fay  — 
^*  He  had  not  much  phyjical  Invention*  His 
**  merit  of  that  kind  muft  reft  on  the  r^f' 
"  Telefcope.  Here  he  has  fhown  more  invt. .:..,, 
*'  than  in  any  of  his  works  j  and  yet^  even  here 
"  wc  muft  remember,  that  he  was  not  tlie  iirft 
*^  former  of  Steel  and  GfafiJ^ 

Though  this  maybe  thought  too  extraTaganrt 
to  be  faid  ferioufly;  yet  it  is  much  Icfs  fo,  than 
the  above  objedion  to  Pope's  claim  of  inventioii* 
Had  Newton  firft  dilcovcred  the  ufe  ofyif^/aiid 
glqfs,  it  had  not  fpniled  his  optical  Invenim^ 
and  had  greatly  benefited  mankind ;  but  had 
Pope  been  the  inventor  of  theSylphiaD  Syftem* 
he  had  been  difabled  from  making  any  pocticd 
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In  the  eftimation  of  fuch,  one  would  imagine 
that  Ovid  muft  be  the  prince  of  poets,  as  he  is 
continually  entertaining  our  imagination  with 
ih^fpeciofa  miracula^  and  is  conftantly  teeming 
with  a  fucceflion  of  monfters  ♦. 

But  they  do  not  confider  that  the  mind  which 
firft  created  thefe  imaginary  exiftencies,  did  not 
difplay  greater,  nor  yet  fo  great  power  of  inven- 
tion, as  he  who  grft  introduced  them  into  poe-^ 
tical  machinery* 

The  firft  formation  of  them,  was  effefted  by 
the  combination  of  a  very  few  fimple  ideas.  But 
to  bring  them  into  adiion,  to  prefcribe  their  vari- 
ous provinces,  todiredk  their  feveral  operations, 
and  to  deduce  the  moral  r^fulting  from  their 


*  The  right  reverend  and  learned  author  ot  che  Divine  Le* 
gation  ofMofes,  has(hown»  neverthclefs,  that  even  Ovid  hcr^ 
wat  no  fnventor,  but  indebted  for  his  fables  to  the  preceding 
Greek  writers,  who  took  tbem  from  the  popular  tales.  The 
MBTAMORPHosiSy  his  Lordflilp  ol>ferves  with  his  ufual  acu* 
men,  arofe  from  the  doctrine  of  the  Metempsychosis  \  and 
was,  indeed,  a  mode  of  it,  and,  of  ccurfe,  a  very  confiderable 
part  of  the  Pagan  theology  :  fo  that  we  are  not  to  wonder  if 
feveral  grave  writers  made  coUedtions  of  them,  fuch  as  iVi- 
candir^  Boms^  CaUiflhenes^  Dorethius^  Tieodorus^  Parthmfus^ 
and  Adrian  the  fophift.  Of  what  kind  thcfe  colleSions  were,. 
we  may  fee  by  that  of  Antonius  Liberalise  who  tranfcribed 
from  them  :  thence,  too,  Ovid  gathered  his  materials)  and 
formed  them  into  a  poem,  on  the  moft  fublime  and  regular 
plan,  A  POPULAR  History  of  Providence  j  carried  oown 
in  as  methodical  a  manner,  as  the  graces  of  poetry  would 
allow,  from  the  creation  to  his  own  times,  through  the 
Egyptian,  Phenician,  Greek,  and  Roman  hiftories: 
And  this  the  elegant  Patirculus  feems  to  intimate,  in  the 
character  he  gives  of  the  poet  and  his  works, 

G  g  4  refpedivc 
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But,  however  it  may  fhock  our  entices  notion 
of  poetical  genius,  I  am  inclined  to  confider  the 
^/Pyf  QP  Many  as  a  mafter-piece  of  poetry.  This 
'|iiay;be  efteemed  the  moft  excellent  fpecies  of 
coippofitioo ;  and,  though  it  inculcates  the  moft 
in^fortant  trvtbsy  it  feems  to  have  as  powerful  a 
daim  to  invention  and  imagination,  as  the  beft 

It  f  equired  the  utmoft  degree  of  poetical  ikill, 
tQ  give  fpirit,  grace  and  variety  to  fevere  method, 
abftrad  reafoning,  and  logical  argument :  and  yet, 
with  what  beauty  and  elegance  are  the  dry  pre- 
cepts pf  philofophy  illuftrated  and  embelli(hed  ? 

It  would  be  very  extn^ordinary  to  contend,  that 
Siiff^ra/ fentiiQent,  conveyed  in  poetical  language^ 
and  harmonious  numbers,  was  pot  poetry. 

It  is  perhaps  one  of  the  ftrongeft  proofs  of  the 
excellence  of  this  piece,  that  no  work  was  ever 
more  frequently  quoted  by  readers  of  every  clafs. 
There  is  fcarce  a  line  which  has  not  been  com- 
mitted to  the  memory,  both  of  the  learned  and 
unlearned.  Many  have  no  other  fyftem  of  mo- 
rality, than  what  they  have  collected  from  this 
excellent  piece  :  and  though  few  are  capable  of 
thinking  for  themfelves,  yet  all  can  readily  re- 
peat the  admirable  fentiments  and  precepts  with 
which  this  poem  abounds* 

If  we  would  know  why  this  piece  never  fails 
fof  charm  the  reader  to  a  decree  of  fafcination, 

the 
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irr,  force  and  txUnt  of  his  genius.  The 
ire  of  a  writer's  genius,  is  to  be  coUeded 
1  his  earlieft  efForts;  and  that  of  Mr.  Pope 
•ars  to  have  been  of  the  moral  and  contem- 
ive  caft;  as  we  may  conclude  from  his  Ode  to 
'ude^  the  firft  produdion  of  his  chxldl)iood. 

b  writer  was  ever  more  eminently  qualified 
ccel  in  this  fpecies  of  compolition*  His  cor- 
and  accurate  judgment  enabled  him  to  apply 
choice  and  various  talents  he  poflcfled  to  the 

advantage.  The  fertility  of  his  inventioa 
;r  rendered  his  ideas  crowded  and  confufed : 

are  always  clear,  diflind:,  precife,  pointed 
pertinent :  the  vigour  and  vivacity  of  his 
gination,  never  degenerated  into  wanton  lux- 
nee.  His  images  are  lively,  bold,  and  ardent ; 
appofite,  elegant,  and  chafte.  We  feldom 
t  with  a  falfe  mixture  of  metaphors ;  his  fi- 
rs are  beautifully  congruous  and  exadt.  The 
iance  of  his  fancy  likewife,  was  happily  at- 
^ered,  and  never  dazzled  with  the  falfe  luftre 
audy  conceit,  and  fanuftic  witticifm. 

I  (hort,  he  held  all  the  faculties  of  his  mind 
ich  due  fubordination,  that  many,  perhaps, 
:  been  haftily  led  tp  fuppofe  his  creative 
ers  (fmce  fuch  they  are  to  be  called)  deficient, 
ufe  they  are  fo  caftigated  by  his  judgment, 
they  were  not  fo  obvioufly  predominant  in 
,  as  in  fome  other  great  writers,  who  have 
[ionally  given  way  to  the  irregular /allies  of 
^nation,  and  the  ivild flights  of  fancy.  The 
idid  marks  of  genius,  which  incline  us  to 

excufe 


ffngtiTar  coWc^d 

above  all  others.    I 

iays,  becaufe  it  w  n 

as  to  write :  and  vi 

modeftT^fatdo^ 

propriety  tefai(ffl 

*'  he  had  done 

**  patience  of  i}^, 

"  ordinary  iagn 

**  above  other 

Our  author 
delight  u(t  afir 
^e  remarked, 
of  antiquity; 
v/ier,  and  v 
compofcd  a 
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[UnnCt  coUeded  from  the  writings  of.Gracvius: 
9?hich  treatife  is  faid  to  be  now  in  Lord  Oxford's 
ibrary  *• 

Such  was  his  vigour  and  perfeverance  of  mind, 
diat  the  exerdfe  of  thinking  was  never  a  painful 
taik  to  him :  on  the  cqntrary,  he  complained  in 
his  laft  iUnefst  that  **  the  thing  he  fufFered  mod: 
"  by^  was  that  he  could  not  think  f." 

As  to  xht  force  of  his  genius,  it  feems  to  have 
been  jequal  to  the  corre^nefs  of  his  judgment; 
or  he  could  never,  under  the  age  of  twenty, 
have  produced  fo  mafterly  a  performance  as  the 
Effay  an  Criticifm ;  in  which  he  has  fhown  fuch 
uncommon  acutenefs  and  penetration ;  in  which 
he  has  analyfed  the  Acuities  of  the  human  mind, 
afligned  the  proper  province  to  each  ;  given  the 
mod  juft  and  perfpicuous  rules  for  their  various 
exertions ;  and  conveyed  the  whole  with  the  ut- 
mod  ftrength  and  energy. 

•  In  truth,  Mr.  Pope  was  both  an  antiquarian  and  an 
architefl,  and  neither  in  an  inferior  degree.  There  are,  as 
has  been  obferved  above,  feme  traits  of  the  firft  kind  in  the 
Harleian  Library  i  and  no  bad  fpecimen  of  his  (kill  in  the  lat- 
ter  fcience,  may  be  found  among  his  friends. 

t  Our  Author  and  Dean  Swift,  being  in  the  country  to- 
gether,  bad  occafion  to  obferve,  that  if  men  of  contem- 
plative turns,  were  to  take  notice  of  the  thoughts  which 
Suddenly  prefent  themfelves  to  their  minds,  as  they  were 
walking  in  the  fieldi,  &c.  they  might  find  many,  perhaps, 
l|  well  worth  preferving,  as  tome  of  their  more  deliberate 
lefleAions*  They  accordingly  agreed  to  write  down  fuch 
involuntary  thoughts  as  occurred,  during  their  ftay  there* 
and  thefe  furniihed  out  the  maxims  in  Pope's  and  Swift's 
MHcellanies. 

But 


played  the  fecrct  wo: 
fionS)  have  uQravella 
coaciled  the  feeming 
eonduA.    Infhort^he 
aiiibje&  feemingly  fo 
emhelKftiincntSt  an4 
gance  with  weight  am 
have  thus  fmoothed  tl 
l]t7»  noFt  ia  a  fieril  dr 
all  the  flowery  graces 
Ituniriant  fcene,  by  w 
to  fellow  him  with  del 
maze  of  a  philofophic 
beea  as  ftrong»  as  his  j 

With  regard  to  thi 
was  lb  wide  and  van 
not  be  too  much  to  ia] 
Ipedes  of  compc^tiim. 
iStkC  bold  didadic  ban 
OiridMv.  direQa  our 
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Rape  of  the  Lockj  finolics  in  the  Dunciady  and 
Beantons  in  the  Wife  of  Bathy  and  other  loofcr 
[neces,  we  can  fcarce  believe  that  the  fame  au-* 
dior  can  be  mailer  of  fuch  various  excellencies. 
\fhBX^intilian  faid  of  Homer  may  be  juftly  ap- 
plied to  our  Author.  Hunc  nemo  in  magmsfuh^ 
Imitate^  in  paruis  proprietate  fuperaverit.  Idem 
Utus  ac  prejfus^  jucundus  et  gravis^  turn  copia^ 
twn  brcoitate  mirabilis.  ^iid?  in  verbisyfenten^ 
tiisj  figurisy  difpofitione  totius  operisj  nonne  hu^ 
mani  ingenii  modum  excedit.  In  fhort,  wre  may 
lafely  fubfcribe  to  Bolingbrokc^s  opinioq,  who 
pronounced  our  author^s  talents  to  be  Univerfal: 
ind  Wc  truft  that  our  Critic^s  eftimate  will  never 
be  admitted  as  the  juft  meafure  of  Mr.  Pope's 
poetical  merit. 

That  a  faMe  taftc  fhould  occafion  very  errone- 
cms  judgments  is  nothing  ftrange :  In  the  reign 
trff  Charles  11.  Settle  was  for  fome  time  a  formi- 
dable rival  to  Dryden^  nay,  by  fome,  thought 
the  better  poet. 

Wliere  there  is  no  true  tafte  to  diredl,  the  bad 
Las  a  fair  chance  to  be  mi  (taken  for,  and  fo  pre- 
ferred to,  the  good.  But  one  would  hardly  thinks 
dut,  where  true  ufte  has  dircdcd  to  the  good> 
k  fhould  ever  fo  far  blunder  as  to  miflake  the 
good  for  better^  in  the  fame  fpecies  of  compoli- 
tion*  Yet  ^uintilian  tells  us  that  has  happened. 
Even  when  arts  were  at  their  height  in  Athens^ 
there  were  critics  who  preferred  Philemon  to  Me^ 
nander.    HabeM  tamen  a  In  qiioque  comi^i  et  pre^ 

cipue 
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"  I  will  put,"  fays  he,  *•  the  book  to  the 
**  prefs  in  three  weeks  time,  and  determine  to 
••  leave  out  every  fyllable,  to  the  heft  of  my 
••  judgment,  that  can  give  the  leaft  ill  example 
••  to  an  age  too  apt  to  take  it,  or  the  leaft  offence 
•*  to  any  good  or  ferious  man.  This  being  the 
fole  point  for  which  I  have  any  fort  of  defire 
to  publifh  the  Letters  at  all,  is,  I  am  per- 
*•  fuaded,  the  chief  point  which  makes  you,  in 
**  friendfhip  to  my  character,  fo  zealous  about 
**  them  :  and  therefore  how  fmall  foever  be  the 
"  number  fo  printed,  provided  I  do  not  lofe  too 
••  much  (for  a  man  of  more  prudence  than  for- 
^  tune)  I  conclude  that  ivork  will  be  done,  and 
••  that  end  anfwered,  were  there  but  one  or  two 
•*  hundred  books  in  all." 

From  the  preface  to  this  edition,  we  learn 
more  particularly  thccaufc  and  neceiruyof  tluir 
being  publifhed  at  this  time. — He  had,  it  fccnis, 
bccndifagreeably  ufcd,  by  the  publication  of  forne 
letters,  written  in  his  youth,  wliich  fell  into  the 
hands  of  a  Lady*,  who  printed  them  in  i  7^7, 
without  his,  or  his  correfpondcnt*s  confcni. 
This  treatment,  and  the  apprehenfion  of  more 
of  the  fame  kind,  induced  him  to  recall  as  many 
as  he  could,  from  thofe  who  he  imagined  h«J 


•  This  Lady  was  the  favourite  of  Mr.  Cromwell,  who 
correrponded  with  Mr.  Pope,  and  trailed  the  fair  object  of 
hit  fondnefs  with  the  letters  which  pafled  between  thc-r.. 
She  be ine  afterwards  unfortunately  prelTcrd  by  nccelilcy,  dij 
not  fcruple  to  commit  thcfe  lettcis,  with  thofc  uf  other  cor- 
icfpondcnti,  to  the  prcfsi. 


H  h  pre- 
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Several  had  been  printed  in  his  name,  which 
had  been  wrote  an  age  ago  by  Voiture^  others 
likewife  which  were  never  penned  by  him,  and 
finne  addreifed  to  perfons  to  whom  they  were 
never  written :  counterfeited  as  from  Bifhop  At- 
tcrbury  to  him,  which  neither  that  Bifliop  nor 
he  ever  faw ;  and  advertifcd  even  after  that  pe- 
riod when  it  was  made  felony  to  correfpond 
with  the  Bifhop. 

Among  other  mortifications  of  this  kind,  none 
leems  to  have  afFedked  him  more  than  the  publi- 
cation of  his  letters  to  Dean  Swift,  which  were 
publiflied  without  his  confcnt ;  and  what  is  more 
ftrange,  with  the  Dean's  concurrence  and  appro- 
bation. Mr.  Pope's  chagrin  at  this  unaccount- 
able proceeding,  is  very  feelingly  exprefled  in  a 
letter  to  Mr.  Allen. 

**  My  vexation  about  Dean  Swift's  proceed- 
ing has  fretted  and  employed  me  a  great  deal, 
in  writing  to  Ireland,  and  trying  all  the  means 
pofiible  to  retard  it ;  for  it  is  put  pad  prevent- 
ing, by  his  having  (without  afking  my  confcnt, 
or  fo  much  as  letting  me  fee  the  book)  printed 

moft  of  it. They  at  laft  promife  me  to  fend 

me  the  copy,  and  that  I  may  correal  and  ex- 
**  punge  what  I  will.  This  laft  would  be  of 
**  fomc  ufe ;  but  I  dare  not  even  do  this,  for 
*  they  would  lay  I  rruifed  it.  And  the  book- 
fdler  writes,  that  he  has  been  at  great  charge, 
&c.  However,  the  Dean,  upon  all  I  have  faid 
and  written  about  it,  has  ordered  him  to  fub- 
mit  to  any  cxpunftions  I  infift  upon  ;  this  is 
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"  ftrument  himfelf  for  their  private  profit; 
*'  whereas,  I  believe,  before,  they  only  intended 
'*  to  do  this  after  his  death  */* 

It  appears  that  he  afterwards  received  the  ori- 
ginals! for  in  a  letter  addreffed  to  the  fame 
^entleman»  a  few  months  afterwards,  he  adds, 

'>7  way  of  poftfcript **  It  will  pleafe  you  to 

**  know  that  I  have  received  the  packet  of  letters 
"  from  Ireland  fafe,  by  the  means  of  Lord 
"  Orrery." 

Such  ill  treatment  made  him  extremely  cau- 
tkms  in  his  correfpondences  ;  and  in  his  letters. 
to  his  intimates,  he  often  laments  the  reftraint^ 
It  puts  him  under,     Addrefling  himfelf  to  Mr. 
Bethel,  he  fays- 

^*  I  know  you  are  one  of  thofe  that  will  burn 

*  every  fcrap  I  write  to  you  at  my  defire,  or  I 

*  really  fhould  be  precluded  from  performing 
•■the  mod  common  offices  of  friendftiip,    or 

*  even  writing  that  I  efteem  and  love  any  man." 

zuhi  a  letter  likewife  to  Mr.  Allen,  after  fpeak- 
llg  of  his  intention  to  put  himfelf  to  fome  in- 
OQvenience  for  the  fake  of  ferving  a  friend,  he 
ileaiantly  adds— 

,.  •^  Thefe  letters  will  never  come  into  our  col- 
^-,lfi&ion«  therefore  let  us  commend  ourfelves 

•  He  likewife  complains  of  this  indifcretion  in  his  old 
9md,  in  a  letter  addrefled  to  Mr.  Warburton,  which  is 
rfnced  in  vol.  ix.  p.  337. 

H  h  3  "  honeftly. 


and  his  enemies, 

Many  of  thefe 
the  moft  trying  o( 
nefs  of  friendfhip 
real  fentiments  we 
the  heart,  and  fr 
out  the  lead  thou^ 
be  witnefs  to  then 
defign  to  draw  his  » 
done  it  fo  truly ;  fc 
to  himfelf  or  anot 
features  more  com 
in  thefe  letters,     B 
painter's,    be  more 
iketch,  thaninafii 
lefTncfs  will  make 
fuch  counterfeits, 
imputed  to  him,  ei 
malicious  defign. 
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hb  works ;  and  to  this  end,  in  the  year  1743, 
the  intire  Poem  of  the  Dunciad  *,  made  its 
appearance  by  way  of  fpecimen.  Our  author 
made  fome  progrefs  in  this  defign,  but  did  not 
Hvc  to  complete  it.  He  had,  for  the  greater 
parted  his  life,  been  fubjedt  to  an  habitual 
beadach ;  and  to  this  complaint,  which  he  in- 
herited from  his  mother,  was  added  a  dropfy  in 
his  bread,  under  which  he  laboured  in  the  latter 
part  of  his  days,  and  at  length  expired  30th 
May,  1 744,  about  eleven  o'clock  at  night. 

Juft  before  his  death,  he  fell  into  continual 
flumberings,  and  yielded  his  breath  fo  impercep- 
tibly, that  the  people  who  moft  conftantly  at* 
tended  him,  could  not  tell  when  he  expired. 

His  body,  purfuant  to  his  own  requeft,  was 
depofited  in  the  fame  vault  with  thofe  of  his 
parents,  to  whofe  memory  he  had  eredted  a 
monument  with  the  following  infcription  written 
by  himfelf. 

D.    O.    M. 
Albxander  Pope,  viro  innocuo,  Probro,  Pio, 
Qui  vixit  Annos  lxxv.  ob.  mdccxvii 
ET  Edithje  conjugi  inculpabili, 

Fl£NTISSIMi£,    QUI    vixit    AnNOS 

xciii.  ob.  mcdcxxxiii 

Parentibus  bene  merentibus  Filius  fecit 

Et  sibk  Obiit  An.  1744,  -SJtatis,  56. 


*  The  Fourth  book  was  firft  printed  feparatclv  in  the  year 
1742. 

H  h  4  The 
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•*  fo  far)  one  friend  more  abroad :  In  either  of 
•*  your  houfes  if  I  drop,  I  drop  contented; 
•*  otherwife  Twickenham  will  fee  the  laft  of 


«  me." 

In  a  letter  to  Mr.  Bethel,  he  likewife  exprelTes 
himfelf  on  the  fame  fubjedt  with  a  certain  de- 
gree of  unconcern  and  even  pleafantry. 

••  I  am  tied  down,"  fays  he,  "  from  any  diftant 
^'  flights ;  a  horfe  hereabouts  mud  needs  be  like 
"  a  carrier's  horfe,  always  in  a  road,  for  my  life 
**  (as  you  know)  is  perpetually  carrying  me  be- 
•*  tween  this  place  and  London  :  to  this  narrow 
"  horizon  my  courfe  is  confined ;  and  I  fancy  it 
**  will  end  hct'e ;  and  I  fhall  foon  take  up  my 
"  inn,  at  Twickenham  church  or  at  Weftminfter, 
"  as  it  happens  to  be  my  laft  ftage." 

Again,  addrefling  himfelf  to  the  fame  per- 
fon,  he  draws  a  moft  plealing  pidiure  of  the 
decline  of  life. 

"  I  would  be  very  glad,"  fays  he,  **  methinks, 
**  if  after  a  friendfhip  of  fo  many  years,  in  the 
"  whole  courfe  of  which  no  one  miftake,  no 
one  paffion,  no  one  intereft  has  arifen,  to  in- 
terrupt our  conftant,  eafy  and  open  com- 
merce, if  it  were  yet  refervcd  for  us  to  pafs 
a  year  or  two  together  in  a  gentle  walk  down 
the  hill,  before  we  lie  down  to  reft :  the  even- 
ing of  our  days  is  generally  the  calmeft,  and 
the  moft  enjoyable  of  them." 
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Not  long  before  his  death,  having  fent  out 
fcvcral  of  his  Ethic  Epiftles  as  prefents  to  his 
friends,  he  pleafantly  faid — *'  I  am  like  Socra- 
^  tes,  diftributing  my  morality  among  my^ 
**  friends,  juft  as  I  am  dying/* 

He  preferved  the  fame  temper  to  the  laft. 

Onthe  morning  of  his  death,  the  phyfician  who 
attended  him,  obferved  that  his  pulfe  was  very 
good,  and  took  notice  of  other  favourable  cir- 
cumftances.  To  which  our  author  anfwercd 
with  great  calmnefs,  and  in  a  feeming  vein  of 
raillery,  "  Here  am  I  dying  of  a  hundred  good 
••  fymptoms." 

Having  attended  our  amiable  author  to  his 
lateft  moments,  it  remains  to  clofe  this  hiftory 
with  a  delineation  of  his  moral  CharaHer.  But 
firft  it  may  not  be  improper  to  gratify  the  rea- 
der's curiofity  with  fome  fiirther  particulars  re- 
fpcfting  his  perfofty  temper^  manners^  and  other 
Ihinuter  circumftances. 

As  to  his  peribn,  it  is  well  known  that  he  was 
low  in  (lature ;  and  of  a  diminutive  and  mifhapen 
figure,  which  no  one  ridiculed  more  pleafantly 
than  himfelf.  Neverthclefs,  his  countenance 
refleded  the  image  of  his  mind.  His  eye  in 
particular  was  remarkably  fine,  fharp  and  pierc- 
ing :  there  was  fomething  in  fliort  in  the  air  of 
his  countenance  altogether,  which  feemcd  to 
befpeak  ftrong  fcnfe  and  acute  penetration,  tem- 
pered with  benevolence  and  politenefs.  This 
prepofleifion  in  his  favour  grew  ftronger  when 

he 
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But,  in  truth,  notwithftanding  his  own  mo- 
deft  eftimate  of  his  merit  in  this  art,  he  had 
made  a  confiderable  progrefs  in  the  execution, 
as  may  be  feen  by  a  pidture  of  Betterton  of  his 
painting,  now  in  the  pofieffion  of  Lord  Mansfield. 

With  regard  to  the  theory  of  the  art,  and 
his  cxquifite  difcernment  of  hands,  when  the 
moft  (kilful  have  been  at  a  lofs;  he  ufed  to 
fay,  that  it  was  the  only  fpecies  oP  criticifm 
which  he  underftood  perfedlly.  This  enabled 
him  to  obferve  one  great  defeat,   in  what  he 


*•  were  till  now  imperceptible  to  me.  Every  corner  of  an 
'^  eye,  or  turn  of  a  nofe  or  ear,  the  fmalleft  degree  of  li^ht 
*'  or  diade  on  a  cheek,  or  in  a  dimple,  have  charms  to  dif- 
*'  VzSt  me.  I  no  longer  look  upon  Lord  PlauJibU  as  ridicu- 
*'  lous,  foradmirin?  a  Lady's  fine  tip  of  an  ear  and  pretty 
<^  elbow,  (as  the  Plain  Dealer  has  it)  but  am  in  fome  dan* 
«*  ger  even  from  the  ugly  and  difagreeable,  fince  they  may 
"  have  their  retired  beauties  in  one  trait  or  other  about  thenu 
*•  You  may  guefs  in  how  uneafy  a  ftate  I  am,  when  every 
**  day  the  performances  of  others  appear  more  beautiful  and 
**  excellent,  and  my  own  more  defpicable.  I  have  thrown 
*«  away  three  Dr.  Swifts,  each  of  which  Vas  once  my  va- 
•*  nity  ;  two  Lady  Brid^waters^  a  Duchefs  of  Montague^  bc- 
**  fides  half  a  dozen  Earls,  and  one  Knight  of  the  Garter. 
*«  I  have  crucified  Chrift  over  again  in  effigy,  and  made  a 
*<  Madona  as  old  as  her  mother  St.  Anne.  Nay,  what  is 
**  yec  more  miraculous,  I  have  rivalled  St.  Luke  himfcif  in 
*<  painting  ;  and  as  it  is  faid,  an  angel  came  and  iiniflied 
**  his  piece,  fo,  you  would  fwear,  a  devil  put  the  laft  hand 
«••  to  mine,  'tis  fo  begrim'd  and  fmutted.  However,  I  com- 
**  fort  myfelf  with  a  Chiiftlan  reflexion,  that  I  have  not 
*<  broken  the  commandment ;  for  my  pictures  are  not  the 
*<  likenefs  of  any  thing  in  heaven  above,  or  in  the  earth 
•*  below,  or  in  the  water  under  the  earth.  Neither  will 
'  **  my  body  adore  or  worfhip  them,  except  the  Indians 
*•  (hould  hive  a  fight  of  them ;  who,  they  tell  us,  worship 
^  certain  idoli  purely  for  their  uglincfs/* 

cflecmed 
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cfleemetl  the  fineft  by  far  of  Mr.  Addifon's  poems, 
the  Letter  from  Jtaly  to  Lord  Hallifax,  which  was» 
that  whenever  the  fine  arts  of  pain  ting,  ftatuaiy 
and  architecture  are  the  fiibjeil,  they  are  all 
treated  with  ilich  general  enGomiums,  as  fhew  the 
poet  iindcrllood  none  of  them. 

On  the  contraryj  we  may  obfcrve,  that  where 
fuch  things  occur  in  Mr,  Pope's  poems,  they  ait 
totichcd  upon  with  fuch  peculiarity  and  preciiionj 
as  flicw  the  writer  was  a  mailer  of  the  fubjeCt. 

Among  his  principal  recreations,  w^e  may 
likcwife  account  the  delight  be  took  in  fricndiy 
intercourfe  and  focial  fefti^ty*  He  had  an  ex- 
quiiite  rcUfh  for  fociety,  and  was  himfelf  a  moft 
entertaining  and  elegant  companion.  His  con- 
verfation   was  polite  and  chearful ;  but  fo  eafy 
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Our  author,  however,  was  not  formed  for  a 
public  fpeaker.  He  has  himfelf  confefled,  that 
lie  could  never  fpeak  in  public.  **  I  don't  be^ 
**  lievc,"  he  was  wont  to  fay,  *'  if  it  was  a  fet 
**  thing,  that  I  could  relate  any  ftory  to  twelve 
•*  friends  together ;  though  I  could  tell  it  with 
"  a  great  deal  of  pleafure  to  any  three  of' 
**  them,"  "  When  I  was  to  appear,''  faid  he, 
•*  for  the  Biftiop  of  Rochefter  f,  though  I  had 
**  but  ten  words  to  fay,  on  a  plain  eafy  pcnnt,  I 
**  made  two  blunders  in  them." 

From  this  frank  confeffion,  it  appears,  that 
our  author  wanted  that  confidence,  in  which 
men  qf  too  exquifite  fenfibility  are  often  defi* 
cient.  The  apprehenfions  which  arife  from 
the  levities,  the  indecorums,  nay,  from  the  in- 
attention of  a  public  audience,  would  be  (uSit 
dent  to  difconcert  one  of  Mr.  Pope's  nice  feel- 
ings :  though,  among  a  chofen  fet,  he  appeared 
equal  to  any  effort  of  eloquence ;  beiijg  entirely 
difengaged^and  free  from  that  aukward  bafhful- 
nefs,  which  the  French  properly  call  Mauvai/i 
Honte. 

He  was  indeed  pe^feftly  open,  unafFefted  and 
affable  in  his  manners.  He  never  debafed  him- 
felf by  an  unbecoming  levity,  or  fervile  accom- 
modation :  nor  did  he  offend  others,  by  an  over- 
weening arrogance  and  pertinacity. 


t  See  a  letter  from  the  Bifbop,  then  in  the  Tower,  tp 
Mr.  Pope,  vol.  viii,  p.  126. 

4  •  He 
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He  did  Bot  betray  any  thing  in  his  GonfctCi- 
6oci  or  bchaTkwir,  which  might  afFbrd  any  rca* 
fooabk  gn^und  m  tut  him  with  vanit)%  He  was 
§y  fenlihlc  of  the  ibOy  of  human  vafiity,  that 
in  hk  kft  illndsi  hcoUerved  loa  familiar  tViciidf 
tfiat  one  of  the  things  he  had  always  mol!  won- 
dered at,  was,  that  there  Ihould  be  any  fucli 
thing  as  human  vanity,  **  I  had  enough,"  k 
added,  '^  to  mortify  mine  a  few  days  ago; 
**  for  I  loft  my  mind  for  a  whoJc  day.'* 

He  was,  in  general,  happy,  in  an  agre^ble 
flow  of  :inimal  fpirits  ;  and  he  ufed  to  dccbrc, 
that  he  was  not  indioed,  byliis  conllitiition>  to 
be  hippilh.  Nerathdds,  his  fpirits  never  hur- 
ried him  into  any  of  tho&  excefTes  or  indeoa- 
rums,  into  whidi  too  many  are  apt  to  be  traaf- 
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lity  of  mind,  which  fecured  him  from  being 
:lated  by  the  former,  or  dcprefled  by  the  latter. 

He  knew  the  juft  value  of  his  own  works ; 
md  he  was  too  well  acquainted  with  the  narrow 
imits  of  human  capacity,  to  over-rate  their  merit. 

If  he  was  patient  of  juft  criticifm  from  a  ftran- 
jcr  or  an  enemy,  to  that  of  a  friend  he  was  moft 
:«figned :  and  they  who  were  heft  acquainted  with 
[lim  teftify,  that  they  never  knew  his  equal  in 
x>nfefling  his  errors  in  compofition,  fcntimcnt  or 
■xpreflion ;  or  one  who,  with  more  unfeigned 
readinefs  and  pleafure,  would  receive  tlie  correc- 
tions propofed.  Add  to  this,  that  no  man  ever 
judged  of  others  with  more  candour  and  liberality. 

He  fcems  to  have  entertained  a  kind  of  vene- 
ration for  the  charadter  of  a  learned  and  virtuous 
man.  His  pifture  of  fuch  an  one,  in  his 
Windfor  Foreft  *,  is  moft  highly  fmilhcd  ;  and 
he  no  where,  perhaps,  difcovers  more  cnthu- 
(iafm,  than  where  he  fpcaks  of  the  poets  who 
lived  and  died  near  Cooper's  Hill. 

**  I  feem  thro'  confccrated  walks  to  rove, 
**  I  hear  foft  mufic  die  along  the  grove  : 
**  Led  by  the  found,  I  roam  from  Ihade  to  fliaJe, 
*•  By  god-like  Poets  venerable  made/' 


•  See  from  I.  234  to  256.  It  is  worth  obfcrvinjr*  that 
notwithftanding  our  author's  love  of  rtudy  and  ritiicms-.t, 
yet  bis  better  judgment  taught  him  to  place  the  (ludious,  only 
Jitxt  in  degree  to  the  aiStivc,  life. 

I  i  Wiih 
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With  tlic  lame  fervor,  as  has  been  obienre^, 
he  exprcilcs   lumrdf  in  his  Effay  on  Criticiibj 

und  nihcr  i-arts  of  his  works. 

His  ]  railc,  however,  was  not  confined  to  the 
ikjJ  ;  luj  Lctcbrated  living  merit  with  a  warni 
andb^uiL-llU   iipplaufe,     Witncfs  the  generous 

trihuic  lic  jsial  tr>  the  genius  of  Addifoa,  Prior f, 
LUvl  nil.Lr  c.  iLinpcrary  writers  if. 

But 


f-  Otr  u.:e!v  r  ^.^iJ,  that  the  Jhm  of  Prkr  was  the  only 
^v  ;'.  •!',,:  (,  j.t.:3^  its  excefllve  fccpttcifrti)  he  could  h^'c 
v^  ii.it  J  'i»  hivc  ;  Lcn  the  auth^^r  of.  Yet,  fo  unable,  faidhc, 
;.,-  ;:i!lii.  i!"  Uj  iriLike  a  taie  cftimarc  of  what  they  writ', 
(•I  l;.r  f  ."ITT.  lh;ir  fonL^nefs  for  the  fuHje^l,  or  the  pair-sk 
coi?i:ii!im  ia  thu  comporition)  that  Prior  afking  him,  km 
r.    ;.  '^         ■:icutioM  of  his  works  by  fubfcripnon.  how  he 
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.  But  it  IS  his  moral  charader  which  above  all 
adorns  and  endears  his  memory. 

In  truth,  his  morals  are  the  beft  comment  on 
nis  writings :  and  they  will  be  read  with  infinitely 
more  pleafure  and  profit,  when  it  is  known  that 
he  felt  and  pradtifcd  hin^felf  what  he  recom- 
mended to  others.  If  we  have  reafon  to  fufpect 
from  a  WTiter^s  condudt  in  life,  that  he  difre- 
gards  the  moll  eflcntial  principles  which  he  in- 
culcates with  his  pen,  the  mind  revolts  from 
his  dodlrine,  and  it  hurts  our  pride  to  be  the 
dupes  of  hypocrify.  To  be  truly  ufeful  and 
entertaining,  a  good  WTiter  (hould  likewife  be  a 


**  I  told  you  it  was  a  better  bill  when  it  went  into  the  Houfc 
•*  of  Commons,  than  when  it  came  out.  They  haJ  added 
**  fome  clauses,  that  were  prejudicial,  as  I  think,  to  ihi: 
•*  true  intention  of  encouraging  learning  ;  and  I  \va*i  not 
**  forry  the  H  'ufe  of  Lords  objc»ited  to  them  :  but  it  fccrnc  J 
•*  rcamnable^  that  if  particulars  only  were  o^j-  6led  to,  they 
*«  Should  be  referred  to  a  committee  to  amend  them,  and  not 
•*  to  rcjiSl  the  ivb  Ic  for  them.  But  human  palli  )ns  min^^le 
*•  wirh  pu'^lic  points  toi>  much  ;  and  every  man's  p-ivare 
**  concerns  aie  preferred  by  himfolf  to  the  ivhoh,  'Tis  the 
•*  cafe  in  almoll  every  thing.  It  rfully  was  not  mine,  in 
*'  thi  part  I  had  h^'n  in  ;  and  therefore  I  am  not,  in  my 
•*  own  particular,  the  vvorfc,  for  the  mi 'carriage  of  the 
*•  bill,  and  yet  1  am  forry  for  it  :  though  if  tho  g^n  tjI 
•*  purport  of  it  be  a-^ain  brought  in,  another  felfinns,  wirh- 
•*  out  th«ife  claufes  which  wc;e  added  bv  the  Comm'n:;  to 
•«  the  original  dr;*ug.it,  I  fhould  be  g'.idder  that  it  was  now 
"  thrown  out" 

The  frequent  and  tedious  litigations  which  have  lately  en- 
gaged the  courts  of  law  and  equity,  rcfprJllng  the  richiN  «  f 
authors,  feem  to  evinqe  ihf  expedience  of  an  acl  to  afcertain 
the  extent  of  fuch  right,  and  to  fecure  it  from  invafion. 

1 i  2  good 


-•»•»>  itixai  pit 

exemplary,     l 
parents,  not  oi 
is  confpicuous 
and  appeared  c 
exprefsthem. 

The  moral  ^ 
fame  principle,  j 
on  each  other. 
Teldom  deficient 
Pope  was  not  w 

No  man  ever 
tions  of  friendfli 


*  See  the  conclufio 

«  ''■  'n  ®""=  °^  ^'s  Jeti 

queftion  you  propof, 

,.  moft  unfit  man  in  th 


ALEXANDER   POPE,   Esc^.     485 

fteady,  .warm,    and  difinterefted  in  all  his    at- 
tachments. 

His  heart  was  not,  as  he  himfelf  well  ex- 
prefTes  it,  like  a  great  warehoufe,  ftored  only 
with  his  own  goods,  or  with  empty  fpaces  to  be 
fupplied  as  faft  as  intereft  or  ambition  could  fill 
them ;  but  it  was  every  inch  of  it  let  out  in 
lodgings  for  his  friends. 

His  fentiments  on  this  head  were  fo  refined, 
that  in  his  idea  of  true  friendfhip,  he  feems  to 
have  comprehended  all  the  eflential  duties  of 
civil  life,  and  he  frequently  lamented  that  the 
inftances  of  this  virtue  were  fo  rare.  In  a  letter 
to  Mr.  Bethel,  bewailing  the  death  of  a  common 
friend,  he  exprefles  himfelf  with  great  ftrength 
and  feeling  on  this  fubjedt. 

*'  He  was  a  man,"  fays  he,  fpeaking  of  their 
deceafed  friend,  "  of  a  better  fort  than  moft  of 
**  the  prefent  generation.  A  man  natus  fnello^ 
**  ribus  annisj  when  gratitude,  honour,  and  the 
*^  love  of  our  country,  were  not  made  objeds  of 
*^  ridicule.  A  little  feeming  virtue  in  the  pro- 
•*  feflion  of  friendfhip,  ftill  remains ;  but  the 
**  mifery  is,  that  no  man  can  have  a  fenfe  of 
♦*  his  duty  to  his  friend,  who  wants  it  for  God 
**  or  his  country ;  and  fuch  profeflions  can  be 
**  depended  on  no  farther  than  they  advance  each 
**  others  ends,  or  as  long  as  two  knaves  draw 
*'  together.  So. that  I  fear  friendfhip  is  on  the 
**  wing,  when  honour  has  taken  its  flight." 

I  i  3  Addreffing 


"  liked  fiich  things  ai 
"  and  make  their  enj< 
•'  fuch  a  friendfliip  w 
"  are  built  upon  vanit 
**  the  common  grounds 
"  them/' 

At  the  fame   time,  : 

bewail  the  uncertainty 

refpea   to   the  fincerit^ 

larly  in  a  letter  to  Mr/ 

'*  No  true  judgment  ca 

*'  man,  or  any  thing  wit 

''  that  we  think  anoth 

that  we  knoiif  we  ou 

in  this  fituation  ever 

*'  rcfpcdl  to  another,  a 

"  principled  friendfhips 

^    Tliis  uncertainty,  hov 
mtodiftruft.      Thefeellr 
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fuch.      Addrcffing  himfclf  to  Mr.  Bethel,    he 

**  A  few  honefl:  people  is  all  the  world  is 
**  worth  :  hut  you  fliall  never  find  them  agree  to 
*'  ftand  by  one  another  and  delpife  the  reft ; 
*'  which,  if  they  would,  they  would  prevail 
**  over  the  follies  and  the  influence  of  the  world  : 
**  but  they  comply  ^yith  what  is  round  about 
**  them,  and  that  being  almoft  fure  to  be  folly 
**  or  mifcry,  they  muft  partake  of  botlu" 

He  was  one  day,  in  a  convcrfation  with  the 
prcfcnt  Bifhop  of  Glouccfter,  condemning  him- 
iclf  for  his  undiftinguilhcd  choice  of  friends  in 
his  youth.  He  faid,  if  tlicy  fought  his  acquain- 
tance, and  could  amulb  or  entertain  him,  it  was 
enough ;  he  was  too  inattentive  to  their  moral 
qualities  *. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  convcrfation,  Mr.  Pope 
added, —  "  1  am  now  (juitting  my  hands  of  thcfe 
**  unworthy  acquaintance,  as  fail  as  I  can,  and 
*'  turn  them  off  by  dozens.  Having  found 
**  they  fought  mc  out  of  vanity,  and  v;hcn  en- 


*  In  thofe  times,  Cr  Aibi:thn  .t,  (wholl*  ryiorals  were  rr/.i  ^! 
t''>  any  man's,  and  whof.-  u  it  ;ind  hunvmr,  as  I'opn  uLd  lo 
ti'W  this  friend,  were  ru^erior  to  all  niankiiu!)  on"  dAw  Tuid  lo 
h'r.^  **  What  makes  vo,i  i'o  frc  ;ucnt  wi;h  John  of  Huvrki.  ? 
*'  lie  krowsyou  have  'j^oi  nv  iicy  hy  (loiiier,  and  he  want> 
*^  t  »  ch'.at  you  of  it.'* — This  fufpicion,  in  the  opinion 
of  f.  me,  ha^  been  thought  t(»  have  been  warranral,  bv  liu 
pcrfjiding  the  |X)etiobuy  an  nnnui  y  of  him,  \v\v:\\  in  tic 
general  opinion,  there  was  not  the  Icaft  pr.ba^ilitv  ilut  ii^- 
comU  furvive  his  youth.  But  the  feller  t\vr-ri*a.hid  Iimn.  ^f. 
114  •'  cour::^  :d 
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cxmrmpcd  by  their  profcflions,  I  have  alted 
at^  deimg  of  ikcm^  for  a  man  who  waairi 
issEkrv  ^^  they  pretended  to  be,  had  always 
escdife  to  evade  their  promifcs  and 
It  was,  fays  he,  but  the  odicr 
.^i^  ftata  mdblc  Lord  in  my  iieighbourboodf 
xiil  ids^  I  had  much  milbiken,  told  me 
that  he  had  a  large  hcneSce 
^mhkb  he  did  not  know  what  to  do 
ire  it  to  me,  laid  I*  and  I  will  promifc 
it  on  one  who  will  do  honour  lo 
patronage.  He  faid  I  fliould  have  it 
tSrfeved  him,  and  after  waiting  fomctimc» 
widi^ut  licaring  farther  of  it,  I  rctmndcd 
him  of  what  had  paffed,  when  he  faid.  vritt| 
ibttic  confufion,  that  his  fteward  had  difpofed 
of  it^  unknown  to  him  or  his  lady  ^.'* 


>\i^ 


J 
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ib  far  corrupted  his  manners,  or  influenced  hi^ 
-writings,  as  to  induce  him  to  flatter  or  difliemble. 
He  courted  none  on  account  of  their  honours 
or  titles ;  but  was  a  friend  to  fuch  only  whom 
he  thought  diftinguifhed  by  their  virtues.  He 
did  not  idolife  their  power,  but  refped):  their 
principles ;  as  is  evident  from  his  attachment  to 
die  two  fallen  minifters  Bolingbroke  and  Ox- 
ford; to  whom  he  never  oflFered  incenfe  in  their 
profperity ;  but  paid  them  the  grateful  tribute 
of  applaufe,  after  their  diigrace.  Not  only  his 
principles  but  his  fpirit,  excluded  him  from  all 
yiews  of  employing  their  influence  to  procijre 
^r  himfelf  either  place  or  penfion. 

He  feemed  indeed  to  have  entertained  no  verjr 
favourable  idea  of  the  motives  on  which  the 
great,  ufually  confer  their  favours.  In  one  of 
his  letters  to  Mr.  Allen,  fpeaking  of  his  endea- 
yours  to  fervc  a  common  friend,  he  fays- 

**  I  am  trying  to  ferve  that  gentleman  with 
f*  a  great  man,  who  declares  the  greatefl;  efteem 
f*  for  him,  and  prefles  much  to  be  brought  ac- 
**  quainted  with  him  :  but  I  never  truft  entirely 
•*  in  great  men,  though  this  has  much  of  that. 


*«  hardly  make  me  bow  to  him,  unlefs  I  had  a  perfonal  oli- 

«i  ligation  ;  and  that  I  will  take  care  not  to  have.     The  top 

f«  pleafurc  of  my  life,  is  one  I  learned  from  you,  both  how 

••  to  gain,  and  how  to  ufc,  the  freedom  of  friendfhip  with 

f*  men,  niuch  my  fuperiors.     To  have  pleafed  great  men, 

«  according  to  Horace,  is  a  praife  ;  but  not  to  have  flattered 

«  them,  and  yet  not  difpleafcd  them,  is  a  greater." 

\^  which 
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moted,  he  f;ivs —  "  I  lo  l',ou;ins  to  feci  the  effeds 
**  of  a  court  life,  tiic  clcpciulance  on  the  great, 
**  who  never  do  good,  but  with  a  view  to  make 


•*   flavcs.'^ 


He  ufed  his  intereft  with  the  great,  therefore, 
more  to  benefit  others,  than  to  ferve  himfelf : 
and  no  one  ever  enjoyed  a  more  heartfelt  plea- 
fure  in  the  fervicc  his  talents  and  fituation  en- 
abled him  to  render.  The  v/armth  w4th  which 
he  exprefles  himfelf  on  an  occafion  of  this  kind, 
in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Allen,  is  truly  amiable. 

**  I  can  never,''  fiys  he,  "  enough  thank  you 
^f  (my  dear  and  true  friend)  for  every  inft.nice 
**  of  your  kindncis.  At  present,  I  am  loaded 
**  with  them,  hut  none  touch  me  more  fenfibly, 
**  than  your  attempts  Ibr  Air.  Hooke ;  for  I  am 
**  really  happier  in  Teeing  a  worthy  man  eafed 
*'  of  the  burthen  w^hich  fortune  generally  lays 

V  fuch  men  under,  as  have  no  talents  to  ferve 
**  the  bad  and  the  ambitious;  than  in  any  plea- 
f,*  fures  of    my   own,    which  arc    but   idle  at 

V  beft.V 

Indeed,  he  appears  to  have  been  zealous  on 
-behalf  of  his  friends,  even  to  anxiet}^  In  one 
of  his  letters  to  Mr.  Allen,  fpeaking  of  two  of 
their  comi:!on  friends,  whofe  concerns  were 
fomcwhat  embarrafled,  he  exprefles  great  ap- 
prehenfions  and  uneafuiels  on  their  account ;  and 
then  adds,  by  way  of  anticipating  Mr.  Allen's 
raillery 

''  Now 


492  THELIFEOF  ^ 

'*  Now  you'll  laugh,  and  alk  me,  why  I  wiU 
make  thefe  things  troubles  to  me,  which  wfll 
probably  foon  be  at  an  end^  and  are  fo  little 
To  to  thcin  ?  I  am  fo  much  the  more  coD' 
ccrricdi  as  1  fee  them  lefs  fo*  But  enough  of 
tliis.  I  ihould  forget  them^  and  I  will  when- 
ever God  pleafes ;  but  I  conclude  it  is  not  his  ^ 
pkafurc^  till  he  make&  me  of  another  difp> 

liliO!!.''  •  "^  -  r    ^    -  { 

As  he  was  faithful  and  zealous  in  his  attach-- 
jn^ciii'v,  t:v  be  was  flow  and  cautious  in  the  choice 
of  hK  iriiiiils;  and  particularly  fo  in  his  con- 
nLCliosis  with  writers.  Among  thefe^  he  affo- 
cijkd  only  wiih  the  moft  eminent;  being  of 
opinion,  as  lie  himfelf  well  exprefles  it,  that 
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Rowe  :|:,  Steele  4-f  and  Gay,  were  among  thofe 
whom  he  appears  moftly  to  have  efteemed.     Sir 


His  friend,  Fcaton,  had  the  like  ill  hap. — Mr.  Pope  had 
a  great  intimacy  with  Craggs  the  Younger,  when  the  latter 
was  minifterof  ftate.  Craggs  had  received  a  bad  and  neglected 
education.  He  had  great  parts :  and  partly  out  of  ihaine  for 
want  of  literature,  and  partly  out  of  a  fenfe  of  its  uie,  he, 
not  long  before  his  immature  death,  defired  Mr.  Pope  to 
recommend  to  him  a  modeft,  ingenious  and  learned  young 
man,  whom  he  might  take  into  his  houfe,  to  aid  and  inftruct 
him  in  claffical  learning.  Mr.  Pope  recommended  Fenton; 
who  was  fo  taken  in,  and  anfwered  all  the  minifterexpedted 
from  him  :  fo  that  Fenton  had  gained  much  of  his  favour, 
and  of  courfe  thought  his  fortune  made,  when  the  (mall- 
pox  feized  the  minifter,  and  put  an  end  to  all  Fenton's  hopes. 

+  Mr.  Pope  efteemed  Congreve  for  the  manners  of  a 
gentleman  and  a  man  of  honour,  and  the  fageflof  the  poetic 
tribe.  He  thought  nothing  wanting  in  his  Comedies,  but 
the  fimplicity  and  truth  of  nature. 

X  Rowc,  in  Mr.  Pope's  opinion,  maintained  a  decent 
charader,  but  had  no  heart.  Mr.  AdJifon  wasjullIyoiFend«> 
cd  with  him  for  fome  behaviour  which  arofe  from  that  want, 
and  eQranged  himfelf  from  him  ;  which  Rowc  felt  very  fe* 
vcrcly.  Mr.  Pope,  their  common  friend,  knowing  thii?, 
took  an  opportunity,  at  fome  juncture  of  Mr.  AdJifc^n's  ad- 
vancement, to  tell  him  how  poor  Rowc  was  grieve  J  at  his 
difpleafure,  and  what  fatisfadtion  he  expreffed  at  Mr.  Ad- 
difon's  good  fortune ;  which  he  exprcflcd  fo  naturally,  that 
he  (Mr.  Pope)  could  not  but  think  him  fincere.  Mr.  Ad- 
difon  replied,  1  do  not  fufpetSl  that  he  feigned  ;  bur  the  le- 
vity of  his  heart  is  fuch,  that  he  is  firuck  with  any  new  ad- 
venture, and  it  would  afFedi  him  juft  in  the  fame  manner  if 
he  heard  I  was  going  to  be  hanged. — Mr.  Pope  faid  he  could 
not  deny  but  Mr.  Addifon  unJcrdood  Rowc  well. 

+  Mr.  Pope  ufed  to  fay  of  Steele,  that  though  he  led  a 
very  carelefs  and  vicious  life,  yet  he,  nevcilhwlcrs,  had  a 
real  love  and  reverence  of  virtue. 

6  John 


THE   LIFE    G  F 

John  Vaiibrugh  *  likcwifc  fccmfi  to  have  h^ti 
lomc  ibare  in  his  clkcm-  Rut  he  fecm&  t«* 
have  entertained  the  moll  cof  dial  regard  for 
Gay,  whofc  modeft  candor*  and  amiable  (m^ 
plicity  of  manners,  chiefly  endeared  him  to  our 
author, 

A  congeniality  of  talents  alone  was  not  a  ftrf^ 
ficicnt  recommendation  to  liis  intimacy  ;  for  he 
was  more  attentive  to  the  worth  and  hanefty  of 
his  companions,  than  to  iheir  abilities  :  and  if 
ever  he  afTociatcd  with  fuch  as  were  deficient  ifl 
tliefe  rcquifites,  it  was  becaufe  they  had  the  art 
to  deceive  him,  by  wearing  the  appearance  of 
thufc  quahlies  which  lie  moft  admired.  That 
he  Vvas  fo  deceived,  and  that  he  became  a  Auyc 
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to  fpecious  and  artful  pretences  of  virtue  and 
friendfhip,  will  appear  hereafter  *. 

Among  his  mod  intimate  friends,  and  thofe 
with  whom  he  correfpondcd  with  the  greateft 
cafe  and  familiarity,  were  Mr.  Allen  and  Mr. 
Bethel ;  whom  he  loved  for  their  real  and  unaf- 
fcded  goodnefs  of  heart:  And  to  whom  he 
opened  his  own,  without  refcrve  or  afFcdution, 
not  as  a  man  of  fprightly  wit,  but  of  friciully 
linceritv. 

In  a  letter  to  the  former  he  fays — "  I  hope, 
"  dear  Sir,  I  need  not  tell  you  the  plcafure  it 
"  will  always  be  to  me,  to  hear  you  arc  well  and 
"  happy :  Thofc  words  only,  without  form, 
"  without  ornament,  without  all  atFcdcd  cir- 
"  cumftance  and  compliment,  are  fuilicicnt  to 
**  make  an  honeft  man's  letter  to  an  honcft  man 
"  agreeable ;  and  worth  a  thoufanu  of  llic  pret- 
"  tieft  things  that  can  be  faid  by  all  the  courtiers 
**  and  wits  of  the  world.'* 

In  a  letter  likcwife  to  Mr.  Bethel,  in  which 
he  inclofed  one  to  a  common  friend,  he  fays— 

**  I  am  fo  aukward  at  writing  letters,  to  fuch 
"  as  exj^ecl  me  to  write  like  a  wit,  that  I  take 
"  any  courfe-to  avoid  it.  'Tis  to  you  only,  ami  a 
**  few  fuch  plain  honeft  men,  I  like  to  open  my* 
"  felf  with  the  fame  freedom,  and  as  free  from 


•  Sec,  among  other  pror»fs,   t'^e  note  fuHjoincJ   to  the 
claufe  in  his  wi!lj  l>cqucathir.g  a  Iciacy  to  Mr.  AI!ea. 

"  all 
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:ivoid  the  teazings  of  his  anxiety  concerning  the 
iflue  of  the  difCaJfe. 

His  zeal  for.  the  intereft  and  credit  of  his 
friends  was  carried  to  that  degree  of  anxiety^ 
that  he  felt  every  circumflance  which  afFeded 
dither,  as  powerfully  as  if  the  concern  was  his 
own.  In  his  lateft  illnefs,  he  gave  a  remarkable 
inftance  of  this  friendly  folicitude. 

At  the  laft  time,  when  his  intimate  friend^ 
the  prefent  Bifhop  of  Gloucefter,  faw  him,  which 
was  in  bed,  and  one  might  fay  his  death-bed^ 
taking  his  leave  of  him,  he  faid,  **  You  know 
**  how  often  I  have  prefled  you  to  print  the  laft 
•*  volume  of  the  Divine  Legation  :  your  repu- 
**  tation,  as  well  as  your  duty,  is  concerned  ia 
•*  it.  People  fay,  you  can  get  no  farther  in 
•*  yoiu:  proof.  Nay,  Lord  Bolingbroke  himfelf 
•*  bids  me  expefl:  no  fuch  thing.  He  fays,  in- 
•*  deed,  you  are  mafter  of  the  fubje£t ;  but  for 
•*  that  very  reafon  you  will  ftop,  knowing  it 
'^  can  be  pufhed  no  farther.'* 

His  love  of  virtue  likewife  was  ardent  and  un- 
feigned, and  appeared  even  in  his  lateft  moments* 
On  the  very  morning  of  the  day  on  which  he  died, 
he  faid  to  thofe  about  him, — *'  There  is  nothing 
**  meritorious  in  life,  but  virtue  and  friendfliip ; 
**  and  friendfliip  indeed  is  only  a  part  of  virtue.'^ 

This,  our  author  may  truly  be  faid  to  have  ex- 
ercifed  in  every  branch.  He  was  juft,  punc- 
tual, temperate,  generous,  beneficent  and  grate- 

K  k  ful. 
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tie  appears,  in  many  inflances,  more  efpeci- 
ally  after  he  was  made  eafy  in  his  circumflance89 
by  the  profit  of  his  Homer,  to  have  been  per- 
feCdj  indiflPerent  on  the  fubje<a  of  gain. 

In  one  of  his  letters  to  Mr.  Bethel,  dated  2d 
November,  1736,  fpeaking  concerning  the  pu- 
blication of  one  of  his  favourite  pieces,  he  fays, 

•*  I  have  not  taken  any  care,  more  than  I 
**^  think  decent,  ^hout  faving  myfelf  harmlefs  in 
*'  the  expence ;  nor  do  I  fee  much  taken ;  by 
**  none  fo  much  as  yourfelf,  I  affure  you,  hitherto, 
**  confidering  the  fphere  you  move  in.  I  have 
'^  many  aukwardnefles  in  it,  and  hate  to  fpeak 
"  of  it ;  'tis  really  to  no  purpofe  to  do  it,  bur 
•*  to  ferve  myfelf,  which  is  a  motive  I  am  not 
**  ufed  to  make  vajfole  one.** 

Nay,  fo  far  was  he  from  being  anxious  to 
make  the  moft  of  his  writings,  that  he  received 
fubfcriptions  from  his  friends,  with  a  kind  of 
jealous  fufpicion;  which  proved  that  his  deli- 
cacy was  fuperior  to  every  other  fentiment. 

In  a  letter  to  Mr.  AUep,  he  fays —  "  I  will 
"  allow  you  to  remit  the  forty-five  guineas, 
••  which,  you  fay,  fome  of  your  friends,  and 
'*  Leake,  have  really  fubfcnbedy 

The  words  in  Italics  were  flruck  under  by 

Mr.  PoPK  in  his  letter,  to  intimate  his  fufpicion, 

that  his  friend  only  pretended  to  remit  the  fub- 

K  k  2  fcriptions 
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Again,  addrefling  himfelf  to  the  fame  gentle 
man,  he  fays 

"  Since  I  came  to  London,  I  am  not  fo  much 
"  in  fpirits,  nor  in  the  fame  quiet,  as  at  Bath. 
**  The  irregular  hours  of  dining  (for  as  to 
**  nights,  I  keep  the  fame)  already  have  difor- 
"  dered  by  ftomach,  and  bring  back  that  heavi- 
*•  nefs  and  languor  upon  me  after  dinner,  which 
**  I  was  almoft  entirely  free  from ;  though  I  ftill 
"  continue  to  make  water  my  ordinary  drink» 
**  with  as  little  mixture  of  wine  as  before  f- 
^  I  am  determined  to  fix  my  dining  to  two  o* 
•*  clock,  though  I  dine  by  myfelf ;  and  comply 
*'  afterwards  with  the  importunities  and  civilities 
"  of  friends,  in  attending^  not  partakings  their 
*'  dinners," 

To  the  virtues  of  oeconomy  and  temperance,  he 
united  the  merit  of  the  moft  expanded  beneficence. 
He  has  been  heard  to  fay,  that  he  never  faved  any 
thing,  unlefs  he  met  with  fomc  prefling  cafe  of 


t  Wc  find,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Bethel,  a  facetious  account 
of  a  converfation  which  Mr.  Popb  held  with  the  famous 
'Dr.  Cheney  on  this  fubje(5l.  *'  The  Doftor,  fays  he,  mag- 
'*  nified  the  Scarborough  waters,  and  indeed  all  waters,  but 
••  above  all,  common  water.  He  was  greatly  edified  with 
••  mc,  for  having  left  off  fuppers  ;  and  upon  my  telling  him, 
••  that  moft  of  my  acquaintance  had  not  only  done  fo,  but 
^  had  not  drank  out  three  dozen  of  wine  in  my  houfe  in  a 
««  whole  twelvemonth  ;  he  bleflcd  God,  and  faid,  my  cbtt'* 
^*  verfation  was  with  angels/' 

This  is  no  unpleafant  ridicule  of  the  bigotry  of  that  other* 
irifc  able  phyficiany  to  a  confumptive  regimea* 


K  k  3  charity, 
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<^aritable  difpofition.  This  uflhappy  man, 
whofc  diftrefles  wei*e  lb  various  and  of  fo  fingular 
a  nature,  was,  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life, 
chiefly  fupported  by  Mr.  Pop.e*s  bounty,  who 
procured  an  annual  fubfcription  for  him,  to  the 
amount  of  50  /.  per  annum,  of  which  he  con- 
tributed 20  /.  per  annum  himfel£ 

.  The  extravagance,  profligacy  and  ingratitude 
of  this  unhappy  man  fo  eftranged  his  friends 
from  him,  that  moft  of  them  withdrew  their 
fubfcriptions  in  refentment.  Mr.  Pope,  how- 
ever, had  fo  much  good  nature  and  tendemefs 
that  he  itill  continued  his  remittance,  though  he 
had  good  reafon  to  be  highly  offended  at  his 
condud,  as  we  may  learn  from  the  following 
letter,  which  our  author  addreffed  to  him  on 
the  15th  of  September,  1742. 


band,  did  not  fcruple  openljr  to  proclaim  herfelf  an  adulterefs, 
by  declaring  that  the  child  of  which  (he  was  then  pregnant, 
which  was  Savage^  was  begotten  by  the  Earl  of  Rivers. 
From  the  moment  of  his  birth,  fhe  conceived  an  abhorrence 
for  the  fruit  of  her  infidelity  ;  (he  difappointed  him  of  the 
provifion  which  the  Earl  of  Rivers  intended  him,  by  making 
the  Earl  believe  that  he  was  dead.  In  his  riper  years,  hav- 
ing unfortunately  flain  a  perfon,  in  a  fcuffle  at  a  brothel,  he 
was  convided  of  murder,  and  when  his  friends  interceded 
for  his  pardon,  (he,  by  a  falfe  reprefentation,  endeavoured 
fo  exclude  him  fr6m  the  royal  mercy.  In  (hort,  this  mon- 
Her  of  a  woman  appears  to  have  been  incredibly  unnatural. 
Savage^  though  but  an  indifferent  poet,  was  not  deftitute  of 
parts.  His  poem  called  the  Bastard,  has  undoubted 
'  merit;  which  indeed  is  always  moft  conspicuous  in  thofc 
frorks  which  come  warm  from  our  feelings. 

K  k  4  «  I  am 
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^  only  on  the  ftage,  but  in  every  thing  you 
^  fliall  commit  to  the  prefs.  The  little  I  could 
^  contribute  to  aflift  you  fhould  be  at  your  fer- 
**  vice  there,  could  I  be  fatisfied  it  would  be 
**  cflFedually  fo;  (though  intended  only  while 
♦*  you  were  obliged  to  retire.)  But  the  con- 
**  trary  opinion  prevails  fo  much  with  the  pei> 
^^  fons  I  applied  to,  that  it  is  more  than  I  can 
^*  obtain  of  them  to  continue  it.  What  mortal 
**  would  take  your  play,  or  your  bufinefs  with 
**  Lord  T.  out  of  your  hands,  if  you  could 
♦*  come,  and  attend  it  yourfelf.  It  was  only  in 
♦>  defcQ:  of  that,  thefe  offices  of  the  two  gen- 
f*  tiemen  you  are  fo  angry  at,  were  offered. 
*'  What  intereft  but  trouble  could  they  have  had 
*'  in  it  ?  And  what  was  done  more  in  relation 
**  to  the  Lord,  but  trying  a  method  we  thought 
**  more  likely  to  ferve  you,  than  threats  and  in- 
*'  jurious  language  ?  You  feemed  to  agree  with 
*'  us  at  your  parting,  to  fend  fome  letters,  which 
"  after  all  were  left  in  your  own  hands,  to  do 
•*  as  you  pleafed.  Since  when,  neither  ihey 
•*  nor  I  ever  faw  or  fpoke  to  him,  on  yours  or 
**  any  other  fubjeft.  Indeed  I  was  fhocked  at 
**  your  ftrong  declarations  of  vengeance  and . 
•*  'Violent  meafures  againflhim,  and  am  very  glad 
"  you  now  proteft  you  meant  nothing  like  what 
♦*  thofe  words  imported/' 

On  another  occafion,  he   thus  warmly  ex^ 
poftulates  with  him. 

**  Sir,  I  muft  be  fincere  with  you,   as  our 
•♦  .correfpondcace  is  now  likely  to  be  clofed. 
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*•  to  tell  him  how  much  I  difapproved  his  lan-r 
**  guage  and  condud.  What  a  pleafure  it  had 
**  been  to  me,  had  he  been  a  better  man,  whom 
*^  my  fmall  charity  had  been  a  true  relief  to ; 
^*  or  were  he  lefs  miferable,  that  I  might  beftow 
^^  it  better,  without  abandoning  him  to  ruin/ 


>> 


In  a  fubfequent  letter  to  the  fame  gentleman, 
Mr.  Pope  .apologizes  for  tjie  emotions  he  exi 
preffed  in  his  laft. 

"  My  laft  fhort  letter,  fays  he,  (hewed  you 
•*  I  was  peevifh.  Savage's  ftrange  behaviour 
••  made  me  fo,  and  yet  I  was  in  haJfte  to  relieve 
•*  him,  though  I  think  nothing  will  relieve 
f'  him.'' 

Such  was  the  humanity  and  generofity  of  our 
author,  that  his  refledlions  on  the  fufferings  of 
this  unhappy  man,  outweighed  the  confideration 
of  his  demerits. 

From  the  fame  humane  and  noble  principles 
he  ailifted  Dennis  in  his  diftrefs,  and  generoufly 
fubfcribed  to  his  works,  though  he  had  offended 
him  by  the  grofleft  abufe,  and  endeavoured  to 
injure  his  reputation  by  the  moft  illiberal  cri-? 
ticifm  *t 

Hi? 


^  In  bis  laft  diftrefles,  be  wrote  an  inimitable  ProIogt(c 
fo  a  play  for  his  benefit.  All  ferious  encomium  on  the 
fntum-Jiruck  critic  had  been  a  joke;  he  therefore,  by 
the  moft  delicate  jpleafajptry  of)  the  gfV|it  critic*f  paft  atchievc- 

(nentSy 


»-'ur  poet, 


—         ^ui  poet, 
^  ^  very  bad  fey 
*»«  feared  would  e 

he  wrote  to  this  Soi 
*^  laft  leave  of  hii 
«^Ofl  and  folicitu, 
*o»"  his  advice.  N 
.Tode4owjipolltoA 
hundred  miles  fro,n 
tJveaionsj  which  hi 

.    -^  ^ong  time  after  1 

jntercft  in  the  court  o 

mon  acquaintance  in  J 

there  was  a  good  abbei 

Ac  had  credit  enough 

an  apprehenfion  that  J 

"^ibrage  to  the  £ngli 

Southcot,    by  his  ift, 

fervice,  was  become  ve 

fon  to  whom  th;«  ^.. 
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acquaint  Mr.  Pope  of  the  cafe,  he  immediately 
wrote  ,a  pleafant  letter  to  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  in 
the  prieft's  behalf:  he  acquainted  the  minifter 
with  the  grounds  of  his  folicitation,  and 
begged  that  this  embargo,  for  his  fake,  might 
be  taken  off;  for  that  he  was  indebted  to 
Southcot  for  his  life,  which  debt  muft  needs  be 
difcharged  either  here,  or  in  purg  atory.  The 
minifter  received  the  application  favourably^ 
and  with  much  good  nature,  wrote  to  his  brother, 
then  in  France,  to  remove  the  objedlion.  In 
confequence  of  which  Southcot  got  the  abbey* 
Mr.  Pope  ever  after  retained  a  grateful  fenfc 
of  Sir  Robert's  civility  :  and  it  was  in  acknow- 
ledgement of  this  favour,  that  our  author  al- 
ways fpoke  of  him  with  efteem  and  refpefl:,  and 
fhewed  his  regard  to  him  on  all  occajions,  even 
at  the  time  when  it  was  the  fafhion  to  revile 
him** 

Indeed  the  gratitude,  benevolence,  and  huma- 
nity of  our  author's  nature,  were  confpicuous 
in  his  laft  moments.    He  lamented,  even  in  that 

♦  Among  other  ftrokes  of  commendation,  the  following 
ihort  encomium,  in  the  Epilogue  to  his  Satires,  is  moft  ex*- 
cellent. 

*•  Seen  him  I  have,  but  in  his  happier  hour 
*'  Of  focial  pleafure,  ill-exchang'd  for  pow*r  : 
**  Seen  him,  uncumber'd  with  the  venal  tribe, 
**  Smile  without  art,  and  win  without  a  bribe," 

Thefe  four  lines  did  Sir  Robert  mote  honour,  than  til  the 
^negjrics  purchafed  with  the  wealth  of  the  treafury. 

extreme 


'.coDeemin 

-^  thac  »•  ha 
dcrfbndmg,*'-. 
brake,  who  was  ti 
**  a  man  that  hac 
*  cuUr  fricods. 
"  fcr  maniind.** 

KsLonlilup  n 
It  was  Dot  only  ai 

JJr.PorEVchiiaa 
He  had  a.  fiDccrc 
«iiffufive  bcacTOlcD 

T^Ticn  we  confid 
E«a  that  be  li^xd  a 
|f«>»J  at  a  dine 
™c  fettled,  and  j 
*na  trouhldbme  fe 
<=»«  bat  admim  »iw. 
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Though,  as  has  been  intimated,  it  was  un- 
juftly  furmifed,  from  his  intimacy  with  Swift, 
and  others  of  that  party,  that  he  took  a  fhare 
in  the  political  fquabbles  of  thofe  days ;  yet,  it 
is  now  certain,  that  he  never  intermeddled  with 
any  public  concerns. 

* 

His  pen  was  guided  by  more  noble  and  extfen- 
five  views,  than  that  of  ferving  a  fadtion  6t 
party.  He  expreffes  a  manly  and  generous 
indignation  of  fuch  narrow  motives,  addret- 
iing  himfelf  to  Dean  Swift,  on  the  fubjefl:  of 
party-writing. 

*•  God  forbid,"  fays  he,  "  that  an  honeft  and 
**  witty  man  fliould  be  of  any  party,  but  that 
**  of  his  country.  They  have  fcoundrels  enough 
**  to  write  for  their  paflions  and  their  defigns ; 
"  let  us  write  for  truth,  for  honour,  and  for 
"  pofterity.*' 

He  was  fo  cautious,  as  not  even  to  exprefs  his 
fentiments  on  thofe  occafions,  in  his  mod  inti-^ 
mate  correfpondences. 

In  one  of  his  letters  to  Mr.  Allen,  he  dif* 
claims  all  topics  of  this  nature. 


cc 


"  The  face  of  public  affairs,"  fays  he,  **  is 
very  much  changed,  and  this  fortnight's  va- 
**  cation  very  bufy.  It  is  a  moft  important  in- 
•*  terval ;  but  I  never  in  my  life  wrote  a  lettet 
*^  on  thefe  fubjedls :  I  content  myfelf,  as  you 
•*  do,  with  honeft  wiftics  for  honeft  men  to  go-^ 


*'  vern 


**  public  affairs.  I  r 
**  was  guilty  of  one  ] 
*•  though  no  man  wifl: 
•*  I  find  all  thofe  thi 
•'  better  contented  tha 

Neverthelefs,  ourau 
on  account  of  the  d 
which,  from  time  to  t 
to  the  public.  In  a 
above-mentioned,  he  i 

— ^*  The  public  is, 
*'  than  it  ufed  to  be,  a 
**  but  your  reflection  ; 
•*  viate  thofe  uneafy 
**  providence,    is  all  I 
**  fphere  is  refignation 

At  another  time,   h 
feelins^lv  on  the  fame  f 


s 
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to  be  forry  for,  or  to  willi  otlicrwifc ;  fo  1 
own  my  mind  troubled,  whenever  I  relle<9:on 
public  difappointments,  and  the  prevalence  of 
corrupt  and  felfifh  counfels/* 


But  in  the  following  letter,  he  feems  to  have 
been  more  than  commonly  afFeded,  by  fome 
alarming  apprehcnfion  *. 


It 


**  My  mind/'  fays  he  to  Mr.  Allen,  "atprefent 
is  as  deje£ted  as  pofTible  ;  for  I  love  my  coun- 
try f,  and  I  love  mankind ;  and  I  fee  a  dif- 
mal  fcene  opening  for  our  own  and  other  na- 
tions, which  will  not  long  be  a  fecret  to  you.** 


He  was  indeed  a  lover  of  mankind,  and  his 
difFufive  benevolence  forms  the  moft  amiable 
part  of  his  charader.  His  fentiments  on  this 
head  were  not  penned  for  the  public  eye  alone, 
but  are  exprefled  throughout  the  courfe  of  his 
private  correfpondences,  with  fuch  unafFed:ed 
feeling,  as  prove  them  to  have  been  the  genuine 
oflFspring  of  his  heart. 

In  one  of  his  letters  to  Mr.  Allen,  his  reflec- 
tions on  univerfal  benevolence,  fhew  the  exten- 
iive  liberality  of  his  mind. 


^  The  unhappy  and  unfuccefsful  war  which  a  fskStioa 
forced  the  nation  into,  in  oppofition  to,  and  in  order  to  de« 
firoy.  Sir  Robert  Walpolc. 

+  Our  auihoi's  patriotic  fentiments  were  fo  delicate,  that 
whenever  he  made  ufe  of  «iny  foreign  manufadure,  he  would 
fHy.^<(  Pardon  mc,  my  country  5  I  offend  but  feldom." 

H  "Dear 
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*  tweii  that  we  are  fo  little  above,  as  dogs,  for 

*  our  ufe  ?•' 

It  wUl  not  be  matter  of  wonder,  that  a  man 
w^ho  had  fuch  pure,  fuch  warm,  fuch  extmfive 
\dc2is  of  benevolence,  humanity,  ard  every 
branch  of  moral  virtue,  ihould  have  a  ftrong 
ifbhori*encc  and  antipathy  to  vice. 

This  antipathy  gave  birth  to  his  fatires,  which 
(treated  him  fo  many  enemies ;  and  which, 
tliongh  they  did  not  produce  all  the  reformation 
he  wiftied,  did  ncverthelefs,  perhaps,  contri- 
bttte,  in  fctoc  degree,  to  check  the^rOTt;m^  pro- 
fligacy and  licentioirfnefs  of  the  times  in  which 
he  lived*. 

Such 


*  Mr.  PbfrE  died  at  the  very  opening  of  this  fccne,  and  fo 
toAy  faW th6  flrft  movement  of  \\ittiant ftrldes  he  fomewhere 
fpeaks  of,  but  divined  the  reft.  The  monfters  which  mad» 
tmih  were  but  juft  hatched,  and  it  was  fome  time  after  that 
aStxT  full  hofrors  aftonifhed  the  aftembled  public,  in  blaf- 
pheniies  too  impious  to  be  recorded.  Tb  thefe  extreams  of 
evil  times,  and  to  the  countenance  and  protciSlion  thefe  in- 
Htlimentsof  ruin  met  #ith,  the  Editor  of  Mr.  Pope's  works 
alludes,  in  the  following  words  of  his  dedication  to  the  third 
Tolume  of  the  Divine  Legation^  the  edition  of  1765.  As  it 
Mntains  a  very  graphical  defcription  of  the  then  miferable 
ftate  of  things,  it  may  be  neither  unentertaining  nor  un- 
ufcful. 

<<  I  have  detained  your  Lord(hip  with  a  tedious  ftonr; 
*•  and  ftill  I  muft  beg  your  patience  a  little  longer.  Wc 
**  are  not  yet  got  to  the  end  of  a  bad  profpcd. — While  I 
**  and  others  of  my  order,  have  been  thus  vainly  contend- 
•^  ing  pro  arssy  with  the  unequal  arms  of  reafon,  we  had  the 
L  1  a  *^  further 
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our  great  Satirift  has  done,  would  do  well  to 
examine  themfelves,  and  refledl  what  it  really 
is  which  gives  them  offence;    whether  it  be 

a  vir-» 


<*  to  difcover  fome  hidden  force,  fome  peculiar  virtue  in  tbf 
**  eflential  parts,  or  in  the  well-adapted  frame,  ofourexcel- 
"  lent  conftitution:— In  either  cafe,  this  fingular  and  ftiin- 
^*  ing  phaenomenon,  hath  afforded  a  chearful  confolation 
*^  to  thinking  men,  amidft  all  the  dark  afped  from  our  dif«> 
**  orders  and  diftrefles« 

^  But  the  evil  genius  of  England  would  not  fuflfer  us  to 

**  enjoy  it  long;  for  as  if  envious  of  this  laft  fupport  of  go- 

**  vernment,  he  hath  now  inftigated  his  blackeft,pgents  to  the 

**  very  extent  of  their  malignity  ;  who  after  the  moft  villain- 

**  ous  infults  on  all  other  orders  and  ranks  in  fociety,  have 

^*  at  length  proceeded  to  calumniate  even  the  King's  fu- 

**  pream  Court  of  Juftice,  under  its  able  and  moft  unble- 

^*  miihed  adminiftration. 

**  After  this,  who  will  not  be  tempted  to  defpair  of  his 
<^  country,  and  fay  with  the  good  old  man  in  the  icere  ; 


ip/a  ft  cupiat  falui 


*•  Sirvareprorjuitunpotefiy  banc 
^  Famliam." 

**  Athens,  indeed,  fell  by  degenerate  nianners  like  our 
**  own  :  but  (he  fell  the  later,  and  with  the  lefs  diflionour, 
**  for  having  always  kept  inviolable  that  reverence  which 
*<  Ihe,  and  indeed  all  Greece,  had  been  long  accuftomed 
••  to  pay  her  auguft  court  of  Areopagus.  Of  this  moJeft 
•*  refcrvc,  amidft  a  general  diforder,  we  have  a  ftr  iking  inftance 
**  in  the  condu£l  of  one  of  the  principal  inftruments  of  her  ruin. 
**  The  witty  Ariftophanes  began,  as  all  fuch  inftruments 
«*  do  (whether  with  wit  or  without)  by  deriding  virue  and 
«*  religion,  and  this  in  the  brighteft  exemplar  of  both,  the 
««  godlike  Socrates.  The  libeller  went  on  to  attack  all  con- 
«*  ditions  of  men.  He  calumniated  the  magiftratcrs;  he 
••  turned  the  public  aflemblies  into  ridicule ;  and  with  thp 
f<  nioft   beaftly  and   blafphemous    abufe,     outraged   their 

L  1  3  "  pricfts, 


Togivearule; 

motive  on  which 

aft:  them,   Whetl 

Scandalized  at  th. 

expofe  wicked  mt 

the  vices  which  c 

«ey  do,  we  may 

their  cenfure,  hoi 

be.     But  if  they 

tiiemcnt,  and  not; 


Priefts,  their  alurs. 

|leves^-_Buthrrchc: 

whether  of  divine  or 

^    muchaSoneJicentioi 

„  "naUry,  cannot  but 

«  Jh?'  "''^.^  the  poet' 

^    the  reroam.ng  virtue  < 

.T/ho  yet  would  not  be 

"t,ce  defiled  by  the  odij 
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Toked  it,  it  is  a  fure  fign  that  this  parade  of 
charity  is  all  hypocrify.  In  a  word,  bad  men, 
as  a  great  writer  fays^  pcrfecute  the  good  to  gra- 
tify the  blitidnefs  of  their  pqffions^  ^whereas  the 
£o6d  purfue  e^vil  men  nvith  all  the  temper  and 
impartiality  of  ajudge^  and  all  the  charity  of  /i 
chirurgeon  4  nvbo  give  pain  only  for  the  fake  qf 
i  he  public  J  xind  the  farJy  himfelf 

That  fach  were  flie  motives  which  aduated 
our  poet,  may  be  inferred  from  the  difpofition 
lie  fhewed  at  the  early  dawn  of  his. genius,  and 
for  a  long  time  after.  His  firft  poems  breathed 
nothing  but  amity  and  univerfal  love.  But  his 
experience  in  the  world  inflamed  his  hatred  againft 
vice,  in  proportion^ to  his  love  of  virtue :  And 
perhaps  it  is  among  the  wifeft  of  the  fchoolp 
men's  maxims,  which  faLys-^Amor  eji  odio  prior j 
€t  odium  ex  amorc  oritur. 

When  we  refled,  however,  on  the  numerous 
4nftances  of  vice  and  folly  which  furround  us, 
and  are  proofs  againft  the  repeated  antidotes  of 
iatire,  wc  are  apt  to  conclude,  that  it  has  no 
-effedt  on  the  morals  and  manners  of  mankind. 

But  wc  do  not  confider,  that,  though  a  fwarm 
t)f  incurables  crowd  to  our  obfervation,  yet 
the  many  who  are  benefited  arc  imperceptible  ; 
-and  that  fome  of  them  perhaps  do  not  know 
theinfelves  the  hand  which  did  them  good. 

If  the  pen  of  fatire  does  but  reclaim  one,  it 
is  not  employed  in  vaia :  and  confidcring  how 
many  have  got  his  works  by  heart,  we  cannot 

L  1  4  doubt 
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doubt  but  that  tb-  Satirical  ftrokcs  with  wWcli 
they  abound  muft  now  and  theOf  at  leaft,  bate 
had  a  good  influence  on  their  conducL 

In  truth  I  the  keennefs  of  his  Ik  tire  fo  deeply 
afFcded  the  objefls  of  it,  that  wc  need  not 
fcniplc  to  believe  the  powerful  etFetb  of  pocdca] 
chaftifeiiient  recorded  by  the  antients*  The 
jambic  rage  of  Archilcchus,  could  not  have 
been  more  fcvere  and  efFeSnal :  though  it  ii 
true,  that  he  himfelf^  as  has  been  fliewn  abofc^ 
lamented  the  inefficacy  of  his  endeavours,  and 
declined  the  office  in  defpair  of  fuccefs. 

In  the  latter  pait  of  hi$  lifc$  the  general  depr^ 
vityof  manners  which  he  noticed,  rather  moircd 
his  contempt,  than  his  rcfentment,  Neverthclcfi* 
he  fome times  very  feelingly  bewailed  the  trca- 


I 
I 


^1^  ~-^- 
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By  this,  and  many  other  inftances,  which  will 
be  (hewn,  it  will  appear,  that  our  author's  par- 
tiality for  his  noble  friend  rofe  to  a  degree  of 
frenzy  and  fafcination;  infomuch  that  in  a  con- 
i^erfation  with  a  friend  about  the  comet,  whiqh, 
at  that  time,  was  the  fubjeft  of  all  men's  atten- 
tion, he  faid  he  ftiould  not  be  furprifed  if  it  was 
come  to  convey  Ldrd  Bolingbroke  to  fome  fupe- 
rior  orb,  as  apparently  he  did  not  belong  to  this, 
juft  as  a  ftage-coach  flops  at  a  man's  door  to  take 
up  paflcngers. 

From  his  Lordftiip's  behaviour  likewife  in 
Mr.  Popf's  laft  illnefs,  as  above  related,  one 
might  reafonably  conclude  that  the  friendfhip 
and  afFo£lion  between  them  was  reciprocal.  No 
one,  who  recolledls  the  account  which  has  been 
given  of  the  fympathetic  tendemefs  and  deep 
concern  which  his  Lordfliip  exprefled  for  his 
departing  friend,  would  believe  that  he  would 
be  the  firft,  nay  the  only  one,  to  throw  dirt  on 
his  afhes,  and  afperfe  his  memory  by  the  impu- 
tation of  a  bafenefs,  which  his  foul,  above  all 
others,  abhorred — that  of  treachery. 

But  this  will  appear  hfs  extraordinary,  when 
it  is  confidered  that  his  Lordfhip  came  early  into 
the  great  world  :  and  that  what  natural  good 
principles  he  had,  were  corrupted  by  that  poli- 
tical accommodation,  that  habit  of  diflimulation, 
which  is,  or  is  thought  to  be,  neceflary  for  thofe 
who  fill  the  high  flations  in  the  adive  fcenes  of 
life.  To  this,  perhaps,  as  well  as  to  fome  confti- 
tutional  caufes,  it  was  owing,  that  hisLordihip's 

feel- 
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feelings  were  maay  of   tfaem  aifefled,   iB  of 
them  tranlieni. 

Had  his  affection  for  hUfiieod  fpnmg  fmnj  Lii 
heart,  he  would  rather  have  drawn  a  fl^adc  over 
his  /ra/  failings,  tlian  have  |Kr verted  au  inno- 
cent circumftance  by  all  t3ie  malice  of  mifreprfi- 
fcntation,  as  he  did  in  the  followiog  Lu|l»iiicc; 
which  properly  falls  into  this  part  of  the  Ui- 
toty,  as  it  would  be  inexcufablc  to  dofe  thc2£- 
count  of  our  author's  moral  chara^r,  witliaut 
d caring  it  from  the  alperfions  caft  upon  him  by 
Ills  FALSE  F R I  end:  For  this  purpole  it  will  be 
ilifiicierW:  to  flate  the  latlSt  9nd  to  lugj^dl  iki 
Tindicatioa  as  aatur^Ily  arifes  oiit  of  tliole  fads. 

In  the  year  1 749,  a  treatlfe  was  piibliflicd  hj 
Lord  Bolingbroke,  ia titled  letters  on  the  Spirit 


^f> 
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''  refted  fecurely  for  fome  years ;  and  though 
^'  he  was  not  without  lufpicion,  that  they  had 
**  been  communicated  to  more  perfons  than  he 
^  intended  they  fhould  be,  yet  he  was  kept, 
^*  by  repeated  affurances,  even  from  fufpeiJHng 
^  that  any  copies  had  come  into  any  hands. 
^^  But  this  Man  was  no  fooner  dead,  than  he 
^  received  information)  that  an  entire  edition 
^*  of  1500  copies  of  thefe  papers  had  been 
**  printed;  that  this  very  Man  had  corre£ted 
^  the  prefs,  and  that  he  had  left  them  in  the 
^  hands  of  the  printer,  to  be  kept  with  great 
^^  fecrecy  till  farther  orders. 

•*  The  honeft  printer,'*  he  adds,  "  kept  his 
**  word  with  him,  better  than  he  kept  it  with 
■^  his  friend ;  fo  that  the  whole  edition  came  at 
^  laft  into  the  hands  of  the  author,  except  fome 
*'  few  copies  which  this  perfon  had  taken  out  of 
**  the  heap  and  carried  away.  By  thefe  copies/* 
he  continues,  *'  it  appeared,  that  the  Man  who 
^  had  been  guilty  of  this  breach  of  truft,  had 
^*  taken  upon  him  farther  to  divide  the  fubjed:, 
^  and  to  alter  and  omit  paffages,  according  to 
♦*  the  fuggeftion  of  his  own  fancy.** 

This  charge,  it  is  true,  was  not  publifhed 
diredly  by  his  Lordfliip.  It  was  ufhered  into 
the  world  by  an  editor,  worthy  of  fo  dark  an 
office — One  who,  though  he  courted  Mr.  Pope, 
while  living,  with  a  degree  of  abjed;  fervility,  yet 
has  not  fcrupled  to  mention  him,  after  his 
death,  in  the  groffeft  terms  of  rudenefs.  But 
this  editor,  or  to  ufe  his  own  language,  this 

Man, 
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The  cxpencc  of  printing  it  was  certain  :  The 
expe£bition  of  gain  was  uncertain.  Admitting 
it  to  have  been  ever  fo  fure :  the  profpedl  was 
ftill  very  diftant,  and  the  exped:ed  profit  could 
never  arife  but  upon  the  contingency  of  Mr. 
Pope's  being  the  furvivor,  of  which,  as  has 
been  intimated,  the  chance  was  againft  our 
author. 

Befides,  had  Mr.  Pope  confidered  this  as  the 
leaft  breach  of  truft,  or  violation  of  faith  and 
fiiendfhip,  he  would  never  have  bequeathed  his 
papers  to  his  Lordfhip's  care,  nor  have  made 
him  his  executor:  and  by  that  means  have 
dirown  the  impreflion  into  his  hands.  On  the 
contrary,  had  he  been  confcious  of  any  thing 
treacherous  or  even  indelicate,  he  would,  no 
doubt,  have  ordered  the  impreflion  to  be  de- 
ftroyed.  Nay,  had  he  ever  harboured  any  in- 
tentions that  were  bafe  and  perfidious,  he  would 
never  have  fufiered  the  printer  to  have  continued 
mailer  of  the  proofs  of  his  treachery,  but  would, 
fix>m  the  firft,  have  taken  the  copies  into  his  own 
poflefiion.  Add  to  this,  that  Mr.  Pope's  for- 
tune was  fuch,  as  placed  him  far  above  the  little 
temptation  of  benefiting  himfelf  by  fuch  a  bafe 
and  fordid  attempt.  It  is  more  reafonable  there- 
fore to  fuppofe  that  Mr.  Pope  took  this  ftep  out 
of  fondnefs  for  his  friend,  and  partiality  for  the 
merits  of  a  treatife,  which  at  bed  contains  little 
more  than  common-placed  declamation. 

The  pretence  given  by   his  Lordfhip  there- 
forCt  for  this  cruel  treatment  of  his  friend's  me- 
mory, 


Pope  took  of  ahe 
which  he  is  acciife< 
fnent<  wsis  oftly  to 
throne^  and  the  tl 
Patriot  Prince^  in  £1 
fchool  declamation 
with  this  imp6rta: 
€ould  be  4nu:e  bron 
would  ahwayiaSlfi 

Mr.  Pope  kmei 
piece,  no  doubt  c6n< 
as  a  kind  of  otod 


•' '  *  •  * "-'  f^ 
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fte  honour  of  eiit'ertaft 
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chancing  to  afk  Hini  the  k 
the  kingdom  of  Poland, 
that  kingdom,  the  Coun 
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ifiigfit  ofFcf  defence,  without  the  fear  of  giving 
offence,  or  <he'  appfehenfion  of  incurfing  cen- 
fufe.  He  profcably  recolledled  that  the  triends 
of  Virgil,  hid  publifhed  the  Eneid  even  againft 
hii  dying  jfequeft,  and  that,  by  difregarding  hisr 
wiij,  thdy  hid  immortalized  his  fame.  Nay,  it 
is  to  be  ttiote  than  fefpeded  that  he  did  not 
print  tiih  edition  without  the  knowledge  and 
cbfifenf  of  his  Aoble  frieild  :  however  the  latter 
sKi^hf  afterwards  make  this  a  pretence  for  iii-i- 
dulging  his  fpleen  arid  refentment  againft  the 
rfead  pdct^  WhoiH  he  dared  not  to  attack  while 
Utirig; 

That  his  Lordfliip  harboured  fuch  latent 
icfenfmerit  againft  him,  is  not  to  be  doubted  ; 
and  if  arofe  partly  from  Mr.  Pope's  reform  of 
Mis  Ejay  on  Matty  in  opposition  to  his  Lordfliip'd 
fyftem,  of  which  an  account  has  been  already 
given,  and  partly  from  his  friendly  iincerity^ 
oil  another  ck:cafion,  which  mortified  his  Lord-- 
ihip's  exceffive  vanity,  as  appears  from  the  fol- 
Towirig  anecdote,  which  is  extradlcd  from  a  work 
already  mentioned,  intitled  **  A  View  of  Lord 
*^  Bolingbrbke's  Philofophy.'' 

About  the  year  1742,  fome  teeme  before  his. 
Lordfhip^s  return  to  England,  Mr.  Warburtoa 
i^ras  with  Mr.  Pope,  at  Twickenham,  who 
iKeWed  him  a  printed  book  of  Letters  on  thcfiudy 
^Md  iife  of  hiftoryy  and  defired  his  opinion  of  it. 
ft  was  the  firft  volume  of  the  work  fincc  pub- 
filhed  under  that  name.  Mr.  VVarburton  ott 
turning  it  ovei",  told  him  his  thoughts  of  it  with 

great 
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lefcape  his  pen.  The  papers  were  fent  to  Paris, 
and  received  with  unparalleled  indignation. 
Little  broke  out ;  but  fomething  did ;  and  Mr. 
Pop*  found  he  had  not  paid  his  court  by  this 
officious  fervice.  However,  with  regard  to  the 
writer  of  the  papers,  all  was  carried,  when  his 
Lordfliip  came  over,  (as  he  foon  afterwards  did) 
with :  lingular  politenefs ;  and  fuch  a  drain  of 
compliment,  as  men  are  wont  to  beftow  on  thpfe, 
whofe  homage  they  intend  to  gain.  Yet  all  this 
time,  his  Lordfhip  was  meditating  and  com- 
piling an  angry  and  elaborate  anfwer  to  thefe 
private,  hafty  and  well  meant  animadvcrfions. 
And  it  was  as  much  as  they  could  do,  who  had 
moft  intereft  with  him,  to  perfuade  him  at  length 
to  burn  it.  The  event  has  fince  (hewn,  that  it 
had  been  happy  for  his  Lordfliip's  reputation, 
had  the  advice  to  ftrike  out  the  digrcflion  been 
followed,  as  it  is  that  chiefly  which  has  funk 
him  in  the  popular  opinion,  and  loft  him  the 
merit  of  the  very  beft  of  all  his  comjx)litions. 

Mr.  PoPF,  ncvcrthclcfs,  was  ftill  courted  and 
carefTcd  :  and  the  vengeance  trcafurcd  up  againft 
him  for  the  impiety  of  craling  thole  liicred 
pages,  broke  not  out  till  the  poet's  death. 

It  is  not  to  be  wondered  that  his  Lordllilp 
(hould  harbour  fuch  a  pitiiul  rclcntmcnt,  when 
his  charad:cr  is  confidcrcd ;  which  was  vain, 
arrogant,  and  vindiftive.  Rcing  difapjx)inted 
in  his  vicv/s  ox  takir.;^  the  lead  in  the  political 
'world,  he  as  vainly  ar/.cmptcd  to  j^relidc  in  the 
, literary  republic  :    and   as  he   could  not  endure 

IM  m     .  a  Lul- 


xaiie  1:0  nib  puaiic, 
private,  connexions. 

But  Mr.  Pope,  c 
did,  open,  fincere, 
malice  of  envious  c 
that  he  had  a  kind 
blind  partiality  for  ti 
be  colleded  from  w 
tioned,  but  more  par 
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Allen,  he  fays 

*'  I  am  now  alone 
**  his  deeds  for  the 
"  and  fet  fail  the 
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*'  again  the  greatefi 
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*^  man  is  fo  well  v 
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**  Lord  Bolingbroke  has  at  length  fuccecded  to 
**  his  father's  eftate,  and  is  now  in  England  for  a 
**  fortnight  or  three  weeks.  I  believe  it  will  be 
**  the  laft  time  he  will  fee  his  native  country^ 
^^  and  I  fhould  be  a  worfe  man  than  I  am,  if 
*^  this  were  not  a  fenfible  concern  to  me,  on 
**  many  accounts,  fince  no  man,  I  am  per- 
**  fuaded,  is  fo  capable  now  to  ferve  it." 

It  wa,*^  not  only  in  his  familiar  letters,  but 
alfo  in  private  converfation,  that  he  betrayed 
this  cxccffive  partiality  for  fo  undeferving  a 
friend.  He  once  declared,  to  a  common  friend, 
that  **  Lord  Bolingbroke  knew  more  of  Europe, 
^  than  perhaps  all  Europe  put  together." 

Were  there  no  other  circumftances  or  confi- 
derations  to  vindicate  Mr.  Popf,  the  very  ex- 
travagance of  his  attachment  to  Lord  Boling- 
broke, which  bordered  even  upon  imbecility  *, 
would  be  alone  fufficient  to  convince  any  rea- 
fonable  and  impartial  mind,  that  he  could  not, 
from  any  felfifh  confiderations,  be  induced  to 
violate  his  engagements  to  fo  refpedted  and  re- 


•  Ncvcrthclcfs,  Mr.  Pope  was  not  quite  blind  to  the 
weak  part  of  his  Lordihip's  capacity. — In  a  letter  to  Dean 
iiwift,  fpcaking  of  this  favourite  idol,  he  fays — 

•*  Lord  B is  above  trifllni^!     Wh^n    he  writes  of 

•*  any    thing  in  this   world,  he   is  more    thin    mort»l;   if 

*'    EVER  HE  TRlFtES,    IT  MUST    BE  WHEN  HI-   TURNS  Ul- 
••    VINE." 

M  m  2  vc.cd 


Vvirh  fomc  few  literal 
dix,  No.  2*. 

This  noble  extfrtioj 
drew  a  load  of  .ibufe  c 
indignant  and  undiiHr 
little  piece,    as  well  2 
voked  tbe  impotent  ra< 
under  his  la(h,  but  of 
they  were  confcious  ol 
liar  felicity,  however, 
which  he  has  been  trez 
which  could  excite  fuc 
cation  of  kis  Friend^  an 

But  while  wit  and  1 
while  the  generous  w 
valuable*,  while  a  pious 
mankind,  his  Lordfhip 
place  him  among  the  m 


*  It  is  obfcrvahlc,  \\ 
at  that  time,  under  ihe 
Bo/if:£h!ch ',  in  a  note  ( 
that,  to  fuch  as  did  not 
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Having  rcfcued  our  author's  moral  charadler 
from  the  only  imputation  that  was  ever  thrown 
upon  it  (ridiculous  as  it  was)  it  will  perhaps  be 
cxpcdted  that  fome  notice  fhould  be  taken  of  his 
Religion.  It  may  appear  ftrange,  that  one  of 
his  llrong  fenfe  and  liberal  mind,  fliould  perfift 
in  profefling  a  religion,  founded  in  the  groflcft 
error  and  abfurdity,  and  fupportcd  by  the  moft 
manifeft  fraud  and  tyranny. 

But  this  feems  rather  to  have  been  owing  to 
the  tcndernefs  of  his  heart,  than  the  weaknefs 
of  his  head. 

When  we  confider  how  deeply  thofe  principles 
are  imprinted,  which  we  imbibe  in  our  youth, 
and  the  reverence  wc  entertain  for  the  opinions 
of  our  parents,  more  efpecially  when  filial  af- 
fection   comes  in  aid  of    parental  autliority ; 


nobody  knew  but  himfelf.  "  I  wns  fitting  one  day,  fjid 
*'  he,  with  Mr.  Pope,  in  his  laft  illnefb,  who  coininir 
**  fudvlcnly  out  of  a  reverie,  which  you  know  he  fr.quently 
**  fell  into  at  that  time,  and  fixing  his  eyes  Hcd'jftly  un  mc, 
**  Mr.  M — ,  faid  he,  I  have  had  an  odd  kind  of  a  vifion  :  me- 
•'  thought  I  faw  my  own  head  open,  and  /f.oHo  come  out  of 
**  it;  I  then  faw  your  head  open,  and  Ap-.u?  went  inr^  i: ; 
*'  after  which  our  heads  rlofed  up  again."  The  peifin  to 
wh'im  he  addieiil-d  this  idle  difcourfe,  c^u'.d  not  help  fmilin^ 
5t  his  vanity,  and  with  farcaftic  humour  replied, — *'  ^^'hy, 
*'  Sir,  if  1  had  an  intention  of  writing  ;r:/r  lifj,  this  might 
«'  perhaps  be  a  proper  anvcdotc  ;  but  I  d  >  no:  fee,  'hit  in 
**  Mr.  Pcpe's,  it  will  be  of  any  confcqucnce  whatever." 
Ncith'.T  in  truth  would  it  have  appeared  no.v,  did  it  not  ferve 
as  a  t  :;it  to  charaftcrizc  the  pitiful  mftrumcnt  cf  f>  h.Hc  an 
afperfion  on  the  memory  of  fuch  a  worthy  man  and  fuch  kti 
exalted  genius  as  Mr.  VoVr. 

M  m  3  wlicf 


parents,  and  the  eft 

Thefe  were,  no 
which  reftrained  M 
nouncinga  religion 
has  more  than  once 
writings. 

He  tells  us  himfcl 
nal  laws,  and  man) 
for  want  of  honefty 
for  having  too  weal 
heart. 

As  no  one  can  fupr 
candour  muft  neceffar 
Apd  that  this  was  the 
dent  from  the  pious 
I^rd  Oxford's  expref 
Jhouldbemcapableoft 
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But  the  powerful  efFedi  of  Mr.  Pope's  filial 
piety  and  affedHon,  cannot  be  better  exemplified 
than  by  the  following  authentic  anecdote. 

The  Queen  declared  her  intention  of  honour- 
ing him  at  Twitenham  with  a  vilit.  His  mo- 
ther was  then  alive ;  and  left  the  vifit  fhould 
gire  her  pain,  on  account  of  the  danger  his  re- 
ligious principles  mifght  incur  by  an  intimacy 
with  the  court,  his  piety  made  him,  with  great 
duty  and  humility,  beg  that  he  might  decline 
this  honour^. 

Several  of  his  friends,  however,  as  might 
well  be  expected,  were  anxious  that  he  fhould 
abjure  the  profeflion  of  a  religion,  fo  inconfiftent 
with  his  enlightened  underftanding,  and  fo  in- 
jurious to  his  intereft. 

Among  others,  Atterbury  the  Bifhop  of  Ro- 
chefter,  ftrenuoufly  exerted  his  endeavours  for 
that  purpofe.     He  had  often  prefTed  him  to  this 


4-  Some  years  after,  his  mother  being  then  dead,  the 
Prince  of  Wales  condefcended  to  do  him  the  honour  of  a 
vifit :  When  Mr.  Pope  met  him  at  the  water- fide,  he  ex- 
prefied  the  fenfe  of  the  honour  done  him  in  very  proper 
terms,  joined  with  the  moft  dutiful  profcffions  of  attach- 
ment. On  which  the  Prince  faid,  •'  It  is  very  well ;  but  how 
fliall  we  reconcile  your  love  to  a  Prince,  with  your  profeflfed 
indifpofition  to  Kings  :  Since  Princes  will  be  Kings  in  time  ?" 
Sir,  replied  Pope,  I  confider  royalty  under  that  noble 
and  authorifed  type  of  the  Lion  ;  while  he  is  young,  and 
before  his  nails  arc  grown,  he  may  be  approached,  and  caref- 
Ud  with  fafetj  and  pleafure. 

M  m  4  effcSt 


THE    LIFE 


effect  in  private  convcrGiLion,    but  Mr.  Poft 
always  declined  or  eluded  the  fubjctl. 

On  the   deatli  of  his  fatlicrt   however,  the 
Bithop  addrelTcd  him  veiy  feriouHy  on  this  fub- 

jetl,  ill  the  following  letter, 

'*  I  have  nothing  to  fay  to  you  on  that  iBcIao- 
"  choly  fubjeil,  with  an  account  of  which  the 
printed  papers  have  furniflied  me,  but  what 
you  have  aheady  laid  to  yourfclf. 

*^  When  you  have  paid  the  debt  of  lender- 

nefs  you  owe  to  tlie  memory  of  a  father,  i 

doubt  not  but  you  will  turn  your  thoughts 

towards  improving  tliat  accident  to  your  own 

cafe  and  happinefs.     You  have  it  now  in  ynm 

power  to  purfue  that  method  of  iliinking  and 
i:_,:„^  ^,,i.;^u  ,.^,.  i:i—  u^a  >» 


«( 
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^*  parent,  for  whom  no  gains  I  could  make 
would  be  any  equivalent.  But  that  was  not 
my  only  tye :  1  thank  God  another  ftill  re- 
mains (and  long  may  it  remain)  of  the  fame 

^^  tender  nature  :  Genitrix  eft  mihi — and  cxcitfc 
me  if  I  fay  with  Euryalus, 


C( 


ii 


(( 


*'  Nequeam  lacrymas  perferre  parentis.^* 

^*  A  rigid  divine  may  call  it  a  carnal  tye,  but 
^'  fure  it  is  a  virtuous  one ;  at  leaft,  I  am  more 
^*  certain,  that  it  is  a  duty  of  nature  to  preferve 
?*  a  good  parent's  life  and  happinefs,  than  I  am 
f  *  of  any  fpeculative  point  whatfoever. 

*'^  Ignaram  hujiis  quodcunque  pericH 
*'  Hanc  egOy  nuncj  linquam ! 

^*  Tor yjjey  my  Lord,  'would  think  this  feparc^ 
**  tion  more  grievous  than  any  other ;  and  I,  for 
my  part,  know  as  little  as  poor  Euryalus  did 
of  the  fuccefs  of  fuch  an  adventure  (for  an 
adventure  it  is,  and  no  fmall  one,  in  fpite  of 
the  moft  pofitive  divinity.)  Whether  the 
change  would  be  to  my  fpiritual  advantage, 
God  only  knows  :  this  I  know,  that  I  mean 
as  well  in  the  religion  I  now  profcfs,  as  I  can 
poflibly  ever  do  in  another.  Can  a  man  who 
thinks  fo  juftify  a  change,  even  if  he  thought 
both  equally  good  ?  To  fuch  an  one,  the  part 
**  of  joining  with  any  one  body  of  Chriftians 
"  might  perhaps  be  cafy,  but  I  think  it  would 
ff  not  be  fo,  to  renounce  the  other. 


1  warmed  my 

**  quence  was, 

"  a  Proteftant  1 

*•  bookltead*. 

"  the  famie  cafe, 

*•  notfoproperh 

^    fee  how  litth' 

*  converfion.     / 

*'  your  LordQiip 

"  Jigion,  if  we  i 

'  one  another;  ; 

;;  abfe  Chriffians 

talk  eftoi^h  to£ 

thing  to  do  to 

"ve  m  peace  w« 

„  '*  ^s  ft)  the  tem 
^  cwi  have  no  difp 
^    all  the  beneficial 
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fancy,  what  I  think  yon  do  but  fancy,  that 
••  I  have  any  talents  for  aairelife,  I  want  health 
**  for  it ;  and  befides  it  is  a  real  truths  I  have 
kfs  inclination  (if  poffible)*  than  ability. 
ContemplatiTe  life  is  not  only  my  fccne,  but 
it  it  my  habit  too.  I  begun  my  life  where 
inoft  people  end  theirs,  with  a  dif-reliih  of  all 
"  that  the  world  calls  ambition  :  I  do  not  know 
"  why  it  is  called  ft>,  for  to  me  it  always  feertied 
••  to  be  rather  ftboping  than  climbing.  Til  tell 
••  you  my  politic  and  religious  fentiment^  in  a 
*•  few  words.  In  my  politics,  I  think  no  fur*- 
"  ther  than  how  to  preferve  the  peace  of  my 
•*  Hfe,  in  any  government  under  which  1  live ; 
**  nor  in  my  religion,  than  to  preferve  the  peace 
**  of  my  confcience  in  any  church  with  which  I 
^'  communicate.  I  hope  all  churches  and  all 
♦*  governments  are  fo  far  of  God,  as  they  are 
^*  rightly  underftood,  and  rightly  adminiftered : 
**  and  where  they  are,  or  may  be  wrong,  I  leave 
^  it  to  God  alone  to  mend  or  reform  them ; 
**  which  whenever  he  does,  it  muft  be  by  greater 
♦*  inflruments  than  I  am.  I  am  not  a  Papift, 
**  for  I  renounce  the  temporal  invafions  of  the 
"  papal  power,  and  deteft  their  arrogated  autho- 
•*  rity  over  princes  and  dates.  I  am  a  Catholic 
•*  in  the  ftridcft  fenfe  of  the  word.  If  I  was 
*'  born  under  an  abfolute  prince,  I  would  be  a 
**  quiet  fubjeft ;  but  I  thank  God  I  was  not.  I 
"  have  a  due  fenfe  of  the  excellence  of  the 
•*  Britifli  conftitution.  In  a  word,  the  things 
"  I  have  always  wiihed  to  fee,  are  not  a 
**  Roman  Catholic,  or  a  French  Catholic,  or  a 
^  Spaniik  Catholic,  but  a  true  Catholic:  and 

"  not 
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**  tial ;  but,"  he  added,  *'  it  will  look  right,  and  I 
**  heartily  thank  you  for  putting  me  in  mind 
"  of  it*/' 

Thefe  words  alone,  fpoken  on  fo  folemn  an 
occafion,  are  fufficient,  without  any  other  cir- 
cumftances,  to  point  out  to  thofe  of  any  pene- 
tration, what  has  been  intimated  above,  that  our 
author's  underftanding  was  too  folid  and  acute 
to  be  perverted  by  the  fallacy  and  foppery  of  a 
religion,  which  can  only  impofc  upon  the 
vulgar. 

To  the  reafons before  afligned,  why  Mr.  Pope 
did  not,  on  the  death  of  his  mother,  publickly 
renounce  the  Romifh  religion,  it  may  be  added, 
that  the  contempt  with  which  converts  are  too 
often  treated,  and  the  fufpicion  which  is  gene- 
rally entertained  of  their  fincefity,  more  efpc- 
cially  when  their  converfion  inclines  to  that  fide 
to  which  temporal  intercft  gives  a  bias,  were 
motives  which  muft  have  very  powerfully  co- 
operated on  one  of  our  author's  extreme  deli- 
cacy and  fcnfibility,  which  made  him  abhor  the 
thought  of  being  fufpedled  to  facrifice  his  reli- 
gious principles,  from  any  motive  of  worldly 
honour  or  intereft. 


•  Mr.  Hooke,  on  this  occafion,  told  the  prcfcnt  Bifhop 
of  Gloiiccfter,  that  the  prieft,  whom  he  had  proviJcJ  to  do 
the  laft  office  to  the  dying  man,  came  out  tVoni  him,  pene- 
trated to  the  laft  degree  with  the  ftatc  of  mind  in  which  he 
found  his  penitent  j  rcfigncd  and  wrapt  up  in  ::.e  love  of  God 
and  mail. 
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the  Ix)r4'6  Prayer,  to  obviate  all  fufpicion«  of  his 
inclining  toward  fate  and  naturalifm,  by  (hew* 
ing  his  firm  belief  of  Revelation,  his  religious 
^cquielicencc  in  the  fupreine  will,  and  bis  confix* 
dence  full  of  hope  and  immortality. 

He  was  wont  to  fay,  among  his  private 
friends,  that  *^  he  was  fo  certain  of  the  fours 
*'  being  immortal,  that  he  feemed  to  feel  it 
♦*  within  him,  as  it  were  by  intuition.'* 

A  day  or  two  before  his  death,  he  was,  as  is 
common  in  the  laft  ftage  of  his  diforder,  at 
times,  delirious.  In  one  of  thefe  temporary 
abfenccs  of  reafon,  or  rather  in  one  of  its  dif- 
orders,  he  rofe  by  four  in  the  morning,  and  a 
friend  at  that  time  with  him  and  anxious  for 
him,  w^ent  and  fought  after  him,  and  found  him 
in  his  library  very  bufy  in  writing.  He  perfuaded 
him  to  defift,  and  took  away  the  paper  unper- 
ceived,  to  (hew  it  to  Mr.  Warburton.  But  what 
does  the  reader  conjecture  was  the  fubjcd:  of  this 
great  man's  difordered  thoughts  ?  It  was  on 
the  Immortality  of  the  Soul:  on  a  theory  of  his 
ownjuft  then  excogitated;  in  which  he  fpcaks 
of  thofe  material  things  which  tend  to  ftrengthen 
and  fupport  the  foul's  immortality,  and  of  thofe 
which  weaken  and  deftroy  it.  Vifions  fuggefted 
to  him,  from  former  reflexions  on  his  own  cafe. 
This  is  only  mentioned  to  fliew,  that  the  fame 
momentous  ideas  poflbfled  his  mind  both  in 
fickneis  and  health,  in  the  fane  and  indue  ftate 
of  his  mind. 
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ray,    his    Majcfty's    folicitor    general,    and 
George  Arbuthnot,  of  the  Court  of  Exche- 
quer, Efq;  the  furvivors  or  fuirvivor  of  them^ 
^*  executors  of  this  my  laft  will  and  teftament. 


CI 


**  But  all  the  manufcript  and  unprinted  pa- 
^*  pers,  which  I  fhaU  leave  at  my  deceafe,  I 
defire  may  be  delivered  ^to  my  noble  friend^ 
Henry  St.  John,  Lord  Bolirigbroke,  to  whofe 
fole  care  and  judgment  I  commit  theiri,  either 
to  be  prel^erved  or  to  be  deftroyed ;  or,  in  cafe 
•*  he  fliall  not  furvive  me,  to  the  abovefaid  Earl 
^*  of  Marchmont.  Thefe,  who  in  the  courfe  of 
my  life  have  done  me  all  other  good  oflSces, 
will  not  refufe  me  this  laft  after  my  death  :  I 
**  leave  them  therefore  this  trouble,  as  a  mark 
**  of  my  truft  and  frieiidfhip;  only  defiring 
**  them  each  to  accept  of  fome  fmall  memorial 
of  me :  That  my  Lord  Bolingbroke  will  add 
to  his  library  ill  the  volumes  of  my  worka 
**  aAd  tranflations  of  Homer,  bound  in  red 
Morocco,  and  the  eleven  volumes  of  thofe 
of  Erafmus  :  That  my  Lord  Marchmont  will 
take  ihe  large  paper  edition  of  Thuanus,  by 
Buckley,  and  that  portrait  of  Lord  Boling- 
broke, by  Richardfon,  which  he  Ihall  prefer  t 
That  my  Lord  Bathurft  will  find  a  place  foif 
the  three  ftatues  of  the  Hercules  of  Farnefe, 
the  Venus  of  Medicis,  and  the  Apollo  in 
chiaro  ofcuroy  done  by  Knellcr  i  That  Mr* 
Murray  will  accept  of  the  marble  head  of! 
*'  Homer,  by  Bernini ;  and  of  Sir  Ifaac  New- 
**  ton,  by  Guelfi  :  and  that  Mr.  Arbuthnot  will 
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'.*  fuaded  he  will  not  diflike,  to  the  benefit  of 
**  the  Bath  hofpital  *. 

*•  I  give 


♦  The  reader  cannot  fail  to  be  fmitten  with  the  apparent 
coolnefs  which  Mr.  Pope,  by  this  cxtraordinar}"  bequeft, 
betrays  towards  his  truly  amiable  and  generous  friend  Mr. 
Allen :  and  the  impartiality  of  hiftory  will  not  allow  me  to 
conceal  the  caufc. 

Mr,  PoPK*s  extravagant  attachment  to  Mrs.  Blount  is 
well  known,  and  ftrongly  difplayird  in  this  Will  itfelf. 
About  a  year  before  Mr.  Pope's  death,  this  Lady,  at  the 
defire  of  Mr.  Pope  and  Mr.  Allen,  paid  a  viftt  to  the  latter 
at  Prior  Park,  where  (he  behaved  hcrfelf  in  fo  arrogant  and 
unbecoming  a  manner,  that  it  occafioned  an  irreconcileable 
breach  between  her  and  fome  part  of  Mr.  Allen's  family. 
As  Mr.  Pope's  extreme  friendlhip  and  affeflion  for  Mrs. 
Blount,  made  him  confult  her  in  all  his  concerns,  fo  when  he 
was  about  making  his  laft  will,  he  advifed  with  her  on  the 
occafion ;  and  (he  declared  to  him  (he  would  not  accept  the 
large  provi(ion  made  by  it  for  herfelf,  unlefs  he  returned 
back,  by  way  of  legacy,  all  that  he  had  received  of  Mr. 
Allen,  on  any  account :  and  Mr.  Pope,  with  the  greateft 
reluctance,  complied  with  the  infirmity  of  fuch  a  vindictive 
^irit. 

Mr.  Allen,  on,  reading  this  claufe,  and  obferving  thtfum 
mentioned,  fmiled  and  faid — <<  Poor  Mr.  Pope  was  always 
««  a  bad  accomptant  j  however,"  fays  hr,  **  I  will  rective 
*^  the  legacy  (as  Mrs.  Blount  is  the  refiduary  legatee)  and 
^*  give  it  to  the  Bath  hofpital :"  which  he  accordingly  did. 
And  to  (hew  that  his  a(Fc<^ion  to  Mr.  Pope  was  ftiil  the  fame 
(laying  all  that  was  blameable  in  this  aflFair  to  the  charge  of 
Mrs.  Blount)  he  doubled  the  legacy  Mr.  Pope  left  to  his 
fiiithful  and  favourite  fervant  John  Searl,  and  look  him  and 
his  family  into  bis  protedion. 

One  of  Mr.  Pope's  intimate  friends,  who  was  obliged  to 
bim  for  all  he  had,  being  difappointed  by  his  will,  had  the 
iofolence  to  obfcrve  on  this  occafion,  that  ^*  thi public  faid 

N  n  2  (hiding 
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I  giYc  and  devifb  lo  my  fifter-m-Iaw,  Mn. 
Magdalen  Racketi  the  film  of  tlircc  huodiv^ 
pounds  J  and  to  ber  fonsi  ileiiry,  and  Robert 
Racket,  one  linndrcd  pounds  each.  1  alfo 
rclcafe  and  give  to  her  all  my  liglit  and  ioterdl 
in  and  upon  a  bond  of  five  hundred  poundit 
due  to  me  trom  her  fon  MichacL  I  alio  give 
her  the  family  plflurcs  of  my  father,  mother, 
and  aiints^  and  the  diamond  ring  my  mother 
wore,  and  her  golden  watch.  1  give  to  Eraf^ 
nnislA^wis,  GiltK^rt  Wed,  Sir  Glemait  G^tte- 
rctl,  WiHiam  Roltintbfr,  Nathaniel  Hot)k| 
Kfqtiircs^  and  to  Mrs.  Anne  ArUutfmot,  to 
each  tlic  Turn  of  Bvc  poinds,  to  be  laid  out  in 
a  ring,  or  any  mcmurial  of  me  ;   and  to  mj 
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fervant,  John  Searl,  who  has  faithfully  and 
•  ably  ferved  me  many  years,  I  give  and  dcvile 
**  the  fum  of  one  hundred  pounds,  over  and 
**  above  a  yearns  wages  to  hinifelf  and  his  wife  ; 
**  and  to  the  poor  of  the  p^rifli  of  Twickenham, 
**  twenty  pounds,  to  be  divided  among  them  by 
**  the  faid  John  Searl :  And  it  is  my  will,  if 
•*  the  faid  John  Seart  die  before  me,  that  the  faid 
**  fum  of  one  hundred  pounds  go  to  his  wife  or 
**  children, 

•'  Item,  I  give  and  devife  to  Mrs.  Martha 
**  Blount,  younger  daughter  of  Mrs.  Martha 
**  Blount,  late  of  Wcl^k-ftrect,  Cavendifh- 
**  iquare,  the  fum  of  one  thoufand  pounds  im- 
**  mediately  on  my  deceafe :  and  all  the  furni- 
*^  ture  of  my  grotto,  urns  in  my  garden,  houfe- 
^  hold-goods,  chattels,  plate,  or  whatever  is 
*^  not  otberwife  difpofed  of  in  this  my  will,  I 
**  give  and  devife  to  the  faid  Mrs.  Martha 
*'  Blount>  out  of  a  (incere  regard,  and  long 
*^  friendffiip  for  her.  And  it  is  my  will,  that 
**  my  abovefaid  Executors,  the  furvivors  or  fur- 
•*  vivor  of  them,  fhall  take  an  account  of  all  my 
"  eftate,  money  or  bonds,  &c.  and,  after  paying 
*'  my  debts  and  legacies,  fhall  place  out  all  the 
**  refidue  upon  government,  or  other  fecurities, 
'**  according  to  their  befl  judgment;  and  pay  the 
•*  produce  thereof,  half-yearly,  to  the  faid  Mrs. 
^*  Martha  Blount,  during  her  natural  life :  and 
"  after  her  deceafe,  I  give  the  fum  of  one  thoufand 
**  pounds  to  Mrs.  Ms^dalen  Racket,  and  her 
**  fons,  Robert,  Henry,  and  John,  to  be  divided 
**  equally  among  them,  or  to  the  furv  ivors  or 

N  n  3  •*  fur- 
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This  is.  my  1; 
with  my  own  1 
"  this  twelfth  da 
"  our  Lord,  one 
"  forty-three. 


"  Signed,  fealcd 

"  by  the  Tefta 

**  will  and  t< 

"  prefenct 

**  Radn< 
"  Steph. 
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Soon  after  he  had  made  his  will,  he  wrote  a, 
letter  to  the  learned  commentator  on  his  works, 
wherein  is  the  following  pathetic  paflage.  "  I 
*^  own,"  fays  he,  "  the  late  encroachments  upon 
**  my  conllitution,  make  me  willing  to  fee  the 
^*  end  of  all  farther  care  about  me  or  my  works. 
**  I  would  reft  for  the  one,  in  a  full  refignation 
*'  of  my  l)eing  to  be  difpofed  of  by  the  Father 
**  of  all  mercy  ;  and  for  the  other  (though  in- 
"  deed  a  trifle,  yet  a  trifle  may  be  feme  example) 
**  I  would  commit  them  to  the  candour  of  a  fcn- 
**  fible  and  reflecting  judge,  rather  than  to  the 
^  malice  of  every  fhort-fighted  and  malevolent 
"  critic,  or  inadvertent  and  cenforious  reader : 
*'  And  no  hand  can  fet  them  in  fo  good  a  light, 
**  or  fo  well  can  turn  their  beft  lide  to  the  day, 
**  as  your  own,** 

In  the  year  1751,  was  publifhed  a  com  pleat 
edition  of  Mr.  Pope's  wbrks.  In  what  manner 
it  was  executed,  and  how  far  Mr.  Pope  has 
been  juftified  in  the  choice  he  made  both  of  a 
friendii  and  a  critic,  the  approbation  of  the  im- 
.  partial  public  has  long  fmce  determined. 

To  that  impartial  tribunal,  I  fubmit  the  fore- 
going flxeets,  in  which  I  have  endeavoured  to  da, 
juftice  to  Mr.  Po  pe*s  charadter,  whether  he  is  con- 
fidered  as  an  author,  or  as  a  man.  If  I  have  been 
miftaken  in  my  judgment  of  his  literary  capacity, 
his  writings  are  in  every  body's  hands,  and  the 
reader's  better  tafte  will  corredt  me.  In  the  de- 
lineation of  his  fnoral  chara^er,  I  have  been . 
N  n  4  more 
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jiiorc  attentive   to  preferve  a  faithful  l&cncA^ 
than  to  draw  a  graceful  pi£ture* 

1  he  work,  fuch  as  it  is,  wiH^  not,  I  truft,  be 
aUojjethcr  without  its  ufe:  One  of  the  moft  in-' 
Ihiicllvc  gifts   to  pofterity,  being  the  Life  of  | 

M:in  of  GhN  I  us  and  Vi  KTUE. 
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LETTERS 

FROM 

Mr.    POP  E, 

TO 

A  A  R  O  N    H  I  L  L,    Efq; 


LETTER    I. 
Frm  Mr.  Po  ?  s,  /^  A  a  R  o  n  H  i  l  l»  Efq\ 

SIR,  Jan.  269  1 730-3 r. 

I  AM  oblige^  to  you  for  your  compliment,  and  can  truly 
fay,  I  never  gave  you  juft  caufe  of  coipplaint.  You  once 
miftook  on  a  bcSokfeller's  idle  report  ^,  and  publickly  ex- 
prefled  your  miftake ;  yet  you  miftook  a  fecond  time,  that 
two  initial  letters,  only  f,  were  meant  of  you,  though  every 
letter  in  the  alphabet  was  put  in  the  fame  manner :  and,  ia 
truth  (except  lome  few)  thofe  letters  were  fet  at  random  to 
Qccafion  what  they  did  occafion,  the  fufpicion  of  bad  and 


*  Of  what  was  Mr,  Pope*8  opinion  of  Mr.  HilPt  poem  cailcJ 
the  Northern fiar. 

t  The  initial  letters  to  di^chiradert  of  tbefeverti  Iclndf  of  o?. 
^\\x%  in  the  Profond^  in  the  ^th  (;bap.  ^^  $b%  4rt  •/ J^ing  in  i*'.rr.». 
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Jealous  writers^  of  which  number  I  could  never  reckofi 
HrlU  and  moft  of  whofe  names  I  did  not  Ictiowr. 

Upon  this  mi  flake  yoti  were  ioo  ready  lo  mttack  mc,  in  t 
paper  of  very  pretty  verfes^iri  fomc  public  journml,— -I  OkhiU 
iiiiaginc  the  Dun  clad  meant  you  i  real  complimtntf  and  b 
it  has  been  thoui^ht  by  many,  who  hive  atfted^  tc  whiHTitliat 
paflkge  made  that  oblique  Panegyric  ?  As  to  the  notci,  I 
am  weary  of  tdlii^g  a  great  truth,  which  b,  that  I  am  not 
author  of  them  j  though  I  love  truth  fo  wcll^  as  fairly  totdl 
yuu,  Sir,  I  think  even  that  note  acommcndatton,  and  fljoyli 
think  myfelf  not  ill  ufed  /^  havi  thi  fmu  xmrdt  faid  of  mi*: 
therefoie,  belii^ve  me,  I  never  was  other  thatt  £rtepdi|  to 
yon,  in  rny  oft'ji  mind. 

Have  I  not  much  morcrestibn  to  tomph'm  of  ilf€  Ca%3M?f 
Wh<^re  give  mc  leave.  Sir,  to  tell  you,  with  the  fame  lo^  olF 
truth,  ;ind  with  the  franknefs  it  lafpired  (whkh^  I  hop^you 
will  fee,  through  this  whole  lctt<fi,)   I  .;fii  hlQy  abufed^  In  _ 
being  rep  r- fen  ted  ^^Jh^Gkin^ly  tQ  afprffue^  and  uani  tbt  %mr^  ^k 
*'  id  chcri/h^  ^r   hifrund  mtn  §f  FmriL'*     It  i*,  iiidord,  Sifj 
ft  very  great  error  i  I  am  fofry  the  author  of  that  reilc^tioii 
knew  me  no  btcter,  and  happened   to  he  uftknown  fo  tkofe  f 
who  could  have  better  informed  him:  for  1  h:iyc  the  charity  " 
to  thtnk,  he  was  mifled  oidy  by  his  ignorance  of  me,  and 
the  benevolence  to  furghc  the  worft  thing  that  erer  {m  mf  h 
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poetical  capacity  ;  I  only  thought  it  a  little  better,  compa- 
ratively, than  that  of  fome  very  mean  writers,  who  are  too 
proud. — But,  I  do  know  certainly ^  my  mox^lL  Wft  \s  fuperiar 
to  that  of  moft  of  the  win  of  thefe  days.  This  is  a  filly 
letter,  but  it  will  (hew  you  my  mind  honeftly,  and,  I  hopC) 
convince  you,  I  can  be,  and  am. 

Sir, 

Your  very  affeSiionat$ 

and  humbli  Servant, 

A.  Pope. 


LETTER    11. 
Frcm  Mr.  Pope,  /«  Aaron   Hill,  Efqi 

Parfons  Gran,  Feb.  5,  1730-r. 

SINCE  I  am  fully  fatisfied  we  are  each  of  us  flnccr^y  and 
affcdlionatelv  fervants  to  the  other,  1  defire  we  may  be 
no  further  mifled  by  the  warmth  of  writing  on  this  fubieA. 
If  you  think  1  have  (hewn  too  much  weaknefsy  or  if  I  think 
you  have  (hewn  too  much  warmth,  let  us  forgive  one  an- 
other's temper.  I  told  you  I  thought  my  letter  a  fiil v  one  ; 
but  the  more  I  thought  fo,  the  more  in  (ending  it  I  mewed 
my  truft  in  your  good  difpofition  toward  me.  I  am  forry 
you  took  it  to  have  an  air  of  negle^,  or  fuperiority :  becaufe  I 
know  in  my  heart,  I  had  not  the  Icaft  thought  of  being  any 
way  fuperior  to  Mr.  Hill ;  and,  far  from  t'.c  lead  defi^n  to 
{hew  ncgle£t  to  a  gentleman  who  vas  flicwing  me  civility^ 
I  meant  in  return  to  (hew  him  a  better  thing,  ancerity  ; 
which!  am  forry  (houlJ  be  fo  ill  cxprcii-  J  as  lo  fcem  ruac- 
nefs.  I  meant  but  to  complain  as  frankly  as  you,  that  all 
complaints  on  both  fides  might  be  out,  and  at  a  period  for 
ever :  I  meant  by  this  to  have  laid  a  furer  foundation  for 
your  opinion  of  me  for  the  future,  that  it  might  no  more  be 
ihakcn  by  miftakcs  or  whifpcrs. 

I  am  fuie,  Sir,  you  have  a  hi: her  opinion  of  my  poetry 
than  1  m)fclf.  But  I  am  (0  dcTtrous  you  (hould  hav^rajuft 
one  of  me  every  way,  that  1  wiOi  you  underftood  b  th  my 
temper  in  general,  and  my  jufti^.c  to  you  in  particular, 
better  than  1  find  my  letter  rcprcfentcd  them.  I  wi(h  it  the 
more,  fmce  you  tell  me  how  ill  a  pidure  my  enemies  take 

upoa 


5S& 
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upon  thrm  to  pive,  of  the  mind  erf  a  inan  they  are  utt^ 
llrnnLi,^T^  to.  However,  you  wril  ohtcrvc^  that  muchyj^i^ 
; ;  ii  Li  f7f  1  ?/  f  u «  ;a  re  a  H 1 1 1  c  i  ncon  fi  ftea  t  with  mgU^ff^  an  d  a  n  opi- 
luun  o\  jupn iGrtty,  To \^2. rd s  t he m ,  G od  k no ws^  \  w*  Tirr 
tr!r  rrny  emotiorn,  but  what  bad  writers  raife  in  all  men, 
iK  f'  '  ntlr  fill  =i  of  liughter  or  pity  :  that  I  w^s  fo  opca, 
ton^iJK^i,  and  kriijus,  with  rcfpcfl  ta  you  only,  is  fure  a 
p:;-tif  nf  u  tJ,  not  negkci.  For  in  truth,  nothing  Ofcf 
V.  \  u  jjm^.  Ei*'  I  iaw*  your  epigram  againft  Dr.  Swift  and  mc 
i'«;iV"  -rjiU  ifV  vfnrr  piiptrs :  and  this,  indeed,  dki  vex  me^  ta 

IK  r  *Lc  I  tuj..  A.  H.  were  applied  to  you  in  the  papers, 
(  u.A  1,^;  L.u  \v  iUit  I  feldom  read  them)  i  1  heard  it  ont/ 
f  .  M  Ml .  S.  I'  i  l.oin  yourfelf,  and  fcnt  my  afliiranccs  to  ihc 
I  .'!it  .n  y.  t>.it  1  du  not  fee  how  the  annotator  on  the  Di»n- 
K  n]  c^Hsl !  h..vr:  iLxhti^d  that  miftake,  paUkkfy^  witbotit  par- 
ilc\i\  ih/'u  ^  '  '  vi/;,/,  in  a  book  where  I  thought  it  too ^^ood 
t<j  II  iiiitiLi  ^'»  Kn  duubt  he  lias  applied  that  paffage  in  the 
]^  1 1 J  )  ( iu  ^  1  V  I  lie  llury  he  teJIs  ;  but  hia  mention  of  hmks^y 
fy,  hi  fiJiiK*  \\\  your  juvmi/f  pieces^  I  think,  was  meant  fo 
111!  w,  th.U  p.idli^e  hinted  onfy  at  that  eliegarhiil  muddinffs^ 
?  •!  ij  1  ^  >  i  M  M\  v  1 01' ffi  fort  df  dirt ,  wi  c  h  w h  re  b  fo ^ e  ot her 
vn  ,ii      V,  ci'L*  t)\.jr';!L'(i.     I   hate  tn   fay  what  will  not  be  be- 


APPENDIX,    Nd.  Ti  Ssf 

Vou  cannot  in  your  cool  judgment  think  it  fair  to  fix  i 
tnan*s  character  on  a  point,  of  which  you  do  not  give  oo» 
inflance  ?  Name  but  the  man,  or  men,  to  whom  I  have 
unjuftly  omitted  approbation  or  encouragement,  and  I  will 
be  ready  to  do  them  juftice.  I  think  I  have  puilickly  praifed 
all  the  bcft  writers  of  my  time,  except  yourfelf,  and  fuch  as 
I  haiH  had  no  fair  opportunity  to  praife.  As  to  the  great  and 
p^pldm^  I  have  praifed  but  few,  and  thofe  at  the  timesf 
when  they  were  leaji  popular.  Many  of  thofe  writers  have 
done  nothing  elfe  but  flattered  the  Great  and  Popular,  or 
been  worfe  employed  by  them  in  partv-ftuff.  I  do  indeed 
think  it  no  great  prtde  in  me,  to  fpeak  aoout  them  with  fome 
air  of  fuperiority;  and  this.  Sir,  muft  be  the  caufe  (and  na 
other)  that  made  me  addrefs  that  declarathn  of  my  temper 
towards  them^  to  y$Uy  who  had  accufed  me  of  the  contrary; 
not,  I  alTure  you,  from  the  lead  imagination  of  any  refem- 
blance  between  you  and  them,  either  in  merit  or  circum- 
fiances* 

\  named  Mr.  Dennis,  becaufe  you  diftinguifh  htm4ironi 
the  reft :  fo  do  I.  But,  moreover,  he  was  uppermoft  in  my 
thoughts,  from  having  endeavoured  (before  your  admonition) 
to  promote  his  affair,  with  Lord  Wilmington,  Lord  LanP* 
down.  Lord  filandford,  and  Mr.  Pulteney,  &c.  who  pro* 
mifcd  me  to  favour  it.  But  it  would  be  unjuft  to  meafure 
my  good-will  by  the  cScdls  of  it  on  the  Great,  many  of 
whom  are  the  laft  men  in  the  world  who  will  pay  tributes  oi 
this  fort,  from  their  own  un-gtving  nature ;  and  many  of 
whom  laugh  at  me  when  I  ferioufly  petition  for  Mr.  Dennis« 
After  this,  I  muft  not  name  the  many  whom  I  have  fruit-* 
leily  folicited  :  I  hope  yet  to  be  more  fuccefsful.  But,  Sir, 
you  feem  too  iniquitous  in  your  conceptions  of  me,  when 
you  fancy  I  called  fuch  things y^iV^i,  I  called  them  but 
humane  offices  :  fcrviccs  I  faid  I  would  tcnitv  him,  //  /  could. 
I  would  a(k  a  place  for  life  for  him ;  and  I  have  \  but  that  is 
not  in  my  power :  if  it  was,  it  would  be  ^Jeruice^  and  £ 
wifli  it. 

I  mentioned  the  pojfibiliiy  of  Mr.  D.'s  abuflng  me  for  for- 
giving him,  becaufe  he  adtually  did,  in  print,  lately  rcpre* 
lent  my  poor,  undefizning,  fubfcriptions  to  him,  to  be  the 
effed^  of  fear  and  defire  to  ftop  his  critiques  upon  me.  I 
wi(h  Mr.  Hill  would  (for  once)  think  fo  candidly  of  me,  as 
to  believe  me  fincere  in  one  declaration,  that  <*  I  dcfire  no 
**  man  to  belye  his  own  judgment  in  my  favour.*'    There- 

fore> 


I  am  very  fenfible,  that 
^I  fay  not,  will)  make  me 
only  that  muft  make  me  bei 
deviation  from  grcatnefs  ofn 
or  the  honcft  enjoyments  c 
confefs  that  meannefs.     Th 
more  refent  any  attempt  ag: 
I  know   to  be  unjuft)  thai 
(which,  for  all  I  know,  ma 

Pray  then.  Sir,  excufe  my 
one.     I  end  as  I  begun.     Y 
when  I  wrote  it :  Yours  ar 
neither  health  nor  time  to 
whole  book  of  retradtetions 
^atly  improve  your  criticifir. 
and  manners  I  do  not  yet  re| 
find  in  my  heart  I  continue 
mony  (even  as  little  as  I  def 
fincerely,  Sir, 


•  Mr.  H.  had  told  him  that 
propriety  and  impropriety  in  dejign^ 
hj  exampl  /  In  bctb  kinds ^  from  tk 
li  woaiu  treate  the  lead  pain  in  I 
h»  hftrt  'r*  V — 
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LETTER    III. 
From  Mr.  Pope,  to  Aaron  Hill,  Efq\ 

Sept.  I,  173T. 

I  COULD  not  perfuade  myfelf  to  write  to  you  fmce  your 
great  lofs,  till  I  hoped  you  had  received  fome  alleviation 
to  it,  from  the  only  hand  which  can  give  any,  that  of  Time, 
Not  to  have  mentioned  it,  however  fafhionable  ic  may  be,  I 
think  unnatural,  and  in  fome  fenfe  inhuman;  and  I  fear 
the  contrary  cuflom  is  too  much  an  excufe,  in  reality,  for 
that  indifference  we  too  ufually  have  for  the  concern  of 
another  :  in  truth,  that  was  not  my  cafe :  I  know  the  rea* 
fon  of  one  man  is  of  little  efFc£l  toward  the  refignation  of 
another ;  and  when  I  compared  the  forces  of  yours  and  mine, 
I  doubted  not  which  had  the  advantage,  even  though  in 
your  own  concern.  'Tis  hard,  that  in  thefc  tender  afflic- 
tions the  greatnefs  of  the  mind  and  the  goodnefs  are  oppofite 
to  each  other ;  and  that  while  reafon,  and  the  confideration 
upon  what  conditions  we  receive  all  the  goods  of  this  life, 
operate  towards  our  quiet ;  even  the  bcft  of  our  paffions 
(which  are  the  fame  things  with  the  fufteft  of  our  virtues) 
refufe  us  that  comfort.  But  I  will  fay  no  more  on  this  me- 
lancholy fubjedt  The  whole  intent  of  this  letter  is  to  tell 
you  how  much  I  wi(h  you  capable  of  confolation,  and  ho^ 
much  I  wifli  to  know  when  you  find  yourfelf  fo.  I  would 
hope  you  begin  to  feek  it,  to  amufe  your  mind  with  thofe 
ftudies  of  which  Tully  fays,  Advcrfts  ptrfugittm  ^  frlatium 
prabcnty  and  to  tranfcribe  (if  I  may  (o  exprcfs  it)  your  own 
Ibftneffcs  and  generous  paffions  into  the  hearts  of  others 
who  more  want  them.  1  do  not  flatter  you  in  faying,  I 
think  your  tragedy  will  do  this  effcdtually  (to  which  I  had 
occafion,  the  other  day,  to  do  juftice  to  Mr.  Wilks)  or  what- 
ever  clfc  you  chufe  to  divert  your  own  paffion  with,  and  to 
raife  that  of  your  readers. — I  wi(h  the  change  of  place,  or 
the  views  of  nature  in  the  country,  made  a  part  of  your 
fchemc. — You  once  thought  of  Richmond — I  wifbyou  were 
there,  or  nearer.  I  have  thrice  mifled  of  you  in  town,  the 
only  times  I  have  been  there  :  my  laft  month  was  paflcd  at 
my  Lord  Cobham's,  and  in  a  journey  through  Oxfordshire  : 
I  wi(h  you  as  fufceptible,  at  this  time,  of  thefe  pleafures  as 
I  am*    I  have  been  truly  concerned  for  you,  and  for  your 

daughter. 


ItiA  V  c*  Deen,  ano  yi 
thcr*s  rclapfc,  if  thai 
^  conftant  and  regular  de 
all  probability,  from  w 
iveekSf  yet  in  no  direft 
fufFer  for  her,  for  myfcl 
what  you  have  felt  at  t 
fef^K  and  of  what  I  proba 
fuffer,  in  the  lofs  of  one 
fince  I  faw  your  letter)  ( 
hioufe  a  fcene  of  forrows 
I  begin  to  think  I  (hall  j 
fon  to  (hun.  In  the  ro 
tnent  of  this  melancholy 
^omfort  in  imagining  1 
prompted  to  poetry  in  tl 
you  a  few  lines  1  fent 
particular  friend,  Indec 
you  any  thing  elfe,  or 
are  fpiritlcfs,   and  incorn 

While  evVy  joy,  fucc 
Be  no  unpleafing  mcla 
Mc  long,  i.h  long  !  m 
To  rock  the  cradle  of 
With  lenient  a  ts  pro! 
Make  lani^uor  fmile.  : 
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Whether  that  bleffing  be  dcny'd,  or  giv*n. 
Thus  far,  is  right  -,  the  reft  belongs  to  heav'n. 

Kxcufe  this,  in  a  man  who  is  weak  and  wounded,  but  not 
by  his  enemies,  but  for  his  friends.  I  wi(b  you  the  conti- 
nuance of  ail  that  is  yet  dear  to  you  in  life,  and  am  truly. 


LETTlER    V. 
Prom  Mr.  Pope,  fa  Aaeon  HilL)  EJfi 

Twickinhamy  Dec.  22,  1731^ 

1  Thank  you  for  your  tragedy,  which  I  have  now  read 
over  a  fixth  time,  and  of  which  I  not  only  preferve,  but 
increiafe,  niy  efteem.  You  have  been  kind  to  this  age,  in 
not  telling  the  next,  in  your  preface,  the  ill  tafteof  the 
town,  of  which  the  reception  you  defcribe  it  to  have  given 
of  your  play  (worfe,  indeed,  than  I  had  heard,  or  could 
have  imagined)  is  a  more  flagrant  inftance  than  any  of  tbofe 
trifles  mentioned  in  my  epiftle ;  which  yet,  I  hear,  the  fore 
vanity  of  our  pretenders  to  tafte  flinches  at  extremely.— 
The  title  you  mention  had  been  a  properer  to  that  epiftle— 
I  have  heard  no  criticifms  about  it,  nor  do  I  liften  after 
them  J  Nos  hacnovimus  effi  nihil  (I  mean,  I  think  the  verfes 
to  be  fo) :  but  as  you  are  a  man  of  tender  fcntiments  of  ho- 
nour, I  know  it  will  grieve  you  to  hear  another  undefervedly 
charged  with  a  crime  his  heart  is  free  from  :  for  if  there  be 
truth  in  the  world,  I  declare  to  you,  I  never  imagined  the 
leaft  application  of  what  I  faid  of  Timon  could  be  made  to 
the  D.  of  Ch — s,  than  whom  there  is  fcaitre  a  more  blame- 
lefs,  worthy  and  generous,  beneficent  charader,  among 
all  our  nobility:  and  if  I  have  not  loft  my  fenfcs,  the  town 
has  loft  them,  by  what  I  heard  fo  late,  as  but  two  days  ago, 
of  the  uproar  on  this  head.  I  am  certain,  if  you  calmly 
read  every  particular  of  that  defcription,  you'll  find  almott 
all  of  them  point-blank  the  reverfe  of  that  perfon's  Villa. 
It  is  an  aukward  thing  for  a  man  to  print,  in  defence  of  his 
own  work,  againft  a  chimxra :  you  know  not  who,  or 
what,  you  fight  againft :  the  objections  ftart  up  in  a  new 
(hape,  like  the  armies  and  phantoms  of  magicians,  and  no 
weapon  can  cut  a  mift,  or  a  fhadow.  Ttt  it  would  havi  ban 
O  o  n 


i 


one  another. 

I  lament  the  m 
likenels  in  every 
cannot  (ec  an  e 
fecond  yours«  I 
of  a  great  treafu 
light ;  but  it  is  i 
poftcriijr. 

'  have  been  v< 
them  (as  I  have  < 
lofsof  (what  is, 
puution,  hut  that 
fxceft  my  nurmU) 
•live,  and  that  is 
^^^  you  may  belie 


Fnm  Mr. 

YaiADE  a  ffroc 
^^ry  kindly  1 1 
I  had  in  my  powei 
fc*ck  immediatelr, 
pfcafe  Toa  CO  ko 
thoi^^hmarbel 
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my  giving  fome  public  diflent  or  proteft  againft  the  filly  ma- 
licious mifconftrudlion  of  the  town,  I  agree  to;  but  I  think 
no  one  ftep  Oiould  be  taken  in  it,  but  in  concert  with  the 
Duke  whom  they  injure.  It  will  be  a  pleafure  felt  by  you, 
to  tell  you,  his  Grace  has  written  to  me  the  (Irongeit  aflu- 
ranee  imaginable  of  the  reditude  of  his  opinion,  and  of  his 
xefentment  of  that  report,  whiqh  to  him  is  an  impcrtinena,  to 
fm  a  villainy, 

I  am  afraid  of  tiring  you,  and  (what  is  vour  bed  fecu- 
rity)  I  have  not  time  to  do  it.  I'll  only  ju(t  tell  you,  that 
many  circumftances  you  have  heard,  as  refemblances  to  the 
picture  of  Timon,  are  utterly  inventions  of  lyars ;  the 
number  of  fervants  never  was  an  hundred,  the  paintings  not 
of  Verrio  or  La  Guerre,  but  Bellucci  and  Zaman ;  no  fuch 
buffet,  manner  of  reception  at  the  (ludy,  terras,  i^c.  all 
which,  and  many  more,  they  have  not  fcrupled  to  forge,  to 

Ein  fome  credit  to  the  application:  and  (which  is  worfc) 
lied  teftimonies  of  noblemen,  and  of  my  particular 
friends,  to  condemn  me.  In  a  word,  the  malice  is  as  great 
as  the  dulnefs,  of  my  calumniators  :  the  one  I  forgive,  the 
other  I  pity,  and  I  defpife  both.  Adieu  ;  the  firft  day  I  am 
near  you,  I  will  find  you  out,  and  (hew  you  fomething  you 
will  like.  My  bed  good  vviflies  are  yours,  and  Mifs  Urania's, 


LETTER     VII. 
From  Mr.  Pope,  to  Aaron  Hill,  £//; 

June  2,  1738. 

I  SENT  you  as  honcft  an  anfwer  as  I  could,  to  the  letter 
you  favoured  me  with  ;  and  am  forry  you  imagine  any 
avil  reproach^  or  latent  meanings  where  I  meant  to  exprtls 
Biyfclf  with  the  utmoft  opcnncfs,  I  would  aJfure  you,  if 
you  pleafe,  by  my  oath,  as  well  as  my  word,  that  1  am  in 
no  degree  difpleafcd  at  any  freedom  you  can  take  with  me  in 
a  private  letter,  or  with  my  writings  in  public,  I  again  fn- 
fift,  that  you  alter  or  foften  no  one  criticifm  of  yours  in  my 
fiivour  ;  nor  deprive  yourfcif  of  the  liberty,  nor  the  world  of 
the  profit,  of  ) our  frccft  remarks  on  my  errors. 

In  what  I  faid,  I  gave  you  a  true  picture  of  my  own 
heart,  as  far  as  I  know  it  myklf.  It  is  true,  1  have  ihcwn 
zfcorn  of  fomettriVi7Ji  but  it  proceeded  from  an  experience 
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ienow  me  again  ;  as  one  extremely  wiillnG;  that  the  free  ex- 
srcife  of  criticifm  fliould  extend  over  my  own  writings,  as 
well  as  thofe  of  others,  whenever  the  public  may  receive  the 
lead  benefit  from  it ;  as  1  queilion  not  they  will  a  great  deaU 
Mrhen  exerted  by  you,  I  am  fenfibic  of  the  honour  you  do 
me,  /m  propofing  to  fend  mc  your  work  before  it  appears  : 
if  you  do,  I  muft  infift,  that  no  ufe  in  my  favour  be  made 
of  that  diftindion,  by  the  alteration  or  foftening  of  any 
cenfure  of  yours  on  any  line  of  mine. 

What  you  have  obfervcd  in  your  letter  I  think  juft  ;  only 
I  would  acquit  myfelf  in  one  point :  I  could  not  have  the 
It^tt  pique  to  Mr.  Th.  in  what  is  cited  in  the  treatife  of  the 
Bathos  from  the  play  which  I  nsver  fuppofed  to  be  his :  he 
«ve  it  as  Shakefpear's,  and  I  take  it  to  be  of  that  age :  and 
indeed  the  colleftion  of  thoff,  and  many  more  of  the 
thoughls  cenfured  there,  was  not  made  by  me,  but  Dr.  Ar- 
l)utbnot«*-I  have  had  two  or  three  occafions  to  lament,  that 
you  fccm  to  know  me  much  better  as  a  /^^/,  than  as  a  num. 
Vou  can  hardly  conceive  how  little  cither  pique  or  contempt 
I  bear  to  any  creature,  unlefs  for  immoral  or  dirty  a<Slion6  : 
any  mortal  is  at  full  Kberty,  unanfwercd,  to  write  and  print 
of  me  as  a  poet,  to  praife  me  one  year,  and  blame  me  an- 
other ;  only  I  defirehim  to  fpare  my  character  as  an  honcft 
man,  over  which  he  can  have  no  private,  much  lefs  any 
public,  right,  without  fome  pcrfonal  knowledge  of  my 
lieart,  or  the  motives  of  my  conduct :  nor  is  it  a  fufficicnt 
'Cxcufe,  to  alledge  he  was  Jo  or  fo  informedy  which  was  the 
cafe  with  thofe  men. 

I  am  fincere  in  all  I  fay  to  you,  and  have  no  vanity  In 
Ciying  it.  You  really  over-value  mc  greatjy  in  my  poetical 
capacity ;  and  I  am  fure  your  work  would  do  me  infinitely 
.too  much  honour,  even  if  it  blamed  me  oftcner  than  it  com- 
mended :  for  the  firft  you  will  do  v^  ith  lenity,  the  laft  with 
excefs.  But  I  could  be  glad  to  part  with  fome  (hare  of  any 
sood  man^s  admiration,  for  fome  of  his  affcilion,  and  his 
relief  that  I  am  not  wholly  undefervlng  to  be  thought,  what 
iamto  you. 
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A 

LETTER 

T  O    T  H  E 

Editor  of  the  Letters 

O   N 

The  Spirit  of  Patriotism, 
The  Idea  of  a  Patrio t-K i  n g, 

AND 

The  State  of  Parties,   fefc. 

Occafionad  by  the 

Editor's   ADVERTISEMENT. 


Is  this  my  Guidty  Pbyloftpbtr  and  Friend? 

Pope  to  L.  B. 


Printed  in  the  Year    MDCCXLIX. 
Go  4 


-w     •«.       •_ 


?     '•♦ 


Ishl 


TO    THE 

EDITOR 

9  F     T  H  H 

L    E    T   T    E    R   S,    &c. 


SIR, 

IAddrefs  this  to  you,  as  to  a  perfon  diiFcrent  from  the  jftt^ 
thor  of  thefc  Litters.  My  refped  for  L.  B's  chara£ler 
will  not  fufFcr  mc  to  think  you  the  fame.  Your  jtdvertifi^ 
mint  is  the  crudeft  and  moft  unmanagcd  attack  on  the  ho- 
nour of  his  deceafed  firiend ;  and  he  certainly  was  under  all 
the  tyes  of  that  facred  relation,  to  defend  and  protect  it. 

Your  charge,  againft  Mr.  Pope,  runs  in  thefe  words, 
— **  The  original  draughts  [ofthifi  letters^  were  intruftcd  co 
^*  a  man,  on  whom  the  author  thought  he  might  entirely 
<^  depend,  after  he  had  exacted  from  him,  and  taken  hia 
**  promife,  that  they  (hould  never  go  into  any  hands,  ex- 
**  cept  thofc  of  five  or  fix  perfons  who  were  then  named  to 
^*  him.  In  this  confidence,  the. author  refted  fecurely  for 
"  fome  yeurs  \  and  though  he  was  not  without  fufpicion 
*^  that  they  had  been  communicated  to  more  perfons  than 
**  he  intended  they  fhould  be,  yet  he  was  kept,  by  repeated 
<*  aflurances,  even  from  fufpeiSing  that  any  copies  had  gone 
^^  into  hands  unknown  to  him.  But  this  mun  was  nofooner 
^^  dead,  than  he  received  informat.on  that  an  entire  edition 
<^  of  1500  copies  of  thefe  papers  had  been  printed  ;  that 
<<  this  very  man  had  corre&ed  the  preis,  and  that  he  had 
<<  left  them  in  the  hands  of  the  Printer,  to  keep  with  great 

"   .  •*  fccrecy; 


** 

A   ?  V 

V    ■:. 

1     ••. 

.1   :'.;.■    ^..  .   . 

>J.,  !• 
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( ;.!.r \  The  honed  printer  kept  hU 
:t«.'i  iluin  he  kept  his  with  his  friend  : 
.  .'.ii!<'n  came,  at  laft,  into  the  hands  of 
::  ii>:i:.:  few  copies,  which  this  perfon 
rt  c  !.L\ip,  and  carried  away.  Thefearc 
.  wr.ivp.  have  been  handed  about,  not 
;     ..    ii.    ilc.ith.     The   rert  were  all  de- 

. .  :\.ri,i!i  lire. By  thefc   copies  it  ap- 

.    .'i  -.i.c)  had  been  guilty  of  this  breach 

:  -'  :  iii'U  further  to  divide  thcfubicct, 

/:  ;v;!i:j;eji  according  to  the  rugi}ertions 

Wii.it  agi;ravatcs  this  procccciinL:  ex- 

-  IV.  .:i;tlv  r  had  hold  him,  on  foicral  oc- 

.  ri\.i    rcalbrts,  why  he  could  not  con- 

V ./.   ill  of  thcfc  papers,  that  they  had  been 

.'.:/;:  licit  and  hurry  fc^r  the  public  eye. — 

.    i^vV  'hat  fcraps  and  fragments  of  ihcfe 

■  ( .-.  .:lr\cd  to  fvvell  a  monthly  magazine, 

:c  liv'n()iir.T":.lc  employment  of  them  was 

'Vh':   Editor,  therefore,  who  has  in 

.:.i.!\c  ^opy refolvcd  to  publilh  it.  ' 

•:  :c.     Anvl   with  regard  to  the  fact,  that 
'iiif  e  tdhhn  ftf  Lord  h*s  kittrs  whhut  hn 
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to  make  that  right,  which  is,  in  itfelf,  wrong ;  yet  it  may 
alleviate  the  weight  of  the  very  worft ;  it  may  make  thqfc 
pardonable,  which  are  confeffedly  bad ;  and  give  even  a 
fplcndour  to  the  obliquities  of  others  which  a  truly  generous 
mind  would  honour.  Whether  the  fa6l  in  queftion,  ad- 
mitting it  to  be  faulty,  be  not  of  this  laft  clafs,  muft  be 
fubmitted  to  the  tribunal  to  which  we  now  make  our  joint 
appeal. 

In  an  offence  of  this  kind,  committed  by  authors  zgzinfk 
one  another,  the  motive,  that  moft  readily  occurs,  is  pLi" 
giarifm :  (6  that  one  might  fufpedl  this  hr£acb  of  truft  was 
accompanied  with  an  intended  violation  of  property ;  and 
that  the  offender  propofed  affuming  to  himfelf  the  glory  of 
his  friend's  performance ;  efpecially  as  he  took  the  liberties 
here  complained  of,  to  divide  the  fubjeSiy  and  to  alter  and  omit 
pajjages  according  to  the  fuggejiions  of  his  own  fancy.  But  if, 
in  criminal  proceedings,  it  be  held  a  fatisfaftory  anfwer  to  * 
the  charge  of  a  paultry  theft,  that  the  accufed  was  im- 
menfely  rich,  we  (hall  need  no  other  plea  to  acquit  Mr.  P. 
of  this  fufpicion.  Befides,  the  author  of  the  Utters  was 
well  known  to  all  L.  B's  friends ;  the  title-page  of  this  fur- 
rcptitious  edition  tells  us,  they  were  written  by  vl  perfon  of 
quality  \  and  the  honeft  Printer  himfelf  knew  the  true  author, 
as  appears  by  his  applying  to  L.  B.  with  information  of  the 
1500  copies. 

As  to  any  lucrative  views  ;  if  Mr.  P's  beneficent  temper, 
bis  generous  contempt  of  money,  which  made  him  at  fevc- 
ral  periods  of  his  life  refufe  an  honourable  pcnfion  from 
miniilers  of  more  than  one  denomination,  and  decline  every 
other  way  of  eflablifhing  his  fortune  than  by  a  noble  appeal 
to  the  public  tafte:  if  this,  I  fay,  will  not  acquit  him  of  To 
mean  a  fufpicion,  I  might  appeal  to  the  very  circumftances 
of  the  izGt  itfeif.  He  prints,  at  a  confiderable  expence, 
1500  copies  of  an  eighteen- penny  pamphlet  to  lye  in  the 
Printer's  warehoufe;  and  which,  according  to  your  own 
account,  did  a£lually  lye  there  till  his  death.  And  what 
book  ?  one,  which  of  all  the  author's  writing?,  was  Icaft 
calculated  to  catch  the  public  attention,  (however  this  ex- 
traordinary advertifement  may  now  raife  their  curiofity)  as 
the  fubje£l  of  it  had  been  To  often  hacknied  over,  in  the 
papers  of  the  Craftsman.  Had  profit  been  his  point,  who 
can  doubt  but  he  had  rather  chofen  fomc  of  L.  B's  HISTO- 
ILiCAL  trads^  which  he  had  equally  in  his  pcilc/fion. 
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a£lfons  to  be  mirreprefented,  and  his  charader  to  be  black- 
ened, when  only  (hining  out,  and  (hewing  himfelf  as  he 
was,  would  be  fully  fufficient  to  difpell  ail  thofe  dark  mifts 
of  ignorance  and  envy.  And  this  being  of  fo  important 
concern,  was  the  reafon,  I  fuppofe,  why  his  friend  chofe 
to  prevent  the  lofs  of  thefe  letUrs:  This  too,  well  accounts 
for  his  tempering  the  extreme  brightnefs  of  them,  fo  ofFen- 
five  to  mere  mortals,  with  that  terreftrial  mixture  of  his 
own.  The  very  circumftance,  which  you.  Sir,  well  exprefs, 
where  you  fay,  he  had  taken  upon  him^  further  to  divide  th^ 
fubjeSfj  and  to  alter  and  omit  pajfages^  according  to  the  fuggeftiom 
of  his  own  fancy.  And  who  knows  but  he  might  think  him- 
felf fomcthing  more  than  a  Porte-feuille  of  his  friend's  pa- 
pers, for  he  frequently  told  his  acquaintance,  (to  whom  I 
appeal  on  this  occafion)  that  L.  B.  would,  at  his  death, 
leave  his  writings  to  his  difpofal.  A  mutual  confidence  ! 
which  they  placed  in  one  another.  But  the  execution  of  it 
on  Mr.  P*s  part,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  makes  the  flory 
probable,  prevents  our  having  any  written  evidence  of  it. 
But  concerning  the  particulars  of  thofe  changes  and  inter- 
polations, as  the  matter  appears  by  the  difference  between  the 
two  editions,  I  (hall  fay  no  more  at  prefent. 

Having  feen  Mr.  P's  motive  {or  printings  the  reader  may 
be  curious  to  know  when  he  thought  o(  puhlijfjing.  It  could 
not  be  till  he  had  the  author's  leave  :  that,  the  long  deten- 
tion of  the  pamphlet  in  the  Printer's  warehoufe  fufficiently 
evinces.  It  could  not  be  in  expedation  of  the  author  s 
death  :  that,  the  great  difparity  in  the  chance  of  furvivor- 
(hip  will  not  allow  us  to  fuppofe.  Befides,  (and  let  this, 
as  it  is  fufHcient,  decide  the  matter)  To  what  purpofe  was 
the  expcncc  of  printing,  and  the  hazard  of  fecrcting  aa 
edition  projeded  noWj  when  he  would  have  had  it  equally 
in  his  power,  if  that  event  happened,  to  do  it  then  ?  We 
have  nothing  left,  even  on  your  own  ftatc  of  the  cafe,  but 
to  believe  that  he  expefted  (as  he  ufed  to  tell  his  friends)  very 
fpecdily  to  obtain  L.  B's  concurrence.  What  grounds  he 
had  for  fuch  expedation,  the  prudefit  Jifpofition  of  his  MS^ 
papers  will  not  permit  us  to  fay. 

The  too  eager  purfuit  then  of  his  friend*s  glory  being  his 
only  motive  for  this  prefumptuous  liberty  (a  truth  fo  evi- 
dent, that  I  am  pcrfuaded  Mr.  P.  has  not  a  fingle  friend  or 
acquaintance  remaining  who  does  not  as  firmly  believe  it  as 
that  L.  B.  wrote  the  letters^  and  that  Mr.  P.  committed  them 

t» 
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thcfe  T500,  (which,  you  own,  were  all deftroyed  in  one  commcm 
fire)  but  from  a  ftraggling  copy  which  cfcapcd  that  deftruc- 
tion.  As  this  brand  therefore  on  Mr.  Pope's  memory  wat 
needlefs,  it  could  not  come  from  the  hand  of  his  ruAU 
friend. 

But  whatever  high   notions  I  myfelf  may  have  of  L.  B. 
I  am  not  fo  vain  to  -think  my  readers  muft  needs  fubfcribe 
to  them..    They  may,  for  ought  I  know,  believe  you  and 
him  to    be   one  and    the   fame.      And  then,    I  am  half 
afraid,  even  his  charadler,  great  as  tt  is,  will  not  fecure  hint 
from  their   cenfure.     Are  the  laws   of  friendfhip  then  (b 
weak,  may  fome  of  them   be  apt  to  fay,  are  its  bonds  fo 
{light,  that  one  imprudent  adion  committed  againft  ,the  Air- 
mour  of  a  friend,  in  a  miftaken  fondnefs  for  his  glory  which 
came  near  to  adoration,  that  cne  fuch  (hall  obliterate  the  whole 
merit  of  a  life  of  fervice,  flowing  from  the  warmeft  hearc 
that  the  paflion  of  friendfliip  ever  took  poflcffibn  of?     Ob- 
literate, will  they  fay,    nay  p^rfue,  with  inexorable   ven- 
geance, the  poor  delinquent  to  the  foot  of  the  moft  merci- 
lefs  tribunal ;  that  Public,  one  part  of  which  he  had  much 
offended  by  a  vigorous  war  upon  the  general  profligacy  of 
manners ;  another^  much   more  oflFended  by  the  infufttrablc 
fplendor  of  his  talents  ;  and  a  third,  and  that  no  fmall  nor 
inconfiderable  part,  by  his  over  zealous  attachment  to  his 
very  accuser.     Unhappy  Poet !  will    they  fay,  who  has 
received  the  only  wound  to  his  honour  from  the  hand  of  that 
friend,    whofe  reputation    he  had,  for   many  years,  fmgly 
fupported  againft  an  almoft  univcrfal  prejudice.     But  more 
unhappy  ill-ftarred  friendship,  if  thefe  be  thy  iniquitous 
conditions  !     Who  after   this  (hall   feck,  in  thee,  a  folacc 
for  the  cares  of  private  life  ;  or  believe  thee  to  be,  what  thy 
Partifans  have  fo  often  boafted  in  thy  favour,  the  purcft  and 
\arge{t  (ourcc  of  public  virttde  ?     Never,  after  this,  wilt  thou 
be  thought  deferving  of  honefter  or  better  followers  than 
MODERN  PATRIOTS.     For  wherc  true  love  of  our  country 
is,  there,  friendfliip  wears  a  different  face.     At  fuch  time 
it  has  been  known,  that  when  real  and  repeated  injuries  had 
torn  in  funder  a  well  united  friendfliip,  the  death  of  one  of 
the  parties  has  buried  every  part  rtifcntmcnt,  and  revived,  iti 
the  bofom  of  the  other,  all  his  ancient  tendernefs  :  as  if  the 
refined  and  defecated  paflions  of  him,  who  had  fliaken  off 
mortality,  had,  by  that  divine  fympithy  of  aflcclions  whicji 
Jives  between  friends,  communicated  of    its   virtue   to  the: 

7  fvir* 
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thcfc  T500,  (which,  you  own,  were  all dejiroyed  in  one  cwmum 
fire)  but  from  a  ftraggling  copy  which  efcapcd  that  deftruc- 
tion.  As  this  brand  therefore  on  Mr.  Pope's  memory  wat 
needlefs,  it  could  not  come  from  the  hand  of  his  nobb 
friend. 

But  whatever  high  notions  I  myfcif  may  have  of  L.  BL 
I  am  not  fo  vain  to  -think  my  readers  muft  needs  fubfcribe 
to  them..    They  may,  for  ought  I  know,  believe  you  and 
him  to    be   one  and    the   fame.      And  then,    I   am  half 
afraid,  even  his  charaSer,  great  as  it  is,  wiH  not  fccure  hint 
from  their   ccnfure.     Are  the  laws   of  fricndfhip  then  (b 
weak,  may  fome  of  them   be   apt  to  fay,  are  its  bonds  (b 
{light,  that  one  imprudent  action  committed  againft  the  hu^ 
mour  of  a  friend,  in  a  miftaken  fondnefs  for  his  glory  which 
came  near  to  adoration,  that  one  fuch  (hall  obliterate  the  whole 
merit  of  a  life  of  fervice,  flowing  from  the  warmcft  heart 
that  the  paflion  of  friendfliip  ever  took  po(lci!it>n  of?     Ob- 
literate, will  they  fay,    nay  pi^rfue,  with  inexorable   ven- 
geance, the  poor  delinquent  to  the  foot  of  the  mod  merci- 
Icfs  tribunal ;  that  Public,  one  part  of  which  he  had  much 
offended  by  a  vigorous  war  upon  the  general  profligacy  of 
manners  ;  another ^  much   more  ofl^ended  by  the  infuft'erablc 
fplendor  of  his  talents  ;  and  a  third,  and  that  no  fmall  nor 
inconfiderahle  part,  by  his  over  zealous  attachment  to  his 
very  accuser.     Unhappy  Poet !  will    they  fay,  who   has 
received  the  only  wound  to  his  honour  from  the  hand  of  that 
friend,    whofe  reputation    he  had,  for   many  years,  fmgly 
fupportcd  againft  an  almoft  univcrfal  prejudice.     But  more 
unhappy  ill-ltarrcd  frienoship,  if  thcfe  be  thy  iniquitous 
conditions  !     Who  after   this  (hall   feck,  in  ihee,  a  folacc 
for  the  cares  of  private  life  ;  or  believe  ihcc  to  be,  what  ihy 
Partifans  have  fo  often  bnaftcd  in  thy  favour,  the  purcft  and 
largcft  fourceof /ii/W/V7//V/w/?     Never,  after  t hi?,  wilt  thou 
be  thought  defervinsj  of  hcmeftcr  or  belter  followers  thnii 
MODERN'  PATRIOTS.     For  wh'.TC  true  love  of  o'jr  rountry 
is,  there,  fiiendfliip  wears  a  diffcfcnt  face.     At  furli   tiwe 
it  has  b^en  known,  that  when  real  and  reflated  injiiri'?s  h«4d 
torn  ill   funder  a  well   united  friendlhip,  the  de nh  of  01. c  nf 
the  parties  h.is  buried  every  palt  r^ffiitmint,  and  revived,  i:i 
the  hcilum  of  the  other,  nil  his  aneient  tendernefs  :  as  if  the 
rcHned  an<i  defecated   paflions  ol   him,  who   had  fliiiken  otf 
ni<>r:aiity,  IkuI,  by  that  divine  fvmp  tthv  of  afi'ecVions  which 
Jivci  Lctwtxn  friend*,  commuiiic.ued  of    iii   viriuc   to  th* 
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